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PREFACE

Citation to the Cathlamet Municipal Code: This code should be cited as CMC; i.e., “see CMC
3.10.010.” A CMC title should be cited CMC Title 3. A CMC chapter should be cited Chapter 3.10
CMC. A CMC section should be cited CMC 3.10.010. Through references should be made as CMC
3.10.010 through 3.10.040. Series of sections should be cited as CMC 3.10.010, 3.10.020, and
3.10.030.

Numbering system: The number of each section of this code consists of three parts, in sequence
as follows: Number of title; number of chapter within the title; number of section within the chapter.
Thus CMC 3.10.020 is Title 3, Chapter 10, Section 20. The section part of the number (.020) initially
consists of three digits. This provides a facility for numbering new sections to be inserted between
existing sections already consecutively numbered. In most chapters of the CMC, sections have been
numbered by tens (.010, .020, .030, .040, etc.), leaving nine vacant numbers between original sections
so that for a time new sections may be inserted without extension of the section number beyond three
digits.

Legislation: The legislative source of each section is enclosed in parentheses at the end of the
section. References to ordinances are abbreviated; thus “(Ord. 332 § 1, 1994; Ord. 329 § 2, 1993)”
refers to section 1 of Ordinance No. 332 and section 2 of Ordinance No. 329. “Formerly” followed
by a CMC citation preserves the record of original codification. A semicolon between ordinance cita-
tions indicates an amendment of the earlier section.

Codification tables: To convert an ordinance citation to its CMC number consult the codification
tables.

Index: CMC Titles 1 through 18 are indexed in the index. The index includes complete cross-
referencing and is keyed to the section numbers described above.

Errors or omissions: Although considerable care has been used in the production of this code, it
is inevitable in so large a work that there will be errors. As users of this code detect such errors, it is
requested that a note citing the section involved and the nature of the error be e-mailed to:
CPC@codepublishing.com, so that correction may be made in a subsequent update.

Computer access: Code Publishing Company supports a variety of electronic formats for search-
ing, extracting, and printing code text; please call the publisher for more information.

CODE PUBLISHING COMPANY
Seattle, Washington

(206) 527-6831

(Revised 7/09)



How to Amend the Code

Code Structure and Organization
The code is organized using a 3-factor decimal numbering system which allows for additions between sec-

tions, chapters, and titles, without disturbing existing numbers. 

2 . 04 . 050

Title 

Chapter

Section 

Typically, there are 9 vacant positions between sections; 4 positions between chapters, and several title 
numbers are “Reserved” to allow for codification of new material whose subject matter may be related to an 
existing title.

Ordinances of a general or public nature, or one imposing a fine, penalty or forfeiture, are codifiable. Prior 
to enacting a codifiable ordinance, ascertain whether the code already contains provisions on the topic.

Additions
If the proposed ordinance will add material not contained in the code, the ordinance will specify an “addi-

tion”; that is, a new chapter (or title) will be added. For example:

Section 1. Chapter 5.20, Taxicab Licenses, is added to read as follows:

-or-

Section 1 . A new title, Title 18, Zoning, is added to read as follows:

A specific subsection can also be added when appropriate:

Section 2. Subsection D is added to Section 5.05.070, to read as follows:

Amendments
If the ordinance amends existing code provisions, specify the affected section or chapter numbers in the 

ordinance. This kind of amendment typically adds a section to an existing chapter, or amends an existing sec-
tion. For example:

Section 1. Section 5.05.030 is amended to read as follows:

-or-

Section 1 . Section 5.05.035, Additional fees, is added to Chapter 5.05 to read as follows:

An ordinance can also amend a specific subsection of a code section:

Section 3. Subsection B of Section 5.05.070 is amended to read:

Repeals
Ordinances which repeal codified material should specify the code section number (or chapter number if 

an entire chapter is being repealed). These section or chapter numbers will be retained in the code, along with 
their title, as a record of ordinance activity (and as an explanation for gaps in the numbering sequence). The 
number of the repealed section or chapter number can be reused at a later time when desired. For example:

Section 2. Section 5.05.020, License, is repealed.

Codification Assistance
Code Publishing Company can assist either in specifying code numbers or in providing other codification 

related problems fr ee of charge. Please call us at (206) 527-6831.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Chapters: 
Code Adoption 
General Provisions 
Elections 
Public Records Requests 
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Chapter 1.01

CODE ADOPTION

Sections:
1.01.010 Adoption, amendment, and repeal.
1.01.020 Reservation of prosecutions.
1.01.030 Passage of ordinances.

1.01.010 Adoption, amendment and repeal.
(1) There is hereby adopted the Cathlamet

Municipal Code which consists of the ordinances
of the town that have ongoing effect and which
have not expired according to their own terms from
Ordinance No. 188 to the present.

(2) This code may be cited as the Cathlamet
Municipal Code.

(3) This code may be amended by reference to
code section without the necessity of referring to
the underlying ordinance.

(4) New or old ordinances may be added to the
code, and if an ordinance is enacted or added with
a numbering system that is inconsistent with the
code numbering system, the town clerk is autho-
rized to assign an appropriate code number and to
codify the ordinance accordingly.

(5) The repeal of any code section does not
revive the original text of the code section; but
rather, repeal of an existing section repeals the
underlying ordinance section and all of its amend-
ments.

(6) Ordinances that have on-going effect prior
to Ordinance No. 188 are not affected by this cod-
ification and remain in full force and effect. (Ord.
409 § 1, 2000)

1.01.020 Reservation of prosecutions.
The adoption of this code shall not affect any

prosecution for violations of ordinances, which
violations were committed prior to the effective
date of the ordinance adopting the municipal code,
nor shall the adoption of the municipal code be
construed as a waiver of any license, fee, or penalty
due and owing at the effective date of the ordinance
adopting the code, nor shall adoption affect the
validity of any bond or cash deposited with the
town pursuant to the terms of any ordinance upon
its codification; but rather, all rights and obliga-
tions pertaining under ordinances in effect prior to
codification shall remain in full force and effect.
(Ord. 409 § 1, 2000)

1.01.030 Passage of ordinances.
(1) Presentation of Ordinances. All proposed or

amended ordinances shall be presented at a regular
meeting of the council, and read aloud by the clerk-
treasurer or town attorney.

(2) Readings of Ordinances – General. Ordi-
nances shall be read aloud for three readings, at
successive regular meetings of the council, except
as otherwise provided herein. The council may, at
its discretion, combine the second and third and
final reading into one reading.

(3) Readings of Ordinances – Franchises. Ordi-
nances pertaining to franchises shall be read aloud
for two readings at two successive regular meet-
ings of the council. As permitted by law, the coun-
cil may, at its discretion, conduct the second, third
and final readings at a special meeting to be held
not less than five days after the first reading at the
regular meeting.

(4) Readings of Ordinances – Budget Ordi-
nance Amendments. The council may, at its discre-
tion, amend the town’s annual adopted budget
ordinance to appropriate changes in anticipated
revenues, expenditures, or to reallocate expendi-
tures between funds in one reading at a regular
meeting of the council. Appropriations funded by
new or additional debt, fees, or taxes shall be sub-
ject to three readings pursuant to subsection (2) of
this section.

(5) Passage of Ordinances. All ordinances shall
be passed by a majority of the members of the
council. Passed ordinances shall be reviewed as to
form by the town attorney, attested to by the clerk-
treasurer, and approved by the mayor. Ordinances,
including the ordinance codified in this chapter, so
adopted shall take full force and effect five days
from the date of passage, posting, and publication
as provided herein.

(6) Posting and Publication of Ordinances. The
clerk-treasurer shall immediately publish adopted
ordinances in one issue of the Wahkiakum County
Eagle or in a subsequent publication designated as
the town’s official newspaper. The clerk-treasurer
may alternatively post adopted ordinances in three
public places in the town if circumstances prevent
timely publication in the newspaper. The clerk-
treasurer shall retain an affidavit of publication
executed by the newspaper’s owner, publisher, edi-
tor, or printer, which shall be sufficient evidence of
the publication of all town ordinances. The clerk-
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treasurer is authorized to submit all adopted ordi-
nances to the state’s officially recognized codifica-
tion and printing service. (Ord. 501 § 2, 2008)

Chapter 1.05

GENERAL PROVISIONS

(Reserved)
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Chapter 1.10

ELECTIONS

Sections:
1.10.010 Times for holding general elections.
1.10.020 Terms of offices.
1.10.030 Notice of offices to be filled and filing 

period.
1.10.040 Filing for office.
1.10.050 Where more than one position to be 

filled.
1.10.060 Time for filing.
1.10.070 Certifying list of offices.
1.10.080 Filing list of candidates.

1.10.010 Times for holding general elections.
All general elections of the town of Cathlamet

shall be held biennially on the Tuesday following
the first Monday in November in the odd-num-
bered years beginning in November, 1967. (Ord.
245 § 1, 1967)

1.10.020 Terms of offices.
The term of offices of all town officers, except

in the case of filling vacancies thereof during the
term thereof, shall be four years and until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified. The treasurer and
three councilmembers shall be elected at the elec-
tion to be held in November, 1967, and the mayor
and two councilmen shall be elected at the election
to be held in November, 1969, and quadrennially
thereafter. (Ord. 245 § 2, 1967)

1.10.030 Notice of offices to be filled and 
filing period.

The town clerk shall publish a notice of all town
offices to be filled at any election and the period
during which filings therefor shall be received,
which notice shall be published not less than 10
days prior to the beginning of the filing period.
(Ord. 245 § 3, 1967)

1.10.040 Filing for office.
All candidates for elective town offices as are

now, or as may hereafter be provided, shall declare
their candidacy for such office or position by filing
a declaration of candidacy substantially in the form
provided by the laws of the state of Washington.
(Ord. 245 § 4, 1967)

1.10.050 Where more than one position to be 
filled.

At the time of publishing the notice of offices to
be filled and the filing period as hereinbefore pro-
vided, the town clerk shall designate the council
positions to be filled by consecutive numbers com-
mencing with the number, “No. 1.” The council
position so designated shall be dealt with as a sep-
arate office for all election purposes. (Ord. 245 § 5,
1967)

1.10.060 Time for filing.
Declarations of candidacy shall be filed with the

town clerk not more than 60 nor less than 46 days
prior to election and shall be accompanied by a fil-
ing fee equal to one percent of the annual salary of
the offices; provided, that no filing fee shall be
charged if the office sought is without salary. (Ord.
245 § 6, 1967)

1.10.070 Certifying list of offices.
The council shall certify to the county auditor,

as ex-officio supervisor of elections, a list of the
offices to be filled at such elections at least 45 days
before the date of election. (Ord. 245 § 7, 1967)

1.10.080 Filing list of candidates.
The town clerk shall certify and file a list of all

candidates for the offices and positions to be filled
at each election with the county auditor not less
than 35 days before such election. (Ord. 245 § 8,
1967)



1.15.010 
1.15.020 
1.15.030 

1.15.010 

1.15.020 

1.15.030 

Chapter 1.15 

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS 

Sections: 
Index of records. 
Fee schedule. 
Review of request denial. 

Index of records. 
The town of Cathlamet shall not maintain a cur-

rent index of records pursuant to RCW 42.56.070. 
Pursuant to RCW 42.56.070(4)(b), any index 
maintained for town use by any department within 
the town shall be available for public inspection 
and copying under the Public Records Act. (Ord. 
603 § 1, 2018) 

Fee schedule. 
For the purposes of calculating fees of Public 

Records Act requests, the town adopts the fee 
schedule in RCW 42.56.120, as it now exists and 
as it may be hereinafter amended or recodified. 
(Ord. 603 § 1, 2018) 

Review of request denial. 
(1) Any person who objects to the denial of a

request for a public record may petition for prompt 
review of such action by tendering a written re-
quest for review to the town attorney’s attention, 
delivered to staff at Town Hall during regular busi-
ness hours, or sent via electronic mail to the town 
attorney, whose electronic mail address shall either 
be posted on the town’s website or provided upon 
request by town staff. The written request shall 
contain or quote any statement by the town em-
ployee that constituted or accompanied the denial. 

(2) Immediately after receiving written request
for review, the town attorney shall request a re-
sponse from the town employee who denied the 
request. The town attorney or the town attorney’s 
designee shall immediately consider the matter 
and either affirm or reverse such denial within five 
business days following the receipt of the written 
request for review of the denial. (Ord. 603 § 1, 
2018) 
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Chapter 2.00

MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL

Sections:
2.00.010 Mayor.
2.00.020 Town council.
2.00.030 Mayor pro tempore.
2.00.040 Mayoral succession in absence of 

mayor.

2.00.010 Mayor.
The mayor is the chief executive and adminis-

trative officer of the town in charge of carrying out
the policies set by the town council and of seeing
that local laws are enforced. Pursuant to state stat-
ute, the mayor has the following duties and respon-
sibilities: preside over all meetings of the council at
which (s)he is present and call special meetings of
the council; prepare a proposed budget; sign all
warrants drawn on the treasury; sign and enforce
all written contracts entered into by the town; sign
all conveyances made by the town and all instru-
ments which require the seal of the town; appoint a
clerk and a marshal; report to the council on the
financial and other affairs and needs of the town;
perform ceremonial duties as head of the town; and
approve or disapprove all official bonds and con-
tractor’s bonds. The mayor may appoint a town
attorney, a public works director, a civil engineer,
police and such other appointive subordinate offic-
ers and employees as may be provided for by ordi-
nance; may administer oaths and affirmations, and
take affidavits and certify them; and may acknowl-
edge the execution of all instruments executed by
the town which require acknowledgment; and
exercise all other authorities and perform all other
duties and functions for mayors as provided by
state statute. (Ord. 530 § 1, 2010)

2.00.020 Town council.
The town council is the legislative authority of

the town and has the power to enact laws and poli-
cies, consistent with state law, needed or desired to
regulate local and municipal affairs within the
jurisdiction of the town or its service areas. The
council, comprised of five elected at-large council
members, has the specific authority to: enact a
town budget; define the powers, functions and
duties of town officers and employees; fix the com-
pensation of officers and employees; establish the

working conditions of officers and employees;
maintain retirement and pension systems; impose
fines and penalties for the violation of city ordi-
nances; enter into contracts; regulate the acquisi-
tion, sale, ownership and other disposition of real
property; provide governmental, recreational, edu-
cational, cultural and social services; impose taxes
and fees not otherwise prohibited by state law;
cause the town to own and operate utilities;
approve claims against the town; grant franchises
for the use of public ways; and license, for the pur-
pose of revenue and regulation, most any type of
business. The council also is authorized to estab-
lish rules governing its own procedures, including
for public meetings and hearings; and exercise all
other authorities and perform all other duties and
functions for councils as provided by state statute.
(Ord. 530 § 1, 2010)

2.00.030 Mayor pro tempore.
A mayor pro tempore may be chosen by the

council for a specified period of time, not to exceed
six months, to act as the mayor in the absence of the
mayor. The mayor pro tempore shall be appointed
from the ranks of the town council members for
six-month periods of service, on a continuous rota-
tion by council position numbers from one to five.
(Ord. 530 § 1, 2010)

2.00.040 Mayoral succession in absence of 
mayor.

In the event that both the elected mayor and the
then-designated mayor pro tempore are out of town
or otherwise unavailable to perform the duties and
functions of mayor, or in the event of a catastrophic
emergency in which the mayor and then-desig-
nated mayor pro tempore are unavailable, the
office of mayor pro tempore shall be filled by the
next available council member whose council posi-
tion number would be the next following in the
rotation for mayor pro tempore until all the council
rotation has been exhausted.

In the event of a catastrophic emergency and no
council members are available to serve as mayor
pro tempore according to the priority established
by council position rotation, then the duties of
mayor shall be undertaken and performed by the
board of county commissioners, or their designee
from among the county commissioners.
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In the event of a catastrophic emergency and no
town council members or county commissioners
are available, then the governor of the state of
Washington shall serve as, or appoint, a mayor pro
tempore, pursuant to statutory authority, until such
time as a special election can be set to elect a new
mayor and other town officers then needed. (Ord.
530 § 1, 2010)

Chapter 2.05

OFFICIALS’ COMPENSATION

Sections:
2.05.010 Compensation.
2.05.020 Payable when.
2.05.030 Duties.
2.05.040 Performance bonds required for certain 

officers.
2.05.050 Mayor and council members.

2.05.010 Compensation.
The compensation to be paid the elected and

appointed officials of the town of Cathlamet shall
be fixed in such sums as shall be annually provided
in the ordinance adopting the estimate of receipts
and expenditures for the ensuing year; provided,
however, that no salary of any official shall be
changed during the term for which such official
was elected or appointed. (Ord. 203 § 1, 1946; Ord.
191 § 1, 1939)

2.05.020 Payable when.
The salaries of officers herein provided, unless

waived pursuant to CMC 2.05.050(3), shall be paid
on the fifth day of each month for the prior month’s
work. If a regularly scheduled payday falls on Sat-
urday, Sunday or a holiday, paychecks will be dis-
tributed on the last business day prior to the
scheduled payday. (Ord. 579, 2016; Ord. 546 § 2,
2011; Ord. 191 § 2, 1939)

2.05.030 Duties.
The duties of the elective and appointive offic-

ers herein enumerated and for which compensation
is herein provided shall be only such duties as are
required by the following sections of Remington’s
Revised Statutes of the state of Washington: of the
treasurer by Section 9187; of the clerk by Section
9188; of the attorney by Section 9189; of the mar-
shal by Section 9190; of the police judge by Sec-
tion 9192; and of the health officer by Section
6086; provided, however, that the council may, by
ordinance, prescribe additional duties not therein
prescribed and fix additional compensation there-
for; and further provided, that nothing in this chap-
ter contained shall be construed to prevent any
elective or appointive official herein enumerated
from being appointed to or holding any other
appointive office created by the town of Cathlamet
and receiving the additional compensation therefor
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provided where the duties of such other office are
not included in those as hereinbefore provided and
where the holding of such other office would not be
incompatible with the office to which such official
had theretofore been elected or appointed. (Ord.
191 § 3, 1939)

2.05.040 Performance bonds required for 
certain officers.

(1) All references to officers that are no longer
active officers in the employ of the town of Cath-
lamet, namely: the clerk, the marshal, the police
judge, and the treasurer are hereby abolished
and/or renamed as follows:

(a) The offices of clerk and treasurer are
hereby combined and renamed “clerk-treasurer”;

(b) The office of “police judge” is hereby
renamed “municipal judge”;

(c) The office of marshal is hereby abol-
ished.

(2) The clerk-treasurer, and other employees
and officers entrusted with the custody, account-
ing, and expenditure of town funds, shall, before
entering upon the performance of their duties, exe-
cute a bond to the town of Cathlamet conditioned
on the faithful performance, fulfillment and dis-
charge of all duties required of such office by the
laws of the state of Washington and the ordinances
of the town of Cathlamet and for the faithful per-
formance of such duties as may be prescribed by
any law or ordinance which may be enacted subse-
quent to the execution of said bond, including such
duties as may devolve on such official in an ex-
official capacity or otherwise. The council may
alternatively authorize an insurance policy accom-
plishing the same protection to the town with the
town as beneficiary. Said bond or insurance cover-
age shall be $1,000,000 or more per employee or
official as the council may determine. The council
shall annually appropriate sufficient funds to pay
for said bonds or insurance policy. The mayor shall
ensure that the bonds or insurance policy is
obtained. (Ord. 524 § 1, 2010; Ord. 191 § 4, 1939)

2.05.050 Mayor and council members.
(1) Salary for the mayor is fixed as provided in

the annual ordinance adopting the estimate of
receipts and expenditures for the ensuing year, sub-
ject to CMC 2.05.010.

(2) Salaries for members of the council are
fixed at $50.00 per month for the year 2007, and
shall be fixed annually as provided in the ordinance
adopting the estimate of receipts and expenditures
for the ensuing years, subject to CMC 2.05.010.

(3) The mayor or any member of the council
may waive all or any portion of his or her compen-
sation payable under this chapter as to any month
or months during his or her term of office, by a
written waiver filed with the clerk-treasurer as pro-
vided in this section. The waiver, to be effective,
must be filed any time after the elected official’s
election and prior to the date on which the compen-
sation would otherwise be paid. The waiver shall
specify the month or period of months for which it
is made. In the event that an elected official elects
to waive compensation hereunder, he or she shall
be treated as a volunteer would be for purposes of
applicable payroll taxes. (Ord. 579, 2016; Ord.
495, 2007; Ord. 415 § 2, 2000; Ord. 397 § 1, 1999;
Ord. 256 §§ 1, 2, 1970)
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Chapter 2.10

MUNICIPAL DEFENSE COMMISSION

Sections:
2.10.010 Created.
2.10.020 Expenditure authorization.
2.10.030 Duties.
2.10.040 Additional powers and duties.

2.10.010 Created.
There is hereby created the municipal defense

commission of the town of Cathlamet to be com-
posed of the mayor as chairman and such other per-
sons, not exceeding eleven in number, as the mayor
may appoint from time to time. The mayor shall
designate one of the members so appointed as vice
chairman who shall be the coordinator for the town
of Cathlamet. Each member of the municipal
defense commission shall serve at the pleasure of
the mayor or until the repeal of the ordinance cod-
ified in this chapter. (Ord. 197 § 1, 1941)

2.10.020 Expenditure authorization.
The municipal defense commission is hereby

authorized to expend whatever funds are appropri-
ated to carry out the functions of the defense com-
mission subject, however, to all regulations now
provided by law governing this municipality. (Ord.
197 § 2, 1941)

2.10.030 Duties.
The municipal defense commission shall be

charged with the duty of coordinating all defense
activities of this town. It shall:

(1) Coordinate the activities of municipal and
private agencies cooperating in the defense pro-
gram;

(2) Keep in contact with the office of civilian
defense to the end that all requests and suggestions
from that office shall receive prompt and efficient
response;

(3) Conduct studies regarding defense prob-
lems of the town of Cathlamet to the end that the
municipal government of the town of Cathlamet
will at all times be abreast of the problems of
defense, and information desired by federal agen-
cies will be readily available;

(4) Survey existing facilities, proffers of facili-
ties, services and ideas within the town and make
appropriate disposition of them;

(5) Act as a clearinghouse on municipal
defense information for all governmental and pri-
vate agencies cooperating in the defense program;

(6) Direct information regarding the defense
program to all municipal departments or agencies
which are or may be affected thereby;

(7) Make recommendations, from time to time
for improvements in the handling of defense prob-
lems affecting the town of Cathlamet;

(8) Perform such other advisory functions as
may be requested by agencies or departments of
the federal government in connection with the
national defense program;

(9) Do whatever is necessary and proper sub-
ject to the provisions of CMC 2.10.020, to carry
out the intent and purpose of this chapter in assist-
ing proper local authorities in the protection of life
and property. (Ord. 197 § 3, 1941)

2.10.040 Additional powers and duties.
(1) The municipal defense commission may

expedite procedure by organizing itself into sub-
committees and may subdivide its work and pre-
scribe such rules and regulations as are not in
conflict with the provisions of this chapter. It may
recommend, for adoption by the town council,
training regulations. It may delegate the authority
of preliminary hearings for dismissal of voluntary
workers to the heads of departments.

(2) The municipal defense commission may
appoint additional committees to meet any emer-
gency that may arise but shall report same
promptly to the council of the town which shall.
have the authority, at its discretion, to order the dis-
continuance of such committee. Any person
appointed to any position created under this chap-
ter may be removed by the appointing authority for
any reason deemed by it to be sufficient. (Ord. 197
§ 4, 1941)
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Chapter 2.15

EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM

Sections:
Participation authorization.
Copy transmittal.
Participation authorization – Deferred
compensation program.

Participation authorization.
The town of Cathlamet does authorize and ap-

prove the membership and participation in the
State Employees’ Retirement System of its eligi-
ble employees as provided for by Chapter 274,
Laws of the state of Washington as amended
(Chapter 41.40 RCW). (Ord. 207 § 1, 1952)

Copy transmittal.
The clerk of the town of Cathlamet is hereby di-

rected to transmit a verified copy of the ordinance
codified in this chapter to the retirement board of
the said system as evidence of such authorization
and approval. (Ord. 207 § 2, 1952)

Participation authorization –
Deferred compensation program.

The town of Cathlamet does authorize and ap-
prove the membership and participation in the
Washington State Deferred Compensation Pro-
gram of its eligible employees as provided for by
Chapter 41.50 RCW, as amended. (Ord. 592 § 1,
2017)

Chapter 2.20

CLERK-TREASURER*

Sections:
Appointment.
Qualifications.
Duties.

* Prior legislation: Ord. 393.

Appointment.
The mayor shall appoint a person to serve as

town clerk-treasurer. (Ord. 427 § 1, 2001; Ord.
398 § 1, 1999)

Qualifications.
All appointments of town clerk-treasurer shall

be made on the basis of ability and training or ex-
perience of the appointees in duties they are to per-
form. (Ord. 398 § 2, 1999)

Duties.
(1) The town clerk-treasurer shall have all of

the powers and shall perform each of the duties
specified by RCW Title 35A for town clerks and
treasurers, together with any other duties or au-
thority which may be conferred upon such office
by the laws of the state of Washington or the ordi-
nances of the town, as now or hereafter amended.

(2) In addition to the authority prescribed by
the Revised Code of Washington the town clerk-
treasurer shall have the duties and primary author-
ity to perform the following:

(a) Determine what funds are available in
any fund of the town for investments;

(b) Invest the funds of the town in such a
manner as to provide for timely payment of
claims, expenses and other expenditures autho-
rized by the town council;

(c) Receive and safely keep all money be-
longing to the town from whatever source devised;

(d) Place all funds received to the credit of
the different funds to which it belongs in a book
kept for that purpose;

(e) Certify availability of funds as cited for
each warrant prepared, prior to submission to the
council for approval;
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not been received, or for which adequate funds
have not been budgeted;

(g) Provide a summary of all investments and
investment transactions quarterly to the town coun-
cil;

(h) Provide the mayor and town council, for
the first council meeting each month, a statement
of all moneys received and expended by fund num-
ber and title;

(i) Report to the town council at the first reg-
ular meeting of each month the condition of the
town treasury, bringing to light any significant or
potentially significant financial problems;

(j) Disburse the funds of the town by direc-
tion of the town council as authorized by law;

(k) Keep records of all ordinances and other
official documents of the town;

(l) Publication of official notices;
(m) Recording of minutes of town council

meetings;
(n) Preparation of various periodic reports,

and type permits, letters, memos and reports;
(o) Such other duties as may be assigned by

the town council from time to time by notice or res-
olution. (Ord. 398 § 3, 1999)

Chapter 2.25

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

Sections:
2.25.010 Law enforcement services contract – 

Powers.
2.25.020 Law enforcement services contract – 

Effective when.

2.25.010 Law enforcement services contract 
– Powers.

At any time when there shall be in existence a
law enforcement services contract between the
town of Cathlamet and the county of Wahkiakum,
the duly commissioned county law enforcement
officers shall be, and hereby are, granted the pow-
ers of a town marshal of the town of Cathlamet.
(Ord. 276 § 1, 1977)

2.25.020 Law enforcement services contract 
– Effective when.

The powers herein granted shall be exercised
only while a valid law enforcement services con-
tract is in effect between the town of Cathlamet and
the county of Wahkiakum and the exercise of said
powers during said times shall not create the rela-
tionship of employer and employee between the
town and any county law enforcement officer.
(Ord. 276 § 2, 1977)



Cathlamet Municipal Code 2.30.030

2-6 (Revised 2/17)

Chapter 2.30

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Sections:
2.30.010 Regular meetings.
2.30.020 Council members’ nonattendance 

policy.
2.30.030 Declaration of council position 

vacancy.

2.30.010 Regular meetings.
Regular meetings of the town council of the

town of Cathlamet shall be held once each month
on the third Monday of each month. Regular meet-
ings shall be held in the DeBriae Meeting Room of
the Cathlamet Fire Hall located at 255 Second
Street in the town of Cathlamet, and shall com-
mence at the hour of 6:00 p.m.; provided, if the
scheduled town meeting falls on a state holiday, the
meeting shall take place the following day at the
same time and place. (Ord. 586 § 1, 2016; Ord. 528
§ 1, 2010; Ord. 496 § 1, 2007; Ord. 428 § 1, 2001)

2.30.020 Council members’ nonattendance 
policy.

A council position may become vacant if the
council member fails to attend three consecutive
meetings, whether regular or special, of the council
without being excused by the council. The clerk-
treasurer shall take roll at every council meeting
and report any council member(s)’ absence(s)
thereat to the council and mayor. The council shall
determine by motion if the council member(s)’
absence(s) shall be deemed excused, and the vote
on the motion recorded in the minutes for that
meeting.

The council may, at its option, take the follow-
ing extenuating circumstances into account when
determining if an absence is excused: family death,
family or personal illness, a declared state of emer-
gency, inclement weather, scheduled vacations,
attendance at town business-related conferences or
meetings, or urgent necessity or any other situation
which the town council deems a reasonable cause
for absence. (Ord. 511 § 1, 2008)

2.30.030 Declaration of council position 
vacancy.

The clerk-treasurer shall keep records of council
members’ attendance at regular and special council
meetings and promptly report to the council and
mayor when a council member has three consecu-
tive unexcused absences. Upon receipt of the clerk-
treasurer’s report, a council member may, at the
next regular council meeting, make a motion to
declare the council position vacant. (Ord. 511 § 2,
2008)
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Chapter 2.35

BLANCHE BRADLEY MEMORIAL
CIVIC CENTER

Sections:
2.35.010 Designated.
2.35.020 Fund established – Purpose.

2.35.010 Designated.
The town of Cathlamet Town Hall meeting and

office areas located at 100 Main Street, Cathlamet,
Washington, including the town council chambers,
town marshal’s office, fire department quarters and
town library, are hereby perpetually designated as
the “BLANCHE BRADLEY MEMORIAL CIVIC
CENTER.” (Ord. 333 § 2, 1987)

2.35.020 Fund established – Purpose.
There is hereby created and established a cumu-

lative reserve fund pursuant to the provisions of
RCW 35.21.070 and 35.21.080 to be designated
the “BLANCHE BRADLEY MEMORIAL CIVIC
CENTER CUMULATIVE RESERVE FUND”
from which the proceeds of the sale of the Bradley
House are to be deposited after deduction there-
from of all costs of sale and that portion thereof to
go to the Blanche Bradley Memorial Scholarship
Fund of Wahkiakum School District No. 200, said
funds to be invested and the principal and interest
to be used solely for the purpose of enlargement of
the Town Hall to adequately provide for the Cath-
lamet Public Library and to provide increased
space for the fire department of the town of Cath-
lamet. (Ord. 333 § 3, 1987)

Chapter 2.40

MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE

Sections:
2.40.010 Requirements.

2.40.010 Requirements.
The judge of the municipal court of the town of

Cathlamet shall be required to be an attorney at
law, duly admitted to practice law in the state of
Washington. (Ord. 338 § 1, 1989)
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Chapter 2.45

CATHLAMET PUBLIC LIBRARY

Sections:
2.45.010 Library established.
2.45.015 Town library location.
2.45.020 Librarian.
2.45.025 Duties of librarian.
2.45.030 Library board of trustees (library 

board) created.
2.45.035 Membership of library board of 

trustees.
2.45.040 Duties of library board of trustees.
2.45.045 Library board of trustees fiscal 

accountability.

2.45.010 Library established.
The town of Cathlamet has established a public

library for the education, promotion of culture, and
intellectual enjoyment and benefit of the town. The
library, formerly known as the Blanche Bradley
Memorial Library, shall hereafter be known as the
Cathlamet Blanche Bradley Public Library. All
facilities, equipment, furniture, books, records,
periodicals, and other town-owned assets of the
Blanche Bradley Memorial Library are hereby
assigned to the Cathlamet Blanche Bradley Public
Library, and remain the property of the town. (Ord.
514 § 2, 2009)

2.45.015 Town library location.
Until such time as the library board of trustees

shall acquire or obtain an alternate site on which to
locate the town library, the Cathlamet Blanche
Bradley Public Library is authorized to occupy
space in the Town Hall building at 100 Main
Street, Cathlamet, Washington. (Ord. 514 § 2,
2009)

2.45.020 Librarian.
The library shall be operated under the direction

of a librarian, who shall be appointed by and serve
at the pleasure of the library board of trustees. The
librarian’s compensation shall be set by the board
consistent with funds appropriated by the council
for library operations. For purposes of payroll,
withholding taxes, insurance, applicable benefits,
and other administrative requirements of law and
town policy, the librarian is considered an
employee of the town. (Ord. 514 § 2, 2009)

2.45.025 Duties of librarian.
(1) The librarian shall manage the operations,

programs, and services of the library within the
policy established by the board of trustees, the pol-
icy and ordinances of the town, and other applica-
ble laws and rules.

(2) The librarian shall supervise subordinates
and engage volunteers as authorized by the board.

(3) The librarian shall assist the board in identi-
fying needs for library services, tracking legisla-
tion impacting library operations, proposing
policies, evaluating effectiveness, improving effi-
ciency, preparing a proposed library budget, and
otherwise assist the board in the performance of its
duties as set forth in CMC 2.45.045. (Ord. 514 § 2,
2009)

2.45.030 Library board of trustees (library 
board) created.

There is hereby created a library board of trust-
ees consisting of five members appointed by the
mayor, subject to confirmation by a majority vote
of the council. The board shall have the power to
hire a librarian, set library policy on the mission,
goals, and objectives, propose a budget, and per-
form the duties of governance pursuant to RCW
27.12.190 and 27.12.210, as amended. (Ord. 514
§ 2, 2009)

2.45.035 Membership of library board of 
trustees.

(1) The trustees shall serve without compensa-
tion.

(2) The terms of office of the initial five trustees
shall be for one, two, three, four, and five years,
and thereafter the trustees shall be appointed annu-
ally for a term of five years.

(3) A trustee shall attend no less than 75 percent
of the regular meetings scheduled by the board
each year. Meetings missed after pre-arrangement
with the chair shall not be counted as unexcused
absences. Failure to meet the board of trustees’
attendance requirements shall be grounds for
removal of a trustee by the town council.

(4) At least three of the five trustees shall be
residents of the town of Cathlamet. At the council’s
option, one or two trustees may be appointed who
are residents of the library’s service area outside
the town’s boundaries. In selecting the trustees, the
council shall seek to ensure representation that
includes experience with the functions of public
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and private libraries, serving on oversight boards,
and a demonstrated commitment to promoting
public education, culture, and intellectual develop-
ment to a diverse community.

(5) A trustee may be removed by the town
council for incompetency, inefficiency, nonperfor-
mance, neglect of duty, misfeasance, or malfea-
sance. Decisions of the town council regarding
membership shall be final, and there shall be no
appeal therefrom.

(6) Board members are appointed public offi-
cials. As such, board members are required to obey
all applicable laws, including but not limited to the
Open Public Meetings Act (Chapter 42.30 RCW)
and the Appearance of Fairness Doctrine Act
(Chapter 42.36 RCW), all ordinances, and rules,
and comply with any code of conduct or ethics
which the council may adopt. No board member
shall concurrently serve as a member of another
public or private organization’s board of directors,
where that organization conducts any business
with the Cathlamet Blanche Bradley Public
Library. (Ord. 514 § 2, 2009)

2.45.040 Duties of library board of trustees.
The library board of trustees, immediately after

their appointment by the mayor and confirmation
by the town council, shall meet and organize by the
election of such officers as they deem necessary.
They shall:

(1) Adopt such bylaws, rules, and regulations
for their own guidance and for government of the
town library as they see fit;

(2) Have the supervision, care, and custody of
all property of the town library, including the
rooms or buildings constructed, leased, or set apart
therefor;

(3) Employ a librarian and, upon his or her rec-
ommendation, employ such other assistants and
volunteers as may be necessary, all within accor-
dance with the provisions of RCW 27.08.010 as
amended, prescribe their duties, fix their compen-
sation, and remove them for cause; all such person-
nel as engaged shall be subject to the town’s
background check procedure;

(4) Submit annually to the town council a bud-
get containing estimates in detail of the amount of
money necessary for the library for the ensuing fis-
cal year; 

(5) Have exclusive control of the finances of
the library;

(6) Accept such gifts of money or property for
library purposes as they deem expedient;

(7) Lease or purchase land for library buildings;
(8) Lease, purchase, or erect an appropriate

building or buildings for library purposes, and
acquire such other property as may be needed
therefor;

(9) Purchase books, periodicals, maps, and sup-
plies for the library; and

(10) Do all other acts necessary for the orderly
and efficient management and control of the
library. (Ord. 514 § 2, 2009)

2.45.045 Library board of trustees fiscal 
accountability.

(1) The town clerk-treasurer shall schedule
payments of the claims and vouchers of the board
of trustees upon the approval thereof by majority
vote at a regular meeting of the board as provided
by law.

(2) All library card fees, overdue book fines,
penalties, charges, purchase rebates or credits,
gifts, grants, surplus materials sales donations,
refunds, awards, loan proceeds, or anything of
monetary or nonmonetary value acquired by or
given to the Cathlamet Blanche Bradley Public
Library shall be deposited by and accounted for by
the town clerk-treasurer according to law.

(3) Nothing herein shall authorize the board of
trustees to authorize expenditures or obligate the
town of Cathlamet in excess of its appropriation in
the town’s annual budget ordinance. (Ord. 514 § 2,
2009)
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Chapter 2.50

PLANNING COMMISSION

Sections:
2.50.010 Planning commission created.
2.50.020 Membership.
2.50.030 Duties.
2.50.040 Organization.

2.50.010 Planning commission created.
There is hereby created a planning commission

consisting of five members appointed by the
mayor, subject to confirmation by a majority vote
of the town council. This commission shall serve
pursuant to the authority granted by RCW
35.63.020. The planning commission shall serve
the town council as an advisory body with power to
recommend policy to the town council. (Ord. 412
§ 1, 2000)

2.50.020 Membership.
(1) Planning commissioners shall serve without

compensation.
(2) The term of office of the five commission-

ers shall be for four years and staggered in such a
way that the terms of three commissioners shall
expire in even-numbered years and the terms of
two commissioners shall expire in odd-numbered
years.

(3) A commissioner shall attend no less than 80
percent of regular meetings during any 12-month
period. Meetings missed after prearrangement with
the chair shall not be considered in this calculation.
Failure to meet attendance requirements shall be
grounds for removal by the town council.

(4) Each member of the planning commission
must be a town resident. In selecting the planning
commission, the town council shall seek to ensure
representation that includes members with an
understanding of architecture and urban planning,
economic development, community involvement,
and the specific concerns of Cathlamet residents
and business operators.

(5) A member may be removed for ineffi-
ciency, malfeance, or neglect of duty by the mayor
with concurrence of a majority of the town council.
The decision of the town council regarding mem-
bership shall be final and there shall be no appeal
therefrom.

(6) If participation in any decision by any mem-
ber of the commission presents a conflict of inter-
est or creates an appearance of unfairness, that
member shall recuse him or herself from delibera-
tions or voting as to that issue. Members of the
commission shall fully comply with Chapter 42.23
RCW, Codes of Ethics for Municipal Officers,
Chapter 42.36 RCW, Appearance of Fairness, and
such other rules and regulations as may be adopted
from time to time by the town council regulating
the conduct of any person holding appointive
office within the town. (Ord. 412 § 2, 2000)

2.50.030 Duties.
The planning commission shall serve as the

principal advisory board to the town council with
responsibility for providing guidance and direction
for land use policy. Duties of the commission shall
include:

(1) Providing recommendations to the town
council for development and review of the compre-
hensive plan in compliance with Chapter 36.70A
RCW. This includes establishing procedures pro-
viding for early and continuous public participa-
tion in the development and amendment of the
comprehensive land use plan and development reg-
ulations implementing the plan.

(2) Periodically reviewing and recommending
amendments to the zoning map and table of permit-
ted uses.

(3) Periodically reviewing and recommending
amendments to the development regulations.

(4) Other duties as assigned by the town council
relating to subjects referred to in Chapter 35.63
RCW. (Ord. 412 § 3, 2000)

2.50.040 Organization.
(1) The town council may select a chair and

vice chair and may create and fill other such offices
as it may determine it requires. The commission
shall hold at least one regular meeting every three
months and the chair shall deliver a status report to
the town council at least once every three months.

(2) At least once each year, the commission
shall meet with the town council to discuss the
commission’s work and land-use policy in general.

(3) The commission shall adopt such rules and
regulations as are necessary for the conduct of its
business, including rules of procedure.



Cathlamet Municipal Code 2.50.040

2-9 (Revised 5/11)

(4) A majority of planning commission mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business, and a majority vote of those present shall
be necessary to carry any proposition.

(5) The planning commission shall conduct its
meetings in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act and shall keep a written record of its
meetings, resolutions, transactions, finding, and
determinations. (Ord. 412 § 4, 2000)

Chapter 2.55

PERSONNEL POLICIES

Sections:

Article I. General Provisions

2.55.010 Purpose/scope.
2.55.020 Status of employees.
2.55.030 Equal employment opportunity (EEO).
2.55.040 Sexual harassment.
2.55.050 Definitions.
2.55.060 Employee personnel records.
2.55.070 References.

Article II. Hours and Attendance

2.55.080 Working hours.
2.55.090 Hours of work and overtime.
2.55.100 Compensatory time (“comp time”).
2.55.110 Attendance.
2.55.120 Breaks and lunch periods.
2.55.130 Call back.
2.55.140 Payroll records.

Article III. Recruiting and Hiring

2.55.150 Recruiting.
2.55.160 Hiring.
2.55.170 Temporary employees.
2.55.180 Volunteers.
2.55.190 Probation period.
2.55.200 Employment of relatives (nepotism).
2.55.210 Promotions and transfers.

Article IV. Compensation

2.55.220 Salary classifications and grades.
2.55.230 Employee pay rates.
2.55.240 Paydays.
2.55.250 Deductions.
2.55.260 Travel away from town.
2.55.270 Travel expense reimbursement.
2.55.280 Professional, civic and service 

organization memberships.
2.55.290 Compensation upon termination.

Article V. Performance Evaluations and Training

2.55.300 Performance evaluations.
2.55.310 Training policy.
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Article VI. Benefits

2.55.320 Retirement benefits.
2.55.330 Disability benefits.
2.55.340 Insurance benefits.
2.55.350 Tax deferral programs.
2.55.360 Unemployment compensation.

Article VII. Leaves of Absence and Time Off

2.55.370 Leaves.
2.55.380 Vacation.
2.55.390 Sick leave.
2.55.400 Leave without pay.
2.55.410 Jury and witness leave.
2.55.420 Military leave.
2.55.430 Administrative leave.
2.55.440 Holidays.
2.55.450 Religious holidays.

Article VIII. Employee 
Responsibilities and Conduct

2.55.460 General policy.
2.55.470 Outside employment and conflicts of 

interest.
2.55.480 Political activities.
2.55.490 No smoking policy.
2.55.500 Use of town vehicles and equipment.
2.55.510 Bulletin boards.
2.55.520 Contacts with news media.
2.55.530 Seat belt policy.
2.55.540 Cell phone policy.
2.55.545 Email, Internet and network use policy.
2.55.550 Driver’s license requirements.
2.55.560 Safety.
2.55.570 Substance abuse.
2.55.580 Drug-free workplace.
2.55.590 Complaint procedures.
2.55.600 Reporting improper governmental 

action (whistleblower).

Article IX. Discipline and Termination

2.55.610 Discipline.
2.55.620 Termination.
2.55.630 Pretermination hearing.
2.55.640 Layoff.
2.55.650 Resignation.
2.55.660 Death.

Article I. General Provisions

2.55.010 Purpose/scope.
(1) This chapter sets forth the town’s current

employment policies. The town reserves the right
to amend, delete, supplement, or rescind any of the
provisions of this chapter, as the town deems nec-
essary and appropriate. These policies shall not be
construed to create contractual rights or any type of
promise or guarantee of specific treatment upon
which any employee may rely. The town also
reserves the right to deviate from these policies in
individual situations, particularly in an emergency,
in order to achieve its primary mission of providing
orderly and cost efficient services to its citizens.

(2) These personnel policies shall apply to all
town employees. They shall not apply to elected
officials, independent contractors and, except as
provided in Chapter 2.70 CMC (Cathlamet Fire
Department), to volunteers. In the event of conflict
between any provision of this chapter and applica-
ble law, the provisions of the law shall govern. In
the event of conflict between any provision of this
chapter and any personnel manual the town may
issue, these policies shall govern. In all other cases,
these policies shall govern.

(3) These policies are not intended to be a con-
tract, express or implied, or as a guarantee of
employment for any specific duration. No supervi-
sor or representative of the town other than the
mayor has the authority to enter into any agreement
for employment for any specified period or to
make any written or verbal commitments contrary
to the foregoing. (Ord. 548 § 2, 2012; Ord. 518 § 2,
2009)

2.55.020 Status of employees.
(1) All employees of the town of Cathlamet are

“at will” employees and serve at the pleasure of the
mayor. The mayor can discharge employees for no
cause, good cause or even cause morally wrong
without fear of liability.

(2) Nothing contained in these rules and regula-
tions is intended to create any express or implied
contract of employment. The town retains its abso-
lute prerogative to discharge employees without
cause, except as that right may be restricted by stat-
utes of the state of Washington and the United
States of America. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)



2.55.030 

2.55.040 

2.55.050 

Equal employment opportunity 
(EEO). 

(1) The town is an equal employment oppor-
tunity employer. The town employs, retains, pro-
motes, terminates and otherwise treats all 
employees and job applicants on the basis of merit, 
qualifications, and competence. This policy shall 
be applied without regard to any individual’s sex, 
race, color, religion, national origin, pregnancy, 
age, marital status, medical condition, physical 
handicap or disability. 

(2) The town will not discriminate against ap-
plicants or employees with a sensory, physical or 
mental impairment, unless the impairment cannot 
be reasonably accommodated and prevents proper 
performance of an essential element of the job. 

(3) Employees with life-threatening illness,
such as cancer, heart disease, or AIDS/HIV con-
ditions, or communicable diseases such as tuber-
culosis or influenza, are treated the same as all 
other employees. They are permitted to continue 
working so long as they are able to maintain an 
acceptable level of performance and medical evi-
dence shows they are not a threat to themselves or 
their coworkers. The town will work to preserve 
the safety of all of its employees and reserves the 
right to reassign employees or take other job ac-
tions when a substantial and unusual safety risk to 
fellow town employees or the public exists. (Ord. 
518 § 2, 2009) 

Sexual harassment. 
(1) It is the policy of the town to provide a work

environment for its employees which is free from 
discrimination and intimidation. The town will not 
tolerate any form of sexual harassment. Prompt 
disciplinary action will be taken against an em-
ployee who commits or participates in any form of 
sexual harassment. 

(2) Sexual harassment is defined as unwanted,
unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual 
favors, and other verbal or physical conduct which 
has the effect of creating an offensive, intimidat-
ing, degrading or hostile work environment, or ad-
versely interferes or affects an employee’s work 
performance. Sexual harassment can take many 
forms and can include: 

(a) Verbal behaviors such as slurs, com-
ments, jokes, innuendoes, unwelcome compli-
ments or requests for sexual favors; 

(b) Nonverbal behavior such as pranks, sug-
gestive looks, or displaying of nude or sexual pic-
tures, cartoons or calendars, or transmission of 
same via postal or electronic means; 

(c) Any unwanted touching or physical be-
havior such as pats, squeezes, shoulder or neck 
rubs, or brushing against someone’s body. 

(3) Any employee who believes he or she is
being sexually harassed by supervisors, cowork-
ers, council members, board members, volunteers, 
vendors, or town customers should immediately 
notify his/her supervisor. In the event that the al-
leged harassment involves the supervisor, he/she 
should notify the mayor. If the alleged harassment 
involves the mayor, he/she should notify the town 
attorney. The town will not retaliate against an em-
ployee who complains of sexual harassment. (Ord. 
518 § 2, 2009) 

Definitions. 
(1) “Work week” begins at 12:00 a.m. Saturday

and ends at 11:59 p.m. Friday. 
(2) “Supervisor” means an employee who has

responsibility for directing one or more employ-
ees. 

(3) “Full-time employee” means an employee
who has completed his/her probation period and 
who regularly works a minimum of 40 hours a 
week, 2,080 hours a year on a continuing basis. 

(4) “Permanent part-time employee” means an
employee who works a minimum of 80 hours per 
month, 960 hours a year on a continuing basis and 
is eligible for prorated town benefits as defined in 
this chapter. 

(5) “Limited duration or hours employee”
means an employee who holds a job of limited 
duration arising out of special programs or pro-
jects, abnormal workloads or emergencies, or who 
works fewer than 80 hours per month, 960 hours 
a year on a continuing basis. Limited duration or 
hours employees are not entitled to any of the 
town benefits provided for full-time employees; 
provided, however, that they shall be eligible for 
sick leave benefits as set forth in CMC 2.55.390. 

(6) “Volunteer” means a person who offers
himself/herself for a service of his/her own free 
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2.55.060 

2.55.070 

2.55.080 

2.55.090 

will and receives no compensation. The volunteer 
works under the direction of a department head, 
supervisor or authorized designee. Compensation 
shall not be construed to include stipends paid to 
volunteer firefighters. 

(7) “Nonexempt employee” means an em-
ployee who generally is subject to the minimum 
wage and overtime provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (“FLSA”) and is typically paid ei-
ther on an hourly or salary basis. 

(8) “Exempt employee” means an employee
who is exempt from the provisions of the Fair La-
bor Standards Act (“FLSA”) and is not entitled to 
overtime payments. Exempt employees typically 
are paid on a salary basis and include administra-
tive, executive, and professional employees. 

(9) Immediate Family. An employee’s “imme-
diate family” includes the employee’s spouse, 
child or stepchild, parent, brother or sister, mother 
or father-in-law, son or daughter-in-law. 

(10) “Probationary period” means a post-hiring
period of time required for a newly hired or former 
employee to demonstrate suitability for the job. 
Reference section CMC 2.55.190. (Ord. 605 § 1, 
2018; Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Employee personnel records. 
(1) A personnel file for each employee is kept

in the Town Hall office, and access is limited to 
the employee’s supervisor, the Town Hall office 
staff and the mayor. An employee’s personnel file 
contains the employee’s name, title and/or position 
held, job description, department to which the em-
ployee is assigned, salary, changes in employment 
status, training received, performance evaluations, 
personnel actions affecting the employee, includ-
ing discipline, and other pertinent information. 

(2) An employee has the right to review his/her
file. An employee may request removal of irrele-
vant or erroneous information in his/her personnel 
file. If the town denies the employee’s request to 
remove the information, the employee may file a 
written rebuttal statement to be placed in his/her 
file. 

(3) Personnel files are kept confidential to the
maximum extent permitted by law. Except for rou-
tine verifications of employment, no information 
from an employee’s personnel file will be released 
to the public, including the press, without a written 

request for specific information. (Ord. 518 § 2, 
2009) 

References. 
(1) The town does not give references, other

than to confirm the dates of employment and last 
salary, without the express written consent of the 
employee. 

(2) Only the mayor will provide employment
references on behalf of the town on current or 
former regular town employees. Supervisors may 
give references on temporary employees and vol-
unteers. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Article II. Hours and Attendance 

Working hours. 
(1) The town’s standard work week is Saturday

through Friday. Town Hall is open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 noon Monday through Friday, and from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. Supervisors will designate work schedules 
for individual employees to be approved by the 
mayor. 

(2) A normal working schedule for all regular,
full-time employees consists of 40 hours each 
work week. Different work schedules, such as in 
the case of public works employees, may be es-
tablished by the town to meet job assignments 
and provide necessary town services. Each em-
ployee’s supervisor will advise the employee re-
garding his/her specific working hours. 

(3) Part-time and temporary employees will
work hours as specified by their supervisors. (Ord. 
605 § 2, 2018; Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Hours of work and overtime. 
(1) All town positions are designated as either

“exempt” or “nonexempt” according to the Fair 
Labor Standards Act (“FLSA”) regulations. Un-
less deemed otherwise by the appropriate state or 
federal agency, the following positions shall be 
considered as exempt: NONE. 

(2) For all town full-time employees the estab-
lished work period is 40 hours within a seven-day 
work week starting on Saturday and ending on Fri-
day. 

(3) Nonexempt employees are entitled to ad-
ditional compensation, either in cash or compen-
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satory time off, when they work more than the 
maximum number of hours during a work period. 

(4) All overtime must be authorized in advance
by the employee’s supervisor and the mayor ex-
cept in an emergency situation. 

(5) Overtime pay is calculated at one and one-
half times the employee’s regular rate of pay for all 
time worked beyond the established work period. 

(6) When computing overtime, sick leave and
vacation time is not counted as hours worked. 
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(7) Exempt employees are not covered by the
FLSA overtime provisions and do not receive
either overtime pay or compensatory time in lieu of
overtime pay. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.100 Compensatory time (“comp time”).
(1) Nonexempt employees entitled to overtime

pay may elect to receive compensatory time (comp
time) off instead of cash payment. This is approved
on a case-by-case basis by the employee’s supervi-
sor. If the compensatory time option is exercised,
the employee is credited with one and one-half
times the hours worked, as overtime. Maximum
accruals of compensatory time shall be limited to
40 hours for full-time employees and 20 hours for
permanent part-time employees. After maximum
accrual, normal compensation shall be paid.

(2) Exempt employees are not covered by the
FLSA overtime provisions and do not receive
either overtime pay or compensatory time in lieu of
overtime pay.

(3) Employees should schedule the use of com-
pensatory time within a reasonable time period by
making a written request to their supervisor. Com-
pensatory time should be used for short-term
absences from work during times mutually agreed
to by the employee and his/her supervisor. Accu-
mulation of compensatory time to be used as a sub-
stitute for extended vacation time off is not
normally permitted.

(4) If an employee is unable to use accrued
compensatory time within six months, the
employee will be paid his/her original wage over-
time wage. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.110 Attendance.
(1) Punctual and consistent attendance is a con-

dition of employment.
(2) Employees unable to work or unable to

report to work on time should notify their supervi-
sor as soon as possible, ordinarily before the work
day begins or within 30 minutes of the employee’s
usual starting time. If an absence continues beyond
one day, the employee is responsible for reporting
in each day. If the supervisor is unavailable, the
employee may leave a message with the Town Hall
office staff stating the reason for being late or
unable to report for work.

(3) Employees are expected to be at work dur-
ing inclement weather. Supervisors may allow
employees to be late or leave early during severe

weather conditions; however, nonattendance will
be counted as absence from work and will be
charged to accrued vacation or comp time.

(4) An employee who is absent without autho-
rization or notification is subject to disciplinary
action, including possible termination. (Ord. 518
§ 2, 2009)

2.55.120 Breaks and lunch periods.
Employees may take one 15-minute break for

every four hours worked. All breaks shall be
arranged so that they do not interfere with town
business or service to the public. Lunch periods
shall be scheduled by the employee’s supervisor.
The scheduling of meal periods may vary depend-
ing on department workload. Lunch periods are
unpaid and are one-half hour in length. (Ord. 518
§ 2, 2009)

2.55.130 Call back.
All employees are subject to call back in emer-

gencies or as needed by the town to provide neces-
sary services to the public. A refusal to respond to
a call back is grounds for immediate disciplinary
action, including possible termination. Employees
called back to duty will be paid their appropriate
rate of pay for hours worked. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.140 Payroll records.
The official payroll records are kept by the

clerk-treasurer. Each supervisor shall turn in on a
monthly basis a work record for each employee
within their department that has been signed by the
employee and the supervisor, noting hours worked,
leave taken and overtime worked. The mayor shall
sign work records for supervisors. (Ord. 518 § 2,
2009)

Article III. Recruiting and Hiring

2.55.150 Recruiting.
(1) Recruiting practices are conducted solely on

the basis of ability, merit, qualifications and com-
petence, without regard to race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, marital status, pregnancy,
physical handicap, disability or age.

(2) Each applicant shall complete and sign an
application form prior to being considered for any
position. Resumes may supplement, but not
replace, the town’s official application.



2.55.160 

2.55.170 

2.55.180 

(3) Any applicant who is hired and found to
have supplied false or misleading information is 
subject to immediate termination. (Ord. 518 § 2, 
2009) 

Hiring. 
(1) The mayor shall have authority with respect

to the hiring or termination of all employees. All 
employees serve at the pleasure of the mayor and 
shall not be subject to the approval of the town 
council; as provided by provisions of RCW 
35.27.070, as amended. 

(2) When a position becomes vacant the super-
visor shall review the position, its job description 
and the need for such a position. The mayor must 
approve the position before it can be filled. 

(3) Residency within the town shall not be a
condition of initial appointment or continued em-
ployment; provided, however, that an employee’s 
selection of residence shall not interfere with the 
daily performance of his/her duties and responsi-
bilities. 

(4) Applicants for positions in which the appli-
cant is expected to operate a motor vehicle must be 
at least 18 years old and will be required to present 
a valid Washington State driver’s license with any 
necessary endorsements. Driving records of appli-
cants may be checked. Applicants with poor dri-
ving records, as determined by the town, may be 
disqualified for employment with the town in po-
sitions requiring driving. 

(5) The town will require a background check
before an offer of employment is made. The mayor 
may authorize the applicant to begin work if a de-
termination is made that urgent necessity so re-
quires. In such case, continued employment is 
contingent upon satisfactory results from the back-
ground check. 

(6) The town may administer pre-employment
examinations to test the qualifications and ability 
of applicants, as determined necessary by the 
town. The town may contract with any competent 
agency or individual to prepare and/or administer 
examinations. 

(7) After an offer of employment has been
made and prior to commencement of employment, 
the town may require persons selected for employ-
ment to successfully pass a medical examination, 
which may include testing for alcohol and con-

trolled substances. The purpose of the examina-
tion is to determine if the individual is physically 
able to perform the job and to ensure his/her phys-
ical condition will not endanger the health, safety 
or well-being of the applicant, if employed, other 
employees or the public. The offer of employment 
may be conditioned on the results of the examina-
tion. 

(8) A candidate may be disqualified from con-
sideration if: 

(a) Found physically unable to perform the
duties of the position and the individual’s condi-
tion cannot reasonably be accommodated in the 
workplace; 

(b) The candidate refuses to submit to a med-
ical examination or complete medical history 
forms; 

(c) The candidate is dishonest or conceals
material facts on the job application; or 

(d) If the exam reveals use of alcohol and/or
controlled substances. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Temporary employees. 
(1) With approval of the mayor, temporary em-

ployees may be used during emergencies or other 
peak workload periods, to temporarily replace reg-
ular employees absent due to disability, illness, va-
cation or other approved leave, or to temporarily 
fill a vacancy until a regular employee is hired. 

(2) Temporary employees may be hired without
competitive recruitment or examination. 

(3) Temporary employees may not work more
than 70 hours a month for more than five months 
in a 12-month period. 

(4) Temporary employees are eligible for over-
time and sick leave pay as required by law. Tem-
porary employees are not eligible for and do not 
receive retirement, vacation, health insurance, hol-
iday, or other benefits during their employment. 
(Ord. 605 § 5, 2018; Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Volunteers. 
(1) Volunteers are recruited, trained and super-

vised by a department head, supervisor or autho-
rized designee. 

(2) Volunteers may be recruited without com-
petitive recruitment or examination. (Ord. 518 § 2, 
2009) 
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2.55.190 Probation period.
(1) All newly hired employees or former

employees who have been rehired enter a probation
period which is considered an integral part of the
selection and evaluation process. During the proba-
tion period an employee is required to demonstrate
suitability for the position through actual work per-
formance.

(2) The normal probation period is six months
from the employee’s date of hire, rehire or promo-
tion; however, longer periods may be established
for positions requiring technical, professional, spe-
cialized, unusual or unique skills or qualifications.

(3) An employee’s probation period may be
extended for up to an additional six months when
needed due to circumstances such as extended ill-
ness or a need to continue to evaluate marginal per-
formance, to properly evaluate the employee’s
performance. The probation period will not be
shortened for any reason.

(4) Probation employees accrue vacation and
sick leave, but are not eligible to use vacation until
after their probation period is completed.

(5) During the probation period, the employee
may be terminated at any time.

(6) When a supervisor determines an employee
has satisfactorily completed the probation period,
the supervisor shall prepare a written performance
evaluation, which will be reviewed by the mayor.
If the probation period is satisfactorily completed,
the employee may be certified to regular employ-
ment status. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.200 Employment of relatives 
(nepotism).

(1) An employee’s relatives will not be
employed by the town of Cathlamet under any of
the following circumstances:

(a) Where one of the parties would have
authority (or practical power) to supervise,
appoint, remove, or discipline the other;

(b) Where one party would be responsible
for auditing the work of the other;

(c) Where both parties would report to the
same immediate supervisor (except in the case of
temporary employees, in which case the employ-
ment may be allowed by the mayor); or

(d) Where other circumstances might lead to
potential conflict among the parties or conflict
between the interest of one or both parties and the
best interests of the town.

(2) “Relatives” include an employee’s parent,
child, spouse, brother, sister, in-laws and step rela-
tionships.

(3) If two employees marry, become related or
begin sharing living quarters with one another, and
in the town’s judgment one or more of the potential
problems noted above exist or reasonably could
exist, only one of the employees will be permitted
to stay with the town, unless reasonable accommo-
dations, as determined by the mayor, can be made
to eliminate the potential problem. The decision as
to which relative will remain with the town must be
made by the two employees within 30 calendar
days of the date they marry, become related, or
begin sharing living quarters with each other. If no
decision has been made during this time, the town
reserves the right to terminate either employee.
(Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.210 Promotions and transfers.
(1) The town encourages current town employ-

ees to apply for vacant town positions for which
they are qualified. Promotions and transfers are
based on the supervisor’s recommendation, work
force requirements, performance evaluations, job
descriptions and related town requirements.

(2) Regular employees are eligible for promo-
tion, transfer or voluntary demotion. To be consid-
ered for another position, an employee must have
satisfactorily completed his/her probation period
and possess the qualifications for the vacant posi-
tion, unless such requirements are waived by the
mayor in the best interests of the town. (Ord. 518
§ 2, 2009)

Article IV. Compensation

2.55.220 Salary classifications and grades.
(1) Each job title within the town is classified

into one of the town’s classifications for salary pur-
poses, based on job qualifications, level of respon-
sibility, difficulty, working conditions, skill,
hazard, and amount of supervision required for the
specific job title. Each classification is designated
a particular salary or salary range shown on the
town’s annual budget ordinance.

(2) For purposes of tracking salaries and
remaining competitive with other jurisdictions,
only job titles and classifications appearing in the
Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Salary
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and Benefit Survey will be used in designating job 
titles and classifications for town employees. (Ord. 
518 § 2, 2009) 

Employee pay rates. 
(1) Employees shall be paid within the limits

of the wage range to which their positions are as-
signed by the budget ordinance. 

(2) Usually, new employees will start their em-
ployment at the minimum wage rate for their clas-
sification. However, a new employee may be 
employed at a higher rate than the minimum when 
the employee’s experience, training or proven ca-
pability warrants, or when prevailing market con-
ditions require a starting rate greater than the 
minimum. 

(3) Pay increases of one step may be given an-
nually at the employee’s anniversary date, contin-
gent on satisfactory performance as reported on 
their annual evaluation report. If an employee’s 
performance is consistently unsatisfactory, the 
mayor may defer a scheduled pay increase for a 
stipulated period of time or until the employee’s 
job performance is satisfactory. The budget ordi-
nance shall assign pay steps for purposes of ad-
ministrating this section. 

(4) The mayor may propose and the town coun-
cil may grant selective, merit, or across-the-board 
pay adjustments from time to time, raising the 
salaries of positions by a specified amount. Such 
adjustments, if any, will not change an employee’s 
pay anniversary date. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Paydays. 
Town employees are paid on the fifth day of 

each month for the prior month’s work, but may 
request a mid-month draw. If a regularly scheduled 
payday falls on Saturday, Sunday or a holiday, 
paychecks will be distributed on the last business 
day prior to the scheduled payday. (Ord. 546 § 1, 
2011; Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Deductions. 
Some regular deductions from the employee’s 

earnings are required by law; other deductions are 
specifically authorized by the employee. The town 
will withhold from the employee’s paycheck those 
deductions required by law and any voluntary de-
ductions authorized by the employee or statute. 
(Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Travel away from town. 
All reimbursable travel away from the town 

must be approved in advance by the mayor. Em-
ployees should make use of town vehicles if a ve-
hicle is available. Whenever possible, two or more 
employees should share rides. If private automo-
biles are used, employees will be reimbursed at the 
current Internal Revenue Service (IRS) rate. (Ord. 
518 § 2, 2009) 

Travel expense reimbursement. 
(1) Town employees will be reimbursed for rea-

sonable and customary expenses actually incurred 
in connection with the business of the town, in-
cluding food, lodging and travel expenses while 
away, but excluding any expenses for alcoholic 
beverages. Lodging will only be reimbursed out-
side of Wahkiakum County, unless specifically 
pre-approved by the mayor. Tips, not to exceed 15 
percent, for meals, taxis, or baggage handling are 
reimbursable. 

(2) Requests for reimbursement, including re-
ceipts, shall be submitted on an expense report 
form signed by the employee and the supervisor. 
(Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Professional, civic and service 
organization memberships. 

Administrative staff are encouraged to be mem-
bers of and participate in professional, civic, and 
service organizations. Membership fees, travel and 
meal costs attributable to an employee’s participa-
tion in such organizations may be reimbursed, if 
pre-approved by the mayor. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 

Compensation upon termination. 
When an employee’s employment with the town 

is terminated, the employee will receive the fol-
lowing compensation: 

(1) Regular wages for all hours worked up to
the time of termination that has not already been 
paid. 

(2) Any overtime or holiday pay that is due.
(3) A lump sum payment of any accrued but

unused vacation and compensatory time. 
(4) A lump sum payment of 10 percent of any

accrued but unused sick leave upon termination 
shall be made upon termination, but only to full-
time employees and permanent part-time employ-
ees. (Ord. 605 § 3, 2018; Ord. 518 § 2, 2009) 
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Article V. Performance Evaluations and 
Training

2.55.300 Performance evaluations.
(1) To achieve the town’s goal to train, promote

and retain the best qualified employee for every
job, the town conducts periodic written perfor-
mance evaluations for all positions.

(2) The mayor is responsible for developing
and maintaining the town’s performance evalua-
tion program.

(3) Employees are to be evaluated by their
supervisor, in writing on the prescribed forms,
prior to completion of their probation period and at
least once every 12 months thereafter.

(4) The evaluation is part of an employee’s per-
sonnel record and may be a factor in determining
the employee’s conversion to regular status,
whether the employee receives a wage increase, or
is to be promoted, transferred, demoted, laid off, or
terminated. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.310 Training policy.
The town seeks, within the limits of available

resources, to offer training to increase an
employee’s skills, knowledge and abilities directly
related to town employment, to obtain or maintain
required licenses and certifications, and to develop
staff resources. Opportunities may include, but are
not limited to: on-the-job training, in-house work-
shops, and seminars sponsored by other agencies
or organizations. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

Article VI. Benefits

2.55.320 Retirement benefits.
(1) The town makes contributions on behalf of

all eligible employees to the Social Security system
in addition to those contributions made by the
employee through FICA payroll deductions.

(2) All regular full-time and eligible part-time
employees are covered under the Public Employ-
ees Retirement System (PERS). Benefit levels and
contribution rates are set by the state of Washing-
ton.

(3) Employees intending to retire should notify
the mayor of their intent to retire at least three
months prior to the date of retirement. (Ord. 518
§ 2, 2009)

2.55.330 Disability benefits.
(1) All employees, except those covered by

LEOFF I, are covered by the state industrial insur-
ance program (worker’s compensation). This type
of insurance covers employees in case of on-the-
job injuries or job-related illness. For qualifying
cases, state industrial insurance will pay the
employee for work days lost for any disability
resulting from job-related injuries or illness. All
job-related accidents must be reported immedi-
ately to the supervisor.

(2) When an employee is absent for one or more
days due to an on-the-job accident, he/she is
required to file a claim for worker’s compensation.
If the employee files a claim, the town will con-
tinue to pay by use of the employee’s unused sick
leave the employee’s regular salary pending
receipt of worker’s compensation benefits.

(3) When the employee receives worker’s com-
pensation benefits, he/she is required to repay to
the town the amount covered by worker’s compen-
sation and previously advanced by the town. This
policy is to ensure that employees will receive
prompt and regular payment during periods of
injury or disability so long as accrued sick leave is
available, while ensuring that no employee
receives more than he/she would have received had
the injury not occurred. Upon the repayment of
funds advanced, the appropriate amount of sick
leave shall be restored to the employee’s account.

(4) The town may require an examination at its
expense, performed by a physician of its choice, to
determine when the employee can return to work
(in a regular or light duty capacity) and if he/she
will be capable of performing the duties and
responsibilities of the position. (Ord. 518 § 2,
2009)

2.55.340 Insurance benefits.
(1) Regular employees are eligible to partici-

pate in the town’s insurance programs. The pro-
grams and criteria for eligibility will be explained
at the time the employee becomes eligible to join.
Insurance benefits will be prorated for regular part-
time employees hired after the date of original
adoption of these policies. The town reserves the
right to make changes in the carriers and provisions
of these programs when deemed necessary or
advisable.
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(2) Upon mutual agreement between the em-
ployee and the town, and in accordance with the
terms and conditions of the insurance policy, the
town will continue health insurance coverage at
the employee’s expense during an approved un-
paid leave of absence.

(3) While an employee is receiving worker’s
compensation benefits, the town may continue to
pay the employee’s health insurance premiums for
up to six months, after which the employee may
choose to self-pay insurance premiums. (Ord. 518
§ 2, 2009)

Tax deferral programs.
Retirement contributions by employees into the

state retirement system will be taken and paid to
the state on a tax deferral basis. (Ord. 518 § 2,
2009)

Unemployment compensation.
Town employees may qualify for Washington

State unemployment compensation after termina-
tion from town employment depending on the rea-
son for termination and if certain qualifications are
met. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

Article VII. Leaves of Absence and Time Off

Leaves.
The town has six different types of leave:
(1) Vacation leave.
(2) Sick leave.
(3) Leave without pay.
(4) Jury and witness leave.
(5) Military leave.
(6) Administrative leave. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

Vacation.
(1) Each full-time employee is entitled to vaca-

tion leave which accrues monthly at the following
rate:

(a) Full-time employees shall accrue vaca-
tion leave with the first year of employment with
vacation pay at the rate of eight hours for each cal-
endar month of continuous employment.

(b) After one full year of continuous service,
full-time employees shall be granted an additional
eight hours of vacation leave for each year of ser-
vice with the town; said additional hours of vaca-
tion leave shall be credited to the employee at the

anniversary date of the employee’s employment.
In no event shall an employee accrue more than
240 hours of vacation leave in one year. The max-
imum additional hours added for length of service
shall be 144 hours.

(c) All requests for vacation leave must be
approved by the employee’s supervisor prior to the
start of the requested vacation leave. No employee
shall be paid for unearned vacation leave.

(d) Permanent part-time employees shall
have the option to elect that compensation for ac-
cumulated vacation time in excess of 115 hours be
directed to their deferred compensation accounts.
If no such election is made, vacation hours will
cease to accrue at any time during the year that the
employee’s accrual would exceed 115 hours.

(2) All new employees must satisfactorily com-
plete their probation period to be entitled to the
accrual and use of vacation leave. Permanent part-
time employees will accrue vacation on a pro rata
basis. Temporary employees are not eligible for
any vacation benefits.

(3) Each department is responsible for sched-
uling its employees’ vacations without undue dis-
ruption of department operations. Vacation leave
requests shall be submitted in writing at least two
weeks prior to taking vacation leave. If the nature
of the work makes it necessary to limit the number
of employees on vacation, the employees with the
greatest seniority shall be given their choice.

(4) Employees are encouraged to use their ac-
cumulated vacation time within the year in which
it was earned. Vacation leave may be carried over
from one year to the next to a maximum accrual
of 240 hours. Employees shall have the option to
elect that compensation for accumulated vacation
time in excess of 240 hours be directed to their de-
ferred compensation accounts. If no such election
is made, vacation hours will cease to accrue at any
time during the year that the employee’s accrual
would exceed 240 hours. Permanent part-time em-
ployees’ maximum accrual is prorated based upon
their PPE/FTE ratio. Employees will be paid for
unused vacation time upon termination of employ-
ment.

(5) Vacation leave must be taken in minimum
increments of one hour. (Ord. 592 §§ 2, 3, 4, 2017;
Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)
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2.55.390 Sick leave. 
(1) All full-time employees accrue sick leave

benefits at the rate of eight hours for each calendar 
month of continuous employment. Permanent 
part-time employees may accrue sick leave bene-
fits on a pro rata basis according to hours worked. 
The total accumulation of sick leave shall not ex-
ceed 720 hours (prorated for permanent part-time 
employees) at the normal rate of pay. 

(2) All limited duration or hours employees
shall accrue sick leave benefits at the rate of one 
hour of paid leave for every 40 hours worked as 
an employee. The total accumulation of sick leave 
shall not exceed 40 hours at the normal rate of pay. 

(3) Sick leave must be taken in minimum incre-
ments of one hour. 

(4) If any holidays fall within the days of ill-
ness, it shall not be charged against the sick leave 
of the employee. 

(5) Employees accrue and may use sick leave
during their probation periods. Employees do not 
accrue sick leave benefits during a leave without 
pay. 

(6) Sick leave covers those situations in which
an employee is absent from work due to: 

(a) An absence resulting from an employee’s
mental or physical illness, injury, or health con-
dition; to accommodate the employee’s need for 
medical diagnosis, care, or treatment of a mental 
or physical illness, injury, or health condition; or 
an employee’s need for preventive medical care; 
provided, that the employee must make a reason-
able effort to schedule nonemergency appoint-
ments at times which have the least interference 
with the work day; 

(b) To allow the employee to provide care for
a family member (as defined in subsection (7) of 
this section) with a mental or physical illness, in-
jury, or health condition; care of a family member 
who needs medical diagnosis, care, or treatment of 
a mental or physical illness, injury, or health con-
dition; or care for a family member who needs pre-
ventive medical care; provided, that the employee 
must make reasonable effort to schedule nonemer-
gency appointments at times which have the least 
interference with the work day; 

(c) When the employee’s place of business
has been closed by order of a public official for 
any health-related reason, or when an employee’s 

child’s school or place of care has been closed for 
such a reason; 

(d) Absences that qualify for leave under the
Domestic Violence Leave Act, Chapter 49.76 
RCW; 

(e) Exposure to a contagious disease where
on-the-job presence of the employee would jeop-
ardize the health of others; 

(f) Use of a prescription drug which impairs
job performance or safety; 

(g) Actual periods of temporary disability as-
sociated with pregnancy or childbirth. Employees 
may request additional time off beyond the actual 
period of disability; vacation leave, compensatory 
time, or leave without pay may be used; 

(h) Employees are eligible for up to three
days’ parental leave, chargeable to sick leave, to 
assist at home, when his or her spouse, registered 
domestic partner, or co-parent has given birth to or 
adopted a newborn child; 

(i) The death of an immediate family mem-
ber, not to exceed three days when the death was 
within the state of Washington, or five days when 
the death was out of state. Immediate family mem-
bers shall be as defined in CMC 2.55.200(2). 

(7) For purposes of subsection (6)(b) of this
section, “family member” means any of the fol-
lowing: 

(a) A child, including a biological, adopted,
or foster child, stepchild, or a child to whom the 
employee stands in loco parentis, is a legal 
guardian, or is a de facto parent, regardless of age 
or dependency status; 

(b) A biological, adoptive, de facto, or foster
parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of an em-
ployee or the employee’s spouse or registered do-
mestic partner, or a person who stood in loco 
parentis when the employee was a minor child; 

(c) A spouse;
(d) A registered domestic partner;
(e) A grandparent;
(f) A grandchild; or
(g) A sibling.

(8) A doctor’s certificate may be required when
an employee is absent for a period in excess of 
three days. The town may also request the opinion 
of a second doctor at the town’s expense to deter-
mine whether the employee suffers from a chronic 
physical or mental condition which impairs his/her 
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ability to perform the job. Employees who are ha-
bitually absent due to illness or disability may be 
terminated if their disability cannot be reasonably 
accommodated and/or when the employee’s ab-
senteeism prevents the orderly and efficient provi-
sion of services to the citizens of the town. 

(9) Employees who use all their accumulated
sick leave and require time off work due to illness 
or injury may, with the mayor’s prior approval, 
take leave without pay. 

(10) Employees are not eligible for leave under
the Federal Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) until the town employs at least 50 em-
ployees. (Ord. 605 § 4, 2018) 

Leave without pay. 
(1) The mayor may grant leaves of absence

without pay for absence from work not covered by 
any other type of leave or if other leave balances 
are exhausted. Examples of situations for which 
leave without pay may be granted include time off 
work for personal reasons, such as prolonged ill-
ness, parenting, caring for an ill relative, pursuing 
an education, or fulfilling a military obligation in 
excess of 15 days per year. 

(2) Only regular full-time and part-time em-
ployees who have satisfactorily completed their 

probation period are eligible for leave without pay. 
The following requirements apply: 

(a) Leave may be granted to an employee for
a period of up to 90 days upon the approval of the 
mayor. Further extensions are at the discretion of 
the mayor. 

(b) Accrued compensatory time, if any, and
vacation leave must be exhausted prior to taking 
any leave without pay. 

(c) An employee’s benefits are suspended
during the period of unpaid leave until the em-
ployee returns to work. Vacation, sick leave and/or 
any other benefits do not accrue while an em-
ployee is on leave without pay. 

(d) In certain circumstances, self-payment of
benefits may apply. See CMC 2.55.340 on insur-
ance benefits. 

(e) An employee who fails to report
promptly at the end of the unpaid leave is pre-
sumed to have resigned. An employee returning 
from a temporary disability may, at the town’s op-
tion, return to the same position or similar position 
at a comparable rate of pay. 

(f) If the leave without pay is due to an ill-
ness, the town may require a doctor’s certificate 
stating that the employee is capable of returning to 
work and performing the work, duties and respon- 
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sibilities of the employee’s position. (Ord. 518 § 2,
2009)

2.55.410 Jury and witness leave.
Employees may be granted time off with pay to

serve on a jury or as a court witness. If an employee
is summoned during a critical work period, the
town may ask the employee to request a waiver
from duty. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.420 Military leave.
(1) Employees who are members of the

National Guard or federal reserve military units
may be absent from their duties, with pay, for a
period of up to 15 days per calendar year when they
are performing ordered military training duty and
while going to and from that duty in accordance
with the laws of the state of Washington, RCW
38.40.060.

(2) Employees who are called or volunteer their
service with the armed forces of the United States
or the Washington National Guard shall be entitled
to be considered for reinstatement in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 73.16 RCW. (Ord.
518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.430 Administrative leave.
On a case-by-case basis, the town may place an

employee on administrative leave without pay as
determined by the mayor to be in the best interests
of the town during the tendency of an investigation
or other administrative proceeding. Administrative
leave under this section shall not exceed 30 days
without council approval. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.440 Holidays.
(1) The following legal holidays are recognized

by the town and shall be paid holidays for full-time
employees:

(2) The floating holiday is to be scheduled by
mutual agreement of the employee and his/her
supervisor after written request. Any floating holi-
day not used by an employee by the end of the year
will be forfeited.

(3) Any holiday falling on Saturday will be cel-
ebrated on the preceding Friday. Any holiday fall-
ing on Sunday will be celebrated on the following
Monday.

(4) If any of the above specified state legal hol-
idays are also federal legal holidays, but observed
on different dates, only the state legal holidays
shall be recognized as a paid legal holiday for town
employees.

(5) Full-time employees shall receive eight
hours’ pay for each of the holidays listed above on
which they perform no work, provided the
employee is not on an authorized leave of absence
without pay. Permanent part-time employees
working 80 or more hours a month shall receive
holiday pay based upon the ratio of their budgeted
hours to that of a full-time employee; i.e., a posi-
tion budgeted for 80 hours a month, 960 hours a
year is a 50 percent FTE and would receive 50 per-
cent of eight holiday hours.

(6) An employee who is required by the mayor
to work on a recognized legal holiday shall be
allowed to take off from employment, without pen-
alty, two times the time worked on said holiday.
After consultation with the mayor, the employee
may select the day or days when such holiday time
off shall be utilized. The clerk-treasurer shall main-
tain records with respect to any accrued holiday
time off.

(7) Holidays, which occur during vacation,
shall not be charged against vacation leave.

(8) Temporary employees will be paid at their
regular straight-time rate for hours worked on a
holiday. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.450 Religious holidays.
If an employee’s religious beliefs require obser-

vance of a holiday not included in the basic holiday
schedule, the employee may, with the mayor’s

New Year’s Day January 1st
Martin Luther King’s 
Birthday

Third Monday in 
January

President’s Day Third Monday in 
February

Memorial Day Last Monday in May
Independence Day July 4th
Labor Day First Monday in 

September
Veteran’s Day November 11th

Thanksgiving Day Fourth Thursday in 
November

Day after Thanksgiving 
Day

Friday following 
Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Day December 25th
One Floating Holiday Employee’s Preference
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approval, take the day off using vacation, compen-
satory time, or leave without pay. (Ord. 518 § 2,
2009)

Article VIII. Employee 
Responsibilities and Conduct

2.55.460 General policy.
(1) All town employees are expected to repre-

sent the town to the public in a professional manner
which is courteous, efficient and helpful. Employ-
ees must maintain a clean and neat appearance
appropriate to their work assignment, as deter-
mined by their position and their supervisor.

(2) Since the proper working relationship
between employees and the town depends on each
employee’s ongoing job performance, professional
conduct and behavior, the town has established
certain minimum standards of personal conduct.
Among the town’s expectations are: basic tact and
courtesy towards the public and fellow employees;
adherence to town policies, procedures, safety
rules and safe work practices; compliance with
directions from supervisors; preserving and pro-
tecting the town’s equipment, grounds, facilities
and resources; and providing orderly and cost effi-
cient services to its citizens.

(3) Town employees may not at any time make
personal purchases using the town of Cathlamet
corporate credit card. There shall be no exceptions
to this policy. Additionally, the town will not make
personal purchases for employees, whether pur-
chased locally, by catalog purchase, by Internet
purchase, or through any town suppliers.

(4) Peddling or soliciting for sale or donation of
any kind on town property or during working hours
is not allowed without the express written consent
of the mayor. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.470 Outside employment and conflicts 
of interest.

(1) Employees shall not, directly or indirectly,
engage in any outside employment or financial
interest which may conflict, in the town’s opinion,
with the best interests of the town or interfere with
the employee’s ability to perform his/her assigned
town job. Examples include, but are not limited to,
outside employment which:

(a) Prevents the employee from being avail-
able for work beyond normal working hours, such

as emergencies or peak work periods, when such
availability is a regular part of the employee’s job;

(b) Is conducted during the employee’s town
work hours, or with town equipment;

(c) Utilizes town telephones, computers,
supplies, or any other resources or facilities of the
town; or

(d) Is employed with a firm which has con-
tracts with or does business with the town; or

(e) May reasonably be perceived by mem-
bers of the public as a conflict of interest or other-
wise discredits public service.

(2) An employee who chooses to have an addi-
tional job, contractual commitment or self-employ-
ment may do so provided he/she obtains prior
approval from his/her immediate supervisor. (Ord.
518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.480 Political activities.
(1) Town employees may participate in politi-

cal or partisan activities of their choosing; pro-
vided, that town resources and property are not
utilized, and the activity does not adversely affect
the responsibilities of the employees in their posi-
tions. Employees may not campaign on town time
or in a town uniform or while representing the town
in any way. Employees may not allow others to use
town facilities or funds for political activities.

(2) Any town employee who meets with or may
be observed by the public or otherwise represents
the town to the public while performing his/her
regular duties may not wear or display any button,
badge or sticker relevant to any candidate or ballot
issue during working hours. Employees shall not
solicit, on town property or town time, for a contri-
bution for a partisan political cause.

(3) Except as noted in this policy, town
employees are otherwise free to fully exercise their
constitutional First Amendment rights. (Ord. 518
§ 2, 2009)

2.55.490 No smoking policy.
For health and safety considerations, the town

prohibits smoking by employees in all town facili-
ties, including town-owned buildings, vehicles,
and offices or other facilities rented or leased by
the town, including individual employee offices.
(Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)
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2.55.500 Use of town vehicles and equipment.
(1) Use of town phones for local personal

phone calls should be kept to a minimum; long dis-
tance personal use is prohibited. Other town equip-
ment, including vehicles, should be used by
employees for town business only. An employee’s
misuse of town services, telephones (including cel-
lular), vehicles, equipment or supplies can result in
disciplinary action including termination.

(2) The town will provide cellular telephones
and service for certain public works and other
workers for use on bona fide town business.
Employees may obtain cellular service through the
town by signing a personal cellular phone agree-
ment, assuming full responsibility for costs if they
are bona fide emergency workers.

(3) The employee to whom a town vehicle is
entrusted is responsible for its proper operation and
upkeep. Automotive service shall be authorized by
supervisors. The employee to whom the vehicle is
entrusted is responsible for seeing that servicing is
authorized and obtained.

(4) Mechanical defects or damage shall be
called to the attention of the supervisor as soon as
possible, in order that the proper repairs may be
made. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.510 Bulletin boards.
Information of special interest to all employees

is posted regularly on the town bulletin boards.
Employees may not post any information on these
bulletin boards without the authorization of the
clerk-treasurer. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.520 Contacts with news media.
The mayor, public information officer, or desig-

nated person shall be responsible for all official
contacts with the news media during working
hours, including answering of questions from the
media. The mayor may designate specific employ-
ees to give out procedural, factual or historical
information on particular subjects. It is the policy
of the town to maintain good press relations with
the media. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.530 Seat belt policy.
Per Washington law, anyone operating or riding

in town vehicles or in private vehicles while on
town business must wear seat belts at all times.
(Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.540 Cell phone policy.
Per Washington law, anyone operating a town

vehicle shall not use a handheld cell phone while
the vehicle is moving. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.545 Email, Internet and network use 
policy.

(1) Purpose. The town of Cathlamet provides a
communications network capable of offering elec-
tronic mail (email) and Internet access, where
applicable, to employees to assist in and facilitate
legitimate town business communications. The
town’s network and systems should be dedicated to
providing service to the public and used primarily
for town business. Utilization of these systems is a
privilege. Employees should never put information
on or access email or Internet services unless they
would feel comfortable accessing or putting the
same information in a widely distributed office
memo. By using the town’s network systems
(including email and Internet), employees agree
that they are aware of, understand and will comply
with the provisions of this policy.

(2) Definitions.
(a) “Computer system” includes individual

desktop computers (PCs), email system, Internet
access, laptop computers, floppy disks, magnetic
tapes, file servers, and all other components of the
town’s computer network.

(b) “Email” means the town’s electronic
mail system.

(c) “Intranet” means a website containing
content for internal use.

(d) “Internet” means a world-wide network
of computers.

(e) “Web browsing” means use of a browser
tool to access websites on the Internet.

(f) “Streaming audio” means technology
used to play audio/video on a PC over a network.
Can be used for music, voice, lectures and other
audio/video material. It generally consists of a con-
tinuous stream of data coming from a network.

(3) Use of Town Systems. The town’s com-
puter system is provided to assist employees to per-
form their jobs, share files, and communicate with
each other internally and with outside individuals
and organizations. The town’s computer system
should primarily be used for town business pur-
poses; provided, occasional or incidental personal
use is permitted within the guidelines below.
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(4) Prohibited and Inappropriate Uses.
(a) Use of the town’s computer system to

engage in any communication which violates fed-
eral, state, or local laws, codes, and regulations,
town policies and procedures is strictly prohibited
at all times.

(b) In addition, the following uses of the
town’s systems are inappropriate and are prohib-
ited at all times unless there is a legitimate business
need. That need must be conveyed to and the use
authorized by the employee’s department director
in writing prior to such use. Inappropriate uses of
the town’s system include, but are not limited to:

(i) Personal use during working hours;
(ii) Accessing of pornographic, sexually

explicit or indecent materials including materials
of a bawdy, risque or course nature, or any other
offensive or morally questionable materials;

(iii) Usage for any type of harassment or
illegal discrimination including transmission of
obscene or harassing messages to any other indi-
vidual(s);

(iv) Gambling or recreational games;
(v) Usage for any unethical activity that

could adversely affect the town of Cathlamet;
(vi) Any use which precludes or hampers

the town’s computer network performance;
(vii) Unauthorized copying of copy-

righted material;
(viii) Usage which violates software

license agreements;
(ix) The transmission of sensitive or pro-

prietary information to unauthorized persons or
organizations; or

(x) Attempts to make unauthorized entry
to other town systems or to other networks.

(xi) Due to the adverse effects that
streaming audio has on network performance,
employees may not access streaming audio except
for legitimate town business only. No personal
access to streaming audio on town systems is
allowed at any time.

(xii) Allowing any private individuals to
use town computers, equipment, services or Inter-
net access for personal profit, personal business,
commercial product advertisement or partisan
political purposes.

(5) Appropriate Use.
(a) The town’s computer systems may be

used by employees for town business.

(b) The system may also be utilized for occa-
sional or incidental personal use only if:

(i) The employee obtains approval from
the employee’s authorized supervisor or manager
for such use;

(ii) The use does not interfere with
employee or department productivity or work per-
formance; and

(iii) The use does not hamper network
performance.

(c) Examples of acceptable incidental or per-
sonal use of the system include: advising others
about an employee’s vacation, marriage, birth, etc.

(6) Email.
(a) All email messages, whether created or

received, are the property of the town of Cathlamet
and will generally be considered to be public
records, with certain exceptions, and therefore will
be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Dis-
closure Act, Chapter 42.17 RCW, and the public
will be deemed to have the right to examine most
public records. If there is concern about potential
public disclosure of the substance of a communica-
tion then email should not be used.

(b) Email is not an appropriate form of com-
munication with legal counsel when seeking legal
advice involving town business or transmitting
information concerning matters in litigation or dis-
putes that are likely to result in litigation. Inadvert-
ent disclosure or dissemination of communication
with the town’s legal counsel could waive the
attorney-client privilege.

(c) Employees should be aware that any
computer, whether networked or stand-alone, may
be accessible to other users. The town cannot guar-
antee the privacy of email communications,
whether internal or external. Employees should
never assume that no one else can read their email
except themselves, and thus should be careful with
the language they use and how they use it. Don’t
ever say things which you could regret later.

(d) Employees shall refrain from posting any
materials which violate federal or state laws or
town ordinances, resolutions or personnel policies.
These shall include, but are not limited to, those
that constitute: discrimination, sexual, racial or
religious harassment, slander and/or defamation
towards any individual, corporation, agency or
organization and/or disparagement of any trade,
business or product.
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(e) Employees shall refrain from posting or
transmittal of any materials containing obscene,
pornographic or profane materials of any kind,
including jokes, cartoons, photographs or any other
text-based or digitized images. Racism, sexism and
other discriminatory or inappropriate behaviors are
not tolerated by the town.

(f) Employees shall refrain from any type of
postings that constitute a solicitation of any type
(i.e., political, religious, personal gain, or in sup-
port of any illegal activity).

(g) Employees shall refrain from any posting
that may enter the realm of commercial advertising
or political campaigning.

(h) For personal safety and the safety of oth-
ers, always exercise caution when communicating
with others by email. Never give out your personal
information to anyone from town computers or
equipment.

(7) World Wide Web (WWW) Access.
(a) The Internet is a great storehouse of

information and contains resources that can greatly
enhance our ability to deliver cost-effective ser-
vices to our customers. The town encourages
exploration of the Internet for legitimate business-
related or professional activities.

(b) During the employee’s normal work
hours, the primary use of the town’s Internet
account shall be for legitimate town business only.
General exploration of the Internet or other per-
sonal use of the town’s Internet account shall be
limited to the employee’s nonwork hours with the
approval of their authorized supervisor.

(c) Employees who work within the public’s
visual sight should be cognizant of public percep-
tion and should use care and discretion in provid-
ing an appropriate image of the town while using
the Internet during the town’s normal work hours.

(d) Employees may not use personal Internet
accounts or use town computers or equipment to
reach personal websites.

(8) Computer System Access.
(a) The town treats all information transmit-

ted through or stored in the system, including email
messages, as business information. An employee
or anyone else using the town’s computer has no
expectation of privacy in the use of that computer.
The town has the capability and retains the right to
access, review, copy, modify, and delete any or all
of such business information for any purpose and

to disclose it to any party (inside or outside the
town) it deems appropriate or as required by law.

(b) Those files containing personal informa-
tion of any employee as a result of the employee
making incidental use for personal purposes,
including transmission of personal email mes-
sages, will be treated no differently than other busi-
ness files and information. Accordingly,
employees should not use the computer system to
send, receive or store any information that they
wish to keep private.

(9) Records Retention. The town has the obli-
gation to maintain all electronic files and records in
the same manner in which paper records are to be
maintained in accordance with the State Archivist
records retention schedule.

(10) Policy Compliance. Use of the town’s
computer system including email and Internet ser-
vices is a privilege. Inappropriate use or violations
of this policy may result in disciplinary action, up
to and including termination.

If, in the course of their normal duties, supervi-
sors have reason(s) to believe that an employee is
misusing the town’s computer systems, they shall
report the inappropriate use to the mayor.

All reports of alleged policy violations or inap-
propriate use of town systems received by an
employee’s supervisor shall be reported to the
mayor to coordinate an investigation or to recom-
mend an appropriate course of action. All investi-
gations will be coordinated through the mayor’s
office.

If, as a result of the investigation, sufficient facts
are gathered to support the allegations, it is the
responsibility of the mayor to administer any disci-
plinary action(s) necessary after consultation with
the town council. Violation of this policy can result
in discipline up to and including termination. (Ord.
531 § 1, 2010)

2.55.550 Driver’s license requirements.
(1) As part of the requirements for certain spe-

cific town positions, an employee may be required
to hold a valid Washington State driver’s license.

(2) If an employee’s license is revoked, sus-
pended or lost, or is in any other way not current,
valid and in the employee’s possession, the
employee shall promptly notify his/her supervisor
and will be immediately suspended from driving



Cathlamet Municipal Code 2.55.590

2-25 (Revised 5/11)

duties. The employee may not resume driving until
proof of a valid, current license is provided to
his/her supervisor.

(3) Depending on the duration of license sus-
pension, revocation or other inability to drive, an
employee may be subject to disciplinary action,
including termination.

(4) Concealment or falsification of information
related to this section is dishonesty, and is subject
to disciplinary action, up to and including dis-
missal.

(5) Special requirements for employees who
hold commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs) can be
found in CMC 2.55.570(2). (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.560 Safety.
(1) Every employee is responsible for maintain-

ing a safe work environment and following the
town’s safety rules. Each employee shall promptly
report all unsafe or potentially hazardous condi-
tions to his/her supervisor. The town will make
every effort to remedy problems as quickly as pos-
sible.

(2) In case of an accident involving a personal
injury, regardless of how serious, employees shall
immediately notify their supervisor or the mayor.
(Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.570 Substance abuse.
(1) The town may discipline or terminate an

employee possessing, consuming, controlling, sell-
ing or using alcohol, drugs or other controlled sub-
stances during work hours. The town may also
discipline or terminate an employee who exhibits
an ongoing dependence on alcohol, drugs or other
controlled substances which, in the town’s opinion,
impairs the employee’s work performance, poses a
threat to the public confidence, or is a safety risk to
the town or others.

(2) Substance Abuse Policy for Operators of
Commercial Motor Vehicles. Town employees
who hold commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs) and
who operate commercial motor vehicles while
employed by the town are subject to additional
rules and regulations imposed by the federal gov-
ernment. These regulations require urine drug test-
ing and alcohol breath testing in the following
circumstances:

(a) Pre-employment;
(b) Reasonable suspicion;
(c) Post-accident;

(d) Return-to-duty testing;
(e) Random testing.

CDL holders who test positive must be removed
from service and are subject to discipline, up to and
including termination. CDL holders should consult
the drug and alcohol testing policy for employees
who operate commercial vehicles for the additional
details concerning these rules. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.580 Drug-free workplace.
(1) The manufacturing, distribution, dispensa-

tion, possession and use of unlawful drugs or alco-
hol on town premises or during work hours by
town employees are strictly prohibited.

(2) Employees must notify the town within five
days of any conviction for a drug violation in the
workplace.

(3) Violation of this policy can result in disci-
plinary action, including termination. Continued
poor performance or failure to successfully com-
plete an assigned rehabilitation program is grounds
for termination. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.590 Complaint procedures.
The town recognizes that sometimes situations

arise in which an employee feels that he or she has
not been treated fairly or in accordance with town
rules and procedures. For this reason the town pro-
vides its employees with procedures for resolving
complaints.

(1) Step 1. An employee should first try to
resolve any problem or complaint with his/her
supervisor.

(2) Step 2. If the employee is not satisfied with
the response from the supervisor, the employee
may submit the problem, in writing, to the mayor.
The written complaint must contain, at a minimum:

(a) A description of the problem;
(b) A specific policy or procedure which the

employee believes has been violated or misap-
plied;

(c) The date of the circumstances leading to
the complaint or the date when the employee first
became aware of those circumstances;

(d) The remedy sought by the employee to
resolve the complaint. The written complaint
should be filed within 10 working days of the
occurrence leading to the complaint, or 10 working
days after the employee becomes aware of the cir-
cumstances.
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(3) The mayor may meet with the parties, either
individually or together, and will respond in writ-
ing to the aggrieved employee within 10 days of
the meeting. The mayor’s response and decision
shall be final and binding. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.600 Reporting improper governmental 
action (whistleblower).

It is the policy of the town:
(1) To encourage reporting by its employees of

improper governmental action taken by the town of
Cathlamet officers or employees; and

(2) To protect the town of Cathlamet employ-
ees who have reported improper governmental
actions. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

Article IX. Discipline and Termination

2.55.610 Discipline.
(1) All employees are expected to exercise

good judgment, loyalty, common sense, dedica-
tion, and courtesy in the performance of their
duties. The primary mission of every employee is
to provide courteous, orderly, efficient, and eco-
nomic delivery of services to the citizens of the
town.

(2) Acts, errors, or omissions which discredit
the public service or impair the provision of
orderly services to the citizens of the town may
result in discipline, including termination.

(3) The mayor or supervisor, as appropriate,
has full discretion and authority to impose disci-
plinary action in accordance with town policy and
the circumstances of the particular case.

(4) The following are examples of the types of
behavior which may result in discipline:

(a) Drinking alcohol or the abuse of nonpre-
scription or prescription drugs or other controlled
substances on the job, or arriving on the job under
the influence of or while in possession of alcohol,
drugs, or other controlled substances.

(b) Violation or willful neglect of a lawful
duty.

(c) Insubordination.
(d) Absence from work without first notify-

ing and securing permission from the supervisor.
(e) Habitual absence or tardiness for any rea-

son.
(f) Unsatisfactory job performance, as deter-

mined by the town.

(g) Conviction of any felony or a misde-
meanor involving moral turpitude.

(h) Acceptance of fees, gratuities or other
valuable items in the performance of the
employee’s official duties for the town.

(i) Inability, refusal or failure to perform the
duties of the assigned job.

(j) Violation of duties or rules imposed by
this chapter, or by any other town rule, regulation
or administrative order.

(k) Discourteous treatment of coworkers,
supervisors, elected or appointed officials, or the
public.

This list is not all-inclusive, but only serves
as a general guide. The town may discipline or ter-
minate employees for other reasons not stated
above.

(5) In the event that discipline is necessary, the
following types of disciplinary actions may be
used, depending on the particular situation:

(a) Oral Warning. An oral warning is a coun-
seling session between the employee’s supervisor
and the employee on the subject of the employee’s
conduct and performance, or his/her failure to
observe a rule, regulation, or administrative
instruction. It is intended to increase an employee’s
efficiency and value to the town by changing the
employee’s conduct, attitude, habits, or work
methods. Following the counseling session the
supervisor shall document the oral warning and
place it in the employee’s personnel file. The
employee shall be provided a copy and initial the
personnel file copy.

(b) Reprimand. A reprimand is a formal
written disciplinary action for misconduct, inade-
quate performance, or repeated lesser infractions.
Written reprimands are placed in the employee’s
personnel file. The employee shall be provided a
copy and initial the personnel file copy.

(c) Suspension. A suspension is a temporary,
unpaid absence from duty which may be imposed
as a penalty for significant misconduct or repeated
lesser infractions. A suspension is a severe disci-
plinary action which is made part of the
employee’s permanent record.

(d) Dismissal. As specified in CMC
2.55.620.

(6) Administrative leave without pay may be
utilized by the mayor pending the results of an
investigation or disciplinary action where the
mayor determines those factors such as public con-
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fidence, the safety of the employee or the efficient
functioning of the town call for such a suspension
from duty.

(7) No employee will be disciplined for a dis-
criminatory, retaliatory, or otherwise illegal rea-
son. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.620 Termination.
(1) An employee may be terminated from town

employment for any reasons listed below:
(a) During or at the end of the employee’s

probation period.
(b) As a result of disciplinary action.
(c) Due to loss of skills, certifications, or

other conditions which would make the employee
unfit for town service.

(d) When the town council has made a deter-
mination that a lack of work or funding exists with
respect to the employee’s position. The town coun-
cil has sole discretion to make determinations of
lack of work or lack of funding.

(e) If the employee has a physical or mental
impairment that prevents him/her from performing
the required duties of the employee’s position and
the employee cannot be reasonably accommo-
dated. Termination must be supported by medical
evidence which establishes that the performance
and qualifications are equal.

(2) An employee may be terminated from town
employment at will by the mayor at any time, with
or without notice and with or without cause, except
as that right may be restricted by the statutes of the
state of Washington and the United States of
America.

(3) No employee will be terminated for a dis-
criminatory, retaliatory, or otherwise illegal rea-
son. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.630 Pretermination hearing.
In the case of termination of an employee other

than probationary employees, the town will con-
duct a pretermination hearing. The pretermination
hearing serves as a check against mistaken deci-
sions and to determine whether there is a reason-
able presumption that the charges against the
employee are valid and support termination.

(1) In the event a supervisor desires to termi-
nate an employee, the employee (other than proba-
tionary employees) shall be provided with a notice
of the recommendation for termination. The notice
shall include an explanation of the charges on

which the recommendation is based, and the time
and date for a pretermination hearing. If the
employee fails or refuses to appear, the termination
may proceed.

(2) Pretermination hearings will be presided
over by the mayor or a designated representative.

(3) At the hearing, the employee may show
cause why he/she should not be terminated. The
employee may bring one person to the hearing as
an observer who is not allowed to participate in the
hearing or interfere with its orderly process.

(4) Within two working days after the pretermi-
nation hearing, the mayor will usually issue a deci-
sion on whether there are reasonable grounds to
believe the charges against the employee are true
and support termination. A longer review period
may be required in more complex situations. If the
decision finds the charges credible, the termination
may proceed. If the decision finds the charges
questionable or insufficient for termination, the
matter returns to the supervisor for further investi-
gation or other disciplinary action short of termina-
tion. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.640 Layoff.
(1) The mayor may lay off employees for lack

of work, budgetary restrictions or other changes
that have taken place.

(2) Temporary employees or employees who
have not completed their trial period will be laid off
before regular employees are affected.

(3) In determining who is to be laid off, consid-
eration will be given to individual performance and
the qualifications required for remaining jobs.
Seniority will be considered when performance
and qualifications are equal.

(4) Employees who are laid off may be eligible
to be re-employed, if a vacancy occurs in a position
for which they are qualified. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.650 Resignation.
An employee should provide two weeks’ notice

of resignation. This time limit may be waived by
the mayor. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)

2.55.660 Death.
Upon the death of an employee, all compensa-

tion due shall be paid to the surviving spouse or the
estate of the employee. (Ord. 518 § 2, 2009)
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Chapter 2.60

CONTRACTED FUNCTIONS

Sections:
2.60.010 Contracted functions authorized.
2.60.020 Critical functions.
2.60.030 Nonduplication of existing employee 

functions.
2.60.040 Contracting process.
2.60.050 Evaluation of contractor performance.

2.60.010 Contracted functions authorized.
Where permitted by law, the council shall iden-

tify critical duties or functions that have been man-
dated by law, or deemed essential to the public
welfare, that should be performed by persons,
firms, or organizations other than employees of the
town of Cathlamet. The mayor may, upon authori-
zation by council resolution, enter into contracts
and agreements to perform such functions. (Ord.
520, 2009)

2.60.020 Critical functions.
The council has determined that the following

functions are critical to the public welfare, and may
be contracted for as permitted by law:

(1) Town attorney.
(2) Town surveyor.
(3) Town forester.
(4) Town engineer.
(5) Consultant – professional or occupational

specialty.
(6) Other functions identified by resolution of

the council. (Ord. 520, 2009)

2.60.030 Nonduplication of existing employee 
functions.

The town shall not contract out the functions of
existing town employees, except where the council
determines that doing so is in the best economic
interest of the town, and after a public hearing has
been held to ascertain the views of the employees
and the public on the proposed contracting out.
After due consideration of the testimony presented
at the hearing, the decision of the council thereon
shall be final. (Ord. 520, 2009)

2.60.040 Contracting process.
The mayor shall periodically advertise in the

town’s newspaper of official record, and by other
means deemed expedient, for requests for qualifi-
cations (RFQs) from potential professional con-
tractors on the following schedule:

(1) Town attorney: every two years, beginning
in March 2010.

(2) Town surveyor: every three years, begin-
ning in September 2010.

(3) Town forester: every two years, beginning
in February 2010.

(4) Town engineer: every five years, beginning
in June 2010.

(5) Consultant – professional or occupational
specialty: as needed.

(6) Other functions per CMC 2.60.030: as
needed.

The mayor and a subcommittee of the council
shall evaluate the responses to the RFQs, and make
a recommendation to the full council on final selec-
tion. The selection shall be based upon an objective
evaluation of the applicant’s possession of the
required professional licenses, certificates, educa-
tion, experience, reasonableness of fees, and,
where applicable, corporate capability to perform
the applicable critical function.

The town council shall adopt a process for adju-
dicating protests of the selection. The council’s
decision on the selection shall be final. (Ord. 520,
2009)

2.60.050 Evaluation of contractor 
performance.

The mayor and council shall, from time to time
as they deem necessary, review the performance of
each contractor’s performance of the applicable
critical function, and provide such formal or infor-
mal feedback to the contractor as may be deemed
necessary to protect the interests of the town. (Ord.
520, 2009)
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Chapter 2.65

TOWN HALL OFFICE HOURS

Sections:
2.65.010 Town Hall office hours.

2.65.010 Town Hall office hours.
As of the effective date of the ordinance codified

in this chapter, the Town Hall office will be open
to the public on the following schedule:

The Town Hall office will be closed for business
on all legal holidays, except as may otherwise be
provided by resolution of the town council. (Ord.
536 § 1, 2011)

Chapter 2.70

CATHLAMET FIRE DEPARTMENT

Sections:
2.70.010 Definitions.
2.70.020 Membership.
2.70.030 Officers’ appointments and selection.
2.70.040 Duties of chief and executive assistant 

chief.
2.70.045 Discipline.
2.70.050 Equipment.
2.70.060 Safety meetings.
2.70.070 Special officers.
2.70.080 Pension and relief.
2.70.085 Firefighters’ board of trustees.
2.70.090 Personnel policies and standard 

operating procedures.

2.70.010 Definitions.
(1) “Chief” shall mean the chief of the town of

Cathlamet volunteer fire department.
(2) “Executive assistant chief” shall mean the

highest-ranking assistant chief of the town of Cath-
lamet volunteer fire department.

(3) “Town” shall mean the town of Cathlamet,
Washington.

(4) “Town council” shall mean the town coun-
cil of the town of Cathlamet, Washington.

(5) “Department” shall mean the town of Cath-
lamet volunteer fire department, and includes the
emergency medical services (EMS) division.

(6) “Mayor” shall mean the mayor of the town
of Cathlamet, Washington.

(7) “Clerk-treasurer” shall mean the clerk-trea-
surer of the town of Cathlamet, Washington.

(8) “Member” shall mean a member of the town
of Cathlamet volunteer fire department.

(9) “Officer” shall mean an appointed chief,
appointed executive assistant chief, and subordi-
nate officers selected by the members and
approved by the chief.

(10) “Special officer” shall mean a duly
appointed fire marshal, administrative specialist,
or other noncommand specialist, who need not be
a member.

(11) “Board” means the Cathlamet firefighters’
board of trustees. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.020 Membership.
(1) To be a member of the department, a person

shall:

Mondays, 
Wednesdays and 
Fridays:

Open 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
[Closed for lunch from 
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.]

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays: 

Open 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon.
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(a) Be determined by the chief to be physi-
cally fit to perform assigned duties; and

(b) Be available to serve the department; and
(c) Be 16 years of age or older; and
(d) Submit to a criminal background check

as provided by the town; and
(e) Serve a six-month probationary period

during which the chief may terminate the individ-
ual at any time for any reason after confirmation by
the mayor; and

(f) Be accepted for membership by a major-
ity vote of the department membership, after suc-
cessful completion of the mandatory six-month
probationary period after confirmation by the
mayor.

(g) Nothing herein shall preclude the desig-
nation of youths between the ages of 16 and 18
years of age as members for the purposes of edu-
cating them in the science of fire suppression, first
aid, and related public safety subjects. Any youths
so affiliated with the department will require writ-
ten approval of a parent or guardian, be subject to
department procedures, and follow all applicable
laws regulating the training or employment of
minors.

(2) Membership in the department is voluntary.
Each member, as a condition of becoming a mem-
ber, accepts all department procedures and prac-
tices. Each member shall be provided a copy of the
department standard operating procedures and
shall sign a form documenting that he or she has
been provided such copy.

(3) Each member shall receive a copy of the
town employee handbook and shall comply with
applicable town policies and procedures, set forth
in Chapter 2.55 CMC.

(4) Each member shall attend all training ses-
sions, drills, and departmental meetings, unless
excused by the chief.

(5) Each new member shall complete a driving
record certification form and provide a copy of his
or her driver’s license annually. The town shall
inspect each member’s driving record certification
and a copy of the member’s license on a staggered
three-, four-, and five-year cycle. Members shall
disclose to the chief all traffic accidents, citations
and arrests occurring on or off duty. The chief shall
determine if training or discipline is needed. Fail-
ure to self-report to the chief shall be grounds for
adverse action.

(6) Each member shall conform to the town’s
drug-free workplace policy, and submit to such
tests as the town may reasonably require to ensure
compliance. 

(7) No member shall operate any department
vehicle or apparatus without:

(a) A valid driver’s license, including any
relevant driver’s license endorsement(s); and

(b) An acceptable driving record; and
(c) Having attained at least the age of 18

years unless waived by the chief; and
(d) Having demonstrated training and profi-

ciency needed to operate the vehicle or apparatus
to the satisfaction of the chief or designated officer.

(8) Each member shall be issued a badge or
other identification designating the member’s rank.
(Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.030 Officers’ appointments and 
selection.

(1) The department shall have a chief, execu-
tive assistant chief, and subordinate battalion
chiefs, captains, and lieutenants. Council may, by
ordinance, authorize officers as it deems necessary. 

(2) The chief shall be appointed by, and serve at
the pleasure of, the mayor. The chief shall be qual-
ified by training and experience and shall have the
ability to command firefighters and hold their
respect and confidence.

(3) The executive assistant chief shall be jointly
appointed from the membership by the mayor and
the chief, and serve at the pleasure of the mayor
and the chief.

(4) Subordinate command officers may be
appointed by the chief on an interim basis as nec-
essary until such time as the members can conve-
niently hold their regular selection of officers.

(5) Pursuant to RCW 35.27.070, as amended,
the mayor has ultimate authority over all appoint-
ments and selections, and may delegate some or all
of this authority to the chief. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.040 Duties of chief and executive 
assistant chief.

(1) Chief.
(a) The chief shall report to and be account-

able to the mayor. The chief shall be subject to the
performance process and procedures used by the
mayor to evaluate the performance of other town
department heads. 
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(b) The chief shall formulate procedures for
the operations of the department, determine duties
of department officers and members, and establish
organizational reporting relationships. The chief
shall ensure that documentation of procedures,
duties, and reporting relationships conforms to
town requirements and is communicated to mem-
bers. 

(c) The chief shall be the head of the depart-
ment and shall determine departmental response to
alarms, ambulance calls, and other emergency
responses. The chief is empowered to promote fire
prevention, suppress the crime of arson, and to
investigate or cause to be investigated the cause,
origin and circumstances of all fires.

(d) The chief shall ensure that the appointed
officer or member keeps complete records of all
fires, ambulance calls, accidents, drills, inspec-
tions, apparatus, maintenance, personnel, equip-
ment, and other required information about the
work of the department.

(e) The chief or executive assistant chief
shall attend town council meetings at least one time
each quarter of the fiscal year. Upon the request of
the mayor, the chief may be required to attend
other town council meetings where department
business will be discussed.

(f) The chief may discuss agreements with
nearby communities or governing bodies of other
organizations to provide the members of such com-
munities or organizations with fire protection or to
establish a mutual aid system. The chief shall
promptly notify the mayor of potential agreements
prior to ratification. To become binding, any such
agreements obligating the department or the town
in any way are subject to the full review and prior
approval of the council. 

(g) The chief may identify opportunities for
grants, loans, donations, contracts and agreements
to acquire funds and other resources necessary to
departmental operations. The town may enter into
such agreements with prior council approval. 

(h) The chief shall ensure that the depart-
ment conforms to established state and town laws,
policies, ordinances, and procedures established
for the protection and accountability of all public
funds and property entrusted to the department. 

(i) The chief shall ensure the preparation and
submission of an annual departmental program
budget to the mayor in such form and manner as
required by state law and the town.

(2) Executive Assistant Chief.
(a) The executive assistant chief is the sec-

ond in command of the department, and is respon-
sible for performing such operational and
administrative duties as the chief deems appropri-
ate.

(b) The executive assistant chief shall act for
the chief during the chief’s absence, disability, or
demise, until a replacement chief is appointed by
the mayor. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.045 Discipline.
(1) The chief shall promulgate supplemental

procedures that are consistent with the town’s per-
sonnel ordinances and policies as he or she may
determine are necessary for the good order and dis-
cipline of the department. The chief is responsible
for communicating town and departmental expec-
tations to the members, and the chief and members
are responsible for obeying them. Failure or refusal
to obey town or departmental orders constitutes
grounds for disciplinary action. 

(2) Disciplinary action shall be undertaken as
necessary to ensure compliance with performance
and behavior requirements. Grounds for disciplin-
ary action are set forth in CMC 2.55.610(5) and
2.55.620. Any member may be disciplined, includ-
ing suspension from the department, by the chief at
any time the chief determines, in his or her sole dis-
cretion, that such suspension is necessary for the
good of the department. Any discharge shall be
confirmed by the mayor prior to the actual dis-
charge. Any suspension or discharge subsequent to
a member successfully completing the mandatory
six-month probationary period shall be done in
accordance with the town’s personnel policies.

(3) A member who is suspended or to be dis-
missed may request a hearing by the mayor and
council as provided by CMC 2.55.630 to guard
against mistake or misapplication of law or rules.
The final decision in all disciplinary cases shall rest
with the mayor. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.050 Equipment.
(1) The department shall be equipped with such

apparatus and other equipment as may be required
to maintain its efficiency and properly protect life
and property from fire, accident or other emer-
gency as determined by the chief. The chief shall
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obtain approval from the town prior to ordering or
procuring equipment not already approved in the
applicable budget ordinance. 

(2) Sensitive and high-value department equip-
ment shall be safely and conveniently housed at the
town firehouses. Such equipment shall include
vehicles, apparatus, ambulances, drugs and medi-
cines, self-contained breathing apparatus and gear,
power tools, and other gear as determined by the
chief.

(3) No person shall use any department equip-
ment or apparatus for any private purpose. No per-
son shall remove any department property from
department premises, or conceal department prop-
erty, without prior written approval.

(4) The department shall maintain records and
inventories of its equipment and major assets to
ensure accountability requirements of applicable
laws, rules, and of the terms of grants and con-
tracts.

(5) No nonmember shall enter any place where
fire apparatus is housed or handle any department
apparatus or equipment unless authorized by stand-
ing orders, accompanied by or having approval of
an officer or authorized member of the department.

(6) The mayor, in consultation with the chief,
shall promulgate standing orders specifying under
what circumstances town equipment may be lent to
nearby communities in the absence of a mutual aid
agreement. 

(7) The officer in charge of the department shall
have the authority to assign equipment and appara-
tus for response to calls for outside aid in accor-
dance with any agreements with nearby
communities or governing bodies of other organi-
zations; provided, that the absence of such equip-
ment and apparatus will not jeopardize protection
of the town.

(8) The chief, or designated subordinate offic-
ers, may lend department equipment to other town
departments. Any department equipment loaned to
other town departments shall be documented and
reported to the chief. Loaned equipment shall be
returned in as good or better condition as when
originally loaned. Any damage or loss shall be
reported to the chief. Any repairs shall be done at
the cost of the town department which borrowed
the equipment. The town department that borrows
fire department equipment shall compensate the
fire department pursuant to RCW 43.09.201, as
amended.

(9) All radio equipment shall be used for emer-
gency or official communications only. The chief
shall determine appropriate consequences for mis-
use of radio equipment. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.060 Safety meetings.
The department shall conduct monthly member-

ship and safety meetings. The official meeting
minutes shall document that the safety meeting was
held, the topic(s) discussed and the members in
attendance. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.070 Special officers.
(1) The mayor, upon recommendation of the

chief, may appoint a fire marshal, administrative
specialist, and other noncommand special officers
as the council may establish by ordinance. The spe-
cial officers need not be members.

(2) The chief shall determine the duties of the
special officers. The duties of the special officers
shall not conflict or interfere with those of the
department officers. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.080 Pension and relief.
Chapter 121 of the Session Laws of the State of

Washington for 1935, as amended, relating to the
volunteer firefighters’ relief and pension fund and
benefit accounting, is adopted by the town of Cath-
lamet and by this reference made a part of this
chapter in detail as though fully incorporated into
this chapter. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.085 Firefighters’ board of trustees.
(1) There is hereby created, pursuant to Chapter

41.24 RCW, as amended, the Cathlamet firefight-
ers’ board of trustees.

(2) All of the provisions, regulations, and
details of Chapter 41.24 RCW, as amended, are by
this reference adopted and incorporated into this
chapter. Any and all future amendments to Chapter
41.24 RCW shall constitute amendments to this
chapter, without the necessity of further amend-
ments by ordinance.

(3) The board shall consist of five voting mem-
bers, including:

(a) The mayor, who shall serve as chairper-
son; 

(b) The clerk-treasurer, who shall serve as
secretary-treasurer; 

(c) The chief of the fire department; 
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(d) One member of the fire department,
elected as provided by Chapter 41.24 RCW and the
department’s procedures; and

(e) One council member, with the position
rotated annually by council position number;

(f) The firefighter representative shall serve
no more than two consecutive one-year terms on
the board; and

(g) In case of a tied vote by the board due to
vacancy or absence, the decision will be made by
majority vote of the council. (Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)

2.70.090 Personnel policies and standard 
operating procedures.

Where the department operating procedures
regarding personnel, nondiscrimination, timekeep-
ing, and communicating with the media conflict
with town ordinances, the ordinances shall control.
(Ord. 548 § 3, 2012)



3-1 (Revised 7/12)

Title 3

REVENUE AND FINANCE

Chapters:
3.00 Finance and Budget Committee
3.05 City Hall Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.10 Fire Department Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.11 Emergency Medical Services Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.15 Current Expense Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.20 Swimming Pool Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.25 Water and Sewer Capital Equipment Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.26 Water Main Replacement Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.27 Sewer Capital Projects and Equipment Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.30 Capital Projects Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.32 Library Capital Projects and Equipment Cumulative Reserve Fund
3.35 Telephone Service Tax
3.40 Property Tax
3.42 Lodging Tax
3.45 Sales and Use Tax
3.50 Claims Fund
3.55 Payroll Fund
3.60 Local Improvement Guaranty Fund
3.65 Real Estate Excise Tax
3.70 Local Improvement Assessments Delinquency
3.75 City Services Fees and Charges
3.80 Issuance of Warrants and Checks
3.85 Utility Tax
3.90 Fund Accounting
3.95 Fiscal Reporting Requirements



Cathlamet Municipal Code 3.00.030

3-1.1 (Revised 7/12)

Chapter 3.00

FINANCE AND BUDGET COMMITTEE

Sections:
3.00.010 Purpose/scope.
3.00.020 Committee membership.
3.00.030 Meetings.

3.00.010 Purpose/scope.
The finance and budget committee is created as

a standing committee of the town council to sup-
port the town council in the study and review of
complex issues relating to the financial manage-
ment of the town and provide a means to facilitate
public policy formulation. The committee is not
intended to supplant the town council’s role or
responsibilities.

The committee is entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of studying, advising and making recommenda-
tions to the council regarding the formulation of
town council policy with respect to matters relating
to the town’s finances, including the budget, per-
sonnel classifications, salaries and wages in coor-
dination with the mayor and clerk-treasurer, rates
and fees, risk management, interlocal agreements,
and grants.

All recommendations and advisories will be
presented to the full town council for final action to
be undertaken in a regular public meeting of the
town council in accordance with state law. The
committee is not empowered to independently act
on behalf of the full town council.

In addition, the committee, with the consent of
the council, may create such subcommittees as it
may deem necessary or expedient to expand public
process and participation. (Ord. 540, 2011)

3.00.020 Committee membership.
The finance and budget committee shall be com-

prised of the following members: the mayor, the
clerk-treasurer, and three council members
appointed by the mayor. The chairperson of the
committee shall be the clerk-treasurer. (Ord. 540,
2011)

3.00.030 Meetings.
As a standing committee of the town council

with a quorum of council present, the finance and
budget committee shall meet in a regular open pub-
lic meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings
Act as set forth:

The finance and budget committee will meet
quarterly on the second Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m., except that if anytime the committee
meeting falls on a holiday, the committee shall
meet on the next business day at the same hour. In
addition to the quarterly meetings, a meeting will
be scheduled by the chairperson to be held during
the month of August in preparation for the town’s
budget process. Any regular meeting may be can-
celled by the chairperson. Special meetings of the
committee may be called as deemed necessary by
the chairperson or a majority of the committee
members.

Unless otherwise specified by public notice of a
change, all meetings of the finance and budget
committee shall be held in the Cathlamet Fire
Department Debriae Meeting Room, 255 Second
Street, Cathlamet, Washington 98612. (Ord. 540,
2011)
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Chapter 3.05

CITY HALL CUMULATIVE
RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.05.010 Created.
3.05.020 Source.
3.05.030 Purpose.

3.05.010 Created.
There is hereby created a cumulative reserve

fund for City Hall purposes for the accumulation
and expenditure of funds for building additions to
the City Hall, and for buying material and equip-
ment, or the making of alterations or repairs to said
City Hall as the council shall from time to time
determine. (Ord. 211 § 1, 1956)

3.05.020 Source.
The monies in said fund shall be allowed to

accumulate from year to year from such funds as
shall be budgeted annually by the council of said
town, from any excess levies which may be autho-
rized therefor by the electors of said town, and
from any other funds which may be contributed or
made available from any source for paid purposes.
(Ord. 211 § 2, 1956)

3.05.030 Purpose.
Any monies in said cumulative reserve fund at

the end of the fiscal year shall not lapse nor shall
the same be a surplus available for, or which may
be used for, any other purpose than the purposes
for which said fund was created, without an
approving vote by a majority of the electors of said
town at an election voting on a proposal submitted
to said electors to allow the use to be made thereof
for purposes other than for which it was created.
(Ord. 211 § 4, 1956)

Chapter 3.10

FIRE DEPARTMENT CUMULATIVE 
RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.10.010 Created.
3.10.020 Transfer of funds.
3.10.030 Contribution of funds.
3.10.040 Accumulation of funds.
3.10.050 Purpose.
3.10.060 Investment of funds.

3.10.010 Created.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be designated as the fire department cumulative
reserve fund pursuant to the provisions of RCW
35.21.070 and 35.21.080. (Ord. 233 § 1, 1964)

3.10.020 Transfer of funds.
There is hereby transferred from the current

expense fund to the fire department cumulative
reserve fund the sum of $10,000 from the monies
budgeted to the fire department for capital outlay in
the budget for 1964. (Ord. 233 § 2, 1964)

3.10.030 Contribution of funds.
There shall be placed in said fund from time to

time such further sums as may be directed by ordi-
nance, or as may be provided for in the annual bud-
get for said town, and such other sum or sums as
may be contributed for the purposes of said fire
department cumulative reserve fund. (Ord. 233 § 3,
1964)

3.10.040 Accumulation of funds.
The monies in the fire department cumulative

reserve fund may be allowed to accumulate from
year to year until the council shall determine to
expend monies from said fund for the purpose of
purposes thereof. (Ord. 233 § 4, 1964)

3.10.050 Purpose.
The monies in said fund shall only be expended

for the purpose of acquiring apparatus and equip-
ment for capital outlay for the fire department of
said town and shall never be expended for any
other purpose or purposes than those specified
without an approving vote by a majority of the
electors of said town at a general or special election
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voting on a proposal submitted to the electors to
allow other specified uses to be made of said fund.
(Ord. 233 § 5, 1964)

3.10.060 Investment of funds.
The monies in said fund shall be invested as

authorized by the council in the manner provided
by law with the income from such investments to
inure to the credit of said fund. (Ord. 233 § 6, 1964)

Chapter 3.11

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
CUMULATIVE RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.11.010 Created.
3.11.020 Transfer of funds.
3.11.030 Sources.
3.11.040 Accumulation.
3.11.050 Expenditures.
3.11.060 Investment.
3.11.070 Effective date.

3.11.010 Created.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be designated as the emergency medical services
(EMS) cumulative reserve fund pursuant to the
provisions of RCW 35.21.070 and 35.21.080.
(Ord. 479, 2006)

3.11.020 Transfer of funds.
There is hereby transferred from the Cathlamet

fire department first aid division to the EMS cumu-
lative reserve fund all monies accumulated by the
first aid division as of January 1, 2006. (Ord. 479,
2006)

3.11.030 Sources.
There shall be placed in said fund all receipts,

payments, grants, donations and other income
received on the account of the operation of the
Cathlamet ambulance service and such further
sums as may be directed by ordinance, or as may be
provided for in the annual budget for said town,
and such other sum or sums as may be contributed
for the purposes of said EMS cumulative reserve
fund. All revenue in excess of expenses generated
by, or received on account of, operation of an
ambulance service shall annually be added to said
reserve. (Ord. 479, 2006)

3.11.040 Accumulation.
The monies in the EMS cumulative reserve fund

maybe allowed to accumulate from year to year
until the council shall determine to expend monies
from said fund for the purpose or purposes thereof.
(Ord. 479, 2006)
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3.11.050 Expenditures.
The monies in said fund shall only be expended

for the purpose of acquiring apparatus, equipment,
supplies, training and expenses of the Cathlamet
fire department first aid division of said town and
its personnel, and shall never be expended for any
other purpose or purposes than those specified
without an approving vote by a majority of the
council of said town. (Ord. 479, 2006)

3.11.060 Investment.
The monies in said fund shall be invested as

authorized by the council in the manner provided
by law with the income from such investments to
inure to the credit of said fund. (Ord. 479, 2006)

3.11.070 Effective date.
The ordinance codified in this chapter shall take

effect January 1, 2006, and be in full force and
effect five days after passage and publication as
provided by law. (Ord. 479, 2006)

Chapter 3.15

CURRENT EXPENSE CUMULATIVE 
RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.15.010 Creation.
3.15.020 Source.
3.15.030 Purpose.
3.15.040 Investment.
3.15.050 How budgeted.

3.15.010 Creation.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be known as the “town of Cathlamet current
expense cumulative reserve fund” pursuant to the
provisions of RCW 35.21.070 and 35.21.080.
(Ord. 250 § 1, 1968)

3.15.020 Source.
Such monies as the council shall direct from

monies received from the sale of timber on the
town-owned lands in Section 8, Township 8 North,
Range 5 West, of the Willamette Meridian in Wah-
kiakum County, state of Washington, shall be
deposited in said current expense accumulative
reserve fund. Additional funds may be deposited in
said fund from time to time as may be authorized
and directed by the council, or as may be contrib-
uted for the purpose of said fund by any person,
firm or corporation. (Ord. 435 § 1, 2002; Ord. 382
§ 1, 1997; Ord. 250 § 2, 1968)

3.15.030 Purpose.
The principal of said fund shall be used:
(1) For the purpose of providing income for the

benefit of the current expense fund of said town
from the investment thereof;

(2) For the purpose of acquiring real property or
any interest therein, the buying of any materials or
equipment, or the construction, alteration or repair
of any public improvement as shall be authorized
by a majority of the town councilmembers voting
on a proposal submitted to the council to authorize
such expenditure from the principal of said fund; 

(3) For other purposes deemed beneficial to the
town, not limited by subsection (2) of this section;
provided, that any moneys in the fund shall never
be expended for any other purpose or purposes
than those specified without an approving vote by
a two-thirds majority of the members of the legis-
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lative authority of the town. (Ord. 515 § 1, 2009;
Ord. 465 § 1, 2004; Ord. 461 § 1, 2004; Ord. 250
§ 3, 1968)
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3.15.040 Investment.
The principal of said fund shall be invested and

reinvested from time to time as may be required, in
such manner and in such securities or deposits as
are authorized by law, for the purpose of providing
income therefrom available for annual budgeting
of municipal expenditures. (Ord. 250 § 4, 1968)

3.15.050 How budgeted.
At the time and in the manner authorized by law

for making the annual estimate of receipts and
expenditures for said town, the council shall bud-
get, as part of the revenues for such purpose, the
anticipated income from the investment of said
current expense cumulative reserve fund for any
authorized municipal expenditure, to the end that
unless otherwise specifically provided for a defi-
nite authorized purpose in said budget, the income
from said fund may be utilized for the purpose of
reducing the municipal tax levies on the taxable
property in said town for municipal purposes. (Ord.
250 § 5, 1968)

Chapter 3.20

SWIMMING POOL CUMULATIVE 
RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.20.010 Created.
3.20.020 Purpose.
3.20.030 Sources.
3.20.040 Accumulation – Expenditures.
3.20.050 Other uses to be voted upon.
3.20.060 Investment.

3.20.010 Created.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be designated as the swimming pool cumulative
reserve fund pursuant to the provisions of RCW
35.21.070 and 35.21.080. (Ord. 267 § 1, 1973)

3.20.020 Purpose.
The swimming pool cumulative reserve fund is

created for the purpose of buying supplies, materi-
als and equipment, for paying salaries and wages,
and to provide for the alteration and repairs neces-
sary for the maintenance and operation of the Julia
Butler Hansen Municipal Swimming Pool. (Ord.
267 § 2, 1973)

3.20.030 Sources.
There shall be placed in said fund from time to

time such sums as may be directed by ordinance as
may be provided for in the annual budget of said
town, as shall be received from fees for services or
use of said pool, and such other sum or sums as
may, from time to time, be contributed for the pur-
pose of said swimming pool cumulative reserve
fund. (Ord. 267 § 3, 1973)

3.20.040 Accumulation – Expenditures.
The monies in the swimming pool cumulative

reserve fund shall be allowed to accumulate from
year to year and shall be expended by the council
for the purposes of said fund upon vouchers sub-
mitted for payment in the manner provided by law.
(Ord. 267 § 4, 1973)

3.20.050 Other uses to be voted upon.
The monies in said fund shall only be expended

for the purposes as hereinbefore set forth and shall
never be expended for any other purpose or pur-
poses other than those specified herein without an
approving vote by a majority of the electors of said
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town at a general or special election voting on a
proposal submitted to the electors to allow other
specified uses to be made of said fund. (Ord. 267
§ 5, 1973)

3.20.060 Investment.
The monies in said fund may be invested in the

manner provided by law with the income from
such investments to inure to the credit of, and
become a part of, said fund. (Ord. 267 § 6, 1973)

Chapter 3.25

WATER AND SEWER CAPITAL 
EQUIPMENT CUMULATIVE 

RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.25.010 Created.
3.25.020 Transfer of funds.
3.25.030 Source.
3.25.040 Accumulation – Expenditures.
3.25.050 Purpose.
3.25.060 Investment.

3.25.010 Created.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be designated as the water and sewer cumulative
reserve fund pursuant to the provisions of RCW
35.21.070 and 35.21.080. (Ord. 381 § 1, 1997)

3.25.020 Transfer of funds.
There is hereby transferred from the

water/sewer fund to the water and sewer cumula-
tive reserve fund the sum of $9,000 from the mon-
ies budgeted to the water and sewer department for
capital outlay in the budget of 1997. (Ord. 381 § 2,
1997)

3.25.030 Source.
There shall be placed in said fund from time to

time, such further sums as may be directed by ordi-
nance, or as may be provided for in the annual bud-
get for said town, and such other sum or sums as
may be contributed for the purposes of said water
and sewer cumulative reserve fund. (Ord. 381 § 3,
1997)

3.25.040 Accumulation – Expenditures.
The monies in the water and sewer cumulative

reserve fund may be allowed to accumulate from
year to year until the council shall determine to
expend monies from said fund for the purpose or
purposes thereof. (Ord. 381 § 4, 1997)

3.25.050 Purpose.
The monies in said fund shall be expended for

the purpose of acquiring trucks and equipment for
capital outlay for the water and sewer department
of said town and shall never be expended for any
other purpose or purposes than those specified
without an approving vote by a majority of the
electors of said town at a general or special election
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voting on a proposal submitted to the electors to
allow other specified uses to be made of said fund.
(Ord. 381 § 5, 1997)

3.25.060 Investment.
The monies in said fund shall be invested as

authorized by the council in the manner provided
by law with the income from such investments to
inure to the credit of said fund. (Ord. 381 § 6, 1997)

Chapter 3.26

WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT 
CUMULATIVE RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.26.010 Created.
3.26.020 Transfer of funds.
3.26.030 Source.
3.26.040 Accumulation – Expenditures.
3.26.050 Purpose.
3.26.060 Investment.

3.26.010 Created.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be designated as the (413.397) water main replace-
ment cumulative reserve fund pursuant to the pro-
visions of RCW 35.21.070 and 35.21.080. (Ord.
447 § 1, 2003)

3.26.020 Transfer of funds.
There is hereby transferred from the

water/sewer fund 401.597 beginning cash balance,
operating transfer out to the water main replace-
ment cumulative reserve fund the sum of $60,000.
(Ord. 447 § 2, 2003)

3.26.030 Source.
There shall be placed in said fund from time to

time such further sums as may be directed by ordi-
nance, or as may be provided for in the annual bud-
get for said town, and such other sum or sums as
may be contributed for the purposes of said water
main replacement cumulative reserve fund. (Ord.
447 § 3, 2003)

3.26.040 Accumulation – Expenditures.
The monies in the water main replacement

cumulative reserve fund may be allowed to accu-
mulate from year to year until the council shall
determine to expend monies from said fund for the
purpose or purposes thereof. (Ord. 447 § 4, 2003)

3.26.050 Purpose.
The monies in said fund shall be expended for

the purpose of replacing water mains for the water
department of said town and shall never be
expended for any other purpose or purposes than
those specified without an approving vote by a
two-thirds majority of the council of said town.
(Ord. 447 § 5, 2003)
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3.26.060 Investment.
The monies in said fund shall be invested as

authorized by the council in the manner provided
by law with the income from such investments to
inure to the credit of said fund. (Ord. 447 § 6, 2003)

Chapter 3.27

SEWER CAPITAL PROJECTS AND 
EQUIPMENT CUMULATIVE

RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.27.010 Created.
3.27.020 Source.
3.27.030 Purpose.
3.27.040 Investment.
3.27.050 How budgeted.

3.27.010 Created.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be known as the town of Cathlamet sewer capital
projects and equipment cumulative reserve fund.
(Ord. 407 § 1, 2000)

3.27.020 Source.
Effective January 1, 2009, funds derived from

the $2.00 per month sewer rate increase authorized
in Ordinance 402 (Chapter 13.20 CMC) shall be
thereafter deposited in the town of Cathlamet water
and sewer operations fund (Account No. 401).
Additional funds may be deposited in said fund
from time to time as may be authorized or directed
by the council, or as may be contributed for the
purpose of said fund by any person, firm or corpo-
ration. (Ord. 509 § 1, 2008; Ord. 407 § 2, 2000)

3.27.030 Purpose.
The principal of said fund shall be used for the

purpose of providing monies for the planning and
construction of sewer-related capital projects and
equipment of said town and the construction, alter-
ation or repair of the sewer system; provided, that
any monies in said fund shall never be expended
for any purpose or purposes other than those spec-
ified without an approving vote by a two-thirds
majority of the members of the legislative authority
of the town. (Ord. 407 § 3, 2000)

3.27.040 Investment.
The principal of said fund shall be invested and

reinvested from time to time as may be required, in
such a manner and in such securities or deposits as
are authorized by law. (Ord. 407 § 4, 2000)
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3.27.050 How budgeted.
At the time and in the manner authorized by law

for making the annual estimate of receipts and
expenditures for said town, the council shall bud-
get, as part of said current expense cumulative
reserve fund and so much of the principal and accu-
mulated interest of said fund, as shall be deter-
mined by the council for any authorized sewer
capital project or sewer-related equipment. (Ord.
407 § 5, 2000)

Chapter 3.30

CAPITAL PROJECTS CUMULATIVE 
RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.30.010 Creation.
3.30.020 Source.
3.30.030 Purpose.
3.30.040 Investment.
3.30.050 How budgeted.

3.30.010 Creation.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be known as the town of Cathlamet capital projects
cumulative reserve fund for capital projects, pursu-
ant to the provisions of RCW 35.21.070 and
35.21.080. (Ord. 383 § 1, 1997)

3.30.020 Source.
Such monies as the council shall direct from

monies received for timber on the town-owned
lands on Section 8, Township 8 North, Range 5
West of the Willamette Meridian, in Wahkiakum
County, state of Washington, except so much
thereof as shall be required for costs and expenses
incident to said sale, which shall include the cost of
conducting and supervising sale and removal of
timber, the construction of roads incident to the
harvesting of timber and future utilization of said
lands, and the reforestation thereof following the
removal of timber, shall be deposited in said capital
projects cumulative reserve fund. Additional funds
may be deposited in said fund from time to time as
may be authorized and directed by the council, or
as may be contributed for the purpose of said fund
by any person, firm or corporation. (Ord. 383 § 2,
1997)

3.30.030 Purpose.
The principal of said fund shall be used for the

purpose of providing monies for the planning and
construction of capital projects of said town, the
construction, alteration or repair of any public
building or work, or the making of any public
improvement; provided, that any monies in said
fund shall never be expended for any purpose or
purposes other than those specified without an
approving vote by a two-thirds majority of the
members of the legislative authority of the town.
(Ord. 383 § 3, 1997)
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3.30.040 Investment.
The principal of said fund shall be invested, and

reinvested from time to time as may be required, in
such a manner and in such securities or deposits as
are authorized by law. (Ord. 383 § 4, 1997)

3.30.050 How budgeted.
At the time and in the manner authorized by law

for making the annual receipts and expenditures for
said town, the council shall budget, as part of said
capital projects reserve fund and so much of the
principal and accumulated interest of said fund as
shall be determined by the council, for any autho-
rized capital project. (Ord. 383 § 5, 1997)

Chapter 3.32

LIBRARY CAPITAL PROJECTS AND 
EQUIPMENT CUMULATIVE

RESERVE FUND

Sections:
3.32.010 Creation.
3.32.020 Source.
3.32.030 Purpose.
3.32.040 Investment.
3.32.050 How budgeted.

3.32.010 Creation.
There is hereby created and established a fund to

be known as the town of Cathlamet library capital
projects and equipment cumulative reserve fund,
pursuant to the provisions of RCW 35.21.070 and
35.21.080. (Ord. 413 § 1, 2000)

3.32.020 Source.
Funds may be deposited in said fund from time

to time as may be authorized and directed by the
council, or as may be contributed for the purpose of
said fund by any person, firm or corporation. (Ord.
413 § 2, 2000)

3.32.030 Purpose.
The principal of said fund shall be used for the

purpose of providing monies for the planning and
construction of library-related capital projects and
equipment of said town and the construction,
remodeling, alteration or enhancement of the town
library; provided, that any monies in said fund shall
never be expended for any purpose or purposes
other than those specified. (Ord. 413 § 3, 2000)

3.32.040 Investment.
The principal of said fund shall be invested and

reinvested from time to time as may be required, in
such a manner and in such securities or deposits as
are authorized by law. (Ord. 413 § 4, 2000)

3.32.050 How budgeted.
At the time and in the manner authorized by law

for making the annual estimate of receipts and
expenditures for said town, the council shall bud-
get, as part of said library cumulative reserve fund
and so much of the principal and accumulated
interest of said fund, as shall be determined by the
council for any authorized project, equipment, or
enhancement. (Ord. 413 § 5, 2000)
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Chapter 3.35

TELEPHONE SERVICE TAX

Sections:
3.35.010 Exercise of revenue license and tax 

power.
3.35.020 Definition.
3.35.030 Payment – Definitions.
3.35.040 Purpose and intent.
3.35.050 Computation – Deduction.
3.35.060 Due and payable when.
3.35.070 Failure to pay – Penalty.
3.35.080 Debt to town – Remedy.
3.35.090 Duties of the town clerk.

3.35.010 Exercise of revenue license and tax 
power.

The provisions of this chapter shall be deemed
an exercise of the power of the town of Cathlamet
to license for revenue. (Ord. 231 § 1, 1961)

3.35.020 Definition.
In construing the provision of this chapter, save

when otherwise declared or clearly apparent from
context, the definitions in Chapter 5.05 CMC shall
apply. (Ord. 231 § 2, 1961)

3.35.030 Payment – Definitions.
Every person or company engaging within this

town in the business of furnishing telephone ser-
vice shall pay a tax equal to three percent of the
total gross revenue. The term “telephone service”
shall mean all types of service furnished by any
telephone company including, but not limited to
telephone communications, telephone installa-
tions, calls, special wire service and teletype ser-
vice and other service of a similar nature
originating in or passing through any part of the
town of Cathlamet. The term “gross operating rev-
enue” means the value proceeding or accruing
from the performance of the particular public ser-
vice business involved, including operations inci-
dental thereto, but without any deduction on
account of the cost of the commodity furnished or
sold, the cost of material used, labor costs, interest,
discount, delivery costs, taxes, or any other
expense whatsoever, paid or accrued and without
any deduction on account of losses. (Ord. 231 § 3,
1961)
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3.35.040 Purpose and intent.
It is not the purpose of this chapter that the tax

herein levied upon persons or companies engaging
in the telephone service shall be construed as taxes
upon the purchasers or customers but it is the intent
that such license fee shall be levied upon and col-
lected from the person or company engaging in
said business activity designated and that said tax
shall comprise of the operating overhead of such
persons or companies engaging in said business.
(Ord. 231 § 4, 1961)

3.35.050 Computation – Deduction.
In computing the telephone service tax there

may be deducted from the measure of tax any
amount derived from the telephone service busi-
ness which the town of Cathlamet is prohibited
from taxing under the Constitution of the United
States or the Constitution or laws of the state of
Washington and any amount paid by the tax payer
to the United States or the state of Washington as
excise taxes. (Ord. 231 § 5, 1961)

3.35.060 Due and payable when.
The taxation imposed hereunder shall be due

and payable in quarterly installments and the remit-
tance thereof shall be made on or before the fif-
teenth day of the month next succeeding the end of
the quarterly period in which the tax accrued. The
license payer on or before said fifteenth day of said
month, shall make out a return upon such forms
and setting forth such information as the town
council may require showing the amount of the tax
for which said person or company is liable for the
preceding quarterly period, signed and transmitted
same to the town clerk together with a remittance
for said amount. The town council may at its dis-
cretion require verified annual returns from said
tax payer, setting forth such additional information
as it may deem necessary to correctly determine
tax liability and license. (Ord. 231 § 6, 1961)

3.35.070 Failure to pay – Penalty.
If any taxpayer fails to pay the tax required by

this chapter by the last day of the month in which
the tax becomes due as herein provided then in
addition to such tax a penalty of 10 percent of the
amount of said tax together with interest at the rate
of six percent per annum on the tax due, said inter-
est to be computed from the date said tax became
due until the same is paid. (Ord. 231 § 7, 1961)

3.35.080 Debt to town – Remedy.
Any tax due or unpaid under this chapter and all

penalties thereon shall constitute a debt to the town
of Cathlamet and may be collected by court pro-
ceedings in the same manner as any other debt in
like amount, which remedy shall be in addition to
all other existing remedies. (Ord. 231 § 8, 1961)

3.35.090 Duties of the town clerk.
The town clerk shall keep full and accurate

records of all funds received under the provisions
of this chapter. Upon receipt of any tax and/or pen-
alties collected under the provisions of this chapter,
the clerk shall deposit the same with the town trea-
surer to the credit of the current expense fund and
should any tax not be paid by any person or com-
pany it shall be the duty of the town clerk to
enforce collection thereof in the manner provided
in this chapter. (Ord. 231 § 9, 1961)
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Chapter 3.40

PROPERTY TAX

Sections:
3.40.010 Levy of excise tax.
3.40.020 Rate of tax.
3.40.030 Administration and collection of tax.
3.40.040 Exemptions.
3.40.050 Inspection of records.
3.40.060 Contract with Department of Revenue.

3.40.010 Levy of excise tax.
There is hereby levied and shall be collected a

leasehold excise tax on and after January 1, 1976,
upon the act or privilege of occupying or using
publicly owned real or personal property within the
town of Cathlamet through a “leasehold interest”
as defined by Section 2, Chapter 61, Laws of 1975-
76, Second Extraordinary Session (hereafter called
“the State Act”). The tax shall be paid, collected
and remitted to the Department of Revenue of the
state of Washington at the time and in the manner
prescribed by Section 5 of the State Act. (Ord. 273
§ 1, 1976)

3.40.020 Rate of tax.
The rate of the tax imposed by CMC 3.40.010

shall be four percent of the taxable rent (as defined
by Section 2 of the State Act); provided, that the
following credits shall be allowed in determining
the tax payable:

(1) With respect to a leasehold interest arising
out of any lease of agreement, the terms of which
were binding on the lessee prior to July 1, 1970,
where such lease or agreement has not been rene-
gotiated (as defined by Section 2 of the State Act)
since that date, and excluding from such credit:

(a) Any leasehold interest arising out of any
lease of property covered by the provisions of
RCW 28B.20.394; and 

(b) Any lease or agreement including options
to renew which extends beyond January 1, 1985, as
follows:

(i) With respect to taxes due in calendar
year 1976, a credit equal to 80 percent of the tax
produced by the above rate;

(ii) With respect to taxes due in calendar
year 1977, a credit equal to 60 percent of the tax
produced by the above rate;

(iii) With respect to taxes due in calendar
year 1978, a credit equal to 40 percent of the tax
produced by the above rate;

(iv) With respect to taxes due in calendar
year 1979, a credit equal to 20 percent of the tax
produced by the above rate.

(2) With respect to a product lease (as defined
by Section 2 of the State Act), a credit of 33 percent
of the tax produced by the above rate. (Ord. 273
§ 2, 1976)

3.40.030 Administration and collection of 
tax.

The administration and collection of the tax
imposed by this chapter shall be in accordance with
the provisions of the State Act. (Ord. 273 § 3,
1976)

3.40.040 Exemptions.
Leasehold interests exempted by Section 13 of

the State Act as it now exists or may hereafter be
amended shall be exempt from the tax imposed
pursuant to CMC 3.40.010. (Ord. 273 § 4, 1976)

3.40.050 Inspection of records.
The town of Cathlamet hereby consents to the

inspection of such records as are necessary to qual-
ify the town for inspections of records by the
Department of Revenue pursuant to RCW
82.32.330. (Ord. 273 § 5, 1976)

3.40.060 Contract with Department of 
Revenue.

The treasurer of the town of Cathlamet is autho-
rized to execute a contract with the Department of
Revenue of the state of Washington for the admin-
istration and collection of the tax imposed by CMC
3.40.010; provided, that the town attorney shall
first approve the form and content of said contract.
(Ord. 273 § 6, 1976)
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Chapter 3.42

LODGING TAX

Sections:
3.42.010 Imposition.
3.42.020 Definitions.
3.42.030 Administration and collection of tax.
3.42.040 Establishment of special fund.
3.42.050 Violation – Penalties.

3.42.010 Imposition.
For the purposes set forth in Chapter 67.28

RCW, there is hereby imposed and levied within
the town of Cathlamet, Washington, a special
excise tax of two percent on the sale of or charge
made for the furnishing of lodging by a hotel,
rooming house, tourist court, motel or trailer camp,
and the granting of any similar license to use real
property, as distinguished from renting or leasing
real property; provided, that it shall be presumed
that the occupancy of real property for a continu-
ous period of one month or more constitutes a
rental or lease of real property and not a mere
license to use or to enjoy the same. (Ord. 455 § 1,
2004)

3.42.020 Definitions.
The definitions of the terms “selling price,”

“seller,” “buyer,” “consumer,” and all other defini-
tions as are now contained in RCW 82.08.010, and
subsequent amendments thereto, as those defini-
tions may have application to the tax imposed by
this chapter, are hereby adopted by this reference
as the definitions for the tax herein levied. (Ord.
455 § 2, 2004)

3.42.030 Administration and collection of 
tax.

For the purposes of the tax levied herein:
(1) The Department of Revenue of the State of

Washington is hereby designated as the agent of
the town of Cathlamet for the purposes of collec-
tion and administration.

(2) The administrative provisions contained in
RCW 82.08.050 through 82.08.060 and those
administrative provisions contained in Chapter
82.32 RCW shall apply with respect to administra-
tion and collection of the tax by the Department of
Revenue.

(3) All rules and regulations, as now or hereaf-
ter amended, adopted by the Department of Reve-
nue for the administration of Chapter 82.08 RCW
are hereby adopted.

(4) The State of Washington Department of
Revenue is hereby empowered, on behalf of the
town of Cathlamet, to prescribe such special forms
and reporting procedures as the Department of
Revenue may deem necessary. (Ord. 455 § 3,
2004)

3.42.040 Establishment of special fund.
There is hereby created a special fund in the

town of Cathlamet to be known as the “Cathlamet
tourism development fund.” All taxes levied and
collected under the provisions of this chapter shall
be credited to said Cathlamet tourism development
fund. Such taxes shall be levied only for the pur-
poses authorized by the general laws of the state of
Washington, including but not limited to payment
for advertising, publicizing or otherwise distribut-
ing information for the purpose of attracting visi-
tors and encouraging tourist expansion, and until
withdrawn for use, the monies accumulated in such
fund may be invested in interest-bearing securities
by the town treasurer in any manner authorized by
law. (Ord. 455 § 4, 2004)

3.42.050 Violation – Penalties.
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate or

fail to comply with any of the provisions of this
chapter. Every person convicted of a violation of
any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a
civil violation and shall be subject to a monetary
penalty not to exceed $500.00 for each such viola-
tion. (Ord. 455 § 5, 2004)
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Chapter 3.45

SALES AND USE TAX

Sections:

Article I. Local Retail Sales and Use Tax

3.45.010 Tax imposed.
3.45.020 Rate of tax.
3.45.030 Administration.
3.45.040 Consent to inspection.
3.45.050 Contract with Department of Revenue.
3.45.060 Violation – Penalty.

Article II. Additional Local Retail 
Sales and Use Tax

3.45.070 Additional tax imposed.
3.45.080 Additional tax – Rate.
3.45.090 Additional tax – Administration.
3.45.100 Additional tax – Consent to inspection.
3.45.110 Additional tax – Contract with 

Department of Revenue.
3.45.120 Additional tax – Violation – Penalty.

Article I. Local Retail Sales and Use Tax

3.45.010 Tax imposed.
There is hereby imposed a sales or use tax, as the

case may be, upon every taxable event, as defined
in RCW 82.14.020, occurring within the town of
Cathlamet, state of Washington. The tax shall be
imposed upon and collected from those persons
from whom the state sales or use tax is collected
pursuant to Chapters 82.08 and 82.12 RCW. (Ord.
288 § 1, 1979)

3.45.020 Rate of tax.
The rate of tax imposed by CMC 3.45.010 shall

be one-half of one percent of the selling price or
value of the articles used, as the case may be; pro-
vided, however, in the event that the county of
Wahkiakum shall impose a sales and use tax, the
rate of the tax imposed by the town of Cathlamet
shall be four hundred twenty-five one-thousandths
of one percent. (Ord. 288 § 2, 1979)

3.45.030 Administration.
The administration and collection of the tax

imposed by this chapter shall be in accordance with
the provisions of RCW 82.14.050. (Ord. 288 § 3,
1979)

3.45.040 Consent to inspection.
The town of Cathlamet hereby consents to the

inspection of such records as are necessary to qual-
ify the town for inspection of records of the Wash-
ington State Department of Revenue, pursuant to
RCW 82.32.330. (Ord. 288 § 4, 1979)

3.45.050 Contract with Department of 
Revenue.

The mayor of the town of Cathlamet is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with the Depart-
ment of Revenue of the state of Washington for
administration of the tax, pursuant to RCW
82.14.050; provided, that the sum retained by said
Department of Revenue does not exceed two per-
cent of the taxes collected. (Ord. 288 § 5, 1979)

3.45.060 Violation – Penalty.
Any seller who fails or refuses to collect the tax

as required with the intent to violate the provisions
of this chapter or to gain some advantage or bene-
fit, either direct or indirect, and any buyer who
refuses to pay any tax due under this chapter shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 288 § 6, 1979)

Article II. Additional Local Retail 
Sales and Use Tax

3.45.070 Additional tax imposed.
Pursuant to the authority vested in towns by

RCW 82.14.030(2), there is hereby imposed an
additional sales or use tax, as the case may be, upon
every taxable event as defined in RCW 82.14.020
occurring within the town of Cathlamet, state of
Washington. The tax shall be imposed upon and
collected from those persons from whom the state
sales or use tax is collected pursuant to Chapters
82.08 and 82.12 RCW. (Ord. 326 § 1, 1985)

3.45.080 Additional tax – Rate.
The rate of tax imposed by CMC 3.45.070 shall

be five-tenths of one percent of the selling price or
value of the article used, as the case may be. The
tax herein imposed shall be in addition to the local
sales and use tax imposed pursuant to the provi-
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sions of Article I of this chapter; provided, how-
ever, that in the event the county of Wahkiakum
shall impose an additional sales and use tax pursu-
ant to RCW 82.14.030(2) at a rate equal to or
greater than the rate imposed herein, Wahkiakum
County shall receive 15 percent of the town tax lev-
ied pursuant to this chapter; provided further, that
in the event that the county of Wahkiakum shall
impose an additional sales and use tax pursuant to
RCW 82.14.030(2) at a rate which is less than the
rate imposed herein, Wahkiakum County shall
receive that amount of revenues from the town tax
equal to 15 percent of the rate of tax imposed by the
county under RCW 82.14.030(2). (Ord. 326 § 2,
1985)

3.45.090 Additional tax – Administration.
The administration and collection of the tax

imposed by this chapter shall be in accordance with
the provisions of RCW 82.14.050. (Ord. 326 § 3,
1985)

3.45.100 Additional tax – Consent to 
inspection.

The town of Cathlamet hereby consents to the
inspection of such records as are necessary to qual-
ify the town for inspection of records of the Wash-
ington State Department of Revenue, pursuant to
RCW 82.32.330. (Ord. 326 § 4, 1985)

3.45.110 Additional tax – Contract with 
Department of Revenue.

The mayor of the town of Cathlamet is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with the Depart-
ment of Revenue of the state of Washington for
administration of the tax imposed herein pursuant
to RCW 82.14.050; provided, that the sum retained
by said Department of Revenue does not exceed
two percent of the taxes collected. (Ord. 326 § 5,
1985)

3.45.120 Additional tax – Violation – Penalty.
Any seller who fails or refuses to collect the tax

as required with the intent to violate the provisions
of this chapter or to gain some advantage or bene-
fit, either direct or indirect, and any buyer who
refuses to pay any tax due under this chapter shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 326 § 7, 1985)

Chapter 3.50

CLAIMS FUND

Sections:
3.50.010 Created.
3.50.020 Sources – Warrants.
3.50.030 Recordkeeping.

3.50.010 Created.
Pursuant to the provisions of RCW 35.21.085,

there is hereby created for the town of Cathlamet a
special fund to be designated the “claims fund.”
(Ord. 312 § 1, 1984)

3.50.020 Sources – Warrants.
Monies may from time to time be paid into the

claims fund herein created from any funds which
are available. Warrants may be issued upon said
claims fund and paid in payment of claims against
the town for any purpose. (Ord. 312 § 2, 1984)

3.50.030 Recordkeeping.
The accounts of the town shall be so kept that

they shall show the department or departments and
the respective amounts for which any claim fund
warrant is issued and paid. (Ord. 312 § 3, 1984)
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Chapter 3.55

PAYROLL FUND

Sections:
3.55.010 Created.
3.55.020 Sources – Warrants – Transfer of 

funds.
3.55.030 Recordkeeping.

3.55.010 Created.
Pursuant to the provisions of RCW 35.21.085,

there is hereby created for the town of Cathlamet a
special fund to be designated as the “payroll fund.”
(Ord. 313 § 1, 1984)

3.55.020 Sources – Warrants – Transfer of 
funds.

Monies may be placed in the payroll fund herein
created from time to time as directed by the town
council from any funds available. Warrants may be
drawn upon said payroll fund and cashed for the
purpose of paying any monies due town employees
for salaries and wages. The council’s approval of
the monthly payroll shall constitute sufficient
direction to the town treasurer to authorize the
transfer of monies into the payroll fund. (Ord. 313
§ 2, 1984)

3.55.030 Recordkeeping.
The accounts of the town of Cathlamet shall be

so kept that they shall show the department or
departments and amounts to which the payments
from the payroll fund are properly chargeable.
(Ord. 313 § 3, 1984)

Chapter 3.60

LOCAL IMPROVEMENT
GUARANTY FUND

Sections:
3.60.010 Created.
3.60.020 Transfer of funds – Purpose.
3.60.030 Additional sums – Purpose.
3.60.040 Warrants.
3.60.050 Administration and use.
3.60.060 Conditional transfer of additional 

monies.

3.60.010 Created.
There is hereby created a fund of the town of

Cathlamet to be known and designated as the
“local improvement guaranty fund” for the purpose
of guaranteeing, to the extent of the fund and in the
manner provided by law and this chapter, the pay-
ment of local improvement bonds and warrants
issued to pay for any local improvement ordered in
the town or in any area wholly or partly outside the
town’s corporate boundaries. (Ord. 314 § 1, 1984)

3.60.020 Transfer of funds – Purpose.
For the purpose of maintaining the local

improvement guaranty fund herein created, the
town council shall, at the time of making the
town’s annual budget, provide for the transfer of
monies into said fund in a sum sufficient, with
other sources of the fund, to pay the warrants
issued against the fund during the preceding fiscal
year and to establish a balance therein; provided,
that the transfer of monies to the fund in any one
year shall not exceed the greater of: (1) 12 percent
of the outstanding obligations guaranteed by the
fund; or (2) the total amount of delinquent assess-
ments and interest accumulated on the delinquent
assessments as of September 1st of such year.
(Ord. 314 § 2, 1984)

3.60.030 Additional sums – Purpose.
In addition to the transfers provided for in CMC

3.60.020, the following additional sums shall from
time to time be paid into the local improvement
guaranty fund herein created:

(1) Interest and earnings from the local
improvement guaranty fund shall be paid into the
fund;
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(2) Whenever any sum is paid out of the local
improvement guaranty fund on account of princi-
pal or interest of a local improvement bond or war-
rant, the town as trustee of the fund shall be
subrogated to all the rights of the holder of the bond
or interest coupon or warrant so paid, and the pro-
ceeds thereof, or of the underlying assessment,
shall be paid into the fund;

(3) If in any local improvement fund guaran-
teed by the local improvement guaranty fund, there
is a surplus remaining after the payment of all out-
standing bonds and warrants and other obligations
of such local improvement, said surplus shall be
paid into the fund. (Ord. 314 § 3, 1984)

3.60.040 Warrants.
Warrants drawing interest at a rate established

by the town treasurer under the direction of the
town council shall be issued against the local
improvement guaranty fund to meet any liability
accruing against said fund. The warrants so issued
shall at no time exceed five percent of the outstand-
ing obligations guaranteed by the fund. (Ord. 314
§ 4, 1984)

3.60.050 Administration and use.
The local improvement guaranty fund and its

assets shall be administered and used as follows:
(1) Defaulted bonds, interest coupons and war-

rants against local improvement funds shall be pur-
chased out of the guaranty fund, and as between the
several issues of bonds, coupons, or warrants, no
preference shall exist, but they shall be purchased
in the order of their presentation.

(2) For the purpose of protecting the guaranty
fund, so much of the guaranty fund as is necessary
may be used to purchase certificates of delin-
quency for general taxes on property subject to
local improvement assessments which underlie the
bonds, coupons, or warrants guaranteed by the
fund, or to purchase such property at county tax
foreclosures, or from the county after foreclosure.

(3) The town, as trustee of the fund, may fore-
close the lien of general tax certificates of delin-
quency and purchase the property at foreclosure
sale; when doing so the court costs, costs of publi-
cation, expense for clerical work and other
expenses incidental thereto shall be charged to and
paid from the local improvement guaranty fund.

(4) After acquiring title to property by purchase
at general tax foreclosure sale or from the county
after foreclosure, the town may lease it or sell it at
public or private sale at such price on such terms as
may be determined by resolution of the council. All
proceeds shall belong to and be paid into the local
improvement guaranty fund. (Ord. 314 § 5, 1984)

3.60.060 Conditional transfer of additional 
monies.

Excess monies or other assets in the local
improvement guaranty fund may be transferred to
the current expense fund under the following terms
and conditions:

(1) At any time that the amount in the local
improvement guaranty fund exceeds 10 percent of
the outstanding obligations guaranteed by said
fund, the excess amount or any portion thereof
may, by ordinance of the town council, be trans-
ferred to the current expense fund of the town, sub-
ject to the conditions required by law and set forth
in this chapter; provided, that the town shall not
permit the amount in the guaranty fund at any time
to exceed the maximum amount permitted under
Section 103(c) of the United States Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1954, as amended, and the applicable
regulations thereunder, recognizing that any such
excess could cause obligations guaranteed by the
fund to become arbitrage bonds.

(2) Prior to transfer of any amounts pursuant to
this section, there shall be on file with the town a
certificate of the town treasurer that the guaranty
fund has sufficient funds currently on hand to meet
all valid outstanding obligations of the fund and all
other obligations of the fund reasonably expected
to be incurred in the near future. The net cash of the
local improvement guaranty fund may be reduced
by such transfer to an amount not less than 10 per-
cent of the net outstanding obligations guaranteed
by such fund.

(3) If, at any time within five years of any trans-
fer of assets from the local improvement guaranty
fund to the current expense fund, the net cash of the
local improvement guaranty fund is reduced below
the minimum amount specified in subsection (2) of
this section, the town shall, to the extent of the
amount transferred, pay valid claims against the
local improvement guaranty fund as a general obli-
gation of the town. In addition, the town shall pay
all reasonable costs of collection necessarily
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incurred by the holders of valid claims against the
local improvement guaranty fund. (Ord. 314 § 6,
1984)

Chapter 3.65

REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.65.010 Tax imposed.
3.65.020 Compliance with law.
3.65.030 Collection.
3.65.040 Distribution of proceeds.
3.65.050 Capital improvements fund.
3.65.060 Lien against property.
3.65.070 Obligation of seller.
3.65.080 Date payable.
3.65.090 Excessive and improper payments.
3.65.100 Referendum.

3.65.010 Tax imposed.
There is imposed upon each sale of real property

within the corporated limits of the town of Cath-
lamet, an excise tax of one-quarter of one percent
of the selling price under RCW 82.46.010. (Ord.
347 § 1, 1992)

3.65.020 Compliance with law.
The tax imposed by this chapter shall comply

with all applicable rules, regulations, laws and
court decisions regarding real estate excise taxes as
imposed by the state under Chapter 82.45 RCW.
(Ord. 347 § 2, 1992)

3.65.030 Collection.
Taxes imposed under this chapter shall be paid

to and collected by the Wahkiakum County trea-
surer with the treasurer acting as agent for the town
pursuant to RCW 82.46.060. The county treasurer
shall cause a stamp evidencing satisfaction of the
lien to be affixed to the instrument of sale or con-
veyance prior to its recording or to the real estate
excise tax affidavit in the case of used mobile home
sales. A receipt issued by the county treasurer for
the payment of the tax imposed herein shall be evi-
dence of the satisfaction of the lien imposed and
may be recorded in the manner prescribed for
recording satisfactions of mortgages. No instru-
ment of sale or conveyance evidencing a sale sub-
ject to the tax may be accepted by the county
auditor for filing or recording until the tax is paid
and the stamp affixed thereto; in case the tax is not
due on the transfer, the instrument shall not be
accepted until the suitable notation of the fact is
made on the instrument by the county treasurer.
(Ord. 347 § 3, 1992)
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3.65.040 Distribution of proceeds.
(1) The county treasurer shall place one percent

of the proceeds of the taxes imposed herein in the
county current expense fund to defray costs of col-
lection.

(2) The remaining proceeds shall be distributed
to the town of Cathlamet monthly and placed by
the town treasurer in a municipal improvements
fund to be used for local improvements. (Ord. 347
§ 4, 1992)

3.65.050 Capital improvements fund.
There is hereby created a capital improvements

fund under the provisions of RCW 82.46.021. Pro-
ceeds of this fund shall be used for local improve-
ments, including those listed in RCW 35.43.040.
(Ord. 347 § 5, 1992)

3.65.060 Lien against property.
The tax imposed hereby and any interest or pen-

alties thereon is a specific lien upon each piece of
real property sold from the time of sale until the tax
is paid, and may be enforced in the manner pre-
scribed for the foreclosure of mortgages. (Ord. 347
§ 6, 1992)

3.65.070 Obligation of seller.
The tax levied herein is the obligation of the

seller and may be enforced through an action of
debt against the seller or in the manner prescribed
for the foreclosure of mortgages. Resort to one
course of enforcement is not an election not to pur-
sue the other. (Ord. 347 § 7, 1992)

3.65.080 Date payable.
The tax imposed hereunder shall become due

and payable immediately at the time of sale and, if
not so paid within 30 days thereafter, shall bear
interest at the rate of one percent per month from
the time of sale until the date of payment. (Ord. 347
§ 8, 1992)

3.65.090 Excessive and improper payments.
If, upon written application by a taxpayer to the

county treasurer for a refund, it appears a tax has
been paid in excess of the amount actually due or
upon a sale or other transfer declared to be exempt,
such excess amount or improper payment shall be
refunded by the county treasurer to the taxpayer;
provided, that no refund shall be made unless the
state has first authorized the refund of an excessive

amount or an improper amount paid, unless such
improper amount was paid as a result of a miscal-
culation. Any refund made shall be withheld from
the next monthly distribution to the town. (Ord.
347 § 9, 1992)

3.65.100 Referendum.
Any referendum petition to repeal the ordinance

codified in this chapter imposing a tax shall be filed
with the clerk-treasurer of the town of Cathlamet
within seven days of passage of the ordinance cod-
ified in this chapter. The clerk-treasurer shall there-
upon proceed as required under RCW 82.46.021 as
now or hereafter amended. (Ord. 347 § 10, 1992)
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Chapter 3.70

LOCAL IMPROVEMENT 
ASSESSMENTS DELINQUENCY

Sections:
3.70.010 Foreclosure.

3.70.010 Foreclosure.
For purposes of foreclosing local improvement

district assessments pursuant to RCW 35.50.030,
the proceedings to foreclose said delinquent
assessments shall be commenced in Wahkiakum
Superior Court on or before August 1st of any year
in which there exist local improvement district
assessments subject to foreclosure as provided and
authorized in Chapter 35.50 RCW. (Ord. 330 § 1,
1986)

Chapter 3.75

CITY SERVICES FEES 
AND CHARGES

Sections:
3.75.010 Finance department.
3.75.020 Licenses/miscellaneous permits.
3.75.030 Public works department.
3.75.040 Planning department.
3.75.050 Building permit fees.
3.75.060 Municipal court.

3.75.010 Finance department.
(1) Reproduction of public documents:
Pages (8.5" x 11") $0.20 per pg.
Pages larger than 
8.5" x 11" as set by town 
clerk $0.25 per pg.
Transmitted by mail per 
telephone or written 
request $5.00 mini-

mum fee 
(up to 20 
pgs.) addi-
tional at the 
per pg. price
listed above

(2) Sale of prepared documents – the documents
listed below are ready for sale (if requested under
Public Disclosure instead of specifically prepared,
the rates in subsection (1) would apply).

(a) City map $0.50 each
(b) Zoning map  0.50 each
(c) Zoning Ordinance 369  4.00 each

(3) Service fees
(a) Fax $2.00 per pg.
(b) NSF check  15.00 per 

 check

(4) Mileage (Resolution 
No. 148) $0.31 per

 IRS 
 allowance

(Ord. 415 § 4, 2000; Ord. 400 § 1, 1999)
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3.75.020 Licenses/miscellaneous permits.

(Ord. 432 § 1, 2002; Ord. 415 § 4, 2000; Ord. 400
§ 2, 1999)

3.75.030 Public works department.

(Ord. 432 § 2, 2002; Ord. 421 § 1, 2000; Ord. 415
§ 4, 2000; Ord. 400 § 3, 1999)

3.75.040 Planning department.

(c) A minor variance is defined as:
(i) Cases where hardship to existing build-

ings or platted property is created as a result of pub-
lic action or change in ordinance standards.

(ii) Structure or setback deviations which are
characteristic of and common to neighboring uses
and which do not exceed a 10 percent departure
from any standard of the zoning ordinances as
applied to a specific piece of property.

(iii) A minor variance procedure shall not be
applicable or include any proposals involving fenc-
ing, shoreland, wetland, or floodplain.

(d) A “major” variance is defined as all vari-
ances which are not classified as “minor.” (Ord.
500, 2008; Ord. 470 § 1, 2005; Ord. 415 § 4, 2000;
Ord. 400 § 4, 1999)

(1) Business registration fee 
– in town (basic annual fee)

$25.00/$0.00 to 
$3,000; 
$50.00/$3,001 to 
$10,000; 
$75.00/$10,001 
and up

(2) Business registration fee 
– out of town (business not 
having officers or facilities 
within the town) $75.00
(3) Peddlers and solicitors 
license and fees
(a) Within town $25.00
(4) One-day transient mer-
chant or workman license $20.00 per day
(5) Fireworks permit fee $50.00 annual
(6) Repealed by Ord. 432.
(7) Film application fee 
(nonrefundable) $20.00 
Permit fee depending upon 
impact

$50.00 to $300.00 
per day

(1) Water/sewer utility
(Ordinance 387)
(a) Utility service deposit $80.00 residential;
(b) Hydrant construction 
meter
Hydrant connect/disconnect $50.00
Hydrant meter construction One-month basic 

fee for 2" meter 
plus overage (350 
cu. ft.)

Hydrant meter damage 
deposit $150.00
Unauthorized water use $225.00 min. plus 

$1.00/100 cu. ft. 
of usage

(2) Driveway construction 
permits

$5.00 for each
lineal foot of
curb cut

(3) Water connect/discon-
nect (Ordinance 387)

$30.00 plus appli-
cable late charge

(4) Late charge $20.00; provided, 
no additional late 
charges shall be 
added after service 
has been discon-
nected.

(1) Shoreline permit $800.00 + notice 
fees paid by 
applicant

(2) Shoreline exemption $100.00 
(3) Short plat $200.00 + 

$25.00/lot
(4) Subdivision $800.00 + 

$25.00/lot
(5) Floodplain determination $25.00
(6) SEPA threshold determi-
nation and review

$150.00 + notice 
fees paid by 
applicant

(7) Conditional use permit 
(Ordinance 369) $250.00
(8) Temporary use permit 
(Ordinance 369) $250.00
(9) Variances (Ordinance 369):

(a) Variances $250.00 per 
application

(b) Minor variances $150.00
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3.75.050 Building permit fees.

Other Inspections and Fees

Total Valuation Fee
$100.00 to $500.00 $23.50
$501.00 to $2,000 $23.50 for the first 

$500.00 plus $3.05 
for each additional 
$100.00 including 
$2,000

$2,001 to $25,000 $69.25 for the first 
$2,000 plus $14.00 
for each additional 
$1,000 including 
$25,000

$25,001 to $50,000 $391.75 for the first 
$25,000 plus $10.10 
for each additional 
$1,000 including 
$50,000

$50,001 to $100,000 $643.75 for the first 
$50,000 plus $7.00 
for each additional 
$1,000 including 
$100,000

$100,001 to $500,000 $993.75 for the first 
$100,000 plus $5.60 
for each additional 
$1,000

$500,001 to $1,000,000 $3,233.75 for the 
first $500,000 plus 
$4.75 for each addi-
tional $1,000

$1,000,001 and up $5,608.75 for the 
first $1,000,000 plus 
$3.65 for each addi-
tional $1,000

State fee for each new unit 
or substantial remodel $4.50
Administration fee $20.00

1. Inspections outside of normal business 
hours (minimum charge two hours)

$47.00 
per hour*

2. Reinspection fees $47.00 
per hour*

3. Inspections for which no fee is specif-
ically indicated (minimum charge one-
half hour)

$47.00 
per hour*

4. Additional plan review required by 
changes, additions or revisions to 
plans (minimum charge one-half hour)

$47.00 
per hour*

5. For use of outside consultants for plan 
checking and inspections, or both

Actual 
costs**

6. Fire inspections – actual cost for outside consultants 
for plan checking and inspections or both at $60.00 
per hour (includes administrative fees). 
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*Or the total hourly cost to the jurisdiction, whichever is
the greatest. This cost shall include supervision, over-
head, equipment, hourly wages and fringe benefits of
the employees involved.
**Actual costs include administrative and overhead
costs.
(Ord. 423 § 1, 2001; Ord. 415 § 4, 2000; Ord. 400
§ 5, 1999)

3.75.060 Municipal court.
(1) Reproduction of public
documents (Same as CMC 

3.75.010(1)(a)) 

(2) Transcript of judgment $6.00

(3) FTA fee (failure to appear) $47.00 (per 
 RCW)

(4) Warrant processing fee $25.00 – $50.00
(as ordered by 
the judge)

(5) Certify document/record $5.00 each

(6) Prepare record for appeal
to superior court $40.00

(7) Filing by fax $2.00 first pg.; 
$1.00 each addi-
tional pg.

(8) Parking delinquent fee
(Ordinance 386) $25.00

(Ord. 415 § 4, 2000; Ord. 400 § 6, 1999)

Chapter 3.80

ISSUANCE OF WARRANTS AND CHECKS

Sections:
3.80.010 Issuance in advance of council 

approval.
3.80.020 Mayor’s authority to sign.

3.80.010 Issuance in advance of council 
approval.

In order to expedite the payment of excise tax
owed by the town and payroll checks or warrants,
the town may issue excise tax warrants or checks
and payroll warrants or checks in advance of town
council approval, subject to the following condi-
tions being met prior to payment:

(1) Each officer or employee designated to sign
the checks or warrants shall be required to furnish
an official bond for the faithful discharge of his or
her duties in an amount not less than $50,000.

(2) The town council shall provide for its
review of the documentation supporting claims
paid and for its approval of all checks or warrants
issued in payment of claims at a regularly sched-
uled public meeting within one month of issuance.

(3) In the event the town council shall disap-
prove any claim, the mayor and town clerk shall
jointly cause the disapproved claims to be recog-
nized as receivables of the town and shall pursue
collection diligently. (Ord. 440 § 1, 2003; Ord. 434
§ 1, 2002)

3.80.020 Mayor’s authority to sign.
The mayor is authorized to sign warrants or

checks pursuant to this chapter once the mayor is
bonded pursuant to CMC 3.80.010(1). The mayor
is further authorized to designate others empow-
ered to sign town checks or warrants pursuant to
CMC 3.80.010(1); provided, that no designee may
sign checks or warrants until he or she is bonded
pursuant to CMC 3.80.010(1). (RCW 42.27.180).
(Ord. 440 § 2, 2003; Ord. 434 § 2, 2002)
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Chapter 3.85

UTILITY TAX

Sections:
3.85.010 Utility tax.
3.85.020 Use and accountability of tax proceeds.
3.85.030 Definitions.
3.85.040 Occupations subject to tax – Amount.
3.85.050 Tax year.
3.85.060 Exceptions and deductions.
3.85.070 Monthly installments.
3.85.080 Taxpayer’s records.
3.85.090 Failure to make returns or to pay the tax 

in full.
3.85.100 Penalty for delinquent payment.
3.85.110 Overpayment of tax.
3.85.120 Noncompliance – Penalty.
3.85.130 Appeal.
3.85.140 Town clerk to make rules.

3.85.010 Utility tax.
The tax provided for in this chapter shall be

known as the “utility tax,” and is levied upon the
privilege of conducting an electric energy, natural
or manufactured gas, telephone, water service,
sewage service, garbage collection service, or
cable television business within the town of Cath-
lamet, effective calendar year 2005. (Ord. 463 § 1,
2004)

3.85.020 Use and accountability of tax 
proceeds.

All revenues collected pursuant to this chapter
shall be deposited into the current expense fund,
and shall be used for the funding of town services
or capital requirements as the council shall direct
through its annual budget process. (Ord. 463 § 2,
2004)

3.85.030 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context or

subject matter clearly requires otherwise, the
words or phrases defined in this chapter shall have
the indicated meanings:

(1) “Cable television services” means the trans-
mission of video programming and associated non-
video signals to subscribers together with
subscriber interaction, if any, which is provided in
connection with video programming. (Includes sat-
ellite service.)

(2) “Cellular telephone service” means any
two-way voice and data telephone or similar com-
munications system based in whole or in substan-
tial part on wireless radio communications,
including cellular mobile service, and which is not
subject to regulation by the Washington State Util-
ities and Transportation Commission. Cellular
mobile service includes other wireless radio com-
munications services including specialized mobile
radio, personal communications services, and any
other evolving wireless radio communications
technology that accomplishes a purpose substan-
tially similar to cellular mobile service. “Cellular
telephone service” is included within the definition
of “telephone business” for the purposes of this
chapter.

(3) “Competitive telephone service” means the
providing by any person of telecommunications
equipment or apparatus, directory advertising and
lease of telephone street directories, or service
related to that equipment or apparatus such as
repair or maintenance service, if the equipment or
apparatus is of a type which may be provided by
persons not subject to regulation as telephone com-
panies under RCW Title 80, and for which a sepa-
rate charge is made. Transmission of
communication through cellular telephones is clas-
sified as “telephone business” rather than “compet-
itive telephone service.”

(4) “Garbage collection service” means the
business of collecting and disposal of household
and commercial waste and refuse.

(5) “Gross income” means the value proceed-
ing or accruing from the performance in the town
of Cathlamet of the particular business involved,
including gross proceeds of sales, compensation
for the rendition of services, and receipts (includ-
ing all sums earned or charged, whether received or
not) by reason of investment in the business
engaged in (excluding rentals, receipts or proceeds
from the use or sale of real property or any interest
therein, and proceeds from the sale of notes, bonds,
mortgages or other evidences of indebtedness, or
stocks and the like), all without any deduction on
account of the cost of property sold, the cost of
materials used, labor costs, taxes, interest or dis-
count paid, delivery costs or any expenses whatso-
ever, and without any deduction on account of
losses, and excluding any tax levied by a municipal
corporation upon the business.
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(6) “Pager service” means service provided by
means of an electronic device which has the ability
to send or receive voice or digital messages trans-
mitted through the local telephone network, via
satellite or any other form of voice or data trans-
mission. “Pager service” is included within the def-
inition of “telephone business” for the purposes of
this chapter.

(7) “Person” means any person, firm, corpora-
tion, municipal corporation, association, or entity
of any type engaged in a business subject to taxa-
tion under this chapter.

(8) “Sewage service” shall include the disposal,
removal, or transmission of sewage whether within
the town or out of the town, by a business located
in or taking delivery of sewage in town or from the
town’s sewer and waste water facilities out of
town, excepting wholesaling of sewage services.

(9) “Telephone business” means the business of
providing access to a local telephone network,
local telephone network switching service, toll ser-
vice, or coin telephone services, or providing tele-
phonic, video, data, pager or similar communica-
tion or transmission for hire, via a local telephone
network, toll line or channel, cable, microwave, or
similar communication or transmission system.
The term includes cooperative or farmer line tele-
phone companies or associations operating an
exchange. “Telephone business” does not include
the providing of competitive telephone service or
cable television service, or other providing of
broadcast services by radio or television stations.

(10) “Town clerk” means the town clerk of the
town of Cathlamet, Washington, or his or her des-
ignee.

(11) “Water service” shall include the sale or
resale of water to customers, whether within the
town or out of the town, by a business located in or
taking delivery of water in town or from the town
water system out of town excepting the wholesaling
of water. (Ord. 476 § 1, 2005; Ord. 463 § 3, 2004)

3.85.040 Occupations subject to tax – 
Amount.

There is levied upon and shall be collected from
a person because of certain business activities en-
gaged in or carried on in the town of Cathlamet taxes
in the amount to be determined by the application
of rates given against gross income as follows:

(1) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on the
business of selling, furnishing, or transmitting

electricity, a tax equal to six percent, for the calen-
dar year 2012 and beyond, of the total gross
income from such business in the town during the
period for which the tax is due;

(2) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on the
business of selling, furnishing, or transmitting gas,
whether natural or manufactured, a tax equal to six
percent, for the calendar year 2012 and beyond, of
the total gross income from such business in the
town during the period for which the tax is due;

(3) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on
any telephone business, a tax equal to six percent,
for the calendar year 2012 and beyond, of the total
gross income, including income from intrastate
long distance toll service, from such business in the
town during the period for which the tax is due;

(4) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on the
business of selling, furnishing, or transmitting
cable television service, a tax equal to six percent,
for the calendar year 2012 and beyond, of the total
gross income from such business in the town dur-
ing the period for which the tax is due;

(5) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on the
business of selling, furnishing, or delivering water,
a tax equal to six percent, for the calendar year
2012 and beyond, of the total gross income from
such business in the town and outside the town dur-
ing the period for which the tax is due;

(6) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on the
business of sewage service, a tax equal to six per-
cent, for the calendar year 2012 and beyond, of the
total gross income from such business in the town
and outside the town during the period for which
the tax is due;

(7) Upon a person engaged in or carrying on the
business of garbage service, a tax equal to six per-
cent, for the calendar year 2012 and beyond, of the
total gross income from such business in the town
during the period for which the tax is due;

(8) The town council will review the need for
scheduled rate changes for 2006 and beyond on an
annual basis. (Ord. 544 § 1, 2011; Ord. 463 § 4,
2004)

3.85.050 Tax year.
The tax year for purposes of this utility tax shall

commence January 1, 2005, and end December 31,
2005, and thereafter shall commence on January
1st and end on December 31st each year. (Ord. 463
§ 5, 2004)
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3.85.060 Exceptions and deductions.
There is excepted and deducted from the total

gross income upon which the tax is computed:
(1) That part of the total gross income derived

from business which the town is prohibited from
taxing under the Constitution or laws of the United
States and the Constitution or laws of the State of
Washington.

(2) Income derived from that portion of net-
work telephone service, as defined in RCW
82.04.065, which represents charges to another
telecommunications company, as defined in RCW
80.04.010, for connecting fees, switching charges,
or carrier access charges relating to intrastate toll
telephone services; or for access to, or charges for,
interstate services; or charges for network tele-
phone service that is purchased for the purpose of
resale.

(3) Adjustments made to a billing or customer
account in order to reverse a billing or charge that
was not properly a debt of the customer.

(4) Cash discounts allowed and actually
granted to customers of the taxpayer during the tax
year.

(5) Uncollectible debts written off the tax-
payer’s books during the tax year. If subsequently
collected, the income shall be reported for the
period in which collected. (Ord. 463 § 6, 2004)

3.85.070 Monthly installments.
The tax imposed by CMC 3.85.040 shall be due

and payable in monthly installments, and remit-
tance therefor shall be made on or before the last
day of the month following the end of the monthly
period in which the tax is accrued. Annual returns
for smaller entities may be allowed upon written
approval from the town clerk. On or before said
due date, the taxpayer shall file with the town clerk
a written return upon such form and setting forth
such information as the town clerk shall reasonably
require relating to the accurate computation and
collection of this tax, together with the payment of
the amount. (Ord. 463 § 7, 2004)

3.85.080 Taxpayer’s records.
Each taxpayer shall keep records reflecting the

amount of the taxpayer’s gross income on sales and
services within the town, and such records shall be
open at all reasonable times for the inspection of
the town clerk or his or her designee to verify infor-

mation provided on any utility tax return, or to
determine whether such return is required to be
filed. (Ord. 463 § 8, 2004)

3.85.090 Failure to make returns or to pay 
the tax in full.

If a taxpayer fails, neglects, or refuses to make
his return as and when required by this chapter, the
town clerk is authorized to determine the amount
of the tax payable under the provisions of CMC
3.85.040, and to notify such taxpayer of the amount
so determined. The amount so fixed shall there-
upon be the tax and be immediately due and pay-
able, together with penalty and interest. Delinquent
taxes, including any penalties, are subject to an
interest charge of 12 percent per year on the unpaid
balance from the date any such taxes became due
as provided in CMC 3.85.070. (Ord. 463 § 9, 2004)

3.85.100 Penalty for delinquent payment.
If a person subject to this tax fails to pay any tax

required by this chapter within 15 days after the
due date thereof, there shall be added to such tax a
penalty of 10 percent of the amount of such tax.
Any tax due under this chapter that is unpaid and
all penalties thereon shall constitute a debt to the
town and may be collected by court proceedings,
which remedy shall be in addition to all other rem-
edies. (Ord. 463 § 10, 2004)

3.85.110 Overpayment of tax.
Money paid to the town through error, or other-

wise not in payment of the tax imposed by this
chapter, or in excess of such tax, shall, upon dis-
covery, be credited against any tax due or to
become due from such taxpayer hereunder; pro-
vided, however, that overpayments extending
beyond one year prior to notification of the town
shall not be refunded. If such taxpayer has ceased
doing business in the town any such overpayment
shall be refunded to the taxpayer. (Ord. 463 § 11,
2004)

3.85.120 Noncompliance – Penalty.
(1) No person subject to this chapter shall fail or

refuse to file tax returns or to pay tax when due, nor
shall any person make a false statement or repre-
sentation in, or in connection with, any such tax
return, or otherwise violate or refuse to comply
with this chapter or with any rule promulgated pur-
suant to CMC 3.85.140.
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(2) In addition to the interest and delinquent fil-
ing penalties set forth above, a willful violation of
or failure to comply with this chapter is a civil
infraction, subject to a fine of up to $250.00 for
each day that a violation continues. (Ord. 463 § 12,
2004)

3.85.130 Appeal.
A taxpayer aggrieved by the amount of the tax,

penalties, interest, or civil infraction fine deter-
mined to be due by the town clerk or his or her des-
ignee, under the provisions of this chapter, may
appeal such determination to the town council.
(Ord. 463 § 13, 2004)

3.85.140 Town clerk to make rules.
The town clerk shall have the power to adopt

and enforce rules and regulations not inconsistent
with this chapter or with the law for the purposes of
carrying out the provisions thereof. (Ord. 463 § 14,
2004)

Chapter 3.90

FUND ACCOUNTING

Sections:
3.90.010 Accounts established.

3.90.010 Accounts established.
The following fund accounts are established and

repealed to bring the town’s fiscal accounting sys-
tem into conformance with applicable state law.
When any other provision of this title appears to
conflict with this chapter, this chapter shall govern.

(1) Ordinance 494 (2007) is repealed in its
entirety.

(2) The following fund accounts are authorized
and hereby established:

(a) Fund 103 – Library, Fund 104 – Swim-
ming Pool, and Fund 105 – Parks are hereby abol-
ished, and all remaining balances from those funds
shall be transferred to Fund 001.

(b) Fund 107 – Current Expense Cumulative
Reserve (formerly Cumulative Reserve Timber) is
hereby retitled.

Fund 106 – Timber Operation Fund, Fund
111 – Disability Fund, 410 – Reforestation Fund,
and 113 – Audit Reserve are hereby abolished, and
all remaining balances from those funds shall be
transferred to Fund 107.

(c) Fund 401 – Water/Sewer Department is
hereby established.

Fund 408 – Public Works Trust Fund Loan
Redemption is hereby abolished, and all remaining
balances from that fund shall be transferred to
Fund 401.

(d) Fund 402 – Water Cumulative Reserve is
hereby established.

Fund 109 – Cumulative Reserve,
Water/Sewer Equipment, is hereby abolished, and
one-half of any remaining balance shall be trans-
ferred to Fund 402.

Fund 112 – Water Emergency Fund, and
Fund 413 – Water Main Replacement Reserve are
hereby abolished, and all remaining balances from
those funds shall be transferred to Fund 402.

(e) Fund 403 – Sewer Cumulative Reserve is
hereby established.

Fund 109 – One-half of any remaining bal-
ance shall be transferred to Fund 403.

Fund 110 – Sewer Capital Projects Reserve,
and Fund 114 – Sewer Emergency Reserve are
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hereby abolished, and all remaining balances from
those funds shall be transferred to Fund 403.

(f) Fund 406 is hereby retitled the
Water/Sewer Revenue Bond Redemption Fund.

Fund 109 – 1997 Water Principal/Interest
Fund is hereby abolished, and any balance remain-
ing in that fund shall be transferred to Fund 406.

(g) Fund 407 is hereby retitled the
Water/Sewer Revenue Bond Reserve Fund.

Fund 409 – 1997 Water Bond Reserve Fund
is hereby abolished, and any balance remaining in
that fund shall be transferred to Fund 407.

(h) Fund 420 – Water/Sewer Equipment
Cumulative Reserve Fund is hereby created.

(i) The following funds are sustained:
(i) Fund 001 – Current Expense.
(ii) Fund 101 – Streets.
(iii) Fund 102 – C.J. Forester Library

Endowment.
(iv) Fund 108 – Fire Department Cumu-

lative Reserve.
(v) Fund 109 – Emergency Medical Ser-

vices Cumulative Reserve.
(vi) Fund 301 – Capital Projects Cumu-

lative Reserve.
(vii) Fund 302 – Capital Projects Town

Hall/Library.
(viii) Fund 404 – Sewer Facility

Improvements.
(ix) Fund 405 – Water Deposit.
(x) Fund 631 – Claims/Payroll Clearing.
(xi) Fund 999 – Treasurer Surplus. (Ord.

525, 2009)

Chapter 3.95

FISCAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Sections:
3.95.010 Fiscal reporting requirements.

3.95.010 Fiscal reporting requirements.
(1) A monthly closing schedule is established

consisting of 12 comparable reporting periods.
(2) The clerk-treasurer or his/her designee shall

produce and publish reports to the council and the
department heads of each town department that
show the expenditures and receipts incurred during
the preceding reporting period and the like infor-
mation for the whole of the current fiscal year
together with the unexpended balance of each bud-
get appropriation. Said reports will be available to
the council members prior to their next regularly
scheduled council meeting.

(3) The clerk-treasurer or his/her designee shall
produce and publish quarterly revenue forecasts
for the council’s finance committee that show
anticipated revenues for each source for the current
fiscal year. (Ord. 541 §§ 1 – 3, 2011)
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Title 4
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Title 5

BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS

Chapters:
5.05 Business Licenses
5.10 Sale and Disposition of Malt Liquor
5.14 Adult Entertainment Industry Licensing and Regulation
5.15 Gambling
5.20 Cable Television Rate Regulations
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Chapter 5.05

BUSINESS LICENSES

Sections:
5.05.010 Definitions.
5.05.020 License fees.
5.05.040 License period.
5.05.050 Licenses for different business or 

locations.
5.05.060 Exemptions.
5.05.070 Violation – Penalty.
5.05.080 Duty of town clerk.

5.05.010 Definitions.
In construing the provisions of this chapter, save

where otherwise declared or clearly apparent from
the context, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) The word “person” herein used interchange-
ably, means any individual, receiver, assignee,
trustee in bankruptcy, trust, estate, firm, co-part-
nership, joint venture, club, company, joint stock
company, business trust, corporation, association,
society or group of individuals acting as a unit,
whether mutual, cooperative, fraternal, nonprofit
or otherwise.

(2) The word “business” includes all activities
engaged in with the object of gain, benefit or
advantage to the licensee or to another person or
class, directly or indirectly, and shall include all
persons required to file a business and occupation
return to the state of Washington under Chapter
82.04 RCW, and all persons required to register as
a contractor under Chapter 18.27 RCW and all per-
sons engaged in any profession.

(3) The terms “engage in business” or “engag-
ing in business activities” means commencing,
conducting or continuing in business and also the
exercise of corporate or franchise powers as well as
liquidating a business when the liquidators thereof
hold themselves out to the public as conducting
such business.

(4) Words in the singular shall include the plu-
ral and the plural shall include the singular. Words
in one gender shall include all other genders. (Ord.
272 § 2, 1976)

5.05.020 License fees.
(1) There is hereby levied and shall be collected

from every person an annual license fee for the act
and privilege of engaging in business activities,
including the renting of real property, within the

town of Cathlamet. Such fee shall be measured by
the gross proceeds of sales, or the gross income of
the business, as the case may be, as specified in
CMC 3.75.020.

(2) Any business, profession, or service,
excepting a business not having offices or facilities
within the town, which shall have or claim a gross
income, sales or revenue of $10,000 or less annu-
ally, shall make a disclosure of their business
records if so requested by the town clerk. Any fail-
ure to disclose records upon request will be
deemed conclusive failure to qualify for a reduced
license fee, and such person shall be charged the
difference between the license fee claimed and the
maximum fee imposed under CMC 3.75.020(1).

(3) The town clerk is hereby authorized to pre-
scribe application forms to be completed by per-
sons applying for the business licenses provided
for in this chapter. The forms so prescribed may
require the information supplied thereon to be
given under penalty of perjury. Any person making
a knowingly false statement in any such applica-
tion form shall be subject to a $100.00 additional
surcharge in addition to any other penalties that
may be provided by the laws of the state of Wash-
ington. (Ord. 432 § 3, 2002; Ord. 331 § 1, 1986;
Ord. 272 § 3, 1976)

5.05.040 License period.
The period for annual licenses shall be July 1st

of one year to June 30th of the following year.
Where applicable, license fees for the last half of
such period shall be 75 percent of the annual
license fee, and for the last quarter of such period
shall be 50 percent of the annual license fee. The
licenses required by this chapter shall be procured
by the licensee prior to June 30th of each year for
which required, or prior to the commencement of
business in the town of Cathlamet, whichever
comes first. For any license procured after the
applicable date required herein, there is hereby
assessed and there shall be collected by the town
clerk, in addition to the applicable license fee, a
delinquency charge of 20 percent of the license fee
payable, plus one percent interest per month on the
license fee payable between the time such license
fee is procured and the time when the same should
have been procured as herein provided. (Ord. 272
§ 4, 1976)
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5.05.050 Licenses for different business or 
locations.

Any person operating different businesses at
different locations shall be required to obtain a sep-
arate license for each business. Businesses operat-
ing different, but related, businesses at the same
location shall be required to obtain only one license
for such business. A related business is defined as
a business which may ordinarily and normally be
operated together. (Ord. 272 § 5, 1976)

5.05.060 Exemptions.
This chapter shall not apply to:
(1) Persons engaged in the business of selling

agricultural products grown or produced from their
own lands within Wahkiakum County;

(2) Amateur athletic contests produced under
the auspices of any school or amateur organiza-
tions;

(3) Any person in respect to his employment as
an employee or servant as distinguished from that
of an independent contractor, or person required to
collect a sales tax on his work or to file a business
and occupation return to the state of Washington
under Chapter 82.04 RCW;

(4) Any nonprofit corporation or organization
recognized as tax exempt under the Internal Reve-
nue Laws of the state or federal government;

(5) Occasional sales of food or merchandise by
a voluntary organization of Wahkiakum County
for any nonprofit religious, educational or commu-
nity service. (Ord. 272 § 6, 1976)

5.05.070 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating or failing to comply with

the provisions of this chapter shall, upon convic-
tion thereof be punished by a fine of not to exceed
$50.00. Any person who engages in or carries on
any business without first obtaining a business
license so to do as herein provided shall be guilty
of a violation for each day during which business is
so engaged in or carried on; and any person who
fails or refuses to obtain and pay the license fee as
herein provided on or before the due date thereof
shall be deemed to be operating without having a
license to do so. (Ord. 272 § 7, 1976)

5.05.080 Duty of town clerk.
The town clerk shall keep full and complete

records of all license fees received hereunder and
by whom paid, which records shall be open to the

public inspection. It shall be the duty of the town
clerk to require all persons engaging in any busi-
ness activity to procure such license, and to enforce
the collection thereof in the manner provided in
this chapter. (Ord. 272 § 8, 1976)
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Chapter 5.10

SALE AND DISPOSITION 
OF MALT LIQUOR

Sections:
5.10.010 Definitions.
5.10.020 Sales of malt liquor – Regulations.
5.10.030 Violation – Penalty.

5.10.010 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the term “malt liquor”

means beer, strong beer, ale, stout and porter. (Ord.
291 § 1, 1980)

5.10.020 Sales of malt liquor – Regulations.
Any person who, within the corporate limits of

the town of Cathlamet, sells or offers for sale kegs
or other containers containing seven gallons or
more of malt liquor to consumers who are not
licensed under Chapter 66.24 RCW shall:

(1) Require the purchaser to sign a receipt for
the beverage and provide the following:

(a) Two pieces of identification, one of
which is a motor vehicle operator’s license number
or a Washington State identification card;

(b) The location, date and time where the
beverage will be consumed; and

(c) A sworn statement providing that the pur-
chaser is of legal age to purchase, possess or use
malt liquor, that the purchaser will not allow any
person under the age of 21 years to consume the
beverage except as provided in RCW 66.44.270 of
the Laws of the State of Washington, and that the
purchaser will not remove or obliterate the num-
bered label affixed to the container;

(2) Record the identification of the keg or con-
tainer for the purpose of tracing the items if the
contents are consumed in violation of this chapter
in the following manner:

(a) Record the serial number of the keg or
container on the receipt;

(b) Identify the keg or container purchased
by affixing a numbered label to the keg or con-
tainer; and

(c) Record the identification number of the
receipt;

(3) Notify the police department of the town of
Cathlamet or the Wahkiakum County sheriff’s
office immediately in the event that the purchase
exceeds 20 gallons of malt liquor;

(4) Retain for a period of one year the original
copy of the receipt completed pursuant to the pro-
visions of this chapter, said receipts to be available
during all regular business hours to inspection by
the police department of the town of Cathlamet or
to such other law enforcement officers as may be
designated by the mayor of the town of Cathlamet.
A copy of such receipt shall also be provided to the
purchaser. (Ord. 291 § 2, 1980)

5.10.030 Violation – Penalty.
Any person or persons violating any of the pro-

visions of this chapter shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding $250.00. (Ord.
291 § 3, 1980)
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Chapter 5.14

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 
LICENSING AND REGULATION

Sections:
5.14.010 Definitions.
5.14.020 Prima facie evidence of erotic dance 

studio.
5.14.030 Studio license – Application to town 

clerk.
5.14.040 Studio license – Information required.
5.14.050 Studio license – Fee.
5.14.060 Studio license – Transmittal of 

application.
5.14.070 Studio license – Issuance.
5.14.080 Studio license – Expiration.
5.14.090 Studio license – Renewal.
5.14.100 Dancer’s license – Required.
5.14.110 Manager’s license – Required.
5.14.120 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 

Application to town clerk.
5.14.130 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 

Information required.
5.14.140 Dancer’s/manager’s license – Fee.
5.14.150 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 

Issuance.
5.14.160 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 

Expiration.
5.14.170 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 

Renewal.
5.14.180 Manager on premises.
5.14.190 Operation restrictions – Unlawful acts 

designated.
5.14.200 Public display prohibited.
5.14.210 Inspection of records and premises 

authorized.
5.14.220 Standards for denial of license.
5.14.230 Standards for revocation – Suspension 

of license.
5.14.240 Appeal and hearing.
5.14.250 Violation – Penalty.
5.14.260 Severability.

5.14.010 Definitions.
In this chapter, the following definitions shall

apply unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
(1) “Town clerk” means the clerk-treasurer of

the town of Cathlamet and/or his/her employee or
agent.

(2) “Dancer” means a person who dances or
otherwise performs for or at an erotic dance studio
and seeks to arouse or excite the patrons’ sexual
desires.

(3) “Employee” means any and all persons,
including dancers, lessees and independent con-
tractors, who work in or at or render any services to
the operation of an erotic dance studio.

(4) “Erotic dance studio” means a fixed place of
business which emphasizes and seeks, through one
or more dancers, to arouse or excite the patrons’
sexual desires.

(5) “Manager” means any person who man-
ages, directs, administers, or is in charge of the
affairs and/or conduct of any portion of any activ-
ity at an erotic dance studio.

(6) “Sheriff” means the Wahkiakum County
sheriff and his/her agents.

(7) “Verified” means:
(a) Attested to by the applicant or licensee in

writing; and
(b) Notarized. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.020 Prima facie evidence of erotic dance 
studio.

It shall be prima facie evidence that a business is
an erotic dance studio when one or more dancers
display or expose with less than a full opaque cov-
ering that portion of the female breast lower than
the upper edge of the areola and/or any portion of
the human genitals. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.030 Studio license – Application to town 
clerk.

Application for erotic dance studio license shall
be made to the town clerk. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.040 Studio license – Information 
required.

An application for erotic dance studio license
shall be verified and shall contain or set forth the
following information:

(1) The name, address, telephone number, prin-
cipal occupation, and age of the applicant;

(2) The name, address, and principal occupa-
tion of the managing agent or agents of the busi-
ness;

(3) The business name, business address, and
business telephone number of the establishment or
proposed establishment together with a description
of the nature of the business and magnitude
thereof;

(4) Whether the business or proposed business
is the undertaking of a sole proprietorship, partner-
ship, or corporation:
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(a) If a sole proprietorship, the application
shall set forth the name, address, telephone num-
ber, and principal occupation of the sole proprietor;

(b) If a partnership, the application shall set
forth the names, addresses, telephone numbers,
principal occupations, and respective ownership
shares of each partner, whether general, limited, or
silent;

(c) If a corporation, the application shall set
forth the corporate name, a copy of the articles of
incorporation, and the names, addresses, telephone
numbers, and principal occupations of every
officer, director, and shareholder (having more
than five percent of the outstanding shares) and the
number of shares held by each;

(5) The names, addresses, telephone numbers,
and principal occupations of every person, partner-
ship, or corporation having any interest in the real
or personal property utilized or to be utilized by the
business or proposed business. (Ord. 414 § 2,
2000)

5.14.050 Studio license – Fee.
Applications shall be accompanied by a non-

refundable fee of $500.00. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.060 Studio license – Transmittal of 
application.

Within seven days of receipt of an application
for an erotic dance studio license, the clerk shall
transmit copies of such application to the sheriff
for review and recommendation, and to the town’s
building inspector and public works director for
review and report as to the applicant’s compliance
with all applicable fire, building, and zoning
requirements of the town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 414
§ 2, 2000)

5.14.070 Studio license – Issuance.
The clerk shall issue an erotic dance studio

license within 30 days of receipt of both a properly
completed application and application fee, and
upon finding that the business complies with all
applicable fire, building and zoning codes. (Ord.
414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.080 Studio license – Expiration.
An erotic dance studio license shall expire on

December 31st of the year in which it is issued.
(Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.090 Studio license – Renewal.
An erotic dance studio license may be renewed

or reinstated after a period of revocation by follow-
ing the application procedures set forth in CMC
5.14.030 through 5.14.080. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.100 Dancer’s license – Required.
No person, whether employee or nonemployee

shall dance at an erotic dance studio without a valid
dancer’s license issued by the clerk. (Ord. 414 § 2,
2000)

5.14.110 Manager’s license – Required.
No person shall work as a manager at an erotic

dance studio without having first obtained a man-
ager’s license from the clerk. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.120 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 
Application to town clerk.

Application for dancer’s/manager’s license shall
be made to the town clerk. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.130 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 
Information required.

Application for dancer’s/manager’s license
shall contain or set forth the following information:

(1) The applicant’s signature notarized or certi-
fied to be true under penalty of perjury.

(2) The applicant’s name, home addresses (cur-
rent and former), home telephone number, date of
birth, and aliases (past or present), photograph, fin-
gerprints, and social security number.

(3) Documentation that the applicant has
attained the age of 18 years. Any two of the follow-
ing shall be accepted as documentation of age:

(a) A valid motor vehicle operator’s  license
issued by any state bearing the applicant’s photo-
graph and date of birth;

(b) An identification card bearing the appli-
cant’s photograph and date of birth issued by a fed-
eral or state government agency;

(c) An official passport issued by the United
States of America;

(d) A certificate of birth.
(4) The business name and address where the

applicant intends to dance/work. (Ord. 414 § 2,
2000)
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5.14.140 Dancer’s/manager’s license – Fee.
Applications shall be accompanied by a non-

refundable fee of $50.00. If a license is lost, one
duplicate license may be issued by the clerk for a
fee of $25.00. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.150 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 
Issuance.

The clerk shall issue the license promptly upon
receipt of both a properly completed application
form and the license fee. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.160 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 
Expiration.

A dancer’s/manager’s license shall expire one
year after the date of issuance. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.170 Dancer’s/manager’s license – 
Renewal.

A dancer’s/manager’s license may be renewed
or reinstated after a period of revocation by follow-
ing the application procedures set forth in CMC
5.14.120 through 5.14.150. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.180 Manager on premises.
(1) A licensed manager shall be present on the

premises of an erotic dance studio at all times when
open for business.

(2) It shall be the responsibility of the manager
to verify that any dancer within the premises pos-
sesses a current and valid dancer’s license.

(3) The manager shall, upon request by any law
enforcement officer or business license inspector,
make available for inspection the dancers’ licenses
required to be on the premises as described herein.
(Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.190 Operation restrictions – Unlawful 
acts designated.

Violation of any of the following subsections
shall be a separate and distinct offense.

(1) No person, firm, partnership, corporation,
or other entity shall advertise, or cause to be adver-
tised, an erotic dance studio without a valid erotic
dance studio license issued pursuant to this chap-
ter.

(2) No later than March 1st of each year, an
erotic dance studio licensee shall file a verified
report with the clerk showing the licensee’s gross
receipts and amounts paid to dancers for the pre-
ceding calendar year.

(3) An erotic dance studio licensee shall main-
tain and retain for a period of two years the names,
addresses, and ages of all persons employed as
dancers by the licensee.

(4) No erotic dance studio licensee shall
employ as a dancer a person under the age of 18
years of age or a person not licensed pursuant to
this chapter.

(5) No person under the age of 18 years shall be
admitted into an erotic dance studio.

(6) No erotic dance studio licensee shall serve,
sell, distribute, consume, or possess any intoxicat-
ing liquor or controlled substance upon the pre-
mises of the licensee.

(7) An erotic dance studio licensee shall con-
spicuously display the studio licenses required by
this chapter.

(8) All dancing shall occur on a platform
intended for that purpose which is raised at least 18
inches from the level of the floor and no closer than
10 feet to any patron.

(9) No dancer or employee shall fondle, caress,
or touch any patron in a manner which seeks to
arouse or excite the patrons’ sexual desires.

(10) No patron shall fondle, caress, or touch
any dancer or employee in a manner which seeks to
arouse or excite the patrons’s sexual desire.

(11) No patron shall pay or give any gratuity
directly to any dancer.

(12) No dancer shall solicit any pay or gratuity
directly from any patron.

(13) No dancer or employee shall expose their
breasts below the top of the areola or expose any
portion of the pubic hair, vulva or genitals, anus
and/or buttocks, except upon a stage at least 18
inches above the immediate floor level and
removed at least 10 feet from the nearest patron.

(14) The stage or the entire interior portion of
cubicles, rooms, or stalls wherein adult entertain-
ment is provided must be visible from the common
areas of the premises. Visibility shall not be
blocked or obscured by doors, curtains, drapes, or
any other obstruction whatsoever.

(15) No activity or dancing occurring on the
premises shall be visible at any time from the pub-
lic place.

(16) No dancer shall be visible from any public
place during the hours of their employment, or
apparent hours of their employment on the pre-
mises.



Cathlamet Municipal Code 5.14.230

5-4.4 (Revised 1/01)

(17) A 36-inch by 24-inch sign shall be con-
spicuously displayed in the common are of the pre-
mises, and shall read as follows:

THIS EROTIC DANCE STUDIO IS REGULAT-
ED BY THE TOWN OF CATHLAMET.

1. ALL DANCING MUST OCCUR ON STAGE
AND NO CLOSER THAN TEN FEET TO ANY
PATRON.

2. DANCERS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT
PERMITTED TO TOUCH, CARESS OR FON-
DLE ANY PATRON IN A MANNER WHICH
SEEKS TO AROUSE OR EXCITE THE PA-
TRONS’ SEXUAL DESIRES.

3. PATRONS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO
TOUCH, CARESS, OR FONDLE ANY DANC-
ER OR EMPLOYEE IN A MANNER WHICH
SEEKS TO AROUSE OR EXCITE THE PA-
TRONS’ SEXUAL DESIRES.

4. NO MONEY OR GRATUITY MAY BE AC-
CEPTED OR SOLICITED BY ANY DANCER
FROM A PATRON.

(18) Dances/performances/exhibits that are
obscene are not permitted. “Obscene” is defined
as:

(a) Whether the average person applying
contemporary community standards would find
that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the pru-
rient interest; and

(b) Whether applying those same contempo-
rary community standards, the average person
would find that the work depicts or describes in a
patently offensive way, the following sexual con-
duct:

(i) Ultimate sexual acts, normal or per-
verted, actual or simulated; or

(ii) Masturbation, fellatio, cunnilingus,
bestiality, excretory functions, or lewd exhibitions
of the genitals or genital area; or

(iii) Violent or destructive sexual acts,
including but not limited to human or animal muti-
lation, dismemberment, rape, or torture; and

(c) Whether the work, taken as a whole,
lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific
value.

(19) This chapter shall not be construed to pro-
hibit:

(a) Plays, operas, musicals, or other dramatic
works which are not obscene;

(b) Classes, seminars, and lectures held for
serious scientific or educational purposes; or

(c) Exhibitions or dances which are not
obscene. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.200 Public display prohibited.
No person, firm, partnership, corporation or

other entity shall publicly display or expose or
cause public display or exposure, with less than a
full opaque covering of any portion of a persons’
genitals, pubic area, or buttocks in an obscene fash-
ion. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.210 Inspection of records and premises 
authorized.

All books and records required to be kept pursu-
ant to this chapter shall be open to inspection by the
clerk, sheriff, town attorney, or agents thereof, dur-
ing the hours when the erotic dance studio is open
for business. The purpose of such inspection shall
be to determine if the books and records meet the
requirements of this chapter. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.220 Standards for denial of license.
The clerk shall deny any erotic dance studio/

dancer/manager license applied for under provi-
sions of this chapter if he/she determines that the
applicant has:

(1) Made a materially false statement in the
application for a license which the applicant knows
to be false. “Materially false statement” means any
false statement, oral or written, regardless of its
admissibility under the rules of evidence, which
could have affected the course or outcome of the
license application;

(2) Proposed a place of business or establish-
ment to be licensed which does not comply with all
applicable requirements of the fire, building, and
zoning codes of Wahkiakum County. (Ord. 414
§ 2, 2000)

5.14.230 Standards for revocation – 
Suspension of license.

(1) The clerk shall revoke or suspend, for a
specified period of not more than one year, any
erotic dance studio license if he/she determines that
the licensee or applicant has: made a materially
false statement in the application for a license
which the applicant knows to be false; or violated
or permitted violation of any provisions of this
chapter.
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(2) The clerk shall revoke or suspend, for a
specified period of not more than one year, any
dancer/manager license if he/she determines that
the licensee or applicant has: made a materially
false statement in the application for a license
which the applicant knows to be false; or violated
or permitted violation of any provisions of this
chapter. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.240 Appeal and hearing.
(1) Any applicant/licensee that has had a

license denied, revoked or suspended by the clerk
shall have the right to appeal such action to the
council of the town of Cathlamet by filing a notice
of appeal with the clerk within 10 working days
after receiving notice of the action. The matter
shall be heard within 90 days by the council, unless
the parties agree otherwise.

(2) The filing of an appeal by an applicant/lic-
ensee shall stay the action of the clerk, pending a
resolution of the matter.

(3) The decision of the council shall be based
upon a preponderance of the evidence.

(4) The burden of proof shall be on the clerk.
(5) The decision of the council shall be final

unless appealed to superior court within 10 work-
ing days from the date the decision is entered by fil-
ing an appropriate action and serving all necessary
parties. (Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)

5.14.250 Violation – Penalty.
In addition to or as an alternative to any other

penalty provided herein or by law, any person, firm
or corporation violating any provision of this chap-
ter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and each such
person, firm, or corporation shall be deemed guilty
of a separate offense for each and every day during
which any violation is committed, continued, or
permitted, and upon conviction of any such viola-
tion such person, firm, or corporation shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by both
such fine and imprisonment; provided, no person
shall be deemed guilty of any violation of this
chapter if acting in an investigative capacity pursu-
ant to the request or order of the sheriff or town
attorney or duly appointed agent thereof. (Ord. 414
§ 2, 2000)

5.14.260 Severability.
If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this

chapter shall be held invalid or unconstitutional,
the validity or constitutionality thereof shall not
affect the validity or constitutionality of any other
section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this chapter.
(Ord. 414 § 2, 2000)
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Chapter 5.15

GAMBLING

Sections:
5.15.010 Gambling.
5.15.020 Definitions.
5.15.030 Taxes imposed – Amounts.
5.15.040 Tax to be computed and paid quarterly 

– Exemptions.
5.15.050 Administration and collection of tax.
5.15.060 Method of payment.
5.15.070 Failure to make timely payments of tax 

or fee.
5.15.080 Notice of intention to engage in 

activity to be filed.
5.15.090 Records required.
5.15.100 Overpayment or underpayment of tax.
5.15.110 Failure to make return.
5.15.120 Tax additional to others.
5.15.130 Taxes, penalties and fees constitute 

debt to municipality.
5.15.140 Limitations on right of recovery.
5.15.150 Violation – Penalty.
5.15.160 Revenue.

5.15.010 Gambling.
It is unlawful for any person to play at games of

chance for profit, except as authorized by, or pur-
suant to Chapter 218, Laws of Washington, 1973,
1st Ex. Sess, and Chapter 9.46 RCW.

(1) Any activity conducted in violation of any
provision of this chapter may be enjoined in an
action commenced by the commission through the
Attorney General or by the prosecuting attorney or
legal counsel of any city or town in which the pro-
hibited activity may occur.

(2) When a violation of any provision of said
chapter or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant
hereto has occurred on any property or premises
for which one or more licenses, permits, or certifi-
cates issued by this state, or any political subdivi-
sion or public agency thereof are in effect, all such
licenses, permits and certificates may be voided
and no license, permit, or certificate so voided shall
be issued or reissued for such property or premises
for a period of up to 60 days thereafter. (Ord. 341
§ 2, 1990)

5.15.020 Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter the words and

terms used shall have the same meaning as each
has under Chapter 218, Laws of 1973, 1st Ex. Sess.

and Chapter 9.46 RCW, each as amended, and
under the rules of the Washington State Gambling
Commission, WAC Title 230, as amended, unless
otherwise specifically provided or the context in
which they are used in this chapter clearly indicates
that they be given some other meaning. (Ord. 341
§ 3, 1990)

5.15.030 Taxes imposed – Amounts.
There is levied a tax upon all persons, associa-

tions and organizations who conduct or operate
gambling activities within the town of Cathlamet,
or who have been duly licensed by the Washington
State Gambling Commission to conduct or operate
such gambling activities, which tax shall be paid on
the following gambling activities in the following
respective amounts:

(1) Bingo and Raffle Games. Any bingo or raf-
fle activity, a tax computed at the rate of five per-
cent of the difference between the gross revenue
received from the conduct of such activity and the
amount paid for or as prizes in the conduct of such
activity; provided, however, that no tax shall be
imposed under the authority of this section on
bingo or raffles when such activity or any combi-
nation thereof are conducted by any bona fide char-
itable or nonprofit organization as defined in RCW
9.26.020(3), which organization has no paid oper-
ating or management personnel and has gross
income from bingo or raffles, or any combination
thereof, not exceeding $5,000 per year less the
amount paid for as prizes; and provided further,
that activities carried out by public or private
schools or by organizations sponsored by or related
to public or private schools, including parent orga-
nizations and student body organizations, shall be
exempt from the provisions of this chapter when
the proceeds of such activities are applied for the
benefit of any such school, or school sponsored
organization; and provided further, that any devia-
tion from exemption restrictions enumerated in this
chapter shall subject such organization to the
requirements of this chapter to the same extent as if
such exemption had not been granted, including
required payment within 10 days after written
demand of the town of Cathlamet of any taxes for-
merly granted exemption under this chapter;

(2) Punch Board or Pull Tab. Any punch board
or pull tab, a tax computed at the rate of five per-
cent of the gross receipts from the conduct of such
activity;
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(3) Social Card Rooms. Any card game, a tax
computed at the rate of 20 percent of the gross rev-
enue from the conduct of such activity;

(4) Public Card Rooms. Any card game, a tax
computed at the rate of 20 percent of the gross rev-
enue from the conduct of such activity. (Ord. 422
§§ 1 – 3, 2001; Ord. 341 § 4, 1990)

5.15.040 Tax to be computed and paid 
quarterly – Exemptions.

Each of the various taxes imposed by this chap-
ter shall be computed on the basis of activity during
each of the following periods of the year:

(1) January 1st through March 31st;
(2) April 1st through June 30th;
(3) July 1st through September 30th;
(4) October 1st through December 31st; 
and shall be due and payable not later than 30

days following the end of the period for which it is
computed, and the remittance, together with return
forms, shall be made to the town of Cathlamet, on
or before the last working day of the month next
succeeding the quarterly period in which the tax is
accrued; provided, that the following exceptions to
the payment schedule shall be allowed or required:

(a) Whenever any person, association or
organization taxable under this chapter, conducting
or operating a taxable activity on a regular basis
discontinues operation of that taxable activity for a
period of more than four consecutive weeks, or
quits business, sells out or otherwise disposes of
the business, or terminates the business, any tax
due shall become due and payable, and such tax-
payer shall, within 10 working days thereafter,
make a return and pay the tax due.

(b) Whenever it appears to the town of Cath-
lamet that the collection of taxes from any person,
association or organization may be in jeopardy, the
town of Cathlamet, after not less than 10 days’
notice to the taxpayer, may require the taxpayer to
remit taxes and returns at shorter intervals than
monthly, as the town of Cathlamet shall deem
appropriate under the circumstances.

(c) Whenever reports required by the Wash-
ington State Gambling Commission under the pro-
visions of Chapter 9.46 RCW are required on less
than a quarterly basis, any person, association or
organization under this chapter shall report to the
town of Cathlamet on the same basis. (Ord. 341
§ 5, 1990)

5.15.050 Administration and collection of 
tax.

(1) Administration and collection of the various
taxes imposed by this chapter shall be the respon-
sibility of the Cathlamet town clerk-treasurer,
under the supervision of the mayor and the town
council. Remittance of the amount due shall be
accompanied by a completed return form pre-
scribed and provided by the town. The taxpayer
shall be required to swear, affirm and certify under
penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of
Washington that the information given in the return
is true, accurate and complete. The town clerk-trea-
surer is authorized, but not required, to mail to tax-
payers the necessary return forms. Failure of the
taxpayer to receive such a form shall not excuse a
taxpayer from making the return and timely paying
all taxes due. The town clerk-treasurer shall make
forms available to the public in reasonable num-
bers at City Hall during regular business hours.

(2) In addition to the return form, a copy of the
taxpayer’s quarterly report to the Washington State
Gambling Commission required by Chapter 230-
08 WAC for the period in which tax accrued shall
accompany remittance of the tax amount due. (Ord.
341 § 6, 1990)

5.15.060 Method of payment.
Taxes payable under this chapter shall be remit-

ted to the town of Cathlamet on or before the time
required. by bank draft, certified check, cashier’s
check, personal check, money order or in cash. If
payment is made by draft or check, the tax shall not
be deemed paid until the draft or check is honored
in the usual course of business, nor shall the accep-
tance of any sum by the town of Cathlamet be an
acquittance or discharge of the tax unless the
amount paid is the amount due. The return and a
copy of the quarterly report to the Washington
State Gambling Commission shall be filed in the
office of the town of Cathlamet after notation by
the office upon the return of the amount actually
received from the taxpayer. (Ord. 341 § 7, 1990)

5.15.070 Failure to make timely payments of 
tax or fee.

(1) If full payment of any tax or fee due under
this chapter is not received by the town of Cath-
lamet on or before the date due, there shall be
added to the amount due a penalty fee as follows:
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(a) One to five days late, five percent of tax
due;

(b) Six to 15 days late, 10 percent of tax due;
(c) Sixteen to 20 days late, 15 percent of tax;
(d) Twenty-one to 30 days late, 20 percent of

tax due; but in no event shall the penalty amount be
less than $25.00. In addition to this penalty the
town of Cathlamet may charge the taxpayer inter-
est of one percent of all taxes and fees due for each
30-day period, or portion thereof, that such
amounts are past due.

(2) Failure to make payment in full of all tax
amounts, penalties and interest, within 30 days fol-
lowing the date the tax amount initially became
due shall be both a civil and criminal violation of
this section and grounds for the town to request or
institute proceedings to revoke any and all busi-
ness, gambling or occupancy licenses or permits of
the taxpayer. (Ord. 341 § 8, 1990)

5.15.080 Notice of intention to engage in 
activity to be filed.

In order that the town of Cathlamet may identify
those persons who are subject to taxation under this
chapter, each person, association or organization
shall file with the town of Cathlamet a sworn dec-
laration of intent to conduct an activity taxable
under this chapter upon a form to be prescribed by
the town of Cathlamet together with a copy of the
license issued therefor by the Washington State
Gambling Commission. The filing shall be made
not later than five days prior to conducting or oper-
ating the taxable activity or 20 days after the effec-
tive date of the ordinance codified in this chapter if
the activity is being conducted prior to its adoption.
No fee shall be charged for such filing, which is not
for the purpose of regulation of this activity but for
the purpose of administration of this chapter only.
Failure to timely file shall not excuse any person,
association or organization from any tax liability.
(Ord. 341 § 9, 1990)

5.15.090 Records required.
(1) Each person, association or organization

engaging in an activity under this chapter shall
maintain records respecting that activity which
truly, completely and accurately disclose all infor-
mation necessary to determine the taxpayer’s tax
liability under this chapter during each base tax
period. Such records shall be kept and maintained
for a period of not less than three years. In addition,

all information and items required by the Washing-
ton State Gambling Commission under Chapter
230-08 WAC, and the United States Internal Rev-
enue Service respecting taxation, shall be kept and
maintained for the periods required by those agen-
cies.

(2) The premises and paraphernalia, and all
books, records and other items required to be kept
and maintained under this section and under Chap-
ter 9.46 RCW and any person, association or orga-
nization receiving profits therefrom, or having any
interest therein, shall be subject to and immediately
made available for inspection and audit at any rea-
sonable time, with or without notice, upon demand
by the town of Cathlamet or its designee for the
purpose of determining compliance or noncompli-
ance with this chapter.

(3) A reasonable time for the purposes of this
section shall be:

(a) If the items or records to be inspected or
audited are located anywhere upon a premises any
portion of which is regularly open to the public or
member and guests, then at any time when the pre-
mises are so open, or at which they are usually
open; or

(b) If the items or records to be inspected or
audited are not located upon a premises set out in
subsection (3)(a) of this section, then any time
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

(4) Where the taxpayer does not keep all of the
books, records or items required to be kept or
maintained under this section in the jurisdiction,
the taxpayer shall either:

(a) Produce all of the required books, records
or items within the town of Cathlamet for such
inspection within five days following a request of
the town of Cathlamet to do so; or

(b) Bear the actual cost of the inspection by
the town of Cathlamet or its designee, at the loca-
tion at which such books, records or items are
located; provided, that a taxpayer choosing to bear
these costs shall pay in advance to the town of
Cathlamet the estimated costs thereof, including
but not limited to, round trip fare by the most rapid
means, lodging, meals and incidental expenses
shall be determined following such examination of
the books, records or items required to be kept or
maintained under this section.



Cathlamet Municipal Code 5.15.150

5-8

(5) A taxpayer who fails, neglects or refuses to
produce such books, records and other items, either
within or without this jurisdiction, in addition to
being subject to other civil and criminal penalties
provided by this chapter or otherwise, shall be sub-
ject to a jeopardy tax assessment by the town clerk-
treasurer.

(6) Such jeopardy tax assessment shall be
deemed prima facie correct and shall be the amount
of fee or tax owing to the town of Cathlamet by the
taxpayer unless the taxpayer can prove otherwise
by competent evidence. The taxpayer shall be noti-
fied by mail by the town of Cathlamet of the
amount of tax so determined by the jeopardy tax
assessment, together with any penalty and/or inter-
est, and the total of such amounts shall thereupon
become immediately due and payable. (Ord. 341
§ 10, 1990)

5.15.100 Overpayment or underpayment of 
tax.

If, upon application by a taxpayer for a refund or
an audit of his records, or upon any examination of
the returns or records by the town of Cathlamet, it
is determined that within five years immediately
preceding receipt of the application from the tax-
payer for a refund, or an audit, or in the absence of
such application, within five years immediately
preceding the commencement by the town clerk-
treasurer of such examination:

(1) A tax or other fee has been paid in excess of
that properly due, the total excess paid over all
amounts due to the town within such period of five
years shall be credited to the taxpayer at the tax-
payer’s option. No refund or credit shall be allowed
with respect to any excess amounts paid more that
five years before the date of such application or
examination.

(2) A tax or other fee has been paid which is
less than that properly due, or no tax or other fee
has been paid, the town clerk-treasurer shall mail a
statement to the taxpayer showing the balance due,
including the tax amount or penalty assessment and
fees, and it shall be a separate, additional violation
of the provisions of this treasurer, both civil and
criminal, if the taxpayer fails to make payment in
full within 10 calendar days of such mailing. (Ord.
341 § 11, 1990)

5.15.110 Failure to make return.
If any taxpayer fails, neglects or refuses to make

and file his return as and when required under this
treasurer, the town clerk-treasurer is authorized to
determine the amount of tax payable, together with
any penalty and/or interest assessed under the pro-
visions of this chapter, and shall notify the taxpayer
by mail of the amount so determined, which
amount shall thereupon become immediately due
and payable. (Ord. 341 § 12, 1990)

5.15.120 Tax additional to others.
The tax levied by this chapter shall be in addi-

tion to any license fee or tax imposed or levied
under any law or any other ordinance of the town
of Cathlamet, except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided in this chapter. (Ord. 341 § 13, 1990)

5.15.130 Taxes, penalties and fees constitute 
debt to municipality.

Any tax due and unpaid under this chapter and
all penalties or interest shall constitute a debt to the
town of Cathlamet, a municipal corporation, and
may be collected by court proceedings the same as
any other debt in like amount, but shall be in addi-
tion to all other existing remedies. (Ord. 341 § 14,
1990)

5.15.140 Limitations on right of recovery.
The right of recovery by the town from the tax-

payer for any tax provided under this chapter shall
be outlawed after the expiration of five calendar
years from the date such tax became due. The right
of recovery against the town because of overpay-
ment of tax by any taxpayer shall be outlawed after
the expiration of five calendar years from the date
such payment was made. (Ord. 341 § 15, 1990)

5.15.150 Violation – Penalty.
(1) Except as otherwise provided within this

chapter, any person, association or organization
violating or failing to comply with any of the pro-
visions of this chapter, upon conviction thereof, is
guilty of a misdemeanor, and any person, associa-
tion or organization so convicted shall be punished
by a fine not to exceed $500.00, or by imprison-
ment in the county jail not to exceed 90 days, or
both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Any taxpayer who engages in, or carries on,
any gambling activity subject to tax under this
chapter, without having complied with the provi-
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sions of this chapter or in violation of any of the
provisions of this chapter, shall be guilty of a vio-
lation of this chapter for each day or portion of such
day during which the gambling activity is carried
on. (Ord. 341 § 16, 1990)

5.15.160 Revenue.
Any revenue collected from the taxes imposed

under this chapter shall be used primarily by the
town of Cathlamet for the purpose of enforcement
of the provisions of Chapter 9.46 RCW, the rules
and regulations of the Washington State Gambling
Commission and this chapter. (Ord. 341 § 17,
1990)

Chapter 5.20

CABLE TELEVISION RATE 
REGULATIONS

Sections:
5.20.010 Compliance with FCC regulations.
5.20.020 Consideration of views of interested 

parties.
5.20.030 Regulation of rates and charges – 

Certification forms.

5.20.010 Compliance with FCC regulations.
The town will follow the FCC rate regulations in

its regulation of the basic service rates and charges
of the company and any other cable television sys-
tem operating in the town, notwithstanding any dif-
ferent or inconsistent provisions in any franchise
agreement. (Ord. 354 § 1, 1993)

5.20.020 Consideration of views of interested 
parties.

In connection with such regulation, the town
will ensure a reasonable opportunity for consider-
ation of the views of interested parties. (Ord. 354
§ 2, 1993)

5.20.030 Regulation of rates and charges – 
Certification forms.

The mayor of the town is authorized to execute
on behalf of the town and file with the FCC such
certification forms or other instruments as are now
or may hereafter be required by the FCC rate regu-
lations in order to enable the town to regulate basic
service rates and charges. (Ord. 354 § 3, 1993)
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Title 6

ANIMALS

Chapters:
6.05 Dogs
6.10 Pit Bull Dogs
6.15 Dangerous Dogs
6.20 Snakes and Arachnids
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Chapter 6.05

DOGS

Sections:
6.05.010 License required.
6.05.020 Fee.
6.05.030 Application.
6.05.040 Tag.
6.05.050 Tag nontransferable.
6.05.060 Leash required.
6.05.070 Nuisance.
6.05.080 Keeping dog – When unlawful.
6.05.090 Poundmaster.
6.05.100 Impounding dogs – When.
6.05.110 Redemption of impounded dog.
6.05.120 Quarantine.
6.05.130 Cruel treatment.
6.05.140 Interference.
6.05.150 Inapplicability.
6.05.160 Disposition of fees.
6.05.170 Poundmaster defined.
6.05.180 Violation – Penalty.

6.05.010 License required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to own or

keep a dog within the corporate limits of the town
of Cathlamet without procuring a current license
therefor as provided in this chapter. (Ord. 261 § 1,
1972)

6.05.020 Fee.
Annual license fee, issued on a calendar year

basis, shall be $3.00 for each dog for each year;
provided, that for dogs newly licensed after July lst
of any year the fee shall be $1.50. All licenses shall
expire on the thirty-first day of December of the
year of issuance. (Ord. 261 § 2, 1972)

6.05.030 Application.
Application for dog license shall be made on

forms provided for such purpose, and shall contain
the name and address of the owner, the name,
breed, color and sex of each dog owned or kept by
him. (Ord. 261 § 3, 1972)

6.05.040 Tag.
Upon payment of the license fee, the clerk shall

issue a receipt and a metallic tag for each dog
licensed. The tag shall have stamped on it the year
for which issued and a number corresponding to
the number shown on the receipt. Each owner will

be required to provide each dog with a collar to
which the license tag must be affixed, and shall be
responsible for seeing that the collar and tag are
constantly worn. In case of loss, a duplicate tag will
be issued upon payment of a $0.50 fee for such
duplicate. (Ord. 261 § 4, 1972)

6.05.050 Tag nontransferable.
It shall be unlawful for any person to use any

license tag for any dog other than the one for which
it was issued. Such tags shall not be transferable
and if there is a change in the ownership of a
licensed dog, the new owner shall promptly notify
the clerk thereof, and proper notation of such
change in ownership shall be made on the applica-
tion for which the current tag was issued. (Ord. 261
§ 5, 1972)

6.05.060 Leash required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, per-

mit, or allow any dog owned, controlled or kept by
him in the town of Cathlamet, to roam, run or stray
away from the premises of the owner or licensee of
such dog except when such dog is under restraint
by means of a leash or is otherwise in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the owner or some other person 18
years of age or older, who is responsible for such
dog and only when such dog responds promptly at
all times to the commands of the owner or such
other person when such dog is not under leash
restraint. (Ord. 261 § 6, 1972)

6.05.070 Nuisance.
The following dogs shall be and are hereby

declared to be a nuisance:
(1) Any dog which habitually runs after or

barks at persons travelling the streets or other pub-
lic thoroughfares or which runs after or chases
fowls;

(2) Any dog which by frequent or habitual
howling, yelping or barking shall annoy or disturb
a neighborhood or the quiet and repose of several
persons;

(3) Any dog at large, when not under leash
restraint or command as provided in CMC
6.05.060;

(4) Any vicious dog, a “vicious” dog being
defined in this chapter as one which habitually
attacks or kills other dogs, cats, or domestic ani-
mals, or which has bitten or scratched any person
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in such a manner as to break the skin of such person
and leave a visible mark or marks of such injury.
(Ord. 261 § 7, 1972)

6.05.080 Keeping dog – When unlawful.
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or

harbor a dog found to be a nuisance whether such
dog is licensed or not. (Ord. 261 § 8, 1972)

6.05.090 Poundmaster.
(1) When authorized by the town council the

mayor shall appoint a poundmaster, whose duty it
shall be to make diligent inquiry from house to
house within the corporate limits and in any other
lawful manner, as to the number of dogs owned
and whether such dogs are licensed.

(2) Upon finding any dogs unlicensed, after the
first day of March of any year, the poundmaster
shall forthwith give notice in writing to the owner
or keeper of such unlicensed dog or dogs that a
license must be secured immediately at the regular
license fee, plus $3.00 for each such unlicensed
dog as a penalty for the owner’s or keeper’s neglect
in failing to secure said license, or that said dog or
dogs must be disposed of by the owner or keeper
thereof in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions of said notice.

(3) Upon the failure of the owner or keeper of
said dog or dogs to comply with the terms of said
notice, the poundmaster shall forthwith file com-
plaint in the municipal court against the owner or
keeper of said unlicensed dog or dogs for violation
of the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 261 § 9,
1972)

6.05.100 Impounding dogs – When.
(1) Any unlicensed dog, and any dog declared

to be a nuisance shall be seized and impounded by
the poundmaster or some other person or agency
duly authorized by the mayor and council.

(2) If the name of the owner of the impounded
dog can be ascertained through the license tag, if
any, or otherwise, the poundmaster shall notify the
owner by certified mail, return receipt requested,
that such dog will be offered for sale at the end of
72 hours from the time such dog was impounded
unless the dog is redeemed prior to such time in the
manner herein provided. No such notice shall be
required if the dog has no license tag.

(3) Any impounded dog shall be kept in cus-
tody not less than 72 hours, and if the owner of any
dog so impounded shall not redeem such dog by
paying the charges as herein provided, then it shall
be the duty of the poundmaster, or other authorized
person or agency, to offer such dog for sale in con-
sideration of the payment for such redemption
charges.

(4) If any dog so sold is not to be kept within the
corporate limits of the town of Cathlamet, the pur-
chaser of such dog shall not be required to pay the
license fee therefor as herein required.

(5) In case of failure to obtain a purchaser, it
shall be the duty of the poundmaster to immedi-
ately destroy or otherwise dispose of the dog by
humane methods. (Ord. 261 § 10, 1972)

6.05.110 Redemption of impounded dog.
(1) The owner of any dog impounded may

redeem the same within 72 hours by paying the
poundmaster, or the clerk, the following redemp-
tion charges:

(a) The license fee herein provided, unless
such dog then has a valid license issued by the
town; and

(b) An impounding fee of $2.00 per dog shall
be charged for each day of impoundment; and

(c) A service charge of $10.00.
(2) The owner or purchaser of any vicious dog,

as herein defined, shall not be permitted to keep
such dog within the corporate limits. If any such
vicious dog is again impounded the poundmaster
shall forthwith destroy such dog by humane
method. (Ord. 261 § 11, 1972)

6.05.120 Quarantine.
Any dog which bites a person shall be quaran-

tined for 10 days if ordered by the director of the
Cowlitz – Wahkiakum Health Department. During
quarantine the dog shall be securely confined and
kept from contact with any other animal. At the
discretion of the director, the quarantine may be on
the premises of the owner. If the director requires
other confinement, such as an animal shelter or vet-
erinary hospital, it shall be at the expense of the
owner. Upon diagnosis of rabies in a dog in quar-
antine, it shall be humanely killed and its head sent
to a laboratory for pathological examination and
confirmation of diagnosis. (Ord. 261 § 12, 1972)
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6.05.130 Cruel treatment.
It shall be unlawful for any person within the

town of Cathlamet to keep, treat, or maintain any
dog in a cruel, inhumane or unsanitary manner.
(Ord. 261 § 13, 1972)

6.05.140 Interference.
It shall be unlawful for any person to attempt to

prevent or hinder the poundmaster or any other
officer from carrying out the provisions of this
chapter. (Ord. 261 § 14, 1972)

6.05.150 Inapplicability.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to

nonresidents not keeping their dog in town longer
than 30 days during all of which time it shall be
kept under restraint; to “seeing-eye” dogs properly
trained to assist blind persons when such dogs are
actually used by such blind persons for the purpose
of going from place to place; nor to dogs kept in
commercial kennels and not permitted to run at
large; nor to dogs brought into the town for the pur-
pose of participating in dog shows and not permit-
ted to run at large. (Ord. 261 § 15, 1972)

6.05.160 Disposition of fees.
All license fees, impounding fees, and any other

monies collected under this chapter by any person
authorized to do so shall be turned over to the town
treasurer. (Ord. 261 § 16, 1972)

6.05.170 Poundmaster defined.
As used in this chapter the term “poundmaster”

shall be deemed to mean and include any person or
agency employed by the town for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this chapter. (Ord.
261 § 17, 1972)

6.05.180 Violation – Penalty.
Any owner or keeper of any dog violating any of

the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not to exceed $100.00, or by
imprisonment for not exceeding 10 days, or by
both such fine and imprisonment. Such punish-
ment may be in addition to any charges or fees oth-
erwise provided in this chapter. (Ord. 261 § 18,
1972)

Chapter 6.10

PIT BULL DOGS

Sections:
6.10.010 Definitions.
6.10.020 Keeping of pit bull dogs prohibited.
6.10.030 Keeping of licensed pit bull dogs.

6.10.010 Definitions.
(1) “Pit bull dog” shall mean any dog over the

age of six months known by the owner to be a pit
bull terrier.

(2) “Pit bull terrier” shall mean any bull terrier,
American pit bull terrier, or Staffordshire bull ter-
rier or American Staffordshire terrier breed of dog
or any mixed breed of dog which contains as an
element of its breeding the breed of bull terrier,
American pit bull terrier, Staffordshire bull terrier,
or American Staffordshire terrier so as to be iden-
tifiable as partially of the breed bull terrier, Amer-
ican pit bull terrier, Staffordshire bull terrier, or
American Staffordshire terrier. (Ord. 345 § 1,
1991)

6.10.020 Keeping of pit bull dogs prohibited.
It is unlawful to keep, or harbor, own or in any

way possess a pit bull dog within the town of Cath-
lamet. (Ord. 345 § 2, 1991)

6.10.030 Keeping of licensed pit bull dogs.
(1) The provisions of CMC 6.10.020 shall not

be applicable to any owners, keepers, or harborers,
of pit bull dogs licensed by the town of Cathlamet
before the effective date of this chapter. The phrase
“licensed within the town of Cathlamet” and
“licensed” when used in this chapter shall mean
licensed pursuant to the terms of Chapter 6.05
CMC of the town of Cathlamet. The keeping of
such licensed dogs shall be subject to the following
standards:

(a) Sale or Transfer of Ownership Prohib-
ited. No person shall sell, barter, or in any other
way dispose of a pit bull dog licensed within the
town to any person within the town unless the
recipient person resides permanently in the same
household and on the same premises as the
licensed owner of such dog; provided, that the
owner of a licensed pit bull dog may sell or other-
wise dispose of a licensed dog or the offspring of
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such dog to persons who do not reside within the
town.

(b) Animals Born to Licensed Dogs. All off-
spring born to pit bull dogs licensed with the town
shall be removed from the town within six weeks
of the birth of such animal.

(c) Reporting Requirements. All owners,
keepers, or harborers of licensed pit bull dogs shall
within 10 days of the following occurrence, report
the following information in writing to the town
clerk or town marshal as required hereinafter:

(i) The removal from the town or death
of a licensed pit bull dog;

(ii) The birth of offspring of a licensed
pit bull dog;

(iii) The new address of the owner of a
licensed pit bull dog should the owner move within
the town limits.

(d) Leash and Muzzle. No person shall per-
mit a licensed pit bull dog to go outside its kennel
or pen unless such dog is securely leashed with a
leash no longer than four feet in length. No person
shall permit a licensed pit bull dog to be kept on a
chain, rope, or other type of leash outside its kennel
or pen unless a person is in physical control of the
leash. Such dogs shall not be leashed to inanimate
objects such as trees, posts, or buildings. In addi-
tion, all licensed pit bull dogs on a leash outside the
animal’s kennel shall be muzzled by a muzzling
device sufficient to prevent such dog from biting
persons or other animals.

(e) Confinement. All licensed pit bull dogs
shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely
enclosed and locked pen, kennel or structure,
except when leashed and muzzled as above pro-
vided. Such pen, kennel or structure shall have
secure sides and a secure top attached to the sides
as to prevent such animals from escaping. Any pen,
kennel or structure used to confine licensed pit bull
dogs shall be locked with a key or combination
lock when occupied by such animals. Such pen,
kennel or structure shall have a secure bottom or
floor attached to the sides of the pen or the sides of
the pen must be embedded in the ground no less
than two feet. Any pen, kennel or structure erected
to house pit bull dogs shall comply with all zoning
and building regulations of the town. Any pen,
kennel or structure shall be adequately lighted and
ventilated and kept in a clean and sanitary condi-
tion.

(f) Confinement Indoors. No licensed pit
bull dog shall be kept on a porch, patio, or in any
part of a house or structure which would allow such
dog to exit such building on its own volition. In
addition, no such animal shall be kept in a house or
structure when the windows are open or when
screen windows or screen doors are the only obsta-
cle preventing the dog from exiting the structure.

(g) Signs and Special Collars. All owners,
keepers, or harborers, of licensed pit bull dogs shall
within 10 days of the effective date of this chapter
display in a prominent place on their premises a
sign easily readable by the public using the words
“Beware of Dog.” In addition, a similar sign shall
be posted on the kennel or pen of such animal. All
licensed pit bull dogs shall be identified by means
of a blaze orange collar at least two inches wide.

(h) Identification Photographs and Tattoos.
All owners, keepers, or harborers of licensed pit
bull dogs shall provide within 10 days of the effec-
tive date of this chapter to the town clerk or town
marshal two three inch by five inch color photo-
graphs of the licensed animal clearly showing the
color and approximate size of the animal. The
owner or keeper shall within the aforementioned
10-day period at his own expense have the license
number assigned pursuant to ordinance of the town
of Cathlamet tattooed upon such a pit bull dog by a
licensed veterinarian. The tattoo shall be placed
either on the upper inner lip or inside the upper left
rear thigh of the dog.

(i) Insurance. All owners, keepers, or harbor-
ers of licensed pit bull dogs shall within 10 days of
the effective date of this chapter present to the town
clerk proof that the owner or keeper has procured
liability insurance in the amount of at least
$100,000, covering any damage or injury which
may be caused by such pit bull dog during the fol-
lowing 12-month period. Such policy shall contain
a provision naming the town of Cathlamet as addi-
tional insured and an additional provision requiring
the insurance carrier to notify the town 30 days in
advance of any cancellation, termination, or expi-
ration of such liability insurance. Such insurance
shall be renewed annually so as to provide contin-
uous coverage and shall be subject to approval by
the town attorney as to form.

(j) Vaccination (Immunization) Against
Rabies. All owners, keepers, or harborers of
licensed pit bull dogs shall within 10 days of the
effective date of this chapter show proof to the
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town clerk and the town marshal that a licensed pit
bull dog has been vaccinated against rabies within
the last three years. Failure of any pit bull dog at
any time to wear an up-to-date rabies vaccination
tag issued by a licensed veterinarian who adminis-
tered the vaccine shall be prima-facie evidence of
the dog’s lack of vaccination against rabies and
subjects such dog to immediate confiscation by the
town marshal. All pit bull dogs shall be vaccinated
against rabies every three years.

(2) Failure to Comply. It shall be unlawful for
the owner, keeper, or harborer of a pit bull dog
licensed with the town of Cathlamet to fail to com-
ply with the requirements and conditions set forth
in this chapter. Each day of violation shall be a sep-
arate offense punishable by not more than 30 days
in jail and/or a $250.00 fine. Any pit bull dog found
to be the subject of a violation of this chapter shall
be subject to immediate confiscation by the town
marshal. Such animal shall be humanely destroyed
pursuant to chapter of the town of Cathlamet unless
a judge of a court of competent jurisdiction orders
its release or the owner provides adequate proof to
the town marshal that such licensed dog shall no
longer reside in the town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 345
§ 3, 1991)

Chapter 6.15

DANGEROUS DOGS

Sections:

Article I. Certificate of Registration 
for Dangerous Dogs

6.15.010 Definitions.
6.15.020 Certificate of registration.
6.15.030 Confiscation of dangerous dogs.

Article II. Redemption of Dogs 
and Other Animals

6.15.040 Redemption of dangerous dogs and pit 
bull dogs.

Article III. Notice of Impoundment or 
Confiscation

6.15.050 Notice of impoundment or 
confiscation.

Article IV. Declaration of Dangerous
or Potentially Dangerous Dog

6.15.060 Declaration of dangerous or potentially 
dangerous.

6.15.070 Appeal of declaration of 
dangerousness or potential 
dangerousness.

Article I. Certificate of Registration for 
Dangerous Dogs

6.15.010 Definitions.
“Dangerous dog” means any dog that according

to the records of the town has inflicted severe
injury on a human being without provocation on
public or private property, or has killed a domestic
animal without provocation while off the owner’s
property, or has been previously found to be poten-
tially dangerous by the town marshal, the owner
having received written notice of such and the dog
again aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the
safety of humans or domestic animals.

“Potentially dangerous dog” means any dog that
when unprovoked, inflicts bites on a human or a
domestic animal either on public or private prop-
erty, or chases or approaches a person upon the
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streets, sidewalks, or any public grounds in a men-
acing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, or any
dog with a known propensity, tendency, or disposi-
tion to attack unprovoked, to cause injury, or oth-
erwise to threaten the safety of humans or domestic
animals.

“Proper enclosure of a dangerous dog” means,
while on the owner’s property a dangerous dog
shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely
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enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to
prevent the entry of young children and designed to
prevent the animal from escaping. Such pen or
structure shall have secure sides and a secure top,
and shall also provide protection from the elements
for the dog.

“Severe injury” means any physical injury that
results in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations
requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery.
(Ord. 346 § 1(A), 1991)

6.15.020 Certificate of registration.
(1) The town clerk or designee shall issue a cer-

tificate of registration to the owner of a dangerous
dog if the owner presents to the town marshal suf-
ficient evidence of:

(a) A proper enclosure to confine a danger-
ous dog and the posting of the premises with a
clearly visible sign warning that there is a danger-
ous dog on the property. In addition, the owner
shall conspicuously display a sign with a warning
symbol that informs children of the presence of a
dangerous dog;

(b) A surety bond issued by a surety insurer
qualified under Chapter 48.28 RCW in a form
acceptable to the town attorney, in the sum of at
least $50,000, payable to any person injured by the
dangerous dog; or

(c) A policy of liability insurance, such as
homeowner’s insurance, issued by an insurer qual-
ified under RCW Title 48 in the amount of at least
$50,000 in a form acceptable to the town attorney,
insuring the owner for any personal injuries
inflicted by the dangerous dog.

(2) Prior to the issuance of any certificate of
registration the town clerk or designee shall collect
from the owner of any dangerous dog a registration
fee of $100.00.

(3) The certificate of registration shall expire
one year after its issuance and it shall be renewable
under the same terms and conditions as governed
by its previous issuance. (Ord. 346 § 1(B), 1991)

6.15.030 Confiscation of dangerous dogs.
Any dangerous dog shall be immediately confis-

cated by the town marshal or any other law
enforcement officer:

(1) If the dog is not validly registered under
CMC 6.15.020;

(2) If the owner does not secure and maintain
the liability insurance coverage or bond required
under CMC 6.15.020;

(3) The dog is not maintained in the proper
enclosure; or

(4) The dog is outside of the dwelling of the
owner, or outside of the proper enclosure and not
under physical restraint of the responsible person.
(Ord. 346 § 1(C), 1991)

Article II. Redemption of Dogs
and Other Animals

6.15.040 Redemption of dangerous dogs and 
pit bull dogs.

(1) Any dangerous dog which is confiscated
pursuant to this chapter or any pit bull dog confis-
cated pursuant to ordinance of the town of Cath-
lamet, shall be humanely destroyed within 48
hours after its notice of confiscation is served or
posted pursuant to CMC 6.15.050 unless its owner
or his agent requests a hearing as provided in this
section and the dog is ordered released by the
court. Dogs subject to quarantine shall not be
destroyed until the period of quarantine has run. In
the event of a hearing at which the town prevails,
the dog shall be humanely destroyed. The person
requesting the hearing shall be liable to the town
for a $35.00 confiscation fee and $5.00 for each
day such dog is confined by the town.

(2) Requests for such hearing shall be filed with
the Wahkiakum County District Court by the dog
owner or his agent with a copy served upon the
town clerk or designee and shall be made on a form
which shall read substantially as follows:

IN THE DISTRICT COURT FOR
WAHKIAKUM COUNTY

In Re the Confiscation of a ) No._____________
Dog Named: )
________________ dog’s ) REQUEST FOR 
name and description )    DANGEROUS DOG
________________ owner’s ) CONFISCATION
name ) HEARING 

I ___________________ (full name), as owner or the
owner’s agent of a ____________, (dog’s name and
description) request a hearing to contest it’s confisca-
tion. The dog is currently being held by the Town of
Cathlamet. I understand that if I fail to appear at the
time set by the Court for hearing, the dog shall be hu-
manely destroyed by the Town.
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_____________________
Signature of owner or agent

_____________________
Address

_____________________
Telephone number

(Ord. 346 § 2(A), 1991)

Article III. Notice of Impoundment or 
Confiscation

6.15.050 Notice of impoundment or 
confiscation.

Upon impoundment of any dog or other animal
or the confiscation of a dangerous dog or a pit bull
dog, the impounding authority shall immediately
notify the owner in writing. Such written notice
shall be served upon the owner or, if the owner is
not present, then upon any person of suitable age
and discretion residing at the owner’s residence.
Contained within such written notice shall be a
description of the dog or other animal, any license
number, the reason for impoundment or confisca-
tion, and the terms upon which such dog or other
animal may be redeemed. If the owner of such dog
or other animal is unknown, then such written
notice shall be posted as soon as possible after con-
fiscation or impoundment in a conspicuous place at
the Town Hall and at two other public places in the
town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 346 § 3, 1991)

Article IV. Declaration of Dangerous or 
Potentially Dangerous Dog

6.15.060 Declaration of dangerous or 
potentially dangerous.

(1) The police department or the town attorney
may classify potentially dangerous and dangerous
dogs. They may find and declare an animal partic-
ularly dangerous or potentially dangerous if there
is cause to believe the animal falls within the defi-
nitions set forth in CMC 6.15.010. The finding
must be based upon substantial evidence. Substan-
tial evidence includes, without limitation:

(a) The written complaint of a citizen who is
willing to testify that the animal has acted in a man-
ner which causes it to fall within the definitions set
forth in CMC 6.15.010; or

(b) Dog bite reports filed with the police
department; or

(c) Actions of the dog witnessed by any
police officer or town employee.

(2) A declaration of potentially dangerous or
dangerous dog shall be in writing and shall be
served on the owner in one of the following meth-
ods:

(a) Certified mail to the owner’s last known
address; or

(b) Personally; or
(c) If the owner can be located by neither of

the above methods, by publication in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county.

(3) The declaration shall state, at least: 
(a) The description of the animal;
(b) The name and address of the owner, if

known;
(c) The location of the animal if not in the

custody of its owner;
(d) The facts upon which the declaration of

dangerous or potentially dangerous dog is based;
(e) The restrictions placed upon the animal;

and
(f) Notification of the right to appeal the dec-

laration pursuant to this chapter. (Ord. 431 § A,
2002)

6.15.070 Appeal of declaration of 
dangerousness or potential 
dangerousness.

(1) Following service of a declaration of dan-
gerous or potentially dangerous dog, the owner or
keeper of such dog may, within seven days of the
date the declaration is sent or served, or within
seven days of the date of publication of the decla-
ration, petition a hearing appealing the determina-
tion. Such a petition shall be addressed to the town
hall and shall contain:

(a) A brief statement that protests the action
and stating reasons it should be reversed or modi-
fied;

(b) The names, phone numbers, and
addresses of any witnesses who will appear at the
hearing on the petitioner’s behalf; and

(c) The current day phone number at which
the petitioner or his or her representative can be
contacted.

(2) The town clerk shall set a time and place for
the hearing within seven days of the receipt of the
petition, with effort to reasonably accommodate all
parties involved. All witnesses shall be notified of



Cathlamet Municipal Code 6.20.030

6-9 (Revised 3/03)

the hearing date by phone or post. The hearing
shall be set within 30 days of receipt of the petition
unless all parties agree to a later setting.

(3) If petitioner or petitioner’s representative
fail to appear for the hearing except for good cause,
the original determination shall stand.

(4) At the hearing, the town attorney will give a
full report of the actions and reasons leading to the
declaration, calling what witnesses will be helpful
in deciding the petition. The burden shall be upon
the town attorney to prove by a preponderance of
the evidence that the dog is dangerous or poten-
tially dangerous as defined in CMC 6.15.010. The
petitioner or his or her representative shall be per-
mitted an opportunity to present pertinent evidence
upon the conclusion of the town attorney’s evi-
dence, and in the discretion of the hearing officer,
either party may be given additional opportunity to
rebut the other.

(5) The hearing officer shall be the town munic-
ipal judge.

(6) The hearing officer, having heard from both
sides, will render a decision within 48 hours. The
decision may either reverse or uphold the original
decision, or uphold the original declaration but
modify terms and restrictions, or downgrade a dec-
laration of dangerous to potentially dangerous.
Within seven days of the hearing, the hearing
officer shall prepare a final written decision includ-
ing his or her findings and conclusions. A copy
shall be sent to all parties. The owner may appeal
to the superior court by filing written notice within
thirty days of receipt of said written decision. Such
an appeal shall be governed by the provisions of
the Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 34.04
RCW. (Ord. 431 § B, 2002)

Chapter 6.20

SNAKES AND ARACHNIDS

Sections:
6.20.010 Carrying live snakes or arachnids on 

one’s person prohibited – Exceptions.
6.20.020 Live snakes or arachnids left in 

vehicles to be locked up and concealed.
6.20.030 Carrying live pet snakes or arachnids – 

Regulations.
6.20.040 Compliance with state and federal law 

required.
6.20.050 Violation – Penalty.

6.20.010 Carrying live snakes or arachnids 
on one’s person prohibited – 
Exceptions.

A person shall not carry a live pet snake or
arachnid on his or her person except in the person’s
place of abode or fixed place of business. (Ord. 365
§ 1, 1994)

6.20.020 Live snakes or arachnids left in 
vehicles to be locked up and 
concealed.

(1) A person who is in possession of a live pet
snake or arachnid shall not leave it in a vehicle
unless it is locked within the vehicle and concealed
from view from outside the vehicle.

(2) A person shall not carry or place a live pet
snake or arachnid in any vehicle unless the person
is away from the vehicle and the live pet snake or
arachnid is locked within the vehicle and concealed
from view from outside the vehicle. (Ord. 365
§§ 2, 3, 1994)

6.20.030 Carrying live pet snakes or 
arachnids – Regulations.

Except as otherwise provided below, no person
may carry a live pet snake or arachnid unless it is
enclosed in an opaque case or secure wrapper or
the person is:

(1) Engaging in practice in the use of a live pet
snake or arachnid for exhibition in an organized
event, show, sale, performance, or competition
authorized by the town or in any other area where
the live pet snake or arachnid is not prohibited;

(2) Hunting or trapping under a valid license
issued to the person under RCW Title 77;

(3) In an area where the live pet snake or arach-
nid is permitted, and is not trespassing;
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(4) Traveling with any live pet snake or arach-
nid in the person’s possession to or from any activ-
ity described in (1), (2) or (3) of this section, except
as provided in subsection (8) of this section;

(5) Traveling in a motor vehicle with a live pet
snake or arachnid that is locked in the trunk or
other compartment of the vehicle, secured in a
cage, or otherwise secured in place in a vehicle;

(6) On real property under the control of the
person or a relative of the person;

(7) At his or her residence; or
(8) Carrying a live pet snake or arachnid from

or to a vehicle for the purpose of taking or remov-
ing it to or from a place of business or veterinarian.
(Ord. 365 § 4, 1994)

6.20.040 Compliance with state and federal 
law required.

Nothing in this chapter permits the possession of
live pet snakes or arachnids that are illegal to pos-
sess under state or federal law. (Ord. 365 § 5, 1994)

6.20.050 Violation – Penalty.
Violations of this chapter shall be a misde-

meanor. (Ord. 365 § 6, 1994)
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Title 7

(Reserved)
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Title 8

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Chapters:
8.05 Sound Amplification Devices
8.10 Civil Emergencies
8.15 Fire Alarms
8.20 Weeds and Vegetation
8.25 False Alarms
8.30 Outdoor Burning
8.35 Solid Waste
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Chapter 8.05

SOUND AMPLIFICATION DEVICES

Sections:

Article I. Sound Amplification 
Devices

8.05.010 Prohibited – Exceptions.
8.05.020 Permitted when – License required.
8.05.030 Commonly permitted sound 

amplification devices.
8.05.040 Violation – Penalty.

Article II. Nuisance Noises

8.05.050 Definitions.
8.05.060 Nuisance noise disturbance.
8.05.070 Exemptions.
8.05.080 Enforcement.
8.05.090 Violation – Infraction – Exceptions.
8.05.100 Notice of infraction – Determination 

final unless contested – Form.
8.05.110 Response to notice of infraction –

Contesting determination – Hearing – 
Failure to respond.

8.05.120 Hearings – Rules of procedure – 
Counsel.

8.05.130 Hearings – Contesting determination 
that infraction committed – Appeal.

8.05.140 Hearings – Explanation of mitigating 
circumstances.

8.05.150 Monetary penalties.
8.05.160 Violation – Misdemeanor.
8.05.170 Nonappearance after written promise – 

Misdemeanor.
8.05.180 Misdemeanor – Penalty.

Article I. Sound Amplification Devices

8.05.010 Prohibited – Exceptions.
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or cor-

poration to use, operate, or cause to be used or
operated, any sound truck, loudspeaker or any
other device for the purpose of amplifying or
broadcasting sound into any public place outside of
any building or from any building, vehicle or struc-
ture from which sound is amplified, broadcasted or
otherwise disseminated into any public place out-
side of any building except as in this chapter pro-
vided. (Ord. 195 § 1, 1941)

8.05.020 Permitted when – License required.
No person or persons, nor any firm or corpora-

tion shall broadcast or amplify sound into any pub-
lic place by means of any loudspeaker, sound truck
or any other device, without first having obtained a
license so to do. All such licenses shall be for a par-
ticular occasion only, and shall be issued by the
mayor for the particular day of such occasion and
upon the payment of a fee of $0.50 therefor; pro-
vided, however, that the mayor, in granting such
license, or the council, at any time, shall have the
power and authority to restrict the hours for such
use to such reasonable periods as may be deter-
mined and to limit such use to lawful purposes
daily, which use and hours shall be set out in said
license so issued. (Ord. 195 § 2, 1941)

8.05.030 Commonly permitted sound 
amplification devices.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be con-
strued to prohibit the blowing of whistles, the ring-
ing of bells, the sounding of chimes, or such other
similar means as are customarily employed by edu-
cational, religious or industrial organizations in
announcing or indicating the commencement of
school, church or employment. (Ord. 195 § 3,
1941)

8.05.040 Violation – Penalty.
Any person, firm or corporation violating this

chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of
not to exceed $100.00, or by imprisonment for not
to exceed 30 days, or by both such fine and impris-
onment, for each violation of this article. (Ord. 195
§ 4, 1941)

Article II. Nuisance Noises

8.05.050 Definitions.
For the purposes of this article the following

words and phrases shall be defined as follows:
(1) “Construction” means any activity neces-

sary or incidental to the erection, demolition,
assembling, altering, installing, repairing or equip-
ping of buildings, roadways or utilities, including
land clearing, grading, excavating and filling.

(2) “Dwelling unit” means a building or portion
thereof regularly used for residential occupancy
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(3) “Dynamic braking device” means a device,
commonly called “jake brakes,” used primarily on
trucks and buses to convert the motor from an
internal combustion engine to an air compressor
for the purpose of vehicle braking without the use
of wheel brakes.

(4) “Motor vehicle” means any land vehicle
that is or is designed to be self-propelled and/or
that is designed or used for transporting persons or
property.

(5) “Noise disturbance” means any sound that
is plainly audible within any dwelling unit or sleep-
ing unit not the source of the sound, and that:

(a) Injures or endangers the safety and health
of humans; or

(b) Unreasonably tends to annoy or disturb
one or more persons; or

(c) Endangers or injures personal or real
property. Whether any particular sound constitutes
a noise disturbance is to be determined in light of
all relevant circumstances, including but not lim-
ited to the loudness of the sound as heard outside of
the property or location where the sound origi-
nates, the time of day the sound is heard, and the
duration of the sound.

(6) “Off-road vehicle” means any vehicle,
including motor vehicles, used off public rights-of-
way for recreation purposes, including racing vehi-
cles.

(7) “Person” means an individual, corporation,
partnership, association, governmental body, state
or other entity whatsoever.

(8) “Property” means anything of value,
whether tangible or intangible, real or personal.

(9) “Officer” means the town marshal or his
designee or any law enforcement officer. (Ord. 340
§ 1, 1990)

8.05.060 Nuisance noise disturbance.
It is unlawful for any person to cause or any per-

son in possession of property to allow to originate
from the property any noise disturbance that:

(1) Emanates from any device or property used
for sound production or reproduction, including
but not limited to radios, televisions, musical
instruments, phonographs, loudspeakers; or

(2) Emanates from mechanized equipment such
as, but not limited to, a dynamic braking system,
motor vehicle, motorcycle, off-road vehicle, or rec-
reation vehicle, except as provided in CMC
8.05.070; or

(3) Emanates from an instrument used in pro-
pulsion of shot, shell or bullets by the action of
gunpowder exploded within it, or from fireworks,
except as provided in CMC 8.05.070; or

(4) Emanates from any person, animal or activ-
ity of any person which unreasonably either
annoys, interferes with, or endangers the comfort,
repose, or safety of a community or neighborhood,
although the extent of damage may be unequal,
during the time between evening sunset of one day
and morning daylight of the next day. (Ord. 340
§ 2, 1990)

8.05.070 Exemptions.
The following sounds are exempt from the pro-

visions of this chapter:
(1) Sounds that originate from aircraft in flight,

and sounds that originate at airports and are
directly related to flight operations; provided, that
such operations are in compliance with all applica-
ble regulations;

(2) Sounds created by fire alarms;
(3) Sounds created by emergency equipment

and emergency work necessary for law enforce-
ment or the health, safety and welfare of the com-
munity;

(4) Sounds created by the discharge of fire-
arms: (a) in the course of recreational activities
during the time of year and time of day prescribed
by state law for such activity when the time of day
shall begin one half-hour after sunrise and end one-
half hour after sunset; (b) on authorized shooting
ranges; and (c) in the course of protecting life, limb
or property. However, there shall be no exemption
for any discharge of firearms that is in violation of
any other provisions of law;

(5) Sounds originating from forest land man-
agement activities or agriculture activities;

(6) Sounds created by equipment or motor
vehicles used for road and drainage maintenance;

(7) Sounds created by off-road vehicles; pro-
vided, that all such vehicles are operated with
noise-suppression equipment. For purposes of this
section, noise-suppression equipment means
either: (a) factory equipped and installed noise-
suppression devices; or (b) the equivalent thereof.
Sounds created by individual off-road vehicles,
whether noise-suppression equipment is installed
or not, while being used at, but not in transit to or
from, officially designated off-road vehicle parks
and race tracks shall be exempt from this chapter so
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long as the off-road vehicle park or race track, as a
whole, meets the noise standards of Chapter 70.107
RCW and any regulations thereunder;

(8) Sounds created by warning devices not
operated continuously for more than 30 minutes;

(9) Sounds created by the operation of equip-
ment or facilities of surface carriers engaged in
commerce by railroad;

(10) Sounds that originate from public works
projects;

(11) Sounds created by construction, other than
public works projects, between 7:00 a.m. and
10:00 p.m.;

(12) Sounds created by refuse removal equip-
ment;

(13) Sounds originating from officially
approved parades and other public events;

(14) Sounds originating from fireworks autho-
rized pursuant to Chapter 70.77 RCW and not in
violation of any other ordinance of the town;

(15) Sounds originating from ordinary mainte-
nance of real or personal property during the day-
light hours. Such activities include, but are not
limited to, landscape maintenance, house painting,
firewood cutting, gardening;

(16) Sounds originating from normal travel on
roads. However, this exemption does not apply to
the operation of any motor vehicle in excess of
10,000 pounds gross combined weight rating
within 200 feet of any residence and with a
dynamic braking device engaged, unless such
device does not increase the sound level emitted by
the vehicle under power;

(17) Sound originating from commercial or
industrial activities, provided such activities are
conducted in conformance with Chapter 70.107
RCW and any regulations thereunder. (Ord. 340
§ 3, 1990)

8.05.080 Enforcement.
The authority and responsibility for enforcing

this chapter are vested in the town marshal and his
designees, who may take such enforcement mea-
sures as he deems appropriate. Such measures may
include, but are not limited to, the issuance of ver-
bal or written warnings, the issuances of notices of
infraction, and the citation of violations as misde-
meanors when allowed under this article. The des-
ignees may refer possible misdemeanor violations
to the prosecuting attorney of the town. (Ord. 340
§ 4, 1990)

8.05.090 Violation – Infraction – Exceptions.
Violations of this article shall be classified as

infractions, except as otherwise provided. Infrac-
tions are noncriminal offenses. (Ord. 340 § 5,
1990)

8.05.100 Notice of infraction – Determination 
final unless contested – Form.

(1) A notice of infraction represents a determi-
nation that an infraction has been committed. The
determination will be final unless contested as pro-
vided in this chapter.

(2) The form for the notice of infraction shall
include the following:

(a) A statement that the notice represents a
determination that a nuisance noise infraction has
been committed by the person named in the notice
and that the determination shall be final unless con-
tested as provided in this chapter;

(b) A statement that a nuisance noise infrac-
tion is a noncriminal offense for which imprison-
ment may not be imposed as a sanction;

(c) A statement of the specific nuisance
noise infraction for which the notice was issued;

(d) A statement of the monetary penalty
established for the particular infraction;

(e) A statement of the options provided in
this chapter for responding to the notice and the
procedures necessary to exercise these options;

(f) A statement that at any hearing to contest
the determination the town has the burden of prov-
ing, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the
infraction was committed, and that the person may
subpoena witnesses including the officer who
issued the notice of infraction;

(g) A statement that at any hearing requested
for the purpose of explaining mitigating circum-
stances surrounding the commission of the infrac-
tion, the person will be deemed to have committed
the infraction and may not subpoena witnesses;

(h) A statement that the person must respond
to the notice as provided in this chapter within 15
days;

(i) A statement, which the person shall sign,
that the person promises to respond to the notice of
infraction in one of the ways provided in this chap-
ter;

(j) A statement that failure to respond to a
notice of infraction as promised is a misdemeanor
and may be punished by a fine or imprisonment in
jail or both. (Ord. 340 § 6, 1990)
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8.05.110 Response to notice of infraction – 
Contesting determination – Hearing 
– Failure to respond.

(1) Any person who receives a notice of infrac-
tion shall respond to such notice as provided in this
section within 15 days of the date of the notice.

(2) If the person determined to have committed
the infraction does not contest the determination,
the person responds by completing the appropriate
portion of the notice of infraction and submitting it,
either by mail or in person, to the town court. A
check or money order in the amount of the penalty
prescribed for the infraction must be submitted
with the response. When a response which does not
contest the determination is received, an appropri-
ate order shall be entered in the court records.

(3) If the person determined to have committed
the infraction wishes to contest the determination,
the person shall respond by completing the portion
of the notice of infraction requesting a hearing and
submitting it, either by mail or in person, to the
town court. The town shall notify the person in
writing of the time, place, and date of the hearing,
and that date shall not be sooner than seven days
from the date of the notice, except by agreement.

(4) If the person determined to have committed
the infraction does not contest the determination
but wishes to explain mitigating circumstances sur-
rounding the infraction, the person shall respond
by completing the portion of the notice of infrac-
tion requesting a hearing for that purpose and sub-
mitting it, either by mail, or in person, to the town
court. The court shall notify the person in writing
of the time, place, and date of the hearing.

(5) If any person issued a notice of infraction:
(a) Fails to respond to the notice of infraction

within 15 days as required by this section; or
(b) Fails to appear at a hearing requested

pursuant to subsection (3) or (4) of this section, the
court shall enter an appropriate order assessing the
monetary penalty prescribed for the infraction.
(Ord. 340 § 7, 1990)

8.05.120 Hearings – Rules of procedure – 
Counsel.

(1) Infractions under this chapter shall be heard
and determined by the town court.

(2) Procedures in the town court for infractions
under this chapter shall conform generally to those
followed for traffic infractions under Chapter
46.63 RCW. The Justice Court Traffic Infraction

Rules (JTIR) shall, to the extent they are not incon-
sistent with this chapter, apply to cases under this
chapter, subject to the following: (a) all nomencla-
ture in the JTIR that refers specifically to traffic
infractions shall be understood as referring to nui-
sance noise infractions, (b) references to the JTIR,
to provisions of Chapter 46.63 RCW or other stat-
utes shall be understood as references to the analo-
gous provisions of this chapter, (c) provisions in
the JTIR relating to the Department of Licensing
are deleted, and (d) the following portions of the
JTIR are deleted: Rules 2.1(a), 4.1, 4.2, 6.2, 6.3,
6.4, and 6.5.

(3) Any person subject to proceedings under
this chapter may be represented by counsel.

(4) An attorney representing the town may, but
is not required to, appear at any infraction proceed-
ings under this article. (Ord. 340 § 8, 1990)

8.05.130 Hearings – Contesting 
determination that infraction 
committed – Appeal.

(1) A hearing held for the purpose of contesting
the determination that an infraction has been com-
mitted shall be without a jury.

(2) The court may consider the notice of infrac-
tion and any other written report made under oath
submitted by the officer who issued the notice or
whose written statement was the basis for the issu-
ance of the notice in lieu of the officer’s personal
appearance at the hearing. The person named in the
notice may subpoena witnesses, including the
officer, and has the right to present evidence and
examine witnesses present in court.

(3) The burden of proof is upon the town to
establish the commission of the infraction by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence.

(4) After consideration of the evidence and
argument the court shall determine whether the
infraction was committed. Where it has not been
established that the infraction was committed, an
order dismissing the notice shall be entered in the
court’s records. Where it has been established that
the infraction was committed an appropriate order
shall be entered in the court’s records. (Ord. 340
§ 9, 1990)
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8.05.140 Hearings – Explanation of 
mitigating circumstances.

(1) A hearing held for the purpose of allowing a
person to explain mitigating circumstances sur-
rounding the commission of an infraction shall be
an informal proceeding. The person may not sub-
poena witnesses. The determination that an infrac-
tion has been committed may not be contested at a
hearing held for the purpose of explaining mitigat-
ing circumstances.

(2) After the court has heard the explanation of
the circumstances surrounding the commission of
the infraction an appropriate order shall be entered
in the court’s records.

(3) There may be no appeal from the court’s
determination or order. (Ord. 340 § 10, 1990)

8.05.150 Monetary penalties.
(1) A person found to have committed an

infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty not
to exceed the following amounts:

(a) First infraction, $75.00;
(b) Second infraction, $150.00;
(c) Third and subsequent infractions,

$300.00.
(2) There shall be a penalty of not less than

$47.00 for failure to respond to a notice of infrac-
tion.

(3) Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed
by a court under this article it is immediately pay-
able. Failure to pay the penalty shall be a misde-
meanor and may be punishable by a fine or
imprisonment in jail or both pursuant to this article.
(Ord. 340 § 11, 1990)

8.05.160 Violation – Misdemeanor.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this arti-

cle, any violation of this article may be charged as
a misdemeanor instead of being processed as an
infraction. In determining whether to charge a vio-
lation as a misdemeanor the town prosecuting
attorney should consider the number of nuisance
noise infractions committed by the defendant dur-
ing the previous 12 months; the duration, loudness,
and intensity of the noise; the number of persons
disturbed by the noise and other relevant factors.
(Ord. 340 § 12, 1990)

8.05.170 Nonappearance after written 
promise – Misdemeanor.

Any person wilfully violating a written and
signed promise to respond to a notice of infraction
pursuant to this article shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor regardless of the disposition of the notice
of infraction; provided, a written promise to appear
in court or to respond to a notice of infraction may
be complied with by an appearance by counsel.
(Ord. 340 § 13, 1990)

8.05.180 Misdemeanor – Penalty.
Any person found guilty of a misdemeanor

under this article shall be subject to a monetary
penalty of not more than $500.00 and/or imprison-
ment of up to 30 days in jail. (Ord. 340 § 14, 1990)
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Chapter 8.10

CIVIL EMERGENCIES

Sections:
8.10.010 Definitions.
8.10.020 Power and authority.
8.10.030 Issuance of orders – Procedures.
8.10.040 Violation deemed misdemeanor.
8.10.050 Violation – Penalty.

8.10.010 Definitions.
(1) “Emergency” shall be defined to include

any occurrence or happening as is occasioned by
war, threat of war, the disasters of fire or flood, or
any other similar catastrophe which shall be
declared by the President of the United States of
America, the Governor of the state of Washington,
or the mayor and council of the town of Cathlamet
to require the creation of auxiliary units for the pur-
pose of augmenting the duly constituted civil or
military units in safeguarding, life and property
and the maintenance of law and order.

(2) “Agency” shall be defined to include any
council, commission, committee, board or any
other similar agency as shall be now, or as may
hereafter be, created for the purpose of augmenting
the duly constituted civil and military units with
auxiliary units during the occurrence or happening
of any such emergency.

(3) “Order” shall be defined to include any
order, rule, regulation, resolution or similar pro-
mulgation duly made and issued by any such
agency from time to time as may be necessary for
the common safety during the existence of any
such emergency. (Ord. 199 § 1, 1942)

8.10.020 Power and authority.
Whenever an emergency shall be declared as

herein provided whereby it shall become necessary
to augment the duly constituted authority of civil
and military units with any agency for the protec-
tion of life and property and the maintenance of
law and order and with proper authority to meet the
various exigencies as they may arise, such agency
shall have the power to, and it is hereby authorized
to make, enact, issue and enforce any order deemed
necessary for the purpose of insuring the common
safety, the preservation of life and property and the

maintenance of law and order in the town of Cath-
lamet during any such emergency. (Ord. 199 § 2,
1942)

8.10.030 Issuance of orders – Procedures.
All orders which shall be necessary to effect the

purposes of this chapter shall indicate that they
were issued pursuant to the provisions of this chap-
ter, shall bear the date thereof, shall bear the signa-
ture of the duly authorized official of such agency
and be attested by the mayor; shall be uniform in
their application for the common safety during
such emergency; shall be posted in at least three
public places, one of which shall be at the Town
Hall; and shall be effective and enforceable imme-
diately, or at such other time as may therein be pre-
scribed, and for the duration of such emergency.
Duly executed copies of all such orders shall be
filed with the clerk of the town and shall be open
for public inspection. (Ord. 199 § 3, 1942)

8.10.040 Violation deemed misdemeanor.
Any person violating any order relating to any

blackouts, air raid warnings, traffic regulations or
any other order or regulation relating to the com-
mon safety of the inhabitants of the town of Cath-
lamet, the safeguard of their life and property, and
for the maintenance of law and order during any
such emergency, or of the order or direction of any
duly authorized member of any such agency or of
any unit thereof acting pursuant to the authority of
any such order or regulation relating thereto, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished as herein
provided. (Ord. 199 § 4, 1942)

8.10.050 Violation – Penalty.
Any person, firm or corporation violating any

provision of this chapter, or of any provision of any
order issued pursuant to the authority herein
granted, or pursuant to the authority of any agency
heretofore created and existing, or which may be
hereafter created and existing for the purpose of
effectively carrying out the provisions of this chap-
ter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not more
than $250.00 or by imprisonment in the jail of said
town for a period of not to exceed 90 days, or by
both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 199 § 5,
1942)
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Chapter 8.15

FIRE ALARMS

Sections:
8.15.010 Prohibited.
8.15.020 Exemptions.
8.15.030 Violation – Penalty.

8.15.010 Prohibited.
It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly

cause or make any false alarm of fire. (Ord. 235
§ 1, 1965)

8.15.020 Exemptions.
This section shall not apply to the chief of the

fire department when such alarm shall be deemed
proper for the testing of the alarm system or for the
purpose of training firemen. (Ord. 235 § 2, 1965)

8.15.030 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating any of the provisions of

this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a
fine not exceeding $100.00, or by imprisonment in
the town jail for not exceeding 30 days, or by both
such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 235 § 3, 1965)

Chapter 8.20

WEEDS AND VEGETATION

Sections:
8.20.010 Definitions.
8.20.020 Unlawful to maintain public nuisance.
8.20.030 Prohibited conditions designated.
8.20.040 Enforcement.
8.20.050 Notice requirements.
8.20.060 Abatement action by town.
8.20.070 Violation – Penalty.

8.20.010 Definitions.
In this chapter, unless a different meaning is

plainly required, the terms designated in this sec-
tion will be defined as follows:

(1) “Abate” means to do away with or nullify or
put an end to.

(2) “Continue” means not to remove or termi-
nate.

(3) “Owner” and “occupier” includes any natu-
ral person, corporation, or unincorporated associa-
tion having by deed, contract, assignment, lease or
by permission of the same the right to enjoy and
use the premises, the right to dispose of the prop-
erty or the person occupying or cultivating it.

(4) “Weeds” include plants that are a nuisance,
hazard, tend to overgrow or choke out more desir-
able plants, or cause injury to man, animal, or a
desired crop, flower, garden plant or lawn cover.
(Ord. 350 § 1, 1993)

8.20.020 Unlawful to maintain public 
nuisance.

It is unlawful for the owner or occupier of a lot,
parcel, or tract of land within the corporate limits
of the town of Cathlamet to make, continue, allow
or cause to be made, continued or allowed on such
premises any of the conditions declared to be pub-
lic nuisances by CMC 8.20.030. (Ord. 350 § 2,
1993)

8.20.030 Prohibited conditions designated.
Each of the following conditions is in violation

of this chapter and each of said conditions is hereby
declared to be a public nuisance:

(1) Grass or weeds growing or which have
grown and died exceeding the height of 12 inches;
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(2) Trees, plants, shrubs, or vegetation of any
kind or parts thereof which overhang any sidewalk
or street, or which are growing thereon in such
manner as to obstruct or impair the free and full use
of the sidewalk or street by the public;

(3) The presence of a substantial amount of
paper, rubbish or other debris, on, over or entan-
gled in vegetation on the premises;

(4) Grass, weeds, shrubs, bushes, trees or vege-
tation growing, or which have grown and died, and
which are a fire hazard or a menace to public
health, safety, or welfare;

(5) The presence of any other debris, including
inoperable vehicles or hulks, which is a fire hazard
or a menace to public health, safety, or welfare.
(Ord. 350 § 3, 1993)

8.20.040 Enforcement.
(1) The public works director shall enforce this

chapter and if any property owner fails or refuses
to abate any such nuisances as enumerated in CMC
8.20.030, the town council may, after a report filed
by the public works director, by resolution, require
any such property owner or occupier, in addition to
or as an alternative to the penalties prescribed
herein, to abate the nuisance by removal or destruc-
tion, at the owner’s and/or occupier’s cost and
expense, within a time specified in the resolution;
and if the removal and destruction are not made by
such owner and/or occupier within the time speci-
fied, the public works director may abate the same
as provided in CMC 8.20.060.

(2) Any person affected by the resolution
issued by the town council, may within 10 days
after the town council adopts such resolution, peti-
tion the superior court of Wahkiakum County for
an injunction restraining the town from carrying
out the provisions of the resolution. In all such pro-
ceedings, the superior court is authorized to affirm,
reverse or modify the resolution. Such proceedings
in the superior court shall be heard de novo. (Ord.
350 § 4, 1993)

8.20.050 Notice requirements.
The resolution mentioned in CMC 8.20.040

shall not be passed until the property owner is
given at least five days’ notice of pendency of the
proposed resolution; such notice shall be given by
the public works director by mailing, by certified
mail with return receipt requested, a copy of the
notice to the owner as is shown upon the records of

the Wahkiakum County treasurer or assessor at the
address shown thereon; and if no owner or address
is shown on such records, a copy of the notice shall
be posted upon the property, and shall also be pub-
lished in one issue of the official newspaper of the
town of Cathlamet. Any such mailing, posting or
publication shall be made at least five days before
the resolution is adopted and proof shall be made
by affidavit of the public works director and filed
with the town clerk. The notice shall include the
resolution number and both shall describe the prop-
erty involved and the nature of the condition or
conditions constituting the nuisance. If enforce-
ment action is to be taken against an occupier of
property, like notice shall be given to said occupier
directed to him or her at his or her last known
address. (Ord. 350 § 5, 1993)

8.20.060 Abatement action by town.
If the nuisance is not abated by removal or

destruction by the property owner within the time
fixed in the resolution, the public works director
may abate the same and he shall render a bill cov-
ering the cost to the town of such abatement includ-
ing the public works director’s expense, and mail
the bill to the property owner. If the property owner
fails or refuses to pay the bill immediately or if no
bill is rendered because the owner cannot be found,
the public works director, in the name of the town,
may file a lien therefor against said property, which
lien shall nearly as practicable be in the same form
and filed with the same officer and within the same
time and manner and enforced and foreclosed as
provided by law for liens for labor and material as
provided in the Revised Code of Washington.
(Ord. 350 § 6, 1993)

8.20.070 Violation – Penalty.
Failure or refusal to comply with any of the pro-

visions of this chapter or any abatement resolution
issued hereunder shall be a civil infraction, Class 1,
under Chapter 7.80 RCW. Each day of refusal or
failure to comply shall be deemed a separate
offense. The town marshal and the public works
director may issue notices of infraction pursuant to
RCW 7.80.070 which shall be enforced and prose-
cuted under the authority of Chapter 7.80 RCW.
(Ord. 350 § 7, 1993)
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Chapter 8.25

FALSE ALARMS

Sections:
8.25.010 Purpose.
8.25.020 Definitions.
8.25.030 Emergency contact card – Termination 

of false alarm.
8.25.040 False alarm – Unlawful conduct.
8.25.050 False alarm – Fees.
8.25.060 Notice.
8.25.070 Violation – Penalty.

8.25.010 Purpose.
This chapter is intended to reduce the number of

false alarms occurring within the town and the
resultant waste of town resources by providing for
corrective administrative action, including fees and
potential disconnection and criminal penalties for
violations. (Ord. 360 § 1, 1994)

8.25.020 Definitions.
The following words used in this chapter shall

be defined as set forth in this section:
(1) “Person” includes any natural person, part-

nership, joint stock company, unincorporated asso-
ciation or society, or a corporation of any character
whatsoever.

(2) “False alarm” includes the activation of a
burglary or robbery alarm by other than an unlaw-
ful or attempted unlawful entry (to the premises) or
when no robbery or burglary is being committed or
attempted on the premises. (Ord. 360 § 2, 1994)

8.25.030 Emergency contact card – 
Termination of false alarm.

(1) It is unlawful to have or maintain on any
premises a burglary or robbery alarm unless there
is on file with the Cathlamet police department or
Wahkiakum County sheriff’s office, an emergency
contact card on a form provided by the police
department containing the name(s) and telephone
number(s) of person(s) authorized to enter such
premises and turn off any alarm and a signed state-
ment by the owner or occupier of the premises
authorizing police officers to disconnect an alarm
when required by this section.

(2) It is also unlawful for any person authorized
to terminate a false alarm and listed on the emer-
gency contact card to refuse to respond and turn off

a false alarm within one hour of being requested to
do so by the Cathlamet police department or Wah-
kiakum County sheriff’s office.

(3) Any alarm audible upon abutting property
for a period in excess of one hour is declared to be
a public nuisance and may be summarily abated by
the police department. (Ord. 360 § 3, 1994)

8.25.040 False alarm – Unlawful conduct.
(1) It is unlawful for anyone to activate any rob-

bery or burglary alarm for the purpose of summon-
ing police except in the event of an actual or
attempted unlawful entry, burglary or robbery, or
for anyone notifying the police of any activated
alarm and having knowledge that such activation
was apparently caused by an electrical or other
malfunction of the alarm system to fail at the same
time to notify the police of such apparent malfunc-
tion.

(2) Every person who possesses any premises
with a burglary or robbery alarm shall maintain the
alarm system in good repair and any person failing
to do so is guilty of failing to maintain an alarm
system. Three false alarms from any alarm system
in any 12-month period shall be prima facie evi-
dence of failure to comply with this subsection by
the person having or maintaining such alarm. (Ord.
360 § 4, 1994)

8.25.050 False alarm – Fees.
(1) The town shall impose the following admin-

istrative requirements upon a police response to
any false alarm:

(a) Upon a first response to a premises at
which no other false alarm has occurred, notice of
the conditions and requirements of this chapter
shall be given to the person having or maintaining
such alarm system. The notice shall also request
that possible cause of the apparent malfunction be
examined, and any corrective action be taken to
prevent future occurrences.

(b) Within a six-month period, if a second
response to a premises occurs as a result of a false
alarm, the person having or maintaining such bur-
glary and robbery alarm shall, within three work-
ing days after notice to do so, submit a written
report to the town marshal setting forth the cause of
such false alarm, the corrective action taken, any
mitigating circumstances and necessary corrective
action, and such other information as the town mar-
shal or his designee may reasonably require to
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determine the cause of such false alarm. The town
marshal or his designee shall be authorized to
inspect or cause to be inspected the alarm system at
such premises and shall prescribe necessary cor-
rective action. All costs of inspection and correc-
tive action shall be borne by the person having or
maintaining the alarm on the premises. The town
marshal shall notify the person or organization
responsible for the alarm system that further false
alarms within the same six month period will result
in a false alarm response fee of $50.00 being
charged to the person or organization maintaining
the alarm.

(c) If a third or subsequent response to a false
alarm at a premises occurs within the same six-
month period, a false alarm response fee of $50.00
will be assessed with respect to each and every
response and the town marshal may order the per-
son having or maintaining the alarm system to dis-
connect such alarm; provided, that any business
required by law to maintain an alarm shall not be
subject to disconnection. Any alarm which is dis-
connected shall not be reconnected until the fol-
lowing conditions have been satisfied:

(i) All monetary assessments have been
paid; and

(ii) The alarm has been repaired, certi-
fied and inspected by the police department, and/or

(iii) If training is required to prevent
future false alarms, such training has been pro-
vided.

(2) Monetary assessments imposed in accor-
dance with this section shall be paid to the town
clerk within 15 days of the date of the notice. The
town clerk shall not renew the business license of
any business which fails to pay a monetary assess-
ment and/or otherwise comply with this chapter;
provided, that such license may be reinstated upon
payment to the town clerk of the monetary assess-
ments and compliance with all other provisions of
this chapter. (Ord. 360 § 5, 1994)

8.25.060 Notice.
Notice of imposition of any administrative deci-

sion or sanction, including the imposition of a
monetary assessment or order of disconnection
under the provisions of this chapter shall be given
to the person having or maintaining a burglary or
robbery alarm on premises owned or occupied by
him or her; provided, that with respect to business
premises, the owner, manager, or chief administra-

tive agent regularly assigned and employed on the
premises at the time of the occurrence of a false
alarm shall be presumed to be the person having or
maintaining the alarm on the business premises and
to whom notice shall be given. (Ord. 360 § 6, 1994)

8.25.070 Violation – Penalty.
Violations of this chapter shall be a misde-

meanor. (Ord. 360 § 7, 1994)
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Chapter 8.30

OUTDOOR BURNING

Sections:
8.30.010 Definitions.
8.30.020 Permit required for outdoor burning.
8.30.030 Burning permits.
8.30.040 Fires allowed.
8.30.050 Prohibited materials.
8.30.060 Burning rules.
8.30.070 Burn bans.
8.30.080 Field responses.
8.30.090 Violations.
8.30.100 Enforcement.
8.30.110 Violation – Penalty.
8.30.120 Failure to pay monetary penalties – 

Penalty.
8.30.130 Violations – Injunctions and legal 

proceedings authorized – Public 
nuisance abatement.

8.30.010 Definitions.
Unless a different meaning is clearly required by

context, the following words and phrases as used in
this chapter shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Agricultural burning” means burning of
vegetative debris from an agricultural operation
necessary for disease or pest control, necessary for
crop propagation and/or crop rotation, or where
identified as a best management practice by the
agricultural burning practices and research task
force established in RCW 70.94.650 or other
authoritative source on agricultural practices.

(2) “Ceremonial fire” means a fire associated
with a ceremony or ritual conducted by a federally
recognized Indian tribe or authorized member
thereof.

(3) “Department” means the Washington State
Department of Ecology.

(4) “Local air authority” means the Southwest
Air Pollution Control Authority.

(5) “Nuisance” means an emission of smoke or
other emissions from any open fire that unreason-
ably interferes with the use and enjoyment of the
property deposited on.

(6) “Outdoor burning” means the combustion
of material of any type in an open fire or in an out-
door container without providing for the control of
combustion or the control of emissions from the
combustion.

(7) “Recreational fire” means barbecues and
campfires, using charcoal, natural gas, propane, or
natural wood which occur in designated areas or on
private property. Fires used for debris disposal pur-
poses are not considered recreational fires.

(8) “Silviculture burning” means burning on
any land the Department of Natural Resources pro-
tects pursuant to RCW 70.94.030(13), 70.94.660,
70.94.690, and pursuant to Chapter 76.04 RCW.

(9) “Small fire” means a fire consisting of one
pile not larger than four feet by four feet by three
feet.

(10) “Large fire” means any fire larger than a
small fire as defined in subsection (9) of this sec-
tion. (Ord. 368 § 1, 1995)

8.30.020 Permit required for outdoor 
burning.

The incorporated areas of the town of Cath-
lamet, Washington, shall be and are hereby desig-
nated as a limited outdoor burning area. Outdoor
burning shall not be allowed within the incorpo-
rated areas of the town of Cathlamet, Wahkiakum
County, Washington, unless the person conducting
the outdoor burning shall first obtain a burning per-
mit as provided in CMC 8.30.030. (Ord. 368 § 2,
1995)

8.30.030 Burning permits.
(1) Permit Required. A written burning permit

is required for all outdoor burning, except for rec-
reational fires, ceremonial fires, agricultural burn-
ing (governed by Chapter 173-430 WAC),
silvicultural burning (governed by Chapter 173-
430 WAC), and fires set for training to fight struc-
tural fires as authorized by Chapter 28, Washing-
ton Laws of 1994.

(2) Small Fire Permits. Small fire permits shall
be issued without charge. Such permits shall be
effective through December 31st of the year of
issuance. Small fire permits may be issued on a
self-service basis with the permittee completing
the permit form and leaving a copy of said form
with either the town of Cathlamet clerk-treasurer or
the Cathlamet fire department. The following con-
ditions shall govern small fire permits:

(a) The fire must not include any prohibited
materials listed in CMC 8.30.050, except what
paper is necessary to start the fire;
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(b) A person capable of extinguishing the
fire must attend it at all times and the fire must be
extinguished before the attendant leaves it;

(c) No fires are to be within 25 feet of struc-
tures;

(d) The pile must not be larger than four feet
by four feet by three feet;

(e) Only one pile at a time may be burned,
and each pile must be extinguished before lighting
another;

(f) No outdoor fire is permitted in or within
five hundred feet of forest slash without a written
large fire permit;

(g) Either the designated permitting author-
ity must be called to confirm burning conditions
for each day or current information on burning
conditions must be obtained from another desig-
nated source;

(h) If the fire creates a nuisance, it must be
extinguished;

(i) Permission from a landowner, or owner’s
designated representative must be obtained before
starting the fire; and

(j) The fire must be started no earlier than
one-half hour after sunrise and must be extin-
guished one-half hour after sunset.

(3) Large Fire Permits. Large fire permits shall
be issued by the public works department. No per-
mit fee shall be charged for issuance of a large fire
permit. Large fire permit applications shall be eval-
uated on a case-by-case basis by the public works
department using fire protection, air pollution, and
availability of alternatives to burning as criteria.
Large fire permits may be issued for a time period
not to exceed 30 days. The public works director is
authorized to develop a large fire permit applica-
tion form that includes the following information:
have alternatives been explored, size, nature, and
location of proposed burn, number of piles to be
burned at one time, total number of piles to be
burned, and duration of the proposed burn. The
burning rules contained in CMC 8.30.060 shall
constitute the minimum conditions for any large
fire permit. (Ord. 368 § 3, 1995)

8.30.040 Fires allowed.
The following outdoor fires described in this

section may be burned subject to the provisions of
Chapter 70.94 RCW, the provisions of this chapter,

and the laws and rules enforced by the Department
of Natural Resources and by the Department of
Ecology of the state of Washington:

(1) Fires consisting of leaves, clippings, prun-
ing and other natural vegetation originating on land
where burning occurs;

(2) Fires consisting of residue of a natural char-
acter such as trees, stumps, shrubbery or other nat-
ural vegetation arising from land clearing projects
or agricultural pursuits for pest or disease control;
provided, however, burning must be restricted to
natural vegetation grown on the property where
burning occurs. (Ord. 368 § 4, 1995)

8.30.050 Prohibited materials.
(1) The following materials shall not be burned

in any outdoor fire: garbage, dead animals, asphalt,
petroleum products, paints, rubber products, plas-
tics, paper (other than what is necessary to start a
fire), cardboard, treated wood, construction debris,
metal, or any substance (other than natural vegeta-
tion) which when burned releases toxic emissions,
dense smoke, or odors.

(2) Prohibited materials may be burned in cer-
tain circumstances:

(a) Diseased Animals and Infested Material.
When ordered by the Wahkiakum County health
officer and authorized by the department or local
air authority, diseased animals and other infested
material may be burned, as required, to keep the
infestation from spreading.

(b) Dangerous Material. When ordered by
the Cathlamet fire department and when authorized
by the department or local air authority, fires to dis-
pose of materials presenting a danger to life, prop-
erty, or public welfare may be burned, if no
approved practical alternate method of disposal is
available. (Ord. 368 § 5, 1995)

8.30.060 Burning rules.
All outdoor fires requiring a burning permit pur-

suant to this chapter are subject to the following
rules:

(1) No outdoor burning shall be done when a
burn ban is in effect.

(2) No outdoor burning shall be done during the
declared period of impaired air quality. Burning
conditions shall be obtained each day before start-
ing to burn.
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(3) Burning must be done with the following
clearances from structures, property lines, and
other combustible materials:

(a) Not less than 15 feet when using an
approved burning appliance;

(b) Not less than 25 feet for pile sizes four
feet by four feet or less;

(c) Not less than 50 feet for pile sizes greater
than four feet by four feet but less than 10 feet by
10 feet.

(4) A person capable of extinguishing the fire
shall attend it at all times and the fire must be
totally extinguished before leaving it. A sufficient
water supply and shovel must be at the burning site
and ready to use.

(5) Burning shall be conducted only during
daylight hours and only one pile may be burned at
a time and it must be extinguished before starting
another.

(6) No fires are permitted in or within 500 feet
of a forest slash and without a slash burning permit.

(7) If a fire creates a nuisance, it must be extin-
guished upon direction from the Cathlamet Fire
Department, the local air pollution control author-
ity, or the town of Cathlamet public works director
or his designee. (Ord. 368 § 6, 1995)

8.30.070 Burn bans.
(1) Burning may be banned for either air quality

or fire safety reasons.
(2) The public works director or his designee is

authorized to ban all outdoor burning in the incor-
porated town of Cathlamet, Wahkiakum County
for fire safety reasons. A fire safety burning ban
shall be effective upon posting of the public works
director’s or designee’s written order on the main
bulletin board of the Wahkiakum County court-
house. When a fire safety burn ban is issued, the
public works director or his designee shall also
notify the Wahkiakum County E-911 Center, and
the Wahkiakum County public works director.

(3) The Southwest Air Pollution Control
Authority is authorized to ban all outdoor burning
in the incorporated town of Cathlamet for air qual-
ity reasons. (Ord. 368 § 7, 1995)

8.30.080 Field responses.
(1) The public works department or its designee

shall be responsible for responding to complaints
regarding open burning. This response may be by
phone, in writing, or in person.

(2) The Cathlamet fire department shall be
responsible for abating fire safety hazards created
by outdoor burning. The Cathlamet fire department
shall be notified of all outdoor burning which
occurs when a fire safety burn ban is in effect.
(Ord. 368 § 8, 1995)

8.30.090 Violations.
It is unlawful for any person to:
(1) Violate any condition or conditions of a per-

mit issued under this chapter;
(2) Ignite any outdoor fire when either a fire

safety or air quality burn ban is in effect pursuant
to CMC 8.30.070;

(3) Burn prohibited materials in an outdoor fire;
(4) Ignite any open fire without having first

obtained a burning permit as required by CMC
8.30.030;

(5) Fail to extinguish any outdoor fire that is
burning when either a fire safety or air quality burn
ban is declared;

(6) Ignite or maintain any fire which causes
emissions detrimental to health;

(7) Ignite or maintain any fire which causes
emissions that unreasonably interfere with prop-
erty use and enjoyment. (Ord. 368 § 9, 1995)

8.30.100 Enforcement.
(1) It shall be the duty of the town public works

director or his designee to enforce this chapter.
(2) For purposes of issuing a notice of correc-

tive action or notice of civil infraction pursuant to
Chapter 7.80 RCW for violations of this chapter,
the following persons are designated “enforcement
officers” and are authorized to enforce the civil
provisions of this chapter: the town of Cathlamet
public works director or his designee, the officers
and firefighters of the town of Cathlamet, the town
marshal or his designee. (Ord. 368 § 10, 1995)

8.30.110 Violation – Penalty.
(1) Any violation of any provision of this chap-

ter is a Class 1 civil infraction that will be heard
and determined by municipal court of the town of
Cathlamet in accord with the provisions of Chapter
7.80 RCW as now or hereafter amended. The max-
imum penalty and the default amount for a Class 1
civil infraction shall be $250.00 per day for each
violation, not including statutory assessments and
costs of response and control which may be
assessed by the court. Each such violation shall be
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a separate and distinct offense, and in case of a con-
tinuing violation each day’s continuance shall be a
separate and distinct violation.

(2) Each act of commission or omission which
procures, aids, or abets in the violation of any pro-
vision of this chapter shall be considered a viola-
tion of this chapter and shall be subject to the
penalties set forth in this section.

(3) In addition to any other penalty prescribed
by this chapter, the Cathlamet fire department and
any fire protection district called to respond to,
control, or extinguish an illegal or out-of-control
fire may charge and recover from the person
responsible for the fire, the costs of its response
and control action plus costs of collection and a
reasonable attorney’s fee, if any. (Ord. 368 § 11,
1995)

8.30.120 Failure to pay monetary penalties – 
Penalty.

Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by the
court pursuant to this chapter and Chapter 7.80
RCW, it is immediately payable. Willful failure to
pay the penalty constitutes a misdemeanor. If a
penalty is not paid on or before the time established
for payment, the town attorney may proceed to col-
lect the penalty in the same manner as other civil
judgments. (Ord. 368 § 12, 1995)

8.30.130 Violations – Injunctions and legal 
proceedings authorized – Public 
nuisance abatement.

The public works director for the town of Cath-
lamet, Wahkiakum County, or his designee, may
bring an action to enjoin a violation of any of the
provisions of this chapter, or may bring any legal
proceeding authorized by law, including but not
limited to the special proceedings authorized in
RCW Title 7, in the superior court for Wahkiakum
County. Continuing violations of the provisions of
this chapter are declared to be public nuisances.
The town of Cathlamet public works director or his
designee, may commence a civil action for abate-
ment of such public nuisances in the superior court
for Wahkiakum County. (Ord. 368 § 13, 1995)

Chapter 8.35

SOLID WASTE

Sections:
8.35.010 Adoption of Wahkiakum County solid 

waste nuisance ordinance.
8.35.020 More restrictive town ordinances to 

govern.

8.35.010 Adoption of Wahkiakum County 
solid waste nuisance ordinance.

Wahkiakum County Ordinance No. 161-16,
Establishing a Solid Waste Nuisance Ordinance
Within the County of Wahkiakum, as adopted on
January 19, 2016, and amended in the future, is
hereby incorporated into this chapter in its entirety
as though fully set forth herein. Enforcement,
investigations, appeals and other provisions of
Ordinance No. 161-16 shall be pursued within
town limits so long as executed by Wahkiakum
County without cost or charge to the town. (Ord.
583, 2016)

8.35.020 More restrictive town ordinances to 
govern.

If any provision of Wahkiakum County Ordi-
nance No. 161-16 is found to conflict with any pro-
vision of Chapter 8.20 or 10.15 CMC, or any other
provision in the Cathlamet Municipal Code, such
other provisions of the municipal code shall gov-
ern. (Ord. 583, 2016)
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Title 9

PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE

Chapters:
9.05 Aiding and Abetting Violations
9.10 Curfew
9.15 Liquor Sales
9.20 Firearms
9.25 Alcohol Possession
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Chapter 9.05

AIDING AND ABETTING VIOLATIONS

Sections:
9.05.010 Unlawful.

9.05.010 Unlawful.
Every person who commits, attempts to commit,

conspires to commit, or aids or abets in the com-
mission of any act declared by this title to be a
crime, whether individually or in connection with
one or more other persons or as principal, agent, or
accessory, shall be guilty of such offense, and
every person who falsely, fraudulently, forcefully,
or wilfully induces, causes, coerces, requires, per-
mits, or directs others to violate any provisions of
this title is likewise guilty of such offense. (Ord.
223, 1961)

Chapter 9.10

CURFEW

Sections:
9.10.010 Established for minors.
9.10.020 Adult custodial responsibility.
9.10.030 Violation – Court appearance.
9.10.040 Violation – Penalty.
9.10.050 Exemption.

9.10.010 Established for minors.
It shall be unlawful for any minor under the age

of 18 years to be upon the streets, alleys or other
public places in the town of Cathlamet, Washing-
ton, unaccompanied by a parent, guardian or other
adult person lawfully in charge of said minor
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.
(Ord. 230, 1961)

9.10.020 Adult custodial responsibility.
It shall further be unlawful for any parent,

guardian or other person having the care, custody
and control of such minor to permit said minor to
be upon the streets described in this chapter during
the hours prohibited herein. (Ord. 230, 1961)

9.10.030 Violation – Court appearance.
It shall be the duty of the town marshal or any

police officer to deliver to the parent, guardian or
other person having the care and custody of such
minor who shall be in violation of this chapter upon
such parent, guardian or other person having the
care and custody of such minor entering upon a
recognizance for the appearance of such minor
before the police judge at such time as may be fixed
for the hearing of the complaint in such manner.
(Ord. 230, 1961)

9.10.040 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating any of the provisions of

this chapter shall be upon conviction deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than
$1.00 nor more than $100.00. (Ord. 230, 1961)

9.10.050 Exemption.
This chapter shall exempt any minor who is

going to or from any bona fide adult-supervised
school and/or youth activity. (Ord. 230, 1961)
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Chapter 9.15

LIQUOR SALES

Sections:
9.15.010 Prohibited during certain hours.
9.15.020 Violation – Penalty.

9.15.010 Prohibited during certain hours.
The sale of intoxicating liquor shall be prohib-

ited within the corporate limits of the town of Cath-
lamet between the hours of 2:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
of each week day, and between the hours of 2:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and after the hour of 10:00 p.m.
of each Sunday. (Ord. 246 § 1, 1967)

9.15.020 Violation – Penalty.
Any person selling intoxicating liquor during

the times when the sale of the same shall be prohib-
ited by this chapter shall, upon conviction, be pun-
ished by a fine of not to exceed $100.00, by a jail
sentence of not to exceed 30 days, or by both such
fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 246 § 2, 1967)

Chapter 9.20

FIREARMS

Sections:

Article I. Possession on Liquor-Dispensing 
Premises

9.20.010 Firearm possession prohibited.
9.20.020 Weapon possession prohibited.
9.20.030 Exemptions from CMC 9.20.010 and 

9.20.020.
9.20.040 Violation – Penalty.

Article II. Exemption from Prohibition

9.20.050 Exemption to prohibition of carrying 
uncased firearms.

Article I. Possession on Liquor-Dispensing 
Premises

9.20.010 Firearm possession prohibited.
It is unlawful for any person, on or in any pre-

mises in the town of Cathlamet where alcoholic
beverages are dispensed by the drink, to carry any
rifle, shotgun or pistol, whether said person has a
license to carry said firearm or not, and whether
said firearm is concealed or not. (Ord. 315 § 1,
1984)

9.20.020 Weapon possession prohibited.
It is unlawful for any person, on or in any pre-

mises in the town of Cathlamet where alcoholic
beverages are dispensed by the drink, to carry any
of the following described weapons:

(1) Any instrument or weapon of the kind usu-
ally known as slung shot, sand club, or metal
knuckles, or spring blade knife, or any knife the
blade of which is automatically released by a
spring mechanism or other mechanical device, or
any knife having a blade which opens, or falls, or is
ejected into position by the force of gravity, or by
an outward, downward, or centrifugal thrust or
movement; or

(2) Any device commonly known as “nun-chu-
ka sticks,” consisting of two or more lengths of
wood, metal, plastic, or similar substance con-
nected with wire, rope, or other means; or
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(3) Any device, commonly known as “throwing
stars,” which are multipointed, metal objects
designed to embed upon impact from any aspect.
(Ord. 315 § 2, 1984)

9.20.030 Exemptions from CMC 9.20.010 
and 9.20.020.

The prohibitions contained in CMC 9.20.010
and 9.20.020 do not apply to:

(1) Any lawful act committed by a person while
in his fixed place of business;

(2) Any person who by virtue of his office or
public employment is vested by law with a duty to
preserve public safety, maintain public order, or to
make arrests for offenses, whether during regular
duty hours or not;

(3) Any person making or assisting in making a
lawful arrest for the commission of a felony;

(4) Any area primarily designated for the ser-
vice of prepared foods and commonly referred to
as a restaurant, whether alcoholic beverages are
served or not;

(5) Private dwellings. (Ord. 315 § 3, 1984)

9.20.040 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating any of the provisions of

this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, the
maximum punishment for which shall be imprison-
ment in the town jail for 90 days and a fine of
$500.00, or both. (Ord. 315 § 4, 1984)

Article II. Exemption from Prohibition

9.20.050 Exemption to prohibition of 
carrying uncased firearms.

All incorporated areas of the town of Cathlamet,
Washington, are hereby exempted from the prohi-
bition of subsection (4) of Section 405, Chapter 7,
First Special Session, Washington Laws of 1994,
and from the prohibition contained in RCW
9.41.050(4). (Ord. 364 § 1, 1994)

Chapter 9.25

ALCOHOL POSSESSION

Sections:
9.25.010 Adoption by reference.
9.25.020 Disposition of fines and forfeitures.
9.25.030 Official misconduct.
9.25.040 Filing of ordinance.

9.25.010 Adoption by reference.
RCW 66.44.270, Sections 1 through 5, and

RCW 66.44.180 are hereby adopted by reference
as and for the minor in possession of alcohol ordi-
nance of this town as if set forth in full herein as it
stands presently and as it shall hereafter be law-
fully amended by the legislature. (Ord. 357 § 1,
1994)

9.25.020 Disposition of fines and forfeitures.
The town’s share of all fines, penalty assess-

ments, or forfeitures collected upon conviction or
upon the forfeiture of bail of any person charged
with a violation of any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be paid into the current expense fund
of the town. (Ord. 357 § 2, 1994)

9.25.030 Official misconduct.
Failure, refusal, or neglect on the part of any

judicial or other officer or employee receiving or
having custody of any such fine, penalty assess-
ment, or forfeiture of bail, either before or after a
deposit in said current expense fund, to comply
with the provisions of CMC 9.25.020 shall consti-
tute misconduct in office and shall be grounds for
removal therefrom, provided appropriate removal
action is taken pursuant to state law relating to
removal of public officials. (Ord. 357 § 3, 1994)

9.25.040 Filing of ordinance.
Incident to the adoption of the laws referred to in

CMC 9.25.010, said laws shall be filed with the
town clerk as required by RCW 35.21.180 for use
and examination by the public. (Ord. 357 § 4,
1994)
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Title 10

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

Chapters:
10.05 Speed Limits
10.10 Traffic Regulations
10.15 Disabled, Stored and Abandoned Vehicles
10.20 Parking
10.25 Model Traffic Ordinance
10.30 Standards for Access Permitting on State Managed Access Highways



10.05.010 
10.05.020 
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Chapter 10.05 

SPEED LIMITS 

Sections: 
State Route 4 speed limit. 
Reserved. 
Speed limit on all other streets and 
highways. 
Penalties for violation. 

State Route 4 speed limit. 
There shall be and is established a speed limit of 

45 miles per hour, which shall be applicable to the 
areas within the corporate limits of the town, spec-
ified as follows: 

From the west town limits upon State Route 4 to 
the east town limits upon State Route 4. (Ord. 607 
§ 1, 2018)

Reserved. 

Speed limit on all other streets and 
highways. 

There shall be and is established a speed limit of 
25 miles per hour, which shall be applicable to the 
areas within the corporate limits of the town, spec-
ified as follows: 

All other streets and highways other than those 
established for State Route 4 in CMC 10.05.010, 
or for any other streets or highways in CMC 
10.05.020. (Ord. 607 § 1, 2018) 

Penalties for violation. 
Any violation of the basic rule set forth in RCW 

46.61.400, as now or hereafter amended, or of a 
speed limit established in this chapter shall con-
stitute a traffic infraction, and shall be punishable 
as according to the monetary penalties established 
in RCW 46.63.110, as now or hereafter amended, 
which is incorporated herein by this reference. 
(Ord. 607 § 1, 2018) 
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Chapter 10.10

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

Sections:

Article I. Traffic and Parking on Alley Between 
Blocks “G” and “I”

10.10.010 Repealed.
10.10.020 Repealed.
10.10.030 Repealed.
10.10.040 Repealed.

Article II. Traffic on Butler Street

10.10.050 Two-way traffic.
10.10.060 Parking prohibited.
10.10.070 Traffic control devices.
10.10.080 Violation – Penalty.

Article I. Traffic and Parking on Alley Between 
Blocks “G” and “I”

10.10.010 One-way traffic.
Repealed by Ord. 485. (Ord. 244 § 1, 1967)

10.10.020 Parking.
Repealed by Ord. 485. (Ord. 244 § 2, 1967)

10.10.030 Stop.
Repealed by Ord. 485. (Ord. 244 § 3, 1967)

10.10.040 Violation – Penalty.
Repealed by Ord. 485. (Ord. 244 § 4, 1967)

Article II. Traffic on Butler Street

10.10.050 Two-way traffic.
From and after the effective date of this chapter,

two-way traffic shall be allowed and permitted on
Butler Street as Butler Street is defined in Chapter
15.05 CMC. (Ord. 320 § 1, 1985)

10.10.060 Parking prohibited.
It shall be unlawful to park or stop any vehicle

on the east side of Butler Street. Prior to the effec-
tive date of this chapter, the street superintendent
shall cause to be erected official traffic control
devices or markings indication that parking on the
east side of said Butler Street is unlawful. (Ord.
320 § 2, 1985)

10.10.070 Traffic control devices.
Upon the recommendation of the street superin-

tendent, the council, by resolution, shall provide
for the erection of appropriate official traffic con-
trol devices at the intersection of Butler Street and
Division Street and at the intersection of Butler
Street and Main Street. (Ord. 320 § 3, 1985)

10.10.080 Violation – Penalty.
Any owner or operator of any vehicle violating

any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a
traffic infraction and shall be punished according
to law. (Ord. 320 § 4, 1985)
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Chapter 10.15

DISABLED, STORED AND 
ABANDONED VEHICLES

Sections:
10.15.010 Unlawful to let vehicle remain 

standing.
10.15.020 Standing disabled, stored and 

abandoned vehicle – Notice to remove.
10.15.030 Notice to remove – Contents.
10.15.040 Notice to remove – Delivery.
10.15.050 Failure or refusal to comply.
10.15.060 Violation – Penalty.
10.15.070 Additional penalties.
10.15.080 Defense to actions under this chapter.
10.15.090 Definitions.

10.15.010 Unlawful to let vehicle remain 
standing.

It shall be unlawful for any person to park, or
leave standing, any disabled,  stored, or abandoned
vehicle, or for the owner thereof to permit such
vehicle to remain standing, in any public place in
the town of Cathlamet after notice to remove the
same as herein provided. (Ord. 519, 2009; Ord. 252
§ 1, 1968)

10.15.020 Standing disabled, stored and 
abandoned vehicle – Notice to 
remove.

When any disabled, stored, or abandoned vehi-
cle is found standing in any public place in the
town of Cathlamet, the town’s law enforcement
agency, or any person authorized by the council of
the town, shall give notice in writing to the owner
and/or person responsible for leaving the same,
requiring the removal of said vehicle within not
less than 10 days as provided by such notice. (Ord.
519, 2009; Ord. 252 § 2, 1968)

10.15.030 Notice to remove – Contents.
Said notice to remove shall notify the owner

and/or person responsible for placing such dis-
abled, stored, or abandoned vehicle that said vehi-
cle shall be towed away at the owner’s expense if
not removed within 10 days of the notice. The writ-
ten notice shall identify the said vehicle by make
and model and license number, if any, and stating
the location by street at which it was disabled,
stored or abandoned at the time of giving such
notice, and requiring such person or persons to

remove the same within the time provided in said
notice, which date shall be stated in said notice and
which shall be not less than 10 days from the date
of service. (Ord. 519, 2009; Ord. 252 § 3, 1968)

10.15.040 Notice to remove – Delivery.
Said notice shall be served upon the person or

persons to whom the same is directed by delivering
the same to such person in person, or by mailing
the same to his/her last known address as shown on
the registration certificate or known to the person
making such service by certified mail. The date of
service shall be the date of delivery of said notice,
or the date of mailing, as the case may be. Affidavit
of the person making such service shall be evi-
dence thereof. (Ord. 519, 2009; Ord. 252 § 4,
1968)

10.15.050 Failure or refusal to comply.
If the owner or person responsible for leaving

such vehicle shall fail or refuse to remove said
vehicle within the time set out in said notice, (s)he
shall be charged with a violation of the provisions
of this chapter. Each day of such failure or refusal
beyond the date set out in said notice shall consti-
tute a separate offense and shall be punished as
herein provided. (Ord. 519, 2009; Ord. 252 § 5,
1968)

10.15.060 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating the provisions of this

chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined by
a fine not less than $20.00 nor more than $200.00,
and in addition thereto $20.00 for each day in
which the violation continued after the first day of
violation following the date in the notice provided
for removal. (Ord. 519, 2009; Ord. 252 § 6, 1968)

10.15.070 Additional penalties.
In addition to any penalty herein provided, the

town’s law enforcement agency or person giving
said notice may remove such vehicle from such
public place at the expense of the owner or person
depositing the same, and the costs thereof may be
assessed as costs in any action commenced for the
violation of this chapter, which must be repaid by
the owner or person authorized to reclaim the same
before repossessing the same. (Ord. 519, 2009;
Ord. 252 § 7, 1968)
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10.15.080 Defense to actions under this 
chapter.

The removal of such vehicle from one public
place to another within the town of Cathlamet, or
the removal of such vehicle following the receipt
of such notice to a place within or without the town
of Cathlamet, and the return thereof to the same or
another place within said town, either before or
after the expiration of said notice, shall be no
defense to any action hereunder. (Ord. 519, 2009;
Ord. 252 § 8, 1968)

10.15.090 Definitions.
The terms used in this chapter are defined as fol-

lows:
(1) “Vehicle” means any conveyance, whether

self-propelled or otherwise, designed for the trans-
portation of persons or property on land or water.

(2) “Disabled vehicle” means any vehicle
which has been damaged or rendered inoperative
as the result of accident or any other cause, or is
being repaired or remodeled.

(3) “Stored vehicle” means any vehicle which
has stood or been parked in any public place with-
out movement in the town of Cathlamet for more
than 10 consecutive days, irrespective of its opera-
tional condition.

(4) “Abandoned vehicle” means any vehicle
which appears to have no known owner or pos-
sessor, or for whom service of notice to remove
said vehicle pursuant to CMC 10.15.040 has
proved unsuccessful. Any vehicle not displaying
current valid license plates or tags shall be deemed
abandoned for the purpose of this chapter.

(5) “Person” means any person, firm or corpo-
ration.

(6) “Public place” shall mean any public street,
alley, sidewalk, park or public property within said
town. (Ord. 519, 2009; Ord. 252 § 9, 1968)

Chapter 10.20

PARKING

Sections:
10.20.010 Parking prohibited.
10.20.020 Additional parking regulations.
10.20.030 Unattended motor vehicle.
10.20.040 Leaving unattended children in 

vehicle.
10.20.050 Parking limit on Main Street.
10.20.060 Parking prohibited.
10.20.070 Parallel and diagonal parking 

prohibited.
10.20.080 Parking where parking spaces are 

marked.
10.20.090 Certain truck parking prohibited.
10.20.095 Disabled parking.
10.20.100 Violation – Penalty.

10.20.010 Parking prohibited.
(1) Except when necessary to avoid conflict

with other traffic, or in compliance with law or
ordinance or the direction of a police officer or
official traffic control device, no person shall:

(a) Stop, stand or park a vehicle:
(i) On the roadway side of any vehicle

stopped or parked at edge or curb of a street;
(ii) On a sidewalk or street planting strip;
(iii) Within an intersection;
(iv) On a crosswalk;
(v) Alongside or opposite any street

excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing
or parking would obstruct traffic; or

(vi) At any place where official signs
prohibit stopping.

(b) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occu-
pied or not, except momentarily to pick up or dis-
charge a passenger or passengers:

(i) In front of a public or private drive-
way or within five feet of the end of the curb radius
leading thereto;

(ii) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant;
(iii) Within 30 feet upon the approach to

a flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or traffic
control signal located at the side of a roadway;

(iv) Within 20 feet of the driveway
entrance to any fire station and on the side of a
street opposite the entrance to any fire station
within 75 feet of said entrance; or

(v) At any place where official signs pro-
hibit parking.
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(2) Parking or standing shall be permitted in the
manner provided by law or ordinance at all other
places except a time limit where a time limit is
imposed or parking restricted as in this chapter pro-
vided.

(3) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully
under his control into any such prohibited area or
away from a curb such a distance as is unlawful.
(Ord. 253 § 1, 1969)

10.20.020 Additional parking regulations.
(1) Except as otherwise provided in this chap-

ter, every vehicle stopped or parked upon any pub-
lic street or alley in the town of Cathlamet, shall be
so stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels
parallel to and within 12 inches or the right-hand
curb or edge of the roadway.

(2) Except where otherwise provided by ordi-
nance, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a one-
way roadway, shall be so stopped or parked paral-
lel to the curb or edge of the roadway, in the direc-
tion of authorized traffic movement, with its right-
hand wheels within 12 inches of the right-hand
curb or edge of the roadway, or its left-hand wheels
within 12 inches of the left-hand curb or edge of
roadway.

(3) Only head-in or back-in parking shall be
permitted on the east side of River Street between
Broadway and Division Streets.

(4) Only head-in or back-in parking shall be
permitted on the north side of Division Street
between River Street and Una Avenue. (Ord. 485
§ 2(A), 2006; Ord. 253 § 2, 1969)

10.20.030 Unattended motor vehicle.
No person driving or in charge of a motor vehi-

cle shall permit it to stand unattended without first
stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing
the key and effectively setting the brake thereon
and, when standing upon any perceptible grade,
turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the
roadway. (Ord. 253 § 3, 1969)

10.20.040 Leaving unattended children in 
vehicle.

It shall be unlawful for any person, while oper-
ating or in charge of a vehicle, to park or wilfully
allow such vehicle to stand upon any public street
or alley with its motor running, leaving a minor
child or children under the age of 16 years unat-
tended therein. (Ord. 253 § 4, 1969)

10.20.050 Parking limit on Main Street.
(1) Parking Limit on Main Street. No vehicle

shall be parked on Main Street between Broadway
and Butler Streets for a period longer than two
hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
on any day except Sundays and holidays.

(2) Overtime Parking Permits. The town clerk
is empowered to issue overtime parking permits to
those who request the same at a cost of $10.00 per
day to a maximum of $25.00 total, provided:

(a) Overtime parking permits shall be effec-
tive for a maximum of six days.

(b) Overtime parking permits shall be
granted upon a showing that a vehicle must remain
for longer than two hours for efficient loading,
unloading, construction, repair, or improvement of
the property or possessions of a property owner,
operator, or resident.

(c) A copy of the permit shall be displayed in
the window of the vehicle.

(d) Any decision of the town clerk or of the
clerk’s designee with respect to the issuance,
refusal to issue, revocation, or refusal to revoke an
overtime parking permit may be appealed to the
town council by filing a notice of intent to appeal
such decision with the town clerk within 10 days of
the date of the decision being appealed. Said appeal
shall include a complete statement of the reason or
reasons that form the basis of the appeal. The deci-
sion of the town council shall be final, binding, and
conclusive, said decision being solely within the
discretion of the legislative body. (Ord. 485 § 2(B),
2006; Ord. 408 § 2, 2000; Ord. 253 § 5, 1969)

10.20.060 Parking prohibited.
No vehicle or trailer shall be parked or stopped

on any of the following streets, alleys or portions
thereof:

(1) Main Street:
(a) Between Chester Street and SR 4.
(b) North side of Main Street east of and

within 100 feet of Butler Street, except as other-
wise signed.

(2) Butler Street:
(a) Northeast side between Main Street and

Una Avenue or Division Street.
(b) Between Division Street and Una Ave-

nue.
(3) Broadway Street: south side, except one-

half hour before to one-half hour after funeral ser-
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vices at the funeral home located on Broadway
Street.

(4) Division Street: south side.
(5) River Street: west side. (Ord. 485 § 2(C),

2006; Ord. 453 § 1, 2004; Ord. 253 § 6, 1969)

10.20.070 Parallel and diagonal parking 
prohibited.

Diagonal or angle parking and parallel parking
shall be prohibited on River and Division Streets.
Only back-in or head-in parking shall be allowed.
(Ord. 485 § 2(D), 2006; Ord. 253 § 7, 1969)

10.20.080 Parking where parking spaces are 
marked.

On any street where parking spaces are marked
on the roadway, vehicles shall be permitted to park
only between the lines marking the parking spaces.
(Ord. 485 § 2(E), 2006; Ord. 253 § 8, 1969)

10.20.090 Certain truck parking prohibited.
No pickup or truck in excess of one ton load

capacity shall park on any street or alley where a
parking time limit is imposed except while
engaged in actually loading or unloading passen-
gers or merchandise. (Ord. 253 § 9, 1969)

10.20.095 Disabled parking.
(1) Any unauthorized use of a special placard

allowing special parking privileges to a person
with a disability as defined in RCW 46.16.381 is an
infraction.

(2) Unauthorized use of a disabled parking
space or making inaccessible the access aisle
located next to a space reserved for physically dis-
abled persons is an infraction. (Ord. 453 § 2, 2004)

10.20.100 Violation – Penalty.
Violation is a civil infraction. Failure to comply

with any provision of this chapter shall constitute
an infraction, and any such infraction shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than $250.00. Each vio-
lation shall be a separate and distinct offense, and
in the case of a continuing violation each day’s
continuation thereof shall constitute a separate and
distinct offense. Infractions under this chapter shall
be heard in the municipal court of the town of Cath-
lamet and the procedures for their adjudication
shall be the same as the court’s rules for the dispo-
sition of traffic infractions. (Ord. 453 § 3, 2004;
Ord. 253 § 10, 1969)

Chapter 10.25

MODEL TRAFFIC ORDINANCE

Sections:
10.25.010 Adoption by reference.
10.25.020 Sections not adopted.

10.25.010 Adoption by reference.
The “Washington Model Traffic Ordinance,”

Chapter 308-330 WAC, is hereby adopted by ref-
erence as the traffic ordinance of the town of Cath-
lamet as if set forth in full. (Ord. 363 § 1, 1994)

10.25.020 Sections not adopted.
The following sections of the MTO are not

adopted by reference and are expressly deleted:
RCW 46.90.133 relating to loading zones and
RCW 46.90.250, 46.90.500, 46.90.505, 46.90.510,
46.90.515, 46.90.520, 46.90.525, 46.90.530 and
46.90.535 relating to bicycle licenses. (Ord. 363
§ 2, 1994)
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Chapter 10.30

STANDARDS FOR ACCESS
PERMITTING ON STATE MANAGED 

ACCESS HIGHWAYS

Sections:
10.30.010 Standards for access permitting on 

state managed access highways.

10.30.010 Standards for access permitting on 
state managed access highways.

The town of Cathlamet does hereby adopt
Washington State Department of Transportation
Standards for Access Permitting on State Managed
Access Highways as contained in Chapters 468-51
and 468-52 WAC as now existing or as hereafter
amended. (Ord. 498 § 1, 2007)
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Title 12

STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES

Chapters:
Street Names
Sidewalk Obstruction
Erickson Park
Special Events
Town Dock
Park Rules and Signs
Complete Streets
Fire Apparatus Access Roads
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Chapter 12.05

STREET NAMES

Sections:
12.05.010 Naming of all public or private ways-

of-travel required.
12.05.020 Naming of extensions of existing 

ways-of-travel.
12.05.030 Prior existing designations and names.
12.05.040 Renaming.
12.05.050 Notice of proposed name changes.
12.05.060 Name choosing.

12.05.010 Naming of all public or private 
ways-of-travel required.

The town council shall, by resolution, name all
public or private ways-of-travel, now existing or
hereafter created; provided, that no name shall be
assigned to a private way-of-travel unless the same
serves two or more properties other than the tract of
which it is a portion and unless an easement has
been granted by recorded deed. When a private
way-of-travel has branches that have more than
three houses or lots on a branch, the way-of-travel
may be assigned a name. (Ord. 359 § A, 1994)

12.05.020 Naming of extensions of existing 
ways-of-travel.

Extensions of existing ways-of-travel may bear
the name and designation of the existing way-of-
travel. Those extending outside the former town
limits of the town of Cathlamet may be assigned
the Wahkiakum County designations and numbers.
(Ord. 359 § B, 1994)

12.05.030 Prior existing designations and 
names.

Ways-of-travel, designations and names exist-
ing prior to the adoption of this chapter shall
remain the same unless changed by resolution of
the town council or upon application of a majority
of persons having ownership of adjacent properties
and approval of the town council. Ways-of-travel,
names and designations called out on old plot plans
that do not conform to this chapter may be changed
to conform. (Ord. 359 § C, 1994)

12.05.040 Renaming.
Only entire way-of-travel lengths or distinct

major portions of ways-of-travel shall be sepa-
rately renamed by the town. For purposes of this

chapter, “distinct major portions” shall mean a sep-
arate portion of a way-of-travel identifiable by
either a directional shift of at least 45 degrees or an
interrupted interval of at least one-quarter mile.
(Ord. 359 § D, 1994)

12.05.050 Notice of proposed name changes.
Notice of proposed name changes shall be

mailed to all property owners on the way-of-travel
at least 20 days prior to action by the town. Such
action shall be taken after a public hearing, and the
proposal and date of hearing shall be published in
a local periodical of general circulation at least 30
days beforehand. (Ord. 359 § E, 1994)

12.05.060 Name choosing.
When choosing a name, the council shall con-

sider any applicant’s preferences, local history and
culture, location and developmental characteristics
of the way-of travel, and the impact of the change
on existing businesses or residences and on emer-
gency vehicle responsiveness. The council may
reject names which are offensive or objectionable
to the community or which could be confusing.
(Ord. 359 § F, 1994)
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Chapter 12.10

SIDEWALK OBSTRUCTION

Sections:
12.10.010 Prohibited.
12.10.020 Violation – Penalty.

12.10.010 Prohibited.
The sidewalk on Main Street between Broad-

way and Butler leading to Una Avenue may be
used for display of information, goods, and decora-
tions by the owners or operators of the facing
buildings. However, no one may obstruct the side-
walk in such a way that there is not an unobstructed
path of at least 44 inches in width remaining for
travel along the length of the sidewalk; nor may
any access to buildings or alleys be obstructed;
provided, that on Bald Eagle Day and other town
events when Main Street is closed to motor traffic
and the street is available for pedestrian travel, the
requirement of a clear 44-inch travel way along the
sidewalk shall be suspended. Access to buildings
and alleys may not be blocked in any event. (Ord.
385 § 1, 1998)

12.10.020 Violation – Penalty.
Violation of this chapter shall be a civil infrac-

tion punishable by a fine of no more than $150.00.
Each day in which a violation continues shall con-
stitute a separate infraction. (Ord. 385 § 2, 1998)

Chapter 12.15

ERICKSON PARK

Sections:
12.15.010 Scope.
12.15.020 Definitions.
12.15.030 Park closure hours.
12.15.040 Expulsion from park.
12.15.050 Violation – Penalty.
12.15.060 Enforcement officer designated.
12.15.070 Monetary penalties.
12.15.080 Failure to pay monetary penalties – 

Penalty.

12.15.010 Scope.
The provisions of this chapter govern specified

conduct within Erickson Park. For purposes of this
chapter, “Erickson Park” shall mean all land within
a rectangular parcel with boundaries as follows:

Beginning at the corner common to Sections 1,
2, 11 and 12, in Township 8 North of Range 6 West
of the Willamette Meridian; thence running south
22 degrees 57 minutes east a distance of 8.83
chains (variation of 23 degrees 15 minutes east) to
a point marked by a post which is the initial point
or place of beginning to tract herein intended to be
conveyed; thence south (variation 23 degrees east)
10 chains to a point; thence north 64 degrees 5 min-
utes west 10 chains to a point, thence south 64
degrees five minutes east 10 chains to a point,
being initial point or place of beginning, containing
10 acres, said tract being a part of the James Birnie
and Charlotte Birnie Donation Land Claim.
Reserving unto the grantor the right to occupy the
small dwelling and outbuildings in connection
therewith, which occupy an area of approximately
60 feet by 60 feet along the west boundary line of
said tract, together with full and free right of egress
and ingress thereto during his life, or as long as he
may desire to continue to reside therein, without
any charge whatsoever during his life or his occu-
pancy therein. (Ord. 415 § 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 1,
1999)

12.15.020 Definitions.
Whenever used in this chapter, the following

terms shall be defined as follows:
(1) The “director” shall mean the Cathlamet

public works director, or his designee. (Ord. 415
§ 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 2, 1999)
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12.15.030 Park closure hours.
(1) Erickson Park shall be closed during the fol-

lowing time period:
(a) Each day the park shall be closed

between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.
(b) On days when the schools of Wahkiakum

School District No. 200 are in session, the park
shall be closed to all persons under the age of 18
years, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
unless such person is under the immediate supervi-
sion of a parent, guardian, or teacher, or walking to
school from home or from school to home by the
most direct route.

(2) Park closure hours shall be posted at the
entrance of the park.

(3) No person shall enter or be present in Erick-
son Park in violation of the park closure hours
established in subsection (1) of this section. (Ord.
415 § 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 3, 1999)

12.15.040 Expulsion from park.
In addition to any other penalty that may be pro-

vided by law for a violation of this chapter, failure
by any person to comply with any provision of this
chapter shall subject the person so failing to com-
ply to immediate ejection from the park. A person
subject to ejection pursuant to this section shall
immediately leave the park when ordered to leave
by the director or a peace officer. Any person who
refuses to leave the park after being given such an
order shall be guilty of criminal trespass in the sec-
ond degree and shall be punished as provided in
RCW 9A.52.080 as now or hereafter amended.
(Ord. 415 § 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 4, 1999)

12.15.050 Violation – Penalty.
Unless otherwise specifically provided herein,

any violation of any provision of this chapter is a
civil infraction that will be heard and determined
by Cathlamet Municipal Court in accord with the
provisions of Chapter 7.80 RCW as now or hereaf-
ter amended; provided, that any violation of a rule
or regulation relating to traffic including parking,
standing, stopping, and pedestrian offenses is a
traffic infraction, except that violation of a rule or
regulation equivalent to those provisions of RCW
Title 46 set forth in RCW 46.63.020 is a misde-
meanor; provided further, that any violation of any
provision of CMC 12.15.030, CMC 12.15.040, or

CMC 12.15.080 shall constitute a misdemeanor
and shall be punished as provided in RCW
9.92.030. (Ord. 415 § 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 5, 1999)

12.15.060 Enforcement officer designated.
For the purposes of issuing a notice of civil

infraction pursuant to Chapter 7.80 RCW for viola-
tions of this chapter, the following persons are des-
ignated “enforcement officers” and are hereby
authorized to enforce the civil provisions of this
chapter: the sheriff of Wahkiakum County and his
deputies, any peace officer of the state of Washing-
ton, the director and his designee duly appointed by
the director. Only the sheriff, his deputies, and
peace officers are authorized to enforce the crimi-
nal provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 415 § 1, 2000;
Ord. 395 § 6, 1999)

12.15.070 Monetary penalties.
(1) A person found to have committed a civil

infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty
(including statutory assessments) not to exceed the
following amounts:

(a) First infraction: $75.00;
(b) Second infraction: $150.00;
(c) Third and subsequent infraction:

$300.00.
(2) There shall be an additional penalty of

$25.00 assessed for failure to respond to a notice of
civil infraction. This civil penalty shall be in addi-
tion to the criminal penalties prescribed in RCW
7.80.160 for violating a written and signed promise
to respond to a notice of civil infraction. (Ord. 415
§ 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 7, 1999)

12.15.080 Failure to pay monetary penalties – 
Penalty.

Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by the
court pursuant to this chapter and Chapter 7.80
RCW, it is immediately payable. Willful failure to
pay the penalty constitutes a misdemeanor. (Ord.
415 § 1, 2000; Ord. 395 § 8, 1999)
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Chapter 12.20

SPECIAL EVENTS

Sections:
12.20.010 Definitions.
12.20.020 Permit – Required.
12.20.030 Use of public right-of-way and special 

events.
12.20.040 Approval.
12.20.050 Fees.
12.20.060 Departmental analysis.
12.20.070 Insurance required.
12.20.080 Denial of permit.
12.20.090 Appeal.
12.20.100 Sanitation.

12.20.010 Definitions.
“Special events” include any event which is to

be conducted on public property or on a public
right-of-way; and, also, any event held on private
property which would have a direct significant
impact on traffic congestion; or traffic flow to and
from the event over public streets or rights-of-way;
or which would significantly impact the need for
town-provided emergency services such as police,
fire or medical aid. Any event on private property
which involves an open invitation to the public to
attend or events where the attendance is by private
invitation of 100 or more people are each presumed
to be an event that will have a direct significant
impact on the public streets, rights-of-way or emer-
gency services. Special events might include, but
not be limited to, fun runs, roadway foot races,
fund raising walks, auctions, bikeathons, parades,
carnivals, shows or exhibitions, filming/movie
events, circuses, block parties, markets, sporting
events and fairs. (Ord. 405 § 1, 1999)

12.20.020 Permit – Required.
(1) No person or organization shall conduct a

special event that affects the customary and ordi-
nary use of public streets, rights-of-way, sidewalks
and publicly owned property, i.e., parks, without
first having obtained a right-of-way use permit
from the town of Cathlamet.

(2) No person or entity shall perform construc-
tion, surveying, geological or any other labor, or
park or store equipment or goods in such a way as
to affect the customary and ordinary use of public
streets, rights-of-way, sidewalks and publicly

owned property, i.e., parks, without first having
obtained a right-of-way use permit from the town
of Cathlamet.

(3) A right-of-way use permit is not required
for the following:

(a) Parades, athletic events or other special
events that occur exclusively on town property and
are sponsored or conducted in full by the town of
Cathlamet. An internal review process will be con-
ducted for these events;

(b) Funerals and weddings;
(c) Groups required by law to be so assem-

bled;
(d) Gatherings of 30 or fewer people in a

town park, unless merchandise or services are
offered for sale or trade;

(e) Temporary sales conducted by busi-
nesses, such as holiday sales, grand opening sales,
or anniversary sales;

(f) Garage sales, swap meets, farmer’s mar-
kets and rummage sales;

(g) Other similar events and activities which
do not directly affect or use town services or prop-
erty;

(h) The annual Bald Eagle Fest and the
annual Wooden Boat Show. (Ord. 416 §§ 2, 3, 4,
2000; Ord. 405 § 2, 1999)

12.20.030 Use of public right-of-way and 
special events.

(1) An application for a right-of-way use permit
can be obtained at the office of the town clerk and
will be completed and submitted to the town clerk
no later than 30 days prior to the proposed event,
labor, or parking or storage of equipment or goods.
A completed application does not constitute
approval of the permit. A shorter time period may
be allowed upon a showing of good cause.

(2) A waiver of application deadline shall be
granted upon a showing of good cause or at the dis-
cretion of the mayor. The mayor shall consider an
application that is filed after the filing deadline if
there is sufficient time to process and investigate
the application and obtain police and other town
services for the event. Good cause can be demon-
strated by the applicant showing that the circum-
stances that gave rise to the permit application did
not reasonably allow the participants to file within
the time prescribed, and that the event is for the
purpose of exercising the right of free speech.
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(3) The following information shall be pro-
vided on the right-of-way use permit application:
purpose for which the permit is requested, name,
address and telephone number of the sponsoring
organization and/or individual(s), proposed effec-
tive date or dates of permit, location and hours of
operation, schedule of events, estimated atten-
dance, special facility requirements, town assis-
tance required, and other information as the town
deems reasonably necessary to determine that the
permit meets the requirements of this chapter.
(Ord. 416 §§ 1, 5, 6, 2000; Ord. 405 § 3, 1999)

12.20.040 Approval.
Based on the type of event and the event to

which town services will be required, approval of
the right-of-way use permit applications will be
made by the following authorities:

(1) Approval by Town Staff. Administrative
approval for one-day events contained on a single
site that could involve special parking arrange-
ments and hiring of police officers for crowd con-
trol and traffic control. Town staff shall include a
representative from the police, planning, public
works, parks and recreation and town clerk depart-
ments;

(2) Approval by Town Council. Multiple-day
events (four days maximum) or any event involv-
ing street closures or impacts to services town-
wide. Events lasting more than four days shall be
subject to submittal of additional information as
required by town staff;

(3) The town council will be notified of all right-
of-way use permit approvals made by the town
staff;

(4) If permits and/or coordination is required
from other agencies, i.e., Community Transit,
Department of Transportation, etc., these must be
submitted prior to the issuance of the permit. (Ord.
416 § 7, 2000; Ord. 405 § 4, 1999)

12.20.050 Fees.
There will be a $25.00 nonrefundable applica-

tion fee for a right-of-way use permit. (Ord. 416
§ 8, 2000; Ord. 405 § 5, 1999)

12.20.060 Departmental analysis.
(1) The town clerk will send copies of right-of-

way use permit applications to all pertinent town
departments for review and determination of ser-
vices required.

(2) Cost of town services, i.e., police, public
works employees, etc., for special events will be
estimated prior to the event. Additional costs
incurred will be evaluated following the comple-
tion of the event. The town may in its discretion
require a cash deposit for such costs. (Ord. 416 § 9,
2000; Ord. 405 § 6, 1999)

12.20.070 Insurance required.
The applicant is required to obtain and present

evidence of comprehensive liability insurance
naming the town of Cathlamet as an additional
insured for use of streets, public rights-of-way and
publicly owned property such as parks. The insur-
ance requirement is a minimum of $1,000,000 for
individual incidents, $2,000,000 aggregate, per
event, against all claims arising from permits
issued pursuant to this chapter. A certificate of
insurance shall be required naming the town as an
additional insured and indemnifying the town, its
officers, employees and agents from all causes of
action, claims or liabilities occurring in connection
with the permitted event. In circumstances posing
an unusual risk of liability the town may, in its dis-
cretion, increase the minimum insurance require-
ments. (Ord. 405 § 7, 1999)

12.20.080 Denial of permit.
Reasons for denial of a right-of-way use permit

include, but are not limited to:
(1) The event will disrupt traffic within the town

of Cathlamet beyond practical solution;
(2) The event will protrude into the public space

open to vehicle or pedestrian travel in such a man-
ner as to create a likelihood of endangering the
public;

(3) The event will interfere with access to emer-
gency services;

(4) The location or time of the special event will
cause undue hardship or excessive noise levels to
adjacent businesses or residents;

(5) The event will require the diversion of so
many town employees that it would unreasonably
affect other town services;

(6) The application contains incomplete or false
information;

(7) The applicant fails to provide proof of insur-
ance;

(8) The applicant fails to obtain a town business
license and/or fails to pay the right-of-way use per-
mit;
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(9) The applicant does not meet current zoning
requirements;

(10) The applicant fails to obtain local, county,
state and federal permits as required;

(11) Another permit is pending and the granting
of both would cut off a convenient detour or other-
wise cause congestion such that the combined
effects of both will cause unwarranted hindrance to
the public right-of-way. (Ord. 416 § 10, 2000; Ord.
405 § 8, 1999)

12.20.090 Appeal.
The applicant has the right to appeal any denial

of a right-of-way use permit to the town council.
(Ord. 416 § 11, 2000; Ord. 405 § 9, 1999)

12.20.100 Sanitation.
(1) A right-of-way use permit may be issued

only after adequate waste disposal facilities have
been identified and obtained by the applicant. The
permittee is required to clean all permitted public
and private properties and the right-of-way of rub-
bish and debris, returning it to its pre-event condi-
tion.

(2) If the permittee fails to clean up such refuse,
the cleanup will be arranged by the town and the
costs charged to the permittee. (Ord. 416 § 12,
2000; Ord. 405 § 10, 1999)

Chapter 12.25

TOWN DOCK

Sections:
12.25.010 Violation.
12.25.020 Overnight moorage permits.
12.25.030 No swimming or diving.
12.25.040 Penalty.

12.25.010 Violation.
No boat shall be moored overnight at the town

dock without a permit. (Ord. 436 § 1, 2002)

12.25.020 Overnight moorage permits.
The town clerk is empowered to issue overnight

moorage permits to those who request the same,
provided:

(1) No permit may be issued permitting over-
night moorage for more than three consecutive
nights.

(2) Overnight moorage permits shall be granted
upon a showing that a vessel must remain moored
overnight for purposes of efficient loading or
unloading, out of mechanical or other necessity,
due to hazardous weather conditions, for commer-
cial purposes such as the conducting of tours or
exhibitors, or for purposes of political, religious, or
educational exhibits, rallies, or assemblies.

(3) If the purpose for which the vessel must
remain moored is commercial, then the clerk shall
charge an amount equal to 150 percent of the fee
that would be charged according to the then effec-
tive rate at the Wahkiakum Marina, Wahkiakum
County Port District.

(4) A copy of the permit shall be prominently
displayed on the boat.

(5) Any decision of the town clerk or the clerk’s
designee with respect to the issuance, refusal to
issue, revocation, or refusal to revoke an overtime
moorage permit may be appealed to the town coun-
cil by filing a notice of intent to appeal such deci-
sion with the town clerk within 10 days of the date
of the decision being appealed. Said notice of
appeal shall include a complete statement of the
reason or reasons that form the basis of the appeal.
The decision of the town council shall be final,
binding and conclusive, said decision being solely
within the discretion of the legislative body. (Ord.
436 § 2, 2002)
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12.25.030 No swimming or diving.
(1) It is declared that public access to waters

from the town dock is declared to be dangerous to
the health and safety of swimmers by reason of
strong currents, cold water temperatures, and the
presence of large barges frequently moored nearby.

(2) The public works superintendent or his des-
ignee shall place signs prohibiting swimming or
diving from the town dock. The signs must be of
such size and character to bring attention to the fact
that swimming and diving from the dock are pro-
hibited by town ordinance.

(3) No person shall dive or otherwise enter the
water from the town dock or swim in the area
beyond the dock for a distance of 100 feet from the
dock. (Ord. 554, 2012)

12.25.040 Penalty.
Violation of this chapter shall be an infraction

punishable by a fine of up to $100.00 for the first
offense and $250.00 for the second and each sub-
sequent offense. In the case of continuous mooring,
each day shall constitute a separate offense. (Ord.
554, 2012; Ord. 436 § 3, 2002. Formerly
12.25.030)

Chapter 12.30

PARK RULES AND SIGNS

Sections:
12.30.010 Park rules.
12.30.020 Park signs.

12.30.010 Park rules.
The following park rules shall be installed in

Erickson Park, Strong Park, and any future parks
created, on signs in substantially the following
form:

WELCOME TO THE TOWN OF
CATHLAMET’S PARK (2'' gothic)

For the benefit of all park users please observe 
the following rules: (1'' gothic)

1. Park Hours: Sunrise to Dusk unless other-
wise posted. (3/4'' gothic)

2. Remove your trash and place litter in con-
tainer(s) provided.

3. Respect the rights of others by avoiding loud
noises, stereos, etc.

4. Report damage, vandalism, etc., to Town
Hall (360-795-3203).

5. Report crime, destructive behavior, or public
safety concerns (9-1-1).

6. No alcohol, illegal drugs, weapons, or fire-
works in the parks.

7. Cooking allowed only in the designated bar-
becue area at Erickson Pavilion. Open fires are
NOT allowed.

8. Dogs must be leashed and under control at
all times.

9. Remove “deposits” left by your dog.

10. No dumping of trash or debris.

11. No golfing or model airplane flying.

12. No motor vehicles in unauthorized areas.

13. Do not remove, damage or destroy park
property or plants.

14. Do not display vehicles for sale.
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15. Walk bikes on park pathways.

16. Skateboarding only on the skate facility at
Erickson Park.

17. Permits are required for special events,
group picnics, classes, etc.

18. Please contact Town Hall at 360-795-3203
for information, permits, or to provide com-
ments on how to improve our parks.

Enjoy your visit.

(Ord. 505 § 1, 2008)

12.30.020 Park signs.
Two signs containing said rules shall be posted

at each of the town’s parks. (Ord. 505 § 1, 2008)

Chapter 12.35

COMPLETE STREETS

Sections:
12.35.010 Purpose.
12.35.020 Complete streets principles.
12.35.030 Exceptions.
12.35.040 Intent.

12.35.010 Purpose.
Public works will plan for, design and construct

all new town transportation improvement projects
to provide appropriate accommodation for pedes-
trians, bicyclists and persons of all abilities, while
promoting safe operation for all users, as provided
below. (Ord. 585 § 1, 2016)

12.35.020 Complete streets principles.
Public works will incorporate complete streets

principles into the department’s transportation
strategic plan, shoreline master plan, parks and rec-
reation plan and other public works plans, manuals,
rules, regulations and programs, as appropriate.
(Ord. 585 § 1, 2016)

12.35.030 Exceptions.
Except in unusual or extraordinary circum-

stances, complete streets principles will not apply:
(1) To street repair made due to utility activities

or pothole repairs;
(2) To ordinary maintenance activities

designed to keep assets in serviceable condition
(e.g., mowing, cleaning, sweeping, spot repair and
surface treatments such as chip seal and overlay);

(3) Where the mayor or public works liaison
issues a documented determination concluding that
application of complete street principles is not nec-
essary:

(a) Where nonmotorized use is not practical,
is contrary to public safety, or is prohibited;

(b) The cost of accommodation is exces-
sively disproportionate to the need or probable use;
or

(c) Where other available means or factors
indicate an absence of current or future need. (Ord.
585 § 1, 2016)



12.35.040

12.40.010

12.40.010

Intent.
Complete streets may be achieved through sin-

gle projects or incrementally through a series of
small improvements or maintenance activities
over time. It is the mayor’s and council’s intent
that all sources of transportation funding be drawn
upon to implement complete streets. The town be-
lieves that maximum financial flexibility is im-
portant to implement complete streets principles.
(Ord. 585 § 1, 2016)

Chapter 12.40

FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS

Sections:
Fire apparatus access roads.

Fire apparatus access roads.
(1) Section 503 of the 2015 International Fire

Code is hereby adopted except as hereinafter
amended.

(2) Section 503 of the 2015 International Fire
Code as adopted by this chapter is amended to read
as follows:

503.1 Where required. Fire apparatus ac-
cess roads shall be provided and main-
tained in accordance with sections 503.1.1
through 503.1.3 and/or local street, road
and access standards as determined by the
fire marshal.

503.1.1 Buildings and facilities.

Approved fire apparatus access roads shall
be provided for every facility, building or
portion of a building hereafter constructed
or moved into or within the jurisdiction. The
fire apparatus access road shall comply
with the requirements of this section and
shall extend to within 150 feet (45 720mm)
of all portions of the facility and all portions
of the exterior walls of the first story of the
building as measured by an approved route
around the exterior of the building or facility.

Exception: The fire marshal is authorized to
increase the dimension of 150 feet (45 720
mm) where any of the following occur:

1.1 The building is equipped throughout
with an approved automatic sprinkler sys-
tem installed in accordance with Sections
903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3 of the International
Fire Code.

1.2 Fire apparatus access roads cannot be
installed because of location of property,
topography, waterways, nonnegotiable
grades or other similar conditions, and an
approved alternative means of fire protec-
tion is provided.
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1.3 There are not more than two Group R-3
or Group U occupancies.

503.1.2 Additional access. The fire marshal
is authorized to require more than one fire
apparatus access road based on the poten-
tial for impairment of a single road by vehi-
cle congestion, condition of terrain, climatic
conditions or other factors that could limit
access.

503.1.3 High-piled storage. Fire department
vehicle access to buildings used for high-
piled combustible storage shall comply with
the applicable provisions of Chapter 32 of
the International Fire Code.

503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access
roads shall be installed and arranged in ac-
cordance with the following:

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access
roads shall have an unobstructed width of
not less than 20 feet (6096 mm), exclusive
of shoulders, except for approved security
gates in accordance with Appendix D Sec-
tion d103.5, and an unobstructed vertical
clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches
(4115 mm).

503.2.2 Authority. The fire marshal shall
have the authority to require an increase in
the minimum access widths where they are
inadequate for fire or rescue operations or
where necessary to meet public safety ob-
jectives.

503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access
roads shall be designed and maintained to
support the imposed loads of fire apparatus
and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-
weather driving capabilities.

503.2.4 Turning radius. The required turn-
ing radius of a fire apparatus access road
shall be determined by the fire marshal.

503.2.5 Dead ends. Dead-end fire appara-
tus access roads in excess of 150 feet (45
720 mm) in length shall be provided with an
approved area for turning around fire appa-
ratus.

503.2.6 Bridges and elevated surfaces.
Where a bridge or an elevated surface is

part of a fire apparatus access road, the
bridge shall be constructed and maintained
in accordance with AASHTO HB-17.
Bridges and elevated surfaces shall be de-
signed for a live load sufficient to carry the
imposed loads of fire apparatus. Vehicle
load limits shall be posted at both entrances
to bridges where required by the fire mar-
shal. Where elevated surfaces designed for
emergency vehicle use are adjacent to sur-
faces that are not designed for such use,
approved barriers, approved signs or both
shall be installed and maintained where re-
quired by the fire marshal.

503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire appa-
ratus access road shall be within the lim-
its established by the fire marshal based on
the fire department's apparatus.

503.2.8 Angles of approach and departure.
The angles of approach and departure for
fire apparatus access roads shall be within
the limits established by the fire marshal
based on the fire department's apparatus.

503.3 Marking. Where required by the fire
marshal, approved signs or other approved
notices or markings that include the words
NO PARKING—FIRE LANE shall be pro-
vided for fire apparatus access roads to
identify such roads or prohibit the obstruc-
tion thereof. The means by which fire lanes
are designated shall be maintained in a
clean and legible condition at all times and
be replaced or repaired when necessary to
provide adequate visibility.

503.4 Obstruction of fire apparatus access
roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall
not be obstructed in any manner, including
the parking of vehicles. The minimum
widths and clearances established in
503.2.1 and 503.2.2 shall be maintained at
all times.

503.4.1 Traffic calming devices. Traffic
calming devices shall be prohibited unless
approved by the fire marshal.

503.5 Required gates or barricades. The
fire marshal is authorized to require instal-
lation and maintenance of gates or other
approved barricades across fire apparatus
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access roads, trails or other accessways,
not including public streets, alleys or high-
ways. Electric gate operators, where pro-
vided, shall be listed in accordance with UL
325. Gates intended for automatic opera-
tion shall be designated, constructed and
installed to comply with the requirements of
ASTM F 2200.

503.5.1 Secured gates and barricades.
Where required, gates and barricades shall
be secured in an approved manner. Roads,
trails and other accessways that have been
closed and obstructed in the manner pre-
scribed by Section 503.5 shall not be tres-
passed on or used unless authorized by the
owner and the fire marshal.

503.5.2 Exception: The restriction on use
shall not apply to public officers acting
within the scope of duty.

503.6 Security gates. The installation of se-
curity gates across a fire apparatus access
road shall be approved by the fire marshal.
Where security gates are installed, they
shall have an approved means of emer-
gency operation. The security gates and the
emergency operation shall be maintained
operational at all times. Electric gate oper-
ators, where provided, shall be listed in ac-
cordance with UL 325. Gates intended for
automatic operation shall be designed, con-
structed and installed to comply with the re-
quirements of ASTM F 2200.

(Ord. 597 § 8, 2017)
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Title 13

PUBLIC UTILITIES
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13.05 Definitions
13.10 General Provisions
13.15 Utility Rates and Billing Procedure
13.20 Utility Tax Applicable
13.25 Water Service Connection
13.30 Water Fluoridation
13.35 Water Use Regulations
13.40 Water Conservation Measures
13.45 Safety and Damage Prevention Requirements
13.50 Cross Connections
13.55 Water Connections in Floodplains
13.60 Latecomer Fees
13.65 General Sewer/Wastewater Facilities Plan
13.70 Building Sewers
13.75 Sewer Development Fees for County-Financed Development
13.80 Operation and Maintenance of Sewage Treatment Works
13.85 Repealed
13.90 Water and Sewer Reserve Funds
13.95 Water and Sewer Rates
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Chapter 13.05

DEFINITIONS

Sections:
13.05.010 Definitions.

13.05.010 Definitions.
The following words, when used in this title,

shall have the following meanings unless defined
differently in another chapter or section, in which
case the definitions imposed in such other chapter
or section will apply only to that chapter or section,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) “Apartment house” means any building, or
portion thereof, which is designed, built, rented,
leased, let out, or hired out to be occupied as the
home or residence of three or more families living
independently and doing their respective cooking
in the said building.

(2) “Commercial unit” means any building or
facility used for any purpose other than dwelling,
except industrial.

(3) “Control agency” means any governmental
agency, entity, or jurisdiction empowered by law to
license, regulate, or otherwise control the town’s
drinking water and wastewater systems, facilities,
and operations, including but not limited to intake,
distribution, storage, treatment, and discharge into
receiving waters or other disposal methods.

(4) “Developed” means that condition of real
property altered from its natural state by the addi-
tion to or construction of such property of impervi-
ous ground cover or other manmade physical
improvements such that the hydrology of the prop-
erty or portion thereof is affected.

(5) “Duplex” means a house which has accom-
modations for two families to live independently
and do their cooking independently of each other.

(6) “Dwelling unit” means one room or a suite
of two or more rooms, designed for or used by one
family or housekeeping unit for living and sleeping
purposes and having one kitchen. Each unit shall
provide a complete independent living space for
one or more persons, including permanent facilities
for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

(7) “Equivalent dwelling unit (EDU)” means
any residential or nonresidential use which has
been found to place a demand on the town’s sewer-
age system or water system approximately equal to
the demand thereon by a single-family dwelling.

(8) “House connection” is defined as the pipe
from the meter to the point of use.

(9) “Hotel” means any building containing
three or more guest rooms intended or designed to
be used, or which are used, rented or hired out to be
occupied, or which are occupied, for sleeping pur-
poses by guests.

(10) “Impervious groundcover” means those
hard-surfaced areas either which prevent or retard
the entry of water into the soil in the manner that
such water entered the soil under natural conditions
preexistent to development, or which cause water
to run off the surface in greater quantities or at an
increased rate of flow than that present under natu-
ral conditions preexistent to development, includ-
ing without limitation such surfaces as rooftops,
asphalt or concrete sidewalks, paving, driveways
and parking lots, walkways, patio areas, storage
areas, and gravel, oiled macadam or other surfaces
which similarly affect the natural infiltration or
runoff patterns existing prior to development.

(11) “Industrial user” means a nongovernmen-
tal user of the town water and/or wastewater sys-
tems identified in the Standards Industrial
Classification Manual, 1972, United States Office
of Management and Budget, as amended and sup-
plemented, under the following divisions:

(a) Division A: Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fishing;

(b) Division B: Mining;
(c) Division D: Manufacturing;
(d) Division E: Transportation, Communica-

tions, Electric, Gas, and Sanitary Services; and
(e) Division I: Services.

A user in these divisions may be excluded from
the industrial user category if the public works
superintendent determines that the user will dis-
charge predominantly domestic wastes and wastes
from sanitary conveniences.

(12) “Industrial waste” means any liquid, solid
or gaseous material or combination thereof result-
ing from any process of industry, manufacturing,
commercial, food processing, business, agricul-
ture, trade or research, including, but not limited to,
development, recovering or processing of natural
resources and:

(a) Has a concentration of biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD) and suspended solids (SS) in
excess of 200 milligrams per liter per average work
day; or
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(b) Has a discharge containing cadmium,
chromium, copper, lead, zinc, silver or similar
toxic substances; or

(c) Is found by the town, State Department of
Ecology or United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to have a significant impact on the
wastewater treatment system; or

(d) Has a discharge flow of 10,000 gallons or
more per average work day based on water use reg-
istered at the meter. Discharge flow from nonme-
tered sources, such as rain catchment, shall be
calculated by a formula to be determined by the
State Department of Ecology.

(13) “Multiple-family (multifamily) dwelling”
means a building or portion thereof designed or
used as a residence by two or more families and
containing two or more dwelling units.

(14) “Plan” means a storm drainage utility plan
created by ordinance of the town.

(15) “Public works superintendent” means the
person responsible for managing the water and
sewer programs and rules set forth in this title, in
addition to other public streets, roads, buildings,
facilities, grounds, and properties owned by the
town of Cathlamet.

(16) “Service connection” is defined as the
pipe, meter and water facilities from the town main
or branch line to the outlet side of the meter.

(17) Shall and May. “Shall” is mandatory and
“may” is permissive.

(18) “Single-family dwelling” means a build-
ing designed or used for residential purposes by not
more than one family and containing one dwelling
unit only, including mobile homes when not
located in a mobile home park and including con-
dominium units subject to fee simple ownership,
and excluding multiple-family dwellings, apart-
ments and motels.

(19) “Special user” means any customer con-
nected to the sewer system whose discharges meet
or exceed the volumes and chemical characteristics
controlled by CMC 13.70.510, and who must apply
for a special use permit from the public works
superintendent.

(20) “Town” means the town of Cathlamet,
Washington, a duly incorporated municipal corpo-
ration of the state of Washington, situated in Wah-
kiakum County. (Ord. 568, 2013; Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

Chapter 13.10

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections:
13.10.010 Applicability.
13.10.020 Utility connections – Applications.
13.10.030 Utility connections – Linkage to 

specific building permit.
13.10.040 Utility connections – Expiration.
13.10.050 Connection to utilities.
13.10.060 New construction – Water/sewer 

connection fees.
13.10.065 Utility tax.

13.10.010 Applicability.
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all

connections to the utilities of the town of Cath-
lamet as addressed in this title. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.10.020 Utility connections – Applications.
(1) All persons, firms and prospective users

desiring to purchase capacity from the town of
Cathlamet water, sewer, and utility systems shall
first make application therefor on forms to be fur-
nished by the town.

(2) The applicant shall state the purposes for
which the utility capacity may be required and
shall agree, as a condition for the use of the utility,
to conform to the rules and regulations provided in
this title and to such other rules and regulations as
the council may adopt from time to time.

(3) No service shall be rendered until a prospec-
tive customer has signed the prescribed applica-
tion. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.10.030 Utility connections – Linkage to 
specific building permit.

No new connection to any utility addressed by
this title shall be issued unless it is:

(1) Specifically for and in conjunction with a
building permit application in accordance with the
Cathlamet development code; or

(2) Specifically for service to an existing struc-
ture necessitating service under any provision of
this title; or

(3) Necessary to abate any specific health threat
or to alleviate any general threat to the health,
safety or general welfare of the community. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)
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13.10.040 Utility connections – Expiration.
(1) Any connection to any utility governed by

this title shall expire one year from the date of
approval unless:

(a) It has been activated and is a currently
maintained utility account with the town; or

(b) Was issued in conjunction with a build-
ing permit that is still active and valid under the
provision of CMC Title 15.

(2) If an active utility account is not kept cur-
rent under the town’s utility billing practices for a
period of one year, it shall be considered aban-
doned and any system capacity attributed to such a
connection shall revert to the town.

(3) The provisions of subsection (2) of this sec-
tion shall not apply to residences subject to foreclo-
sure or probate proceedings. (Ord. 582 § 1, 2016;
Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.10.050 Connection to utilities.
(1) No buildings or structures in the town of

Cathlamet shall be occupied or used for dwellings
or residential purposes unless such buildings or
structures are provided with adequate water and
sanitation facilities. Any buildings or structures

shall be deemed to have adequate water facilities if
the same are connected with the Cathlamet water
system, and shall be deemed to have adequate san-
itation facilities if the same are connected to the
town sewer system. 

(2) It is unlawful for any person, firm, organiza-
tion or corporation to operate or conduct any busi-
ness, shop, store or establishment where members
of the public, customers, shoppers or purchasers
enter in or upon the premises, shop, place of busi-
ness, or business establishment used in the conduct
or operation of such business without having avail-
able upon and at the premises or place of business
water, lavatory and adequate sanitary and sewage
facilities as determined by the public works super-
intendent. 

(3) The town’s building official shall not issue
certificates of occupancy until the public works
superintendent has determined that this section has
been complied with. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.10.060 New construction – Water/sewer 
connection fees.

The town of Cathlamet hereby sets the follow-
ing fees for water and sewer connections:

*NOTE: Sewer connections made to the interlocal agreement between the town and Wahkiakum County governing the Boege Road
sewer extension are subject to both a town connection fee of either $100.00 if prior to January 1, 2015, or $5,000 if on or after January
1, 2015, plus a $3,000 county system development fee, pursuant to CMC 13.75.020 and 13.75.030.

(Ord. 569, 2013)

13.10.065 Utility tax.
In addition to water and sewer charges imposed

herein, there is added to the water and sewer bill of
each customer in town or outside town a charge

equal to the utility tax imposed under Chapter 3.85
CMC (currently six percent), or as hereafter
amended. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Effective January 1, 2015
Water Sewer Water Sewer

In Town: $100.00 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

$100.00 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

$3,000 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

$3,000 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

Out of Town: $100.00 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

$100.00 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials*

$5,000 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

$5,000 plus cost 
of labor and 
materials

Water Deposit: $300.00, as specified in CMC 13.15.005
New Connection: $100.00, as specified in CMC 13.25.040 (turn-on fee)
Existing Disconnect/
Reconnect: 

$30.00, as referenced in CMC 13.15.030 (service charge)

Building Sewer Permit: $25.00, as specified in CMC 13.80.320
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Chapter 13.15

UTILITY RATES AND BILLING
PROCEDURE

Sections:
Deposit.
Establishing of rates – Review.
Rate information.
Billing.
Water Cumulative Reserve Fund 402
and Sewer Cumulative Reserve Fund
403.
Responsibility for billing.
Application of payments.
Minimum monthly charge.
Multiple real property ownership.
Adjustment of utility bills.
Liens and claims against property for
delinquent accounts.
Termination of water service.

Deposit.
The town shall charge the following deposit fees

for setting up each utility account when it is estab-
lished and when changed from time to time:

For each water-only account: $100.00.
For each water-sewer account: $300.00.
The council may adjust the deposit amount by

ordinance as it deems necessary. The town may
require returning customers who left an outstand-
ing balance on their accounts to pay their previous
balance, plus penalties and interest pursuant to its
policies, and to provide a double security deposit,
as a condition for providing water or water-sewer
service. The deposit fee will be refunded after one
year of timely payment of utility bills in full to the
town, with the refund automatically issued as an
account credit; or, the deposit fee will be refunded
upon account closure; provided, that the account is
in good standing with no arrearages due the town,
whichever occurs first. (Ord. 582 § 2, 2016; Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

Establishing of rates – Review.
The town shall establish the rates to be charged

for each utility. Town staff shall review the utility
rates set on an annual basis and submit recommen-
dations to the town council. Recommendations
shall be reviewed and the rates may be amended

by the town council on all utility rates to allow for
inflation, cost changes, or any other lawful consid-
eration if it deems advisable.

Unless specified otherwise by resolution or or-
dinance approved by the town council following
such review, utility rates specified in CMC
13.95.010, 13.95.020, 13.95.030, and 13.95.040
shall be adjusted annually, as of the December us-
age period, to be reflected on the first billing state-
ment in January, commencing with the December
2018 usage period. Utility rates automatically ad-
justed shall be adjusted by the same percentage as
the annual percentage change published by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics for September of the prior
year for the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U, all
items, West Region, index period 1982-84=100),
or if discontinued, the then-published CPI closest
thereto. (For example, an automatic adjustment to
be implemented for 2019 would be based upon
the annual West Region CPI-U, all items, for the
12 months ended September 2018.) (Ord. 601 § 5,
2017)

Rate information.
Rates, connection charges, and systems devel-

opment charges shall be kept on file by the town
clerk-treasurer at Town Hall and made available to
the public upon request. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Billing.
(1) All utility bills for water and sewer service

shall be rendered monthly and shall be called town
utilities in this title.

(2) All utility bills are due and payable in full
on the fifth day of the month approximately one
month after the closing date reflected on the
billing. (For example, whether the closing date
is January 31st or February 3rd, charges are due
March 5th.) If the fifth falls on a weekend or a le-
gal holiday recognized by the town, charges are
due and payable the following business day. If
payment is not received in a timely manner, the
unpaid bill shall become delinquent and a termina-
tion notice shall be given, informing the customer
that termination of service shall occur no sooner
than 10 days from the date of mailing of the no-
tice of termination of service. Water service may
be terminated when any portion of the utility bill
is unpaid and delinquent. A late charge shall be
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13.15.035

13.15.040

13.15.045

13.15.050

13.15.060

levied against any customer who becomes delin-
quent, which shall be not less than $30.00 for wa-
ter service only, $30.00 for sewer service only, and
$30.00 for water and sewer service accounts. A
delinquent balance may bear interest as allowed by
state law in an amount set by the town council.

(3) A notice of hearing shall be included on the
termination notice given to the customer, as re-
quired by CMC 13.15.090. In those cases where
billing is sent to an occupant not a property owner,
termination notice shall be sent to the property
owner as well as the tenant. If a hearing is re-
quested by the utility customer within five busi-
ness days of mailing of the notice, the hearing shall
be arranged in accordance with CMC 13.15.090.
Service shall not be terminated until after the date
of any hearing. A service charge pursuant to CMC
13.10.060 shall be levied for termination notices
which must be paid, prior to reconnection.

(4) Utility services will not be made available
to any person or property for which delinquent
payments are owed until said payments are made
or arrangements satisfactory to the town are docu-
mented in writing.

(5) Sewer charges will continue even if the wa-
ter service has been terminated and are subject to a
$30.00 late fee. (Ord. 598 § 1, 2017; Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

Water Cumulative Reserve Fund
402 and Sewer Cumulative Reserve
Fund 403.

The separate special fund maintained for each
utility and formally designated as an “enterprise
fund” for each of said utilities are hereby renamed
Water Cumulative Reserve Fund 402 and Sewer
Cumulative Reserve Fund 403. Such utilities con-
sist of water, sewer, and drainage. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

Responsibility for billing.
All utility bills, including water and sewer

billings, shall be the responsibility of the property
owner for purposes of liens which may be assessed
by the town of Cathlamet as provided in this chap-
ter. However, utility billings may be sent to the
tenants or residents of commercial or residential
property under the following conditions:

(1) A deposit has been made by the tenant
(CMC 13.15.005), a current address of the owner
of real property is maintained with the town of
Cathlamet, which is the responsibility of the
owner, and any changes in the residents or tenants
of the property are made known to the town by the
owner.

(2) Such billing, once sent to the tenant or
agent, will become the responsibility of the tenant
or agent as well as the property owner, and each
can be held jointly and severally liable for such
billing.

(3) The owner and tenant, or agent, shall sign
an application form, giving their consents for the
utility service to be billed as provided in this sec-
tion, and giving the address of each. Such form
shall contain notification of the right of hearing on
termination of utilities and a copy of such form
shall be provided to both the owner of the real
property and the tenant or resident of the real prop-
erty. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Application of payments.
Payments, when received, shall be applied by

date in the following sequence: penalties, fees,
sewer, and water. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Minimum monthly charge.
Unless a utility is abandoned under CMC

13.10.040, the minimum monthly charges for all
services will apply. A minimum monthly fee will
be charged for each utility. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Multiple real property ownership.
In the case of multiple real property ownership,

one person shall be designated by the property
owners to receive the water and sewer bill. Such
person may be an association or managing group.
Owners and/or landlords will receive a copy of the
tenant’s billing. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Adjustment of utility bills.
(1) The mayor, or his designee, is empowered

to resolve billing disputes up to $100.00 upon re-
ceipt of a written request to do so from a town
utility customer. Upon receipt of such notice from
the customer, the mayor, or his designee, shall re-
view the bill with the customer to see if the amount
is justly owed. The customer shall have the right
to have a meeting to bring forth reasons and ev-
idence why such bill should not be due and ow-
ing. All disputes not resolved by the mayor may be
appealed to the council at the next regular coun-
cil meeting following the mayor’s decision. The
council’s decision shall be final.

(2) Utility customers are allowed an adjustment
to their water utility bill due to undetected leaks.
If the applicant states that there was a faulty pipe
and/or fixture on the customer’s premises which
caused a large consumption of water, the existence
of a faulty pipe and/or fixture shall be verified by
inspection by public works employees, and/or by
documentary and/or photographic proof supplied
by the customer. If it is established by inspection
or documentation that such faulty pipe and/or fix-
ture has been repaired, a reduction of the bill for
a single billing cycle to an amount that is the av-
erage of the same three months of the prior year’s
billings shall be made, the amount not to exceed
$300.00 in any case. The reduction provided for
this section shall not be allowed if such excess wa-
ter consumption is due to a customer’s neglect or
continued failure to repair the faulty pipe and/or
fixture. Such a reduction in billing shall be per-
mitted only two times in any calendar decade for
any property (two reductions per decade per me-
tered account, regardless of the customer respon-
sible for the account). Each calendar decade shall
begin January 1st of the year ending in zero and
end December 31st of the year ending in nine
(for example, January 1, 2010, through December
31, 2019; January 1, 2020, through December 31,
2029; and so on), with the date of each reduction
based upon the date the application is received by
the town.

(3) The application by the customer shall be on
the forms provided by the town. (Ord. 593, 2017;
Ord. 582 § 3, 2016; Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Liens and claims against property
for delinquent accounts.

(1) Water Service. All delinquent rates and
charges for water service furnished and for a con-
nection with the water, together with the penalties
and interest thereon as provided in CMC
13.15.030, shall become a claim against the prop-
erty to which such service is furnished or such
connection is made. The town’s collection proce-
dure shall conform to RCW 35.21.150, 35.21.217,
35.21.290, and 35.21.300, as amended, which are
adopted herein and made a part of this title. Future
changes to these codes by the legislature will be
adopted without further changes to this chapter by
ordinance.

(2) Sewer Service. All delinquent rates and
charges for sewer service furnished and for a con-
nection to the sewer system, together with the
penalties and interest thereon, shall become a lien
upon the property to which such sewer service
is furnished or such connection made. Enforce-
ment of such lien or liens shall be in a manner
authorized under RCW 35.67.200, 67.21.210,
35.67.215, and 35.21.300, as amended, which are
adopted herein and made a part of this title. Future
changes to these codes by the legislature will be
adopted without further changes to this chapter by
ordinance. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Termination of water service.
As an additional and concurrent method of en-

forcing the lien of the town for the charges referred
to in CMC 13.15.080(1) or any other sewer
charges, the town may terminate the water service
from the premises to which such services were fur-
nished or remove that water meter thereon, and
such water service shall remain terminated until all
such charges plus penalties and interest thereon,
together with the charges provided for in the water
rate schedule for turning the water off and turning
the water on or reinstalling such water meter, shall
have been paid. Utility services shall be terminated
using the following procedure:

(1) If requested by the customer as provided in
CMC 13.15.030, a hearing by the mayor or his de-
signee shall be held not more than five business
days after receipt of the request from the customer.
The customer shall have the right to come to said
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hearing and present evidence why such utilities
should not be terminated.

(2) Any hearing under this chapter shall be con-
ducted during normal business hours, on an infor-
mal basis. A record of the hearing, including the
date of hearing, who was present, and the findings
made as to whether or not the bill was justly owing
and the reasons therefor shall be made in writing.
The written finding shall be filed on the town util-
ity system record.

(3) Whenever notice of termination is required
under this chapter for utility termination, such no-
tice shall inform the customer of his or her right to
a hearing, the current phone number and address
of Town Hall where a hearing may be requested,
the normal business hours to phone in for a hear-
ing, and the time periods involved if the hearing is
requested as to utility termination. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)
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Chapter 13.20

UTILITY TAX APPLICABLE

Sections:
13.20.010 Utility tax applicable.

13.20.010 Utility tax applicable.
Utility services provided pursuant to this title

are subject to all applicable sections of Chapter
3.85 CMC governing the town utility tax. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

Chapter 13.25

WATER SERVICE CONNECTION

Sections:
13.25.010 Service connections.
13.25.015 Water service – Connection.
13.25.020 Installation and maintenance 

responsibilities of customer.
13.25.030 Metered services.
13.25.040 Connection fees.
13.25.050 Service outside town limits.
13.25.060 Acquiring water during emergency – 

Metering requirements – Billing.
13.25.070 Fire service.

13.25.010 Service connections.
Each residence or family dwelling unit, each

commercial or individual customer and each public
or private building not otherwise classified shall
have a separate service connection to the public
service as approved by the public works superin-
tendent. A “family dwelling unit” is defined as a
single unit having water use facilities equivalent in
extent to a normal dwelling. Multiple-dwelling
units with more than two units, such as rooming
houses or boardinghouses or apartment houses,
auto courts, hotels, rest homes, or trailer camps or
condominiums, which have community water use
facilities may be served by a single service, subject
to the provisions of the water rate schedule. It shall
be unlawful for any person whose premises are
supplied with water from the town mains to furnish
water to additional premises. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.015 Water service – Connection.
The town will maintain all existing service con-

nections, including the meter facilities, subject to
the regulations hereinafter included. The house
connection shall be installed and maintained by the
customer at his own expense and in accordance
with the standards established by the town public
works department. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.020 Installation and maintenance 
responsibilities of customer.

(1) The customer shall, at his own risk and
expense, furnish, install and maintain in safe con-
dition all equipment that may be required for
receiving, controlling and utilizing water as the
house connection. The public works department
shall not be responsible for any loss or damage
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caused by the improper installation, maintenance,
wrong acts, or negligence of the customer or any of
his tenants, agents, employees, contractors or lic-
ensees, in installing, maintaining, using or operat-
ing such equipment.

(2) The town shall not be responsible for any
damage to property caused by spigots, faucets,
valves, and other equipment that may be opened, or
to water heaters or other appliances which may be
powered, when service is turned on at the meter in
the original installation, or when restoration of ser-
vice is made after a temporary shutdown. 

(3) The public works department shall have the
right to order the installation of check valves on
any service where it shall determine it to be neces-
sary to protect the water system against hot water
or contaminated or stagnated water backing into
the town mains. The number, location and type of
check valves to be used shall be fixed and approved
by the water department. The public works depart-
ment shall have the power to disconnect any ser-
vice if the installation of check valve or valves has
not been made within 10 days after written notice
has been served. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.030 Metered services.
(1) Each service shall be separately metered.

Charges for all water use shall be on a metered rate
basis as determined by the classification of the ser-
vice and the applicable rate schedule.

(2) The public works department will furnish,
install and maintain a service of such size and loca-
tion as the applicant may reasonably request from
its water distribution main to the property line, or
to the easement right-of-way line. Cost of a new
service connection shall be as provided in the rate
schedule.

(3) The meters, whether installed on town or
private property, shall be the property of the town.
The applicant, as a condition of his contract for
water service, guarantees access to the meter for
purposes of reading and maintenance thereof.

(4) No service shall be turned on or off except
by an authorized agent of the public works depart-
ment. The superintendent may authorize a plumber
licensed by the state of Washington to turn a ser-
vice off or on. A property owner may turn off a
water service on the customer’s side of the meter in
case of an actual emergency.

(5) The owner or occupant of premises served
from the municipal water system shall be responsi-
ble for all leaks or damages on account of leaks
from the service pipe from the town’s stop cock or
meter to the premises served. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.040 Connection fees.
(1) A connection fee of $100.00 shall be levied

and collected by the town for any new develop-
ment, expansion of use, change of occupancy, or
increase in meter size that is found to place addi-
tional demand on the town’s water system pursuant
to CMC 13.10.060. 

(2) Persons or firms connecting to water mains
or lines or related facilities which have been spe-
cially constructed at a cost paid by the town, but
not pursuant to local improvement district bonds or
through developer funding, which connection shall
go to the improvement of the property of the person
or firm’s connection to said water line, shall pay a
cost reimbursement fee to the town based on said
person or firm’s proportionate share of the costs
incurred by the town. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.050 Service outside town limits.
The public works department, upon approval of

the town council, may furnish water service to
applicants adjacent to or within normal distance
from existing water mains. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.060 Acquiring water during emergency 
– Metering requirements – Billing.

The mayor or public works superintendent shall
be authorized to purchase on a temporary emer-
gency basis from any other water district, water
association, or utility, water as required; all such
water so purchased shall be metered. All water sold
or purchased on any emergency exchange basis
shall be metered both ways and the net water con-
sumed shall be billed at the regular billing interval.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.25.070 Fire service.
Services for fire protection must be metered and

fitted with such fixtures only as are needed for fire
protection and entirely disconnected from those
used for other purposes. Persons having such ser-
vices will be charged not less than the minimum
rate charged for metered services where such ser-
vices are used for other than fire purposes. No
charge shall be made for water used in extinguish-
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ing fires if the owner or occupant of premises
where such fire occurs gives written notice to the
water department within 30 days from the time of
such fire. The entire cost of such fire service con-
nection from the town’s main to the connection
with the premises served shall be at the expense of
the applicant, who shall deposit the estimated cost
thereof at the time of making application therefor.
Such service connection after installed shall be the
property of the town. In no case shall any tap be
made upon any pipe used for fire service purposes,
or any tank connected therewith, nor shall the use
of any water be permitted through any pipes, tank
or other fixtures therewith connected except the
extinguishing of fire on the premises. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

Chapter 13.30

WATER FLUORIDATION

Sections:
13.30.010 Added to water supply – 

Administration.
13.30.020 Equipment authorization.

13.30.010 Added to water supply – 
Administration.

A source of fluoridation approved by the State
Department of Health shall be added to the water
supply of the town of Cathlamet, under the rules
and regulations of the Washington State Board of
Public Health, such addition to be administered in
a manner approved by the State Director of Public
Health. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.30.020 Equipment authorization.
The town council and/or public works depart-

ment of the town of Cathlamet shall be authorized
to acquire, purchase, construct, install, operate and
maintain in the manner provided by law any and all
fluoridation equipment required to carry out the
provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Chapter 13.35

WATER USE REGULATIONS

Sections:
13.35.010 Purpose.
13.35.015 Application approval – Availability of 

water.
13.35.020 Refusal of service upon use of unsafe 

or unlawful apparatus.
13.35.030 Inspection of apparatus – Public works 

department’s right of access.
13.35.040 Refusal of service upon excessive 

demand by customer.
13.35.045 Increase in use.
13.35.050 Right of public works department to 

terminate service.
13.35.060 Tampering with public water system.
13.35.070 Approval required for abnormal use of 

water.
13.35.075 Reselling by customers prohibited – 

Delivery only to customer’s premises 
permitted.

13.35.090 Equipment and property – Customer’s 
liability for damage.

13.35.100 Shut-off valve required.
13.35.110 Nonliability of town for interruption of 

service.
13.35.120 Water source protection.

13.35.010 Purpose.
In order to provide for the public health and

safety, water service is furnished to customers sub-
ject to the general restrictions set out in CMC
13.35.015 through 13.35.120. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.015 Application approval – Availability 
of water.

Application approval shall be conditional upon
the availability of water as determined by the town,
and upon the payment in full of systems connection
fees set forth in this code. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.020 Refusal of service upon use of unsafe 
or unlawful apparatus.

The public works department may refuse to fur-
nish water or may discontinue service to any pre-
mises where apparatus, appliances or equipment
using water is dangerous, unsafe or unlawful. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.030 Inspection of apparatus – Public 
works department’s right of access.

The public works department does not assume
liability for inspecting apparatus on the customer’s
property. The authorized representative of the pub-
lic works department shall have access to private
premises for the purpose of determining compli-
ance with CMC 13.35.020. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.040 Refusal of service upon excessive 
demand by customer.

The public works department may, in the public
interest, refuse to furnish water or may discontinue
service where excessive demand by one customer
may be detrimental to the service which may be
furnished to other customers. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.045 Increase in use.
No person, firm, association or corporation may

increase its use of service as stated in the applica-
tion without giving due notice of such increase. In
the event of such increase, the customer will be
required to pay the town’s regular rates for such
increased service from the date of connection with
and use of the same. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.050 Right of public works department to 
terminate service.

The public works department shall have the
right to refuse or to terminate service to any pre-
mises to safeguard against fraud or abuse. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.060 Tampering with public water 
system.

(1) Whenever the public works superintendent,
or his designee, has reasonable grounds to believe
that a person, firm or corporation is using water
from a fire hydrant or other public connections
without authority, or has otherwise connected to
the town water system without authority or is tak-
ing water without authority, the superintendent or
his designee is authorized to duly find that said per-
son, firm or corporation has committed a civil vio-
lation, subject to a civil penalty in the amount of
$150.00 per violation per day and then shall issue a
notice to said violator which shall contain the fol-
lowing:

(a) The name and address of the person to
whom the notice of violation is directed;
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(b) The street address where available or
legal description sufficient for identification of the
building, premises, or land up to which or within
which the violation is occurring;

(c) A concise description of the nature of the
violation;

(d) A statement of the action required to be
taken as determined by the superintendent and a
date for correction, which shall be not less than five
working days after the date of the notice unless the
superintendent has determined the violation is
imminently hazardous, in which case immediate
compliance shall be required;

(e) A statement assessing a civil penalty in
the amount of $150.00 per day against the person
to whom the notice is directed for each and every
day following the date set for correction, which
penalty shall be paid to the town of Cathlamet
within 30 days of the date of issuance;

(f) If found appropriate and necessary by the
superintendent to avoid violations of this title or
other ordinances, there may be separately issued or
included with the notice of violation an order to
abate describing the violation, stating the action
required to be taken and stating a reasonable period
of time in which to comply with the ordinance, as
determined by the superintendent.

(2) Any notice of civil violation or order to
abate may be appealed by the person to whom
directed by his/her filing a written notice of appeal
as provided by this chapter within 10 working days
of the date of the notice or order, and the notice and
order shall so advise on its face.

(3) Notice of violation or order to abate shall be
served on the person or persons in violation of this
chapter either personally or by mailing a copy of
such notice by certified mail, postage prepaid,
return receipt requested, to the person at his or her
last known address. Service by mail shall be
deemed completed upon the third day following
the day the notice or order is deposited in the mail.
Proof of personal service of the notice or order
shall be made at the time of service by a written
declaration under penalty of perjury executed by
the person effecting service, declaring the date,
time and manner in which service was made.

(4) Any person who has been issued a notice of
violation or order to abate pursuant to this chapter
who either willfully fails to respond to the notice of
civil violation by payment of the civil penalty or
willfully fails to abate from the unauthorized use of

water from the fire hydrant or other public connec-
tion by using the water from same without author-
ity for a second time or more often shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and punishable by up to $5,000
and/or 90 days in jail. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.070 Approval required for abnormal 
use of water.

Abnormal use of water for filling swimming
pools or for similar purposes shall be subject to
prior approval of the public works department with
regard to the quantity involved and to the time of
taking such water. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.075 Reselling by customers prohibited – 
Delivery only to customer’s 
premises permitted.

No customer shall resell water received through
his service connection, nor shall such water be
delivered to premises other than specified in the
application for service. This section shall not apply
to the Wahkiakum Public Utility District No. 1 and
other water wholesalers under contract to the town
as approved by the council. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.090 Equipment and property – 
Customer’s liability for damage.

The customer shall be liable for any damage to
the meter or other equipment or property owned by
the public works department which results from an
overt or negligent act of the customer, his tenants,
agents, employees, contractors or licensees. The
public works department shall be reimbursed by
the customers for any such damage promptly on
presentation of a bill. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.100 Shut-off valve required.
The customer shall install, as close to the meter

location as practicable, a suitable shut-off valve in
his house connection to the meter that will shut off
all service to his premises. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.110 Nonliability of town for 
interruption of service.

The town shall not be liable for damages result-
ing from interruption of service. Temporary shut-
down may be made for the purpose of repairs and
improvements. The town shall not be liable for
interruptions, shortage or insufficiency of service,
or for any loss or damage occasioned thereby, or
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resulting from accident, act of God, fire, strikes,
riot, insurrection, war or other cause beyond its
control. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.35.120 Water source protection.
Any person, firm or corporation causing damage

to any water source, intake well, wellhead, water
transmission pipe, reservoir or related capital facil-
ities belonging to or used by the town of Cathlamet
for obtaining or providing of public water shall be
liable for any actual damages incurred in repairing
such facilities or restoring the public water supply
or any replacement thereof. All uses identified by
the Washington State Department of Health not to
be near an established water source are prohibited
within a 100-foot radius of such water source.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Chapter 13.40

WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES

Sections:
13.40.010 Purpose.
13.40.020 Definitions.
13.40.030 Declaration of a water emergency.
13.40.040 Voluntary conservation measures.
13.40.050 Mandatory conservation measures.
13.40.060 Emergency water rates.
13.40.070 Regulations.
13.40.080 Violations – Disconnections – 

Penalties.
13.40.090 Emergency termination.

13.40.010 Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the

declaration of a water supply emergency and the
implementation of voluntary and mandatory water
conservation measures throughout the town water
system in the event such an emergency is declared.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.40.020 Definitions.
(1) “Customer” shall mean the customer of

record using water for any purpose from the town’s
water distribution system and for which either a
regular charge is made or, in the case of coin sales,
a cash charge is made at the site of delivery.

(2) “Waste of water” includes, but is not limited
to:

(a) Permitting water to escape down a gutter,
ditch, or other surface drain; or

(b) Failure to repair a controllable leak of
water due to defective plumbing.

(3) The following classes of uses of water are
established:

(a) Class 1: Water used for outdoor watering,
either public or private, for gardens, lawns, trees,
shrubs, plants, parks, golf courses, playing fields,
swimming pools or other recreational area; or the
washing of motor vehicles, boats, trailers, or the
exterior of any building or structure.

(b) Class 2: Water used for any commercial
or industrial use, including agricultural purposes;
except water actually necessary to maintain the
health and personal hygiene of bona fide employ-
ees while such employees are engaged in the per-
formance of their duties at their place of
employment.



Cathlamet Municipal Code 13.40.080

13-14 (Revised 7/12)

(c) Class 3: Domestic usage, other than that
which would be included in either Class 1 or 2.

(d) Class 4: Water necessary only to sustain
human life and the lives of domestic pets and main-
tain standards of hygiene and sanitation. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.40.030 Declaration of a water emergency.
Whenever the governing body of the town finds

that an emergency exists by reason of a shortage of
water supply needed for essential uses, the mayor
shall be empowered to declare that a water supply
emergency exists and will encourage voluntary
water conservation or impose mandatory restric-
tions on water use during the period of the emer-
gency. Such an emergency shall be deemed to
continue until it is declared by resolution of the
council to have ended. The mayor’s declaration
and council’s resolution declaring the existence
and end of a water supply emergency shall be
effective upon their publication in the official town
newspaper, or by other delivery of notice to cus-
tomers. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.40.040 Voluntary conservation measures.
Upon the declaration of a water supply emer-

gency as provided in CMC 13.40.030, the mayor is
authorized to call on all water consumers to
employ voluntary water conservation measures to
limit or eliminate nonessential water uses includ-
ing, but not limited to, limitations on the following
uses:

(1) Sprinkling of water on lawns, shrubs or
trees (including golf courses);

(2) Washing of automobiles;
(3) Use of water in swimming pools, fountains

and evaporative air conditioning systems;
(4) Waste of water. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.40.050 Mandatory conservation measures.
Upon the declaration of water supply emer-

gency as provided in CMC 13.40.030, the mayor is
also authorized to implement certain mandatory
water conservation measures, including, but not
limited to, the following:

(1) Suspension of new connections to the
town’s water distribution system, except connec-
tions of fire hydrants and those made pursuant to
agreements entered into by the town prior to the
effective date of the declaration of emergency;

(2) Restrictions on the uses of water in one or
more classes of water use, wholly or in part;

(3) Restrictions on the sales of water at coin-
operated facilities or sites;

(4) The imposition of water rationing based on
any reasonable formula including, but not limited
to, the percentage of normal use and per capita or
per consumer restrictions;

(5) Complete or partial bans on the waste of
water; and

(6) Any combination of the foregoing. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.40.060 Emergency water rates.
Upon the declaration of a water supply emer-

gency as provided in CMC 13.40.030, the govern-
ing body of the town shall have the power to adopt
emergency water rates by ordinance designed to
conserve water supplies. Such emergency rates
may provide for, but are not limited to:

(1) Higher charges for increasing usage per unit
of the use (increasing block rates);

(2) Uniform charges for water usage per unit of
use (uniform unit rate); or

(3) Extra charges in excess of a specified level
of water use (excess demand surcharge). (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.40.070 Regulations.
During the effective period of any water supply

emergency as provided for in CMC 13.40.030, the
mayor is empowered to promulgate such regula-
tions as may be necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this chapter, any water supply emergency
resolution, or emergency water rate ordinance.
Such regulations shall be subject to the approval of
the governing body at its next regular or special
meeting. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.40.080 Violations – Disconnections – 
Penalties.

(1) If the mayor, public works superintendent,
or other town official or officials charged with
implementation and enforcement of this chapter or
a water supply emergency resolution or ordinance
learn of any violation of any water use restrictions
imposed pursuant to CMC 13.40.050 and
13.40.070, a written notice of the violation shall be
affixed to the property where the violation
occurred and the customer of record and any other
person known to the town who is responsible for



Cathlamet Municipal Code 13.45.030

13-15 (Revised 7/12)

the violation or its correction shall be provided
with either actual or mailed notice. The notice shall
describe the violation and the order that it be cor-
rected, cured or abated immediately or within such
specified time as the town determines is reasonable
under the circumstances. If the order is not com-
plied with, the town may terminate water service to
the customer subject to the following procedures:

(a) The town shall give the customer notice
by mail or actual notice that the water service will
be discontinued within a specified time due to the
violation and that the customer will have the
opportunity to appeal the termination by requesting
a hearing scheduled before the town governing
body or a town official designated as a hearing
officer by the governing body;

(b) If such a hearing is requested by the cus-
tomer charged with the violation, he or she shall be
given a full opportunity to be heard before termina-
tion is ordered; and

(c) A fee of $50.00 shall be paid for the
reconnection of any water service terminated pur-
suant to this subsection (1). In the event of subse-
quent violations, the reconnection fee shall be
$200.00 for the second violation and $300.00 for
any additional violations.

(2) Violation of this chapter shall be an infrac-
tion and may be prosecuted in municipal court.
Each day’s violation shall constitute a separate
infraction. The penalty for an initial violation shall
be a mandatory fine of $150.00. The penalty for a
second or subsequent conviction shall be a manda-
tory fine of $300.00.

(3) The criminal and civil penalties above
described are nonexclusive. They need not be used
in conjunction with each other, and their enumera-
tion herein shall not prevent the town from taking
advantage of any other remedy to which it may be
entitled. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.40.090 Emergency termination.
Nothing in this chapter shall limit the ability of

any properly authorized town official from termi-
nating the supply of water to any or all service con-
nections as required to protect the health and safety
of the public. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Chapter 13.45

SAFETY AND DAMAGE PREVENTION 
REQUIREMENTS

Sections:
13.45.010 Findings.
13.45.020 Safety and damage prevention 

responsibilities.
13.45.030 Public works oversight.
13.45.040 Penalties for failure to request public 

works oversight.

13.45.010 Findings.
It is hereby found and declared that the public

health, welfare and safety necessitate the exercise
of due care and diligence to prevent damage to
public works, fire protection, energy, and commu-
nications assets incidental to construction and
work performed in the town of Cathlamet. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.45.020 Safety and damage prevention 
responsibilities.

It shall be the responsibility of property owners,
their agents, and assigns to exercise due diligence
in conducting construction, repair, amendment, or
remodeling work on any property, structure, or fix-
ture in the town of Cathlamet. At a minimum, due
diligence includes, but is not limited to:

(1) Securing all permits and approvals required
for said work;

(2) Obtaining and completing acceptable locat-
ing services to properly identify and mark all
water, sewer, fire mains, electrical power, commu-
nications, gas, and other subsurface utilities in
advance of the commencement of excavation or
other work which may reasonably impact or endan-
ger said utilities;

(3) Complying with RCW 19.122.030 and
19.122.040 and other applicable laws; and

(4) Providing a minimum of two business days’
advance written notification to the public works
supervisor of intent to excavate or perform such
other work. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.45.030 Public works oversight.
Upon receipt of notice of intent to excavate or

perform other work pursuant to CMC 13.45.020, it
shall be the duty of the public works superinten-
dent to arrange for a town employee or agent to
attend the work, monitor its performance, and
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assist those performing the work in avoiding dam-
age to utilities. Inability of the public works super-
intendent to provide such oversight shall not
excuse or indemnify those performing the work
from taking due care to avoid damaging utilities.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.45.040 Penalties for failure to request 
public works oversight.

Notwithstanding RCW 19.122.070, and any
other provision of law, failure to request public
works oversight shall be subject to the following
penalties:

(1) Where no damage to utilities or public prop-
erty occurs, the penalty shall be $100.00 for each
occurrence.

(2) Where any damage to utilities or public
property occurs, the penalty shall be $500.00, plus
the actual costs for labor, material, and loss of ser-
vice incurred to repair and rectify the damage.

(3) The public works superintendent shall pre-
pare a claim against the property owner for all pen-
alties assessed pursuant hereto, and the clerk-
treasurer shall bill the property owner(s) of record.
Unpaid penalty bills shall accrue interest at 12 per-
cent per annum, and become a lien against the
property which runs with the land until paid, and
may be foreclosed as provided by law. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

Chapter 13.50

CROSS CONNECTIONS

Sections:
13.50.010 Definitions.
13.50.020 Purpose.
13.50.030 Cross connections regulated.
13.50.040 Application and responsibilities.
13.50.050 Backflow prevention assembly 

requirements.
13.50.060 Irrigation systems.
13.50.070 Fire systems.
13.50.080 Wholesale customers.
13.50.090 Mobile units.
13.50.100 Right-of-way encroachment.
13.50.110 Plumbing code.
13.50.120 Access to premises.
13.50.130 Testing and repairs.
13.50.140 Responsibilities of backflow 

prevention assembly testers.
13.50.150 Maintenance of assemblies.
13.50.160 Installation requirements and 

specifications.
13.50.170 Thermal expansion.
13.50.180 Pressure loss.
13.50.190 Parallel installation.
13.50.200 New construction.
13.50.210 Residential service connections.
13.50.220 Rental properties.
13.50.230 Retrofitting.
13.50.240 Costs of compliance.
13.50.250 Termination of service.
13.50.260 Emergency suspension of service.
13.50.270 Nonemergency suspension of service.
13.50.280 Penalties.

13.50.010 Definitions.
Except where specifically designated herein, all

words used in this chapter shall carry their custom-
ary meanings. Words used in the present tense
include the future and plural words include the sin-
gular. The word “shall” is always mandatory, and
the word “may” denotes a use of discretion in mak-
ing a decision. Any definition not found in this sec-
tion will take its meaning from Chapter 246-290
WAC, or as amended.

(1) “Air gap” means a physical separation
between the free-flowing end of a potable water
supply pipeline and the overflow rim of an open or
nonpressure-receiving vessel. To be an “approved
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air gap,” the separation must be at least twice the
diameter of the inlet piping (supply pipe) measured
vertically, and never be less than one inch.

(2) “Approved backflow prevention assembly”
or “backflow assembly” or “assembly” means an
assembly to counteract back pressures or prevent
backsiphonage. This assembly must appear on the
list of approved assemblies issued by the Washing-
ton State Department of Health.

(3) “Auxiliary supply” means any water source
or system other than the town of Cathlamet water.

(4) “Backflow” means the flow of water or
other liquids, gases or solids from any source back
into the distribution system. The flow of water in
the opposite direction of its intended flow.

(5) “Backflow assembly tester” means a person
holding a valid BAT certificate issued in accor-
dance with the WAC.

(6) “Backpressure” means a pressure caused by
a pump, elevated tank or piping, boiler, or other
means that is greater than the pressure provided by
the public water system and which may cause
backflow.

(7) “Backsiphonage” shall mean backflow due
to a reduction in system pressure in the purveyor’s
distribution system and/or consumer’s water sys-
tem.

(8) “Building inspector” shall mean the build-
ing inspector for the town of Cathlamet.

(9) “Cathlamet” shall mean the town of Cath-
lamet.

(10) “Closed system” means any water system
or portion of a water system in which water is
transferred to a higher pressure zone closed to
atmosphere.

(11) “Contamination” means the entry into or
presence in a public water supply system of any
substance which may be deleterious to health
and/or quality of the water.

(12) “Cross connection” means any physical
arrangement where a public water system is con-
nected, directly or indirectly (actual or potential),
with any other nondrinkable water system or auxil-
iary system, sewer, drain conduit, swimming pool,
storage reservoir, plumbing fixture, swamp cool-
ers, or any other device which contains, or may
contain, contaminated water, sewage, or other liq-
uid of unknown or unsafe quality which may be
capable of imparting contamination to the public
water system as a result of backflow. Bypass
arrangements, jumper connections, removable sec-

tions, swivel or changeover devices, or other tem-
porary or permanent devices through which, or
because of which, backflow may occur are consid-
ered to be cross connections.

(13) “Cross connection specialist” or “CCS”
shall mean a person holding a valid CCS certificate
issued in accordance with the WAC.

(14) “Cross connection control manager”
means a person or his/her designee appointed to
manage the cross connection control program for
the town.

(15) “Degree of hazard” means the low or high
hazard classification that shall be attached to all
actual or potential cross connections.

(16) “DOH” means Washington Department of
Health.

(17) “Double check detector assembly” or
“DCDA” means an assembly which consists of two
independently operating check valves which are
spring-loaded or weighted. The assembly comes
complete with a shut-off valve on each side of the
checks, as well as test cocks to test the checks for
tightness. It shall also be provided with a factory
bypass feature of a minimum of an approved dou-
ble check assembly.

(18) “Double check valve backflow prevention
assembly” or “double check assembly” or “double
check” or “DCVA” or “DC” means an assembly
which consists of two independently operating
check valves which are spring-loaded or weighted.
The assembly comes complete with a shut-off
valve on each side of the checks, as well as test
cocks to test the checks for tightness.

(19) “Health hazard” means an actual or poten-
tial threat of contamination of a physical, toxic or
biological nature that would be a danger to health.

(20) “High hazard” means the classification
assigned to an actual or potential cross connection
that potentially could allow a substance that may
cause illness or death to backflow into the potable
water supply.

(21) “In-premises protection” means a method
of protecting the health of consumers served by the
customer’s plumbing system (i.e., located within
the property lines of the customer’s premises) by
the installation of an approved air gap or backflow
prevention assembly at the point of hazard.
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(22) “Inspector” or “surveyor” shall mean a
person holding a valid CCS certificate issued in
accordance with the WAC, who meets the stipula-
tions in this title and the most recent edition of the
town’s SOP manual.

(23) “Local administrative authority” means
the local official, board, department or agency
authorized to administer and enforce the provisions
of the Uniform Plumbing Code and all other
plumbing codes recognized by the state of Wash-
ington.

(24) “Low hazard” means the classification
assigned to an actual or potential cross connection
that potentially could allow a substance that may
be objectionable, but not hazardous to one’s health,
to backflow into the potable water supply.

(25) “Mobile unit” shall mean units connecting
to the water system through a hydrant, hose bib, or
other appurtenance of a permanent nature that is
part of the town water system or a permanent water
service to a premises. Examples can include but are
not limited to the following: water trucks, pesticide
applicator vehicles, chemical mixing units or
tanks, waste or septage haulers, trucks or units,
sewer cleaning equipment, carpet or steam clean-
ing equipment other than homeowner use, rock
quarry or asphalt/concrete batch plants, or any
other mobile equipment or vessel. Uses that are
excluded from this definition are recreational vehi-
cles at assigned sites or parked in accordance with
other town ordinances pertaining to recreational
vehicles, and homeowner devices that are used by
the property owner in accordance with other provi-
sions of this, or other, town of Cathlamet ordi-
nances pertaining to provision of water service to
premises.

(26) “Person” means a natural person (individ-
ual), corporation, company, association, partner-
ship, firm, limited liability company, joint venture
company or association, and other such entity.

(27) “Plumbing hazard” means an internal or
plumbing-type cross connection in a consumer’s
potable water system that may be either a pollu-
tional or a contamination-type hazard. This
includes, but is not limited to, cross connections to
toilets, sinks, lavatories, wash trays, domestic
washing machines and lawn sprinkling systems.
Plumbing-type cross connections can be located in
all types of structures including but not limited to
homes, apartment houses, hotels and commercial
or industrial establishments.

(28) “Point-of-use isolation” shall mean the
same as “in-premises protection.”

(29) “Pollutional hazard” means an actual or
potential threat to the physical properties of the
water system or the potability of the public or the
consumer’s potable water system but which would
not constitute a health or system hazard, as defined.
The maximum degree of intensity of pollution to
which the potable water system could be degraded
under this definition would cause a nuisance or be
aesthetically objectionable or could cause minor
damage to the system or its appurtenances.

(30) “Potable water supply” means any system
of water supply intended or used for human con-
sumption or other domestic use.

(31) “Premises” means any piece of property to
which water is provided including, but not limited
to, all improvements, mobile structures and struc-
tures located on it.

(32) “Premises isolation” means a method of
protecting a public water system by installation of
an approved air gap or approved backflow preven-
tion assembly at the point of service (end of pur-
veyor’s service pipe) to separate the customer’s
plumbing system from the purveyor’s distribution
system.

(33) “Reduced pressure principle backflow pre-
vention assembly” or “reduced pressure principle
assembly” or “RP assembly” shall mean an assem-
bly containing two independently acting approved
check valves together with a hydraulically oper-
ated, mechanically independent pressure differen-
tial relief valve located between the check valves
and at the same time below the first check valve.
The assembly shall include properly located test
cocks and tightly closing shut-off valves at each
end of the assembly.

(34) “SOP” means the most recent edition of
the town of Cathlamet’s standard operating proce-
dures manual.

(35) “Superintendent” means public works
superintendent of the town of Cathlamet or his/her
designee.

(36) “System hazard” means an actual or poten-
tial threat of severe danger to the physical proper-
ties of the public or consumer’s potable water
system or of a pollution or contamination which
would have a detrimental effect on the quality of
the potable water in the system.

(37) “Thermal expansion” means the pressure
created in piping, when water is heated.
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(38) “Town” or “the town” shall mean the town
of Cathlamet, Washington.

(39) “UPC” means Uniform Plumbing Code.
(40) “Used water” means any water supplied by

the town to a customer’s property after it has
passed through the service connection and is no
longer under the control of the town.

(41) “WAC” means all regulations and amend-
ments found in the most recent edition of the
Washington Administrative Code which pertain to
backflow and cross connections. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.50.020 Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter is to protect the pub-

lic water system from contamination or pollution
due to any existing or potential cross connections
as defined in WAC 246-290-010, or as amended,
and this chapter. The purveyor shall ensure that
cross connections between the distribution system
and a customer’s premises are eliminated or pro-
tected against by the installation of an approved air
gap or approved backflow prevention assembly.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.030 Cross connections regulated.
(1) No cross connections shall be created,

installed, used or maintained within the territory
served by the town, except in accordance with this
chapter.

(2) The CCC manager for the town shall carry
out or cause inspections to be carried out to deter-
mine if any actual or potential cross connection
exists. If found necessary, an assembly commensu-
rate with the degree of hazard will be required to be
installed at the service connection.

(3) The owner, occupant or person in control of
the property is responsible for all cross connection
control within the premises.

(4) The use of any type of chemical spray
attachment connected to the premises’ plumbing,
including but not limited to garden hose fertilizers
and pesticide applicators, is prohibited except in
accordance with this chapter.

(5) The use of any type of radiator flush kits or
any other type of attachment connected to the pre-
mises’ plumbing is prohibited except in accor-
dance with this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.040 Application and responsibilities.
This chapter applies throughout the town of

Cathlamet and to every premises and property
served by the town of Cathlamet water system. It
applies to any premises, public or private, regard-
less of date of connection to the town water. Every
owner, occupant and/or person in control of any
concerned premises is responsible for compliance
with the terms and provisions contained herein.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.050 Backflow prevention assembly 
requirements.

A CCS employed by or under contract with the
town shall determine the type of backflow assem-
bly to be installed within the area served by the
town. All assemblies shall be installed at the ser-
vice connection unless it is determined by the CCS
to install the assembly at the point of use. An
assembly will be required in each of the following
circumstances, but the CCS is in no way limited to
the following circumstances:

(1) The nature and extent of any activity on the
premises, or the materials used in connection with
any activity on the premises, or materials stored on
the premises, could contaminate or pollute the
potable water supply.

(2) Premises having any one or more cross con-
nections or potential cross connections as that term
is defined in this chapter and the WAC.

(3) When an appropriate cross connection sur-
vey report form has not been filed with the CCC
manager.

(4) Internal cross connections are present that
are not correctable.

(5) Intricate plumbing arrangements or plumb-
ing potentially subject to frequent changes are
present that make it impractical to ascertain
whether or not cross connections exist.

(6) There is a repeated history of cross connec-
tions being established or re-established.

(7) All lawn irrigation systems.
(8) There is unduly restricted entry so that

inspections for cross connections cannot be made
with sufficient frequency to assure that cross con-
nections do not exist.

(9) Materials are being used such that, if back-
flow should occur, a health hazard could result.
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(10) Installation of an approved backflow pre-
vention assembly is deemed to be necessary to
accomplish the purpose of these regulations in the
judgment of the town.

(11) Any premises having an auxiliary water
supply.

(12) When a building is constructed on com-
mercial premises, and the end use of such building
is not determined, or could change, a reduced pres-
sure principle backflow prevention assembly will
be installed at the service connection.

(13) There exists any used or reclaimed water
return system.

(14) If it is determined that additions or rear-
rangements have been made to the plumbing sys-
tem without obtaining proper permits as required
by the code enforcement division, premises isola-
tion will be required.

(15) All high health cross connection hazard
premises which are defined in Table 9 of WAC
246-290-490, or as amended, are required to have
premises isolation by installing an approved air gap
or reduced pressure principle assembly in accor-
dance with this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.060 Irrigation systems.
The type of assembly to be installed on an irri-

gation system will be commensurate with the
degree of hazard but in no case less than a DCVA.
The location of the assembly will be determined by
the town’s CCS. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.070 Fire systems.
(1) An approved double check detector back-

flow prevention assembly (“DCDA”) shall be the
minimum protection on all new fire sprinkler sys-
tems using piping material that is not approved for
potable water use, and/or that does not provide for
periodic flow-through during each 24-hour period.
A reduced pressure principle detector backflow
prevention assembly (“RPDA”) must be installed,
if any solution other than the potable water can be
introduced into the sprinkler system. Retrofitting
on fire sprinkler systems will be required in each of
the following circumstances:

(a) Where improper maintenance has
occurred;

(b) On all high hazard systems;
(c) Wherever an inspector deems necessary;

and
(d) Wherever required by the WAC.

(2) All fire line systems which are on a desig-
nated lateral shall install the assembly on the lat-
eral. The assembly must be installed in accordance
with this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.080 Wholesale customers.
Any customer that has a wholesale contract for

water services with the town must have an active,
ongoing cross connection program. The cross con-
nection program must be in compliance with WAC
requirements pertaining to public water systems.
The town reserves the right at all times to require a
reduced pressure principle assembly at the inter-
connect. Wholesale customers shall provide to the
town a copy of their cross connection control
annual summary report which was submitted to the
DOH each year. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.090 Mobile units.
(1) Any mobile unit or apparatus, as defined in

CMC 13.50.010, which uses the water from any
premises within the town’s water system, shall first
obtain a permit from the town and be inspected to
assure appropriate backflow prevention is installed
in accordance with the most recent edition of the
SOP manual.

(2) The town reserves the right to revoke the
business license of the owner of the apparatus or
mobile unit if the owner fails to comply with above
procedures. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.100 Right-of-way encroachment.
(1) No person shall install or maintain a back-

flow prevention assembly upon or within any town
right-of-way except as provided in this section.

(2) The town reserves the right to have an
assembly installed in the right-of-way.

(3) A backflow prevention assembly required
by the town may be installed upon or within any
town right-of-way only if the owner proves to the
town that there is no other feasible location for
installing the assembly, and installing it in the
right-of-way will not interfere with traffic or utili-
ties. The town retains the right to approve the loca-
tion, height, depth, enclosure, and other requisites
of the assembly prior to its installation.

(4) All permits required by the town code to
perform work in the right-of-way shall be obtained.

(5) The assembly shall be installed below or
flush with the surrounding grade except when it is
not practicable to install it in this manner. Any
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assembly or portion of an assembly which extends
aboveground shall be located no closer than 18
inches to the face of the curb.

(6) A property owner shall, at the request of the
town and at the owner’s expense, relocate a back-
flow prevention assembly which encroaches upon
any town right-of-way, when such relocation is
necessary for street or utility construction or
repairs for purposes of public safety.

(7) A person commits an offense if he/she fails
to relocate a backflow prevention assembly located
in or upon any town right-of-way after receiving a
written order from the town to do so. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.50.110 Plumbing code.
As a condition of water service, customers shall

install, maintain, and operate their piping and
plumbing systems in accordance with the UPC and
all Washington State plumbing laws. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.50.120 Access to premises.
Authorized employees of the town, with proper

identification, shall have access during the hours of
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to all parts of a premises and
within the building to which water is supplied. If
any water user refuses access to a premises or to the
interior of a structure during these hours for inspec-
tion by a cross connection specialist appointed by
the town, a reduced pressure principle assembly
shall be installed at the service connection to that
premises. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.130 Testing and repairs.
Backflow prevention assemblies shall be tested

in accordance with the requirements set out in the
WAC, or as amended, this title and the most recent
edition of the town’s SOP manual. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.50.140 Responsibilities of backflow 
prevention assembly testers.

All backflow assembly testers operating within
the town shall be certified in accordance with all
applicable regulations of the WAC and shall com-
ply with all of the stipulations in this enforcement
document and the most recent edition of the town’s
SOP manual. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.150 Maintenance of assemblies.
Backflow prevention assemblies shall be main-

tained in accordance with the requirements set out
in the WAC, or as amended, and the most recent
edition of the town’s SOP manual. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.50.160 Installation requirements and 
specifications.

Backflow prevention assemblies shall be
installed in accordance with the requirements set
out in the WAC, or as amended, and the most
recent edition of the town’s SOP manual. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.50.170 Thermal expansion.
If a closed system has been created by the instal-

lation of a backflow prevention assembly, it is the
responsibility of the property owner to eliminate
the possibility of thermal expansion. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.50.180 Pressure loss.
Any reduction in water pressure caused by the

installation of a backflow assembly is not the
responsibility of the town. The town will give rea-
sonable assistance to the owner regarding informa-
tion on adequate sizing of assemblies and proper
plumbing practices to provide for required pressure
and flows for fire protection. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.190 Parallel installation.
Premises where noninterruption of water supply

is critical shall be provided with two assemblies of
the same type installed in parallel. They shall be
sized in such a manner that either assembly will
provide the minimum water requirements while the
two together will provide the maximum water
requirements. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.200 New construction.
(1) In all new construction, an approved back-

flow assembly shall be installed at the service con-
nection. The type of the assembly will be
commensurate with the degree of hazard as deter-
mined by an inspector.

(2) When a building is constructed on commer-
cial premises, and the end use of the building is not
determined or could change, a reduced pressure
principle backflow prevention assembly shall be
installed at the service connection to provide pro-
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tection of the public water supply in the event of
the most hazardous use of the building. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.50.210 Residential service connections.
Any residential property which has been deter-

mined to have an actual or potential cross connec-
tion and/or has violated the plumbing code or this
chapter in any way shall be required to install an
approved backflow prevention assembly in accor-
dance with this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.220 Rental properties.
The property owner is responsible for the instal-

lation, testing and repair of all backflow assemblies
on their property. When the tenants change, or if
the plumbing is altered in any way, it is the respon-
sibility of the owner to notify the town. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.50.230 Retrofitting.
Retrofitting shall be required on all service con-

nections where an actual or potential cross connec-
tion exists, and wherever else the town deems
retrofitting necessary. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.240 Costs of compliance.
All costs associated with purchase, installation,

inspections, testing, replacement, maintenance,
parts, and repairs of the backflow assembly are the
financial responsibility of the property owner.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.250 Termination of service.
Failure on the part of any property owner, their

renter, agent or personal representative to discon-
tinue the use of all cross connections or to physi-
cally separate cross connections in accordance
with this chapter is sufficient cause for the imme-
diate discontinuance of public water service to the
premises. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.260 Emergency suspension of service.
The superintendent or his/her designee may,

without prior notice, suspend water service to any
premises when such suspension is necessary to
stop an actual or potential cross connection as
defined in this chapter and the most recent edition
of the town’s SOP manual. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.270 Nonemergency suspension of 
service.

The superintendent or his/her designee may sus-
pend, with 24 hours’ notice, the water supply to
any premises where the conditions of this chapter
or the most recent edition of the town’s SOP man-
ual have been violated. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.50.280 Penalties.
Any person, firm, corporation or business entity

violating this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be
fined a sum not exceeding $2,000. Each continuing
day’s violation under this chapter shall constitute a
separate offense. The penal provisions imposed
under this chapter shall not preclude Cathlamet
from filing suit to enjoin the violation. The town of
Cathlamet retains all legal rights and remedies
available to it pursuant to local, state and federal
law. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Chapter 13.55

WATER CONNECTIONS IN FLOODPLAINS

Sections:
13.55.010 Denial of unplanned proposed 

connection.
13.55.020 Denial of proposed connection as part 

of construction impacts to USFW 
service wetlands.

13.55.030 Application requirements.
13.55.040 Denial of certain proposed 

connections.
13.55.050 Application for exception to tap-in 

restrictions.
13.55.060 Availability of maps.

13.55.010 Denial of unplanned proposed 
connection.

The town of Cathlamet shall deny any proposed
connection to the town of Cathlamet system that is
not already planned to be connected to the system
and which would be part of an application which
involves construction in the 100-year floodplain.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.55.020 Denial of proposed connection as 
part of construction impacts to 
USFW service wetlands.

The town of Cathlamet shall deny any proposed
connection to the town of Cathlamet water system
that is not already planned to be connected to the
system and which would be part of an application
which would involve construction impacts (con-
version) to USFW service wetlands of record.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.55.030 Application requirements.
All applications for water connection shall ver-

ify that planned improvements to properties
requesting connections to the system will be con-
structed outside the 100-year floodplain (as desig-
nated by FEMA) and that the planned
improvements requesting connections to the sys-
tem will be constructed outside the designated wet-
land area. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.55.040 Denial of certain proposed 
connections.

The town of Cathlamet shall deny any proposed
connection to the town of Cathlamet water system
that would result in direct or indirect impacts to

prime forest land/agricultural land as defined by
National Resources Conservation Service regard-
ing future development of said areas. Current zon-
ing regulations of the town of Cathlamet and
Wahkiakum County shall apply. This restriction
shall remain in effect for the term of the RUS loan.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.55.050 Application for exception to tap-in 
restrictions.

Application for exception to the tap-in restric-
tions set forth above shall be in writing to the town
of Cathlamet to be reviewed by the town on a case-
by-case basis. All applications determined by the
town of Cathlamet to be of merit shall be for-
warded to RUS, or its successors, for the purpose
of ratification. The decision of RUS regarding ser-
vice shall be final and binding on any application
for which exception is requested. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.55.060 Availability of maps.
Maps showing the locations of floodplains and

wetlands in the service area shall be available for
review at the Cathlamet Town Hall. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)
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Chapter 13.60

LATECOMER FEES

Sections:
13.60.010 Purpose.
13.60.020 Procedure for petitioning the town to 

contract or connect water or sewer 
facilities to town water and sewerage 
system.

13.60.030 Criteria for determining latecomer 
fees.

13.60.040 Maintenance guarantee bond.
13.60.050 Contract time period.
13.60.060 Area to be served.
13.60.070 Collection and disbursements of 

latecomer fees.
13.60.080 Administration fees.
13.60.090 Provisions for removing unauthorized 

connection taps.
13.60.100 Charging of town water and sewer 

rates.

13.60.010 Purpose.
(1) The purpose of this chapter is to define the

rules and regulations that will enable the town to
enter into contracts with owners of real estate for
water or sewer facilities.

(2) For the purpose of this chapter, “water and
sewer facilities” shall have the meaning specified
in RCW 35.91.020 as it now reads or is hereafter
amended. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.60.020 Procedure for petitioning the town 
to contract or connect water or 
sewer facilities to town water and 
sewerage system.

(1) Upon receipt of the applicant’s statement of
project costs, the public works superintendent pre-
pares for the town council a report setting forth:

(a) The total area and frontage of property
currently paying or sharing the costs of the con-
struction;

(b) The total area and frontage of property
physically and feasibly capable of being served by
the system;

(c) The names and mailing addresses of the
owners of the property determined to be within the
possible service area;

(d) The fair pro rata share of the cost for each
property which might tap into the system, deter-

mined on an acre, front footage, or other equitable
basis;

(e) A determination whether the system is
consistent with the facility plan of the department
of public works;

(f) A list of other necessary services pres-
ently available or planned for the area as part of the
adopted plan;

(g) Evidence that the applicant agrees to an
annexation covenant for the property to be pres-
ently served by the system, if located outside the
town limits;

(h) A recommendation whether the applica-
tion meets the criteria of this chapter and the poli-
cies and procedures of the public works
superintendent and ought to be accepted.

(2) If the town council accepts the application,
it passes a resolution declaring its intent to enter
into a latecomer agreement, subject to the further
requirements of this chapter.

(3) After the system is completed the applicant
must present to the public works director a final
statement detailing the actual total project costs,
including application fees, design, construction
and inspection fees. In addition the applicant must
submit “as-built” plans showing the system and the
service area.

(4) If both the as-built plans and the final state-
ment of costs are consistent with the improvement
contemplated, the town enters into the latecomer
agreement.

(5) If the final statement exceeds or is inconsis-
tent with the projected cost, or if the as-built plans
significantly differ from the original design, the
public works superintendent meets with the appli-
cant to determine the reason for the increased cost
or different design.

(6) The public works superintendent makes a
further report and recommendation to the town
council. The town council may approve, reject, or
modify the latecomer agreement. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.60.030 Criteria for determining latecomer 
fees.

Criteria for determining latecomer fees shall be
based on the following:
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(1) Latecomer fees shall be based on the cost
difference between the construction required by
the town and the minimum construction required
by the appropriate state agency to serve only the
proposed constructed water or sewer facilities.

(2) Latecomer fees may be charged on the basis
of acreage, by the lot, meter size, fire hydrant
requirements, expected usage, or a combination of
any of the foregoing, whichever is deemed most
appropriate in order to provide for a fair pro rata
share of the cost of the water or sewer facilities
construction by any owner of real estate who did
not contribute to the original cost of the construc-
tion, including not only those directly connected
thereto, but also users connected to laterals or
branches connecting thereto.

(3) Latecomer fees shall be in addition to any
and all connection fees, charges, assessments, lev-
ies or deposits required by the town. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.60.040 Maintenance guarantee bond.
The owner shall provide a maintenance guaran-

tee bond in the amount of 10 percent of the value of
the water or sewer facilities construction for a
period of one year from the date of final approval
and acceptance of the water or sewer facilities.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.60.050 Contract time period.
All contracts entered into pursuant to this chap-

ter shall provide for a period not to exceed 15 years
for the reimbursement of water or sewer facilities
costs. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.60.060 Area to be served.
Pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the

area to be served shall be within the boundaries of
the town or within the town’s service area. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.60.070 Collection and disbursements of 
latecomer fees.

(1) No person, firm or corporation shall be
granted a permit or be authorized to tap into or use
any water or sewer facilities or extension thereof
during the period of time prescribed in such con-
tract without first paying to the town, in addition to
all other costs and charges made or assessed for
such tap, or use, or for the water lines or sewers
constructed in connection therewith, the amount

required by the provisions of the contract under
which the water or sewer facilities so tapped into or
used were constructed.

(2) The town clerk-treasurer shall be the
responsible town official for the collection and dis-
bursement of latecomer fees.

(3) All latecomer fees collected shall be dis-
bursed under the terms and conditions of each con-
tract within 60 days after their receipt. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.60.080 Administration fees.
The town shall collect five percent, but not less

than $50.00 nor more than $500.00, per connection
as determined by the latecomer fees contract for
the administration costs of said contracts. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.60.090 Provisions for removing 
unauthorized connection taps.

Whenever any tap or connection is made into
any contracted water or sewer facilities without
payment, the mayor or the mayor’s designee may
order the public works department to remove such
unauthorized tap or connection and all connecting
tile or pipe located in the facility right-of-way and
dispose of unauthorized material so removed with-
out any liability whatsoever to the town or offi-
cials. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.60.100 Charging of town water and sewer 
rates.

Upon approval and acceptance of water or sewer
facilities, the town clerk-treasurer shall charge
such water and sewer rates authorized by town
water and sewer ordinances. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Chapter 13.65

GENERAL SEWER/WASTEWATER 
FACILITIES PLAN*

(Reserved)

*Code reviser’s note: Ordinance 441 adds the facilities plan as
an attachment to the ordinance. A copy of the facilities plan is
available for public review and examination in the Town Hall
office.

Chapter 13.70

BUILDING SEWERS

Sections:

Article I. Definitions

13.70.010 Generally.
13.70.020 BOD.
13.70.030 Building drain.
13.70.040 Building sewer.
13.70.050 Combined sewer.
13.70.060 Garbage.
13.70.070 Industrial wastes.
13.70.080 Natural outlet.
13.70.090 Person.
13.70.100 pH.
13.70.110 Properly shredded garbage.
13.70.120 Public sewer.
13.70.130 Sanitary sewer.
13.70.140 Sewage.
13.70.150 Sewage treatment plant.
13.70.160 Sewage works.
13.70.170 Sewer.
13.70.180 Shall and may.
13.70.190 Slug.
13.70.200 Storm drain.
13.70.210 Superintendent.
13.70.220 Suspended solids.
13.70.230 Uniform Plumbing Code.
13.70.240 Watercourse.

Article II. Use of Public Sewers Required

13.70.250 Deposit of objectionable wastes 
prohibited.

13.70.260 Discharge of untreated sewage or other 
untreated waters to natural outlets 
prohibited.

13.70.270 Construction of sewage disposal 
facilities prohibited.

13.70.280 Installation and connection of toilet 
facilities to public sewer required.

Article III. Private Sewage Disposal

13.70.290 Conditions of usage.
13.70.300 Permit required – Application.
13.70.310 Inspections.
13.70.320 Compliance with rules and regulations 

required – Discharge to natural outlets 
prohibited.
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13.70.330 Public sewer availability – Connection 
required – Private sewage disposal 
facilities to be abandoned and filled.

13.70.340 Operation and maintenance 
requirements.

13.70.350 Provisions of article not exclusive.
13.70.360 Public sewer availability – Time period 

for connection – Private system 
cleaning requirements.

Article IV. Building Sewers and Connections

13.70.370 Use of public sewer or appurtenance – 
Permit required.

13.70.380 Building sewer permit classes.
13.70.381 Town and control agency permits 

required.
13.70.382 Violation and penalties.
13.70.390 Costs and expenses to be borne by 

owner.
13.70.400 Separate building sewer required for all 

buildings – Exceptions.
13.70.410 Conditional use of old building sewers.
13.70.420 Materials and procedures 

specifications and requirements.
13.70.430 Elevation requirements.
13.70.440 Prohibited connections.
13.70.450 Building sewer connection into public 

sewer – Requirements.
13.70.460 Building sewer connection into public 

sewer – Inspection notification and 
supervision required.

13.70.470 Excavation – Restoration.
13.70.480 Side sewer – Responsibility of costs.

Article V. Use of the Public Sewers

13.70.490 Discharges to sanitary sewers.
13.70.500 Discharges to combined sewers and 

storm sewers.
13.70.510 Prohibited discharges.
13.70.520 Waste acceptability determination.
13.70.530 Authorization by superintendent to 

permit pretreatment or equalization.
13.70.540 Grease, oil, and sand interceptors.
13.70.550 Maintenance of preliminary treatment 

or flow-equalizing facilities.
13.70.560 Control manholes.

Article VI. Industrial Cost Recovery

13.70.580 Measurements, tests and analyses – 
Determination site.

13.70.590 Treatment of industrial waste of 
unusual strength or character.

13.70.600 Applicability.

Article VII. Protection from Damage

13.70.610 Violation – Penalty.

Article VIII. Powers and Authority of Inspectors

13.70.620 Right of entry.
13.70.630 Observation of safety rules required – 

Responsibility for loss or damages.
13.70.640 Private property easement access.

Article IX. Penalties

13.70.650 Violation – Notice – Correction time 
limit.

13.70.660 Continued violation – Misdemeanor – 
Penalty.

13.70.680 Violation – Liability responsibility.

Article X. Appeals

13.70.700 Appeal procedure.

Article I. Definitions

13.70.010 Generally.
Unless the context specifically indicates other-

wise, the meaning of terms used in this chapter
shall be as set forth in this article. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.020 BOD.
“BOD” (denoting biochemical oxygen demand)

shall mean the quantity of oxygen utilized in the
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under
standard laboratory procedure in five days at 20
degrees Celsius, expressed in milligrams per liter.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.030 Building drain.
“Building drain” shall mean that part of the low-

est horizontal piping of a drainage system which
receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other
drainage pipes inside the walls of the building and
conveys it to the building sewers, beginning five
feet (1.5 meters) outside the inner face of the build-
ing walls. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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13.70.040 Building sewer.
“Building sewer” shall mean the extension from

the building drain to the public sewer or other place
of disposal. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)



Cathlamet Municipal Code 13.70.190

13-28 (Revised 7/12)

13.70.050 Combined sewer.
“Combined sewer” shall mean a sewer receiving

both surface runoff and sewage. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.060 Garbage.
“Garbage” shall mean solid wastes from the

domestic and commercial preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food, and from the handling, storage
and sale of produce. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.070 Industrial wastes.
(1) “Industrial wastes” shall mean the liquid

waste from any nongovernmental user of publicly
owned treatment works identified in the current
version of Standard Industrial Classification Man-
ual 1987, Office of Management and Budget, as
amended and supplemented under the following
divisions:

(a) Division A: Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fishing;

(b) Division B: Mining;
(c) Division D: Manufacturing;
(d) Division E: Transportation, Communica-

tions, Electric, Gas and Sanitary Services;
(e) Division I: Services.

(2) A user in the division listed may be
excluded if the public works director determines
that it will introduce primarily segregated domestic
waste or waste from sanitary conveniences. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.080 Natural outlet.
“Natural outlet” shall mean any outlet into a

watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of
surface or ground water. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.090 Person.
“Person” shall mean any individual, firm, com-

pany, association, society, corporation, or group.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.100 pH.
“pH” shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal

of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of
solution. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.110 Properly shredded garbage.
“Properly shredded garbage” shall mean the

waste from the preparation, cooking and dispens-
ing of food that has been shredded to such a degree

that all particles will be carried freely under the
flow conditions normally prevailing in public sew-
ers, with no particle greater than one-half inch
(1.27 centimeters) in any dimension. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.120 Public sewer.
“Public sewer” shall mean a sewer in which all

owners of abutting properties have equal rights,
and is controlled by public authority. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.130 Sanitary sewer.
“Sanitary sewer” shall mean a sewer which car-

ries sewage and to which storm, surface, and
ground waters are not intentionally admitted. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.140 Sewage.
“Sewage” shall mean a combination of the

water-carried wastes from residences, business
buildings, institutions, and industrial establish-
ments, together with such ground, surface and
storm waters as may be present. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.150 Sewage treatment plant.
“Sewage treatment plant” shall mean any

arrangement of devices and structures used for
treating sewage. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.160 Sewage works.
“Sewage works” shall mean all facilities for col-

lecting, pumping, treating and disposing of sew-
age. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.170 Sewer.
“Sewer” shall mean a pipe or conduit for carry-

ing sewage. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.180 Shall and may.
“Shall” is mandatory; “may” is permissive.

(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.190 Slug.
“Slug” shall mean any discharge of water, sew-

age, or industrial waste, which in concentration of
any given constituent or in quantity of flow
exceeds for any period of duration longer than 15
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minutes more than five times the average 24-hour
concentration or flows during normal operation.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.200 Storm drain.
“Storm drain” (sometimes termed “storm

sewer”) shall mean a sewer which carries storm
and surface waters and drainage, but excludes sew-
age and industrial wastes, other than unpolluted
cooling water. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.210 Superintendent.
“Superintendent” shall mean the town’s public

works superintendent or his authorized deputy,
agent, or representative. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.220 Suspended solids.
“Suspended solids” shall mean solids that either

float on the surface of, or in suspension in, water,
sewage, or other liquids, and which are removable
by laboratory filtering. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.230 Uniform Plumbing Code.
“Uniform Plumbing Code” shall mean the code

of that name published by the International Associ-
ation of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, 1991
Edition; provided, that Chapters 11 and 12 are not
adopted; and provided further, that those require-
ments of the Uniform Plumbing Code relating to
venting of appliances as found in Chapter 13 are
not adopted. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.240 Watercourse.
“Watercourse” shall mean a channel in which a

flow of water occurs, either continuously or inter-
mittently. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article II. Use of Public Sewers Required

13.70.250 Deposit of objectionable wastes 
prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to place,
deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary
manner on public or private property within the
town of Cathlamet, or in any area under the juris-
diction of said town, any human or animal excre-
ment, garbage, or other objectionable waste. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.260 Discharge of untreated sewage or 
other untreated waters to natural 
outlets prohibited.

It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural
outlet within the town of Cathlamet, or in any area
under the jurisdiction of said town, any sewage or
other polluted waters, except where suitable treat-
ment has been provided in accordance with subse-
quent provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.270 Construction of sewage disposal 
facilities prohibited.

Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be
unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy
vault, septic tank, cesspool, or facility intended or
used for the disposal of sewage. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.280 Installation and connection of toilet 
facilities to public sewer required.

The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties
used for human occupancy, employment, recre-
ation, or other purposes, situated within the town of
Cathlamet and abutting on any street, alley, or
right-of-way in which there is now located or in the
future will be located a public sanitary or combined
sewer of the town, is hereby required at his expense
to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and to
connect such facilities directly with the proper pub-
lic sewer in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter, within 90 days after date of official notice
to do so; provided, that said public sewer is within
200 feet of the property line. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article III. Private Sewage Disposal

13.70.290 Conditions of usage.
Where a public sanitary or combined sewer is

not available under the provisions of CMC
13.70.280, the building sewer shall be connected to
a private sewage disposal system complying with
the provisions of this article. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.300 Permit required – Application.
Before commencement of construction of a pri-

vate sewage disposal system the owner shall first
obtain a written permit issued by the Wahkiakum
County health department. The application for
such permit shall be made on a form furnished by
the department which the applicant shall supple-
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ment by any plans, specifications and other infor-
mation as are requested by the department. An
application fee of $25.00 shall be paid to the
department at the time the application is filed.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.310 Inspections.
A permit for a private sewage disposal system

shall not become effective until the installation is
completed to the satisfaction of the Wahkiakum
County health department. Authorized representa-
tives of the department shall be allowed to inspect
the work at any stage of construction and, in any
event, the applicant for the permit shall notify the
department when the work is ready for final
inspection, and before any underground portions
are covered. The inspection shall be made within a
reasonable time after the receipt of notice by the
department. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.320 Compliance with rules and 
regulations required – Discharge to 
natural outlets prohibited.

The type, capacities, location, and layout of a
private sewage disposal system shall comply with
all recommendations of the Wahkiakum County
health department. No permit shall be issued for
any private sewage disposal system employing
subsurface soil absorption facilities where the area
of the lot is less than the area required under the
applicable rules and regulations of the Wahkiakum
County health department. No septic tank or cess-
pool shall be permitted to discharge to any natural
outlet. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.330 Public sewer availability – 
Connection required – Private 
sewage disposal facilities to be 
abandoned and filled.

At such time as a public sewer becomes avail-
able to a property served by a private sewage dis-
posal system, as provided in CMC 13.70.360, a
direct connection shall be made to the public sewer
in compliance with this chapter, and any septic
tanks, cesspools, and similar private sewage dis-
posal facilities shall be abandoned and filled with
suitable material. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.340 Operation and maintenance 
requirements.

The owner shall operate and maintain the pri-
vate sewage disposal facilities in a sanitary manner
at all times, at no expense to the town. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.70.350 Provisions of article not exclusive.
No statement contained in this article shall be

construed to interfere with any additional require-
ments that may be imposed by the department
health officer. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.360 Public sewer availability – Time 
period for connection – Private 
system cleaning requirements.

When a public sewer becomes available, the
building sewer shall be connected to said sewer
within 60 days and the private sewage disposal sys-
tem shall be cleaned of sludge and filled with clean
bank-run gravel or dirt. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article IV. Building Sewers and Connections

13.70.370 Use of public sewer or appurtenance 
– Permit required.

No unauthorized persons shall uncover, make
any connections with or opening into, use, alter, or
disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof
without first obtaining a written permit from the
superintendent. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.380 Building sewer permit classes.
There shall be two classes of building sewer per-

mits:
(1) For residential and commercial service; and
(2) For service to establishments producing

industrial waste.
In either case, the owner or his agent shall make

application on a special form furnished by the
town. The permit application shall be supple-
mented by any plans, specifications, or other infor-
mation considered pertinent in judgment of the
superintendent. A permit fee and inspection fee
shall be charged according to a rate schedule to be
hereafter adopted by town ordinance and said fees
shall be paid to the town at the time the application
is filed. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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13.70.381 Town and control agency permits 
required.

Owners or agents seeking permits for classes
authorized in CMC 13.70.380 must complete an
application form provided by the town that pro-
vides sufficient information to the town and control
agencies to make a determination as to whether or
not they comply with all terms of all applicable
permits over all requirements for discharges into
the receiving waters. The town, at its option, may
opt to use a control agency’s application form in
lieu of its own separate form. Owners or agents are
responsible for providing all data and paying all
town and control agency fees associated with the
permit application. (Ord. 568, 2013)

13.70.382 Violation and penalties.
Owners or agents who fail to obtain approval for

all required discharge permits shall be prohibited
from placing the applied-for discharges into the
sewage system. Placement of such discharges
without permitted approval shall be deemed to be
in violation as described in Article IX of this chap-
ter, and subject to the fines and penalties set forth
therein. (Ord. 568, 2013)
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13.70.390 Costs and expenses to be borne by 
owner.

All costs and expenses incident to the installa-
tion and connection of the building sewer shall be
borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify the
town from any loss or damage that may directly or
indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the
building sewer. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.400 Separate building sewer required 
for all buildings – Exceptions.

A separate and independent building sewer shall
be provided for every building; except where one
building stands at the rear of another on an interior
lot and no private sewer is available or can be con-
structed to the rear building through an adjoining
alley, court, yard, or driveway, the building sewer
from the front building may be extended to the rear
building and the whole considered as one building
sewer. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.410 Conditional use of old building 
sewers.

Old building sewers may be used in connection
with new buildings only when they are found, on
examination and test by the superintendent, to meet
all requirements of this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.420 Materials and procedures 
specifications and requirements.

The size, slope alignment, materials of construc-
tion of a building sewer, and the methods to be
used in excavating, placing of the pipe, jointing,
testing, and back-filling the trench, shall all con-
form to the requirements of the building and
plumbing code or other applicable rules and regu-
lations of the town. In the absence of code provi-
sions or in amplification thereof, the materials and
procedures set forth in appropriate specifications
of the Association for Standard Test Materials and
Uniform Plumbing Code shall be used. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.70.430 Elevation requirements.
Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be

brought to the building at an elevation below the
basement floor. In all buildings in which any build-
ing drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the
public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such

building drain shall be lifted by an approved means
and discharged to the building sewer. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.70.440 Prohibited connections.
No person shall make connection of roof down-

spouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains,
or other sources of surface runoff or ground water
to a building sewer or building drain which in turn
is connected directly or indirectly to a public sani-
tary sewer. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.450 Building sewer connection into 
public sewer – Requirements.

The connection of the building sewer into the
public sewer shall conform to the requirements of
the building and plumbing code or other applicable
rules and regulations of the town, or the procedures
set forth in appropriate specifications of the
A.S.T.M. and Uniform Plumbing Code. All such
connections shall be made gas-tight and water-
tight. Any deviation from the prescribed proce-
dures and materials must be approved by the super-
intendent before installation. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.460 Building sewer connection into 
public sewer – Inspection 
notification and supervision 
required.

The applicant for the building sewer permit shall
notify the superintendent that the building sewer is
ready for inspection and connection to the public
sewer. The connection shall be made under the
supervision of the superintendent or his representa-
tive. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.470 Excavation – Restoration.
All excavation for building sewer installation

shall be adequately guarded with barricades and
lights so as to protect the public from hazard.
Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and other public
property disturbed in the course of the work shall
be restored in a manner satisfactory to the town.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.480 Side sewer – Responsibility of costs.
(1) Connections to the town’s sewer system

shall be made by a side sewer lateral from the pre-
mises to be served to the town’s main sewer line.
All costs and expenses incident to the installation,
connection, operation and routine maintenance of
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the entire side sewer lateral from the premises to
the town’s sewer main shall be borne by the owner
of the premises served by the side sewer. All costs
and expenses incident to the repair and rehabilita-
tive maintenance of that portion of the side sewer
lateral from the building drain to the property line
or right-of-way shall be borne by the owner of the
premises served by the side sewer. The customer or
authorized agent shall be responsible for obtaining
all building and right-of-way permits required for
work performed either on the premises or within
public rights-of-way. All costs and expenses inci-
dent to the repair and rehabilitative maintenance of
that portion of the side sewer lateral from the prop-
erty line or right-of-way to the main sewer line
shall be borne by the town.

(a) For the purposes of this section, “routine
maintenance” means operational maintenance of a
side sewer lateral, including, but not limited to, the
cleaning or rodding to clear grease or other internal
obstructions or substances that have been dis-
charged or allowed to accumulate in the side sewer
lateral that may interfere with the operation of the
side sewer.

(b) The term “rehabilitative maintenance”
means repair and major maintenance of a side
sewer lateral, including, but not limited to, con-
struction, reconstruction, or excavation to repair
damage to a side sewer lateral caused by external
forces or failure of the pipe or pipe material.

(2) The owner of the premises shall indemnify
the town from any loss or damage that may directly
or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of
the side sewer lateral. When the town has occasion
to maintain that portion of a side sewer lateral from
a street property line or right-of-way to the build-
ing drain in order to protect the public sewer or
whenever the town has occasion to maintain that
portion of a side sewer lateral from the property
line or right-of-way to the town’s sewer main
because of damage directly or indirectly caused by
the owner of the premises served by a side sewer
lateral or caused by an act or omission of said
owner, the cost for such maintenance shall be
charged to said owner. Any costs so charged and
not paid within 30 days of the date of billing
thereof shall constitute a lien against the property
served by the side sewer lateral.

(3) If damage to the sewer lateral was the result
of deficiencies caused by acts or omissions of the
town or third parties not acting as agents of the cus-

tomer, and specifically excluding damage to the
sewer lateral resulting from deficiencies caused by
acts of God, root intrusion from the customer’s
trees or vegetation, or any other act or omission of
the customer or customer’s agent(s) or contrac-
tor(s), a claim for such reimbursement shall be sub-
mitted to the town within 10 days of the incurrence
of such costs and shall meet all of the following cri-
teria:

(a) Eligible costs shall include only those
actual expenses paid by the customer for any
required town permits or to a licensed, bonded con-
tractor.

(b) Only that portion of costs for repair work
done within the dedicated right-of-way shall be eli-
gible.

(c) The customer shall submit copies of the
itemized invoices from the contractor. Such
invoices shall indicate the type and cause or sus-
pected cause of such damage.

(d) The amount of the reimbursement shall
not exceed the estimated cost for installation of a
new sewer lateral from the main sewer to the prop-
erty line.

(e) All work shall be in conformance with
town codes, ordinances and standards, including
obtaining all necessary permits, inspections and
approvals. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article V. Use of the Public Sewers

13.70.490 Discharges to sanitary sewers.
No person shall discharge or cause to be dis-

charged any storm water, surface water, ground
water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontam-
inated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial pro-
cess water to any sanitary sewer. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.500 Discharges to combined sewers and 
storm sewers.

Storm water and all other unpolluted drainage
shall be discharged to such sewers as are specifi-
cally designated as combined sewers or storm sew-
ers, or to a natural outlet approved by the
superintendent. Industrial cooling water or unpol-
luted process waters may be discharged on
approval of the superintendent to a storm sewer,
combined sewer, or natural outlet. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)
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13.70.510 Prohibited discharges.
No person shall discharge or cause to be dis-

charged any of the following described water or
waters to any public sewers:

(1) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or
other flammable or explosive liquid, solid, or gas;

(2) Any waters or wastes containing toxic or
poisonous solids, liquids, or gases in sufficient
quantity, either singularly or by interaction with
other wastes, to injure or interfere with any sewage
treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or
animals, create a public nuisance, or create any
hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treat-
ment plant, including but not limited to cyanides in
excess of two mg/l or in the wastes as discharged to
the public sewer;

(3) Any waters or wastes having any corrosive
or destructive properties capable of causing dam-
age or hazard to structures, equipment, processes,
systems, or personnel of the sewage works. The
following pH limits will apply: a lower pH limit of
5.5 shall apply, except that discharges between 5.0
and 6.0 may be authorized by the public works
superintendent when they occur with flows that
never exceed 1,000 gallons per day. It shall be the
duty of the special user permit holder to request
such authorization prior to making such dis-
charges. The special user permit holder shall con-
struct and maintain a practical means of allowing
the town access to monitor and measure discharges
to ensure compliance with this subsection and
other applicable sections of this chapter. The spe-
cial user permit holder’s means of monitoring shall
be constructed and maintained in consultation
with, and be subject to the prior approval of, the
public works superintendent.

(4) Solid or viscous substances in quantities or
of such size capable of causing obstruction to the
flow in sewers, or other interference with the
proper operation of the sewage works such as, but
not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw,
shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics,
wood, undigested garbage, whole blood, paunch
manure, hair and flesh, entrails and paper dishes,
cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or ground
by garbage grinder. (Ord. 568, 2013; Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.70.520 Waste acceptability determination.
No person shall discharge or cause to be dis-

charged the following described substances, mate-
rials, waters or wastes if it appears likely in the
opinion of the superintendent that such wastes can
harm either the sewers, sewage treatment process,
or equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiv-
ing stream, or can otherwise endanger life, limb,
public property, or constitute a nuisance. In form-
ing his opinion as to the acceptability of these
wastes, the superintendent will give consideration
to such factors as to quantities of subject wastes in
relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, mate-
rials of construction of the sewers, nature of the
sewage treatment process, capacity of the sewage
treatment plant, degree of treatability of wastes in
the sewage treatment plant, and other pertinent fac-
tors. The substances prohibited are:

(1) Any liquid or vapor having a temperature
higher than 150 degrees Fahrenheit (65 degrees
Celsius);

(2) Any water or waste containing fats, gas,
grease, or oils, whether emulsified or not, in excess
of 100 mg/l or containing substances which may
solidify or become viscous at temperatures
between 32 and 150 degrees Fahrenheit (zero and
65 degrees Celsius);

(3) Any garbage that has not been properly
shredded. The installation and operation of any
garbage grinder equipped with a motor of three-
quarter horsepower (0.76 hp metric) or greater
shall be subject to the review and approval of the
superintendent;

(4) Any waters or wastes containing strong acid
iron pickling wastes, or concentrated plating solu-
tions whether neutralized or not;

(5) Any waters or wastes containing iron, chro-
mium, copper, zinc, and similar objectionable or
toxic substances; or waste exerting an excessive
chlorine requirement, to such degree that any such
material received in the composite sewage at the
sewage treatment works exceeds the limits estab-
lished by the superintendent for such materials;

(6) Any waters or waste containing phenols or
other taste or odor producing substances, in such
concentrations exceeding limits which may be
established by the superintendent as necessary,
after treatment of the composite sewage, to meet
the requirements of the state, federal, or other such
discharge to the receiving waters;
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(7) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such
half-life or concentration as may exceed limits
established by the superintendent in compliance
with applicable state or federal regulations;

(8) Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess
of 9.0;

(9) Materials which exert or cause:
(a) Unusual concentrations of inert sus-

pended solids (such as, but not limited to, Fuller’s
earth, lime slurries, and lime residues) or of dis-
solved solids (such as, but not limited to, sodium
chloride and sodium sulfate);

(b) Excessive discoloration (such as, but not
limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solu-
tions);

(c) Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen
demand, or chlorine requirements in such quanti-
ties as to constitute a significant load on the sewage
treatment works;

(d) Unusual volume of flow or concentration
of wastes constituting a “slug” as defined herein;

(10)  Waters or wastes containing substances
which are not amenable to treatment by the sewage
treatment plant, including, but not limited to, bro-
mine, iodine, or chlorine, which cannot meet the
requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction
over discharge to the receiving waters. (Ord. 568,
2013; Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.530 Authorization by superintendent to 
permit pretreatment or 
equalization.

(1) If any waters or wastes are discharged, or
are proposed to be discharged, to the public sewers,
which waters contain the substances or possess the
characteristics enumerated in CMC 13.70.510, and
which in the judgment of the superintendent may
have a deleterious effect upon the sewage works,
processes, equipment, or receiving waters, or
which otherwise create a hazard to life or constitute
a public nuisance, the superintendent may:

(a) Reject the wastes;
(b) Require pretreatment to an acceptable

condition for discharge to the public sewers;
(c) Require control over the quantities and

rates of discharge; and/or
(d) Require payment to cover the added cost

of handling and treating the wastes not covered by
existing taxes or sewer charges under the provi-
sions of CMC 13.70.590.

(2) If the superintendent permits the pretreat-
ment or equalization of waste flows, the design and
installation of the plants and equipment shall be
subject to the review and approval of the superin-
tendent, and subject to the requirements of all
applicable codes, ordinances and laws. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.70.540 Grease, oil, and sand interceptors.
Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be pro-

vided when, in the opinion of the superintendent,
they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid
wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, or
any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful
ingredients; except that such interceptors shall not
be required for private living quarters or dwelling
units. All interceptors shall be of a type and capac-
ity approved by the superintendent, and shall be
located as to be readily and easily accessible for
cleaning and inspection. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.550 Maintenance of preliminary 
treatment or flow-equalizing 
facilities.

Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing
facilities are provided for any waters or wastes,
they shall be maintained continuously in satisfac-
tory and effective operation by the owner at his
expense. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.560 Control manholes.
When required by the superintendent, the owner

of any property serviced by a building sewer carry-
ing industrial wastes shall install a suitable control
manhole together with such necessary meters and
other appurtenances in the building sewer to facil-
itate observation, sampling and measurement of
the wastes. Such manhole, when required, shall be
accessible and safely located, and shall be con-
structed in accordance with the plans approved by
superintendent. The manhole shall be installed by
the owner at his expense, and shall be maintained
by him so as to be safe and accessible at all times.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Article VI. Industrial Cost Recovery

13.70.580 Measurements, tests and analyses – 
Determination site.

All measurements, tests and analyses of the
characteristics of waters and wastes to which refer-
ence is made in this chapter shall be determined in
accordance with the latest edition of “Standard
Methods for the Examination of Water and Waste-
water,” published by the American Public Health
Association, and shall be determined at the control
manhole provided, or upon suitable samples taken
at said control manhole. In the event that no special
manhole has been required, the control manhole
shall be considered the nearest downstream man-
hole in the public sewer to the point at which the
building sewer is connected. Sampling shall be car-
ried out by customarily accepted methods to reflect
the effect of constituents upon the sewage works
and to determine the existence of hazards to life,
limb, and property. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.590 Treatment of industrial waste of 
unusual strength or character.

No statement contained in this article shall be
construed as preventing any special arrangement
between the town and any industrial concern
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whereby an industrial waste of unusual strength or
character may be accepted by the town for treat-
ment, subject to payment therefor, by the industrial
concern. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.600 Applicability.
The requirements of this article apply only to

those features of wastewater treatment and trans-
portation facilities which have been constructed
with federal assistance administered by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency under PL-500
(33 USC Chapter 26). (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article VII. Protection from Damage

13.70.610 Violation – Penalty.
No unauthorized person shall maliciously, will-

fully, or negligently break, damage, destroy,
uncover, deface, or tamper with any structure,
appurtenance, or equipment which is a part of the
sewage works. Any person violating this provision
shall be subject to immediate arrest, and conviction
thereof shall be subject to a fine not to exceed
$1,000 and shall be subject to imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or by both such imprisonment
and fine. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article VIII. Powers and Authority of 
Inspectors

13.70.620 Right of entry.
The superintendent and other duly authorized

employees of the town bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter all
properties for the purposes of inspection, observa-
tion, measurement, sampling, and testing in accor-
dance with the provisions of this chapter. The
superintendent or his representatives shall have no
authority to inquire into any processes including
metallurgical, chemical, oil, refining, ceramic,
paper, or other industries beyond that point having
a direct bearing on the kind and source of discharge
to the sewers or waterways or facilities for waste
treatment. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.630 Observation of safety rules required 
– Responsibility for loss or damages.

While performing the necessary work on private
properties referred to in CMC 13.70.640, the
superintendent or duly authorized employee of the
town shall observe all safety rules applicable to the

premises established by the company. The town
shall be held harmless for injury or death to the
town employees and the town shall indemnify the
company against loss or damage to its property by
town employees and against liability claims and
demands for personal injury or property damage
asserted against the company and growing out of
the gauging and sampling operation, except as such
may be caused by negligence or failure of the com-
pany to maintain safe conditions as required in
CMC 13.70.560. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.70.640 Private property easement access.
The superintendent and other duly authorized

employees of the town bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter all pri-
vate properties through which the town holds a
duly negotiated easement for the purposes of, but
not limited to, inspection, observation, measuring,
sampling, repair, and maintenance of any portion
of the sewage works lying within said easement.
All entry and subsequent work, if any, on said ease-
ment shall be done in full accordance with the
terms of the duly negotiated easement pertaining to
the private property involved. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article IX. Penalties

13.70.650 Violation – Notice – Correction time 
limit.

Any person found to be violating any provision
of this chapter except CMC 13.70.610 as set out in
Article VII of this chapter shall be served by the
town with written notice stating the nature of the
violation and providing a reasonable time limit for
the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender
shall, within the period of time stated in such
notice, permanently cease all violations. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.70.660 Continued violation – Misdemeanor 
– Penalty.

Any person who shall continue any violation
beyond the time limit provided for in CMC
13.70.650 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction thereof shall be fined in the amount not
exceeding $1,000 for each violation. Each day in
which any such violation shall continue shall be
deemed a separate offense. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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13.70.680 Violation – Liability responsibility.
Any person violating any of the provisions of

this chapter shall become liable to the town for any
expense, loss or damage occasioned the town by
reason of such violation, including a reasonable
attorney’s fee in the event that civil litigation
should become necessary to enforce the provisions
of this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article X. Appeals

13.70.700 Appeal procedure.
Any person having been denied a permit hereun-

der or any person otherwise feeling aggrieved by
any action of the superintendent in his administra-
tion or enforcement of the terms of this chapter
may appeal said decision by the following proce-
dure:

(1) By giving written request to the council of
the town of Cathlamet for a hearing on said appeal.
This written request shall be filed with the clerk of
the town of Cathlamet;

(2) The council of the town of Cathlamet shall
give notice in writing not less that 10 days prior to
such hearing to the appealing person of the date,
time, place and purpose of the hearing;

(3) The council of the town of Cathlamet shall,
after the receipt of said written request, meet to
hear said complaint and shall record its findings
upon such complaint within its minutes. The deter-
mination of the council shall be final. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

Chapter 13.75

SEWER DEVELOPMENT FEES FOR 
COUNTY-FINANCED DEVELOPMENT

Sections:
13.75.010 Purpose.
13.75.020 Interlocal agreement.
13.75.030 Sewer service area fees.
13.75.040 Boege Road service area and other 

service areas.
13.75.050 Contract time period.
13.75.060 Collection and disbursement of fees.
13.75.070 Charging of town sewer rates.

13.75.010 Purpose.
(1) The purpose of this chapter is to define the

rules and regulations that will enable the town to
assess and collect sewer development fees for
facilities constructed at the expense of Wahkiakum
County.

(2) For the purpose of this chapter, “sewer facil-
ities” shall have the meaning specified in RCW
35.91.020 as it now reads or is hereafter amended.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.75.020 Interlocal agreement.
(1) Pursuant to the terms of any interlocal

agreement between the county of Wahkiakum and
the town of Cathlamet, sewer trunk/interceptor
lines may be constructed in the county of Wahkia-
kum with such facilities to become a part of the
town sewer system.

(2) Pursuant to said agreement, the town may
contract for the payment to the town of any or all
costs of such sewer trunk/interceptor lines as a con-
dition of the town’s acceptance of said lines.

(3) Said agreement shall provide for the deter-
mination of the sewer service area to be served by
the sewer trunk/interceptor lines.

(4) System development fees shall be collected
for the benefit of the county of Wahkiakum and
shall be in addition to any and all connection fees,
charges, assessments, levies or deposits required
by the town. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.75.030 Sewer service area fees.
(1) The town of Cathlamet shall collect and

retain all sewer connection fees, charges, assess-
ments, levies or deposits as established under CMC
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13.10.060, and all monthly sewer user fees as
established by town ordinance for out-of-town ser-
vices, or otherwise.

(2) In addition to the town’s sewer connection
fees and related charges, the town of Cathlamet
shall collect and remit to the county of Wahkiakum
at the time of sewer connection a system develop-
ment fee of $3,000 per equivalent customer unit in
such service area, or such other amount as may be
agreed in an interlocal agreement for construction
of sewer trunk/interceptor lines. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.75.040 Boege Road service area and other 
service areas.

(1) There is hereby created the Boege Road ser-
vice area described as follows:

Sewer service Area 24 as described in figure F-
2 of the General Wastewater Facilities Plan dat-
ed January, 2003, and more particularly de-
scribed as follows:

That portion of Sections 1 and 12, Township 8
North, Range 6 West of the Willamette Meridi-
an, Wahkiakum County, Washington, de-
scribed as follows:

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of Section
1; THENCE Northwesterly to the Northeast cor-
ner of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast
Quarter, of said Section 1; THENCE continuing
Northwesterly to the Northeast corner of the
Southwest quarter of said Section 1; THENCE
West to the Northwest corner of the East half of
the Southwest quarter of said Section 1;
THENCE South along the West line of said
East half and its extension to its intersection
with State Highway S.R. 4; THENCE South-
easterly along the centerline of said S.R. 4, and
being within said Section 12, to its intersection
with Fern Hill Road; THENCE Easterly along
the centerline of said Fern Hill Road to its inter-
section with the East line of said Section 12;
THENCE North along the East line of said Sec-
tion 12 to the Northeast corner of said Section
12, also being the Southeast corner of said
Section 1, and the POINT OF BEGINNING.

(2) Additional service areas may be created
from time to time pursuant to interlocal agreement
between the town and county, and to which this
chapter shall apply. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.75.050 Contract time period.
All contracts entered into pursuant to this chap-

ter shall provide for a period of 15 years or more
for the reimbursement of sewer facilities costs.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.75.060 Collection and disbursement of fees.
(1) No person, firm, or corporation shall be

granted a permit or be authorized to tap into or use
any sewer facilities or extensions thereof in the
described service area during the period of time
prescribed in such interlocal agreement without
first paying to the town, in addition to all other
costs and charges made or assessed for such tap, or
use, or for the sewers constructed in connection
therewith, the amount required by the provisions of
the interlocal agreement under which the sewer
facilities so tapped into or used were constructed.

(2) The town clerk-treasurer shall be the
responsible town official for the collection and dis-
bursement of system development fees.

(3) All system development fees collected shall
be disbursed under the terms and conditions of
each interlocal agreement within 60 days after their
receipt. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.75.070 Charging of town sewer rates.
Upon approval and acceptance of sewer facili-

ties, the town clerk-treasurer shall charge such
sewer rates authorized by town sewer ordinance.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Chapter 13.80

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS

Sections:

Article I. Definitions

Generally.
Accessory dwelling unit.
Apartment house.
Duplex.
Dwelling unit.
Equivalent customer unit.
Hotel.
Multiple-family residence.
Single-family residence.
Industrial user.
Shall and may.
Superintendent.
User.
User charge.

Article II. Sewer User Charges

Equivalent customer units established.
Special users.
Excess EDU surcharge for special user
discharges.
User charge within boundaries of LID
No. 13.
User charge outside boundaries of LID
No. 13.
Commencement of charges for
occupied and unoccupied property.
Charges for single user having more
than one classification of use.
Review of user charge.
Determination of incorrect assignment
of user class – Reassignment.
Recordkeeping.

Article III. Review and Revision of Rates

Annual review of sewer user charges.
Reviewing authority – Date
established.

Article IV. Responsibility, Payment
Delinquencies and Penalties

Owner responsible for payment.
Billing schedule.
Due date – Delinquency.
Recovery of debt by civil action.
Delinquent payment penalty.
Sewer connection closure due to
delinquency – Closure and restoration
expense responsibility.
Restoration conditions.
Additional and concurrent methods of
enforcing liens.
Change of ownership or occupancy no
remedy to penalties.

Article V. Permit Fees, Connection Charges,
Systems Development Fees and Standards for

Sewer Extensions

Building sewer permit fee.
Connection charge within boundaries
of LID No. 13.
Connection charge outside boundaries
of LID No. 13.
Connection approval or denial.
Denial for good cause.
Conditional acceptance by town of
sewer systems constructed by private
developers.

Article VI. Appeals

Request for review of user charge.
Review – Substantiation
determination.
Revised data approval –
Recomputation of charges.

Article I. Definitions

Generally.
Unless the context specifically indicates other-

wise, the meaning of terms used in this chapter
shall be as set forth in this article. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)
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Accessory dwelling unit.
“Accessory dwelling unit” shall mean a subor-

dinate dwelling unit added to, created within, or
detached from a single-family structure with a sep-
arate entrance that provides basic requirements for
living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.
(Ord. 595, 2017)

Apartment house.
“Apartment house” shall mean any building, or

portion thereof, which is designed, built, rented,
leased, let or hired out to be occupied, or which
is occupied, as the home or residence of three or
more families living independently of each other
and doing their own cooking in the said building.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Duplex.
“Duplex” shall mean a building, which is lo-

cated on one legal lot or parcel, containing two
dwelling units designed exclusively for occupancy
by two single households living independently of
one another and sharing a common wall. A single-
family dwelling containing an accessory dwelling
unit shall not be interpreted as a duplex. (Ord. 595,
2017)

Dwelling unit.
“Dwelling unit” shall mean a single unit provid-

ing complete, independent living facilities for one
or more persons, including permanent provisions
for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Equivalent customer unit.
“Equivalent customer unit” shall mean a unit of

wastewater which, based upon standardized for-
mulas and engineering analysis, incurs the same
costs for operation and maintenance of a sewage
treatment facility as does the discharge of domes-
tic waste from a normal single-family residence.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Hotel.
“Hotel” shall mean any building containing

three or more guest rooms intended or designed to
be used, or which are used, rented or hired out to
be occupied, or which are occupied, for sleeping
purposes by guests. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Multiple-family residence.
“Multiple-family residence” shall mean a build-

ing or portion thereof designed or used as a res-
idence by two or more families and containing
two or more dwelling units, any one of which
may be an accessory dwelling unit occupied by
the owner of the property or by a family member
related to the property owner by blood, marriage,
or adoption, including foster children, but only if
the primary dwelling and accessory dwelling are
both occupied by the property owner and/or fam-
ily member. (Ord. 595, 2017)

Single-family residence.
“Single-family residence” shall mean a building

designed or used for residential purposes by not
more than one family and containing one dwelling
unit only, and shall include an accessory dwelling
unit not deemed to be part of a multiple-family res-
idence under CMC 13.80.061. (Ord. 595, 2017)

Industrial user.
“Industrial user” shall mean any nongovern-

mental user of the public treatment works iden-
tified in the Standards Industrial Classification
Manual, 1972, United States Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, as amended and supplemented,
under the following divisions:

(1) Division A: Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
ing;

(2) Division B: Mining;
(3) Division D: Manufacturing;
(4) Division E: Transportation, Communica-

tions, Electric, Gas and Sanitary Services;
(5) Division I: Services.
A user in these divisions may be excluded from

the industrial category if it is determined that it
will introduce primarily domestic wastes and
wastes from sanitary conveniences. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

Shall and may.
“Shall” is mandatory; “may” is permissible.

(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Superintendent.
“Superintendent” shall mean the public works

superintendent of the town of Cathlamet or his de-
signee. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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User.
“User” shall mean every person or entity using

any part of the public sewerage system of the town
of Cathlamet. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

User charge.
“User charge” shall mean the periodic charges

levied on all users of the public sewerage system,
and shall, at a minimum, cover each user’s pro-
portionate share of the cost of operation and main-
tenance of said sewerage system. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

Article II. Sewer User Charges

Equivalent customer units
established.

For the purpose of assessing equitable user
charges to each user of the public sewerage system
of the town of Cathlamet, the following “equiva-
lent customer units” are hereby established for the
following user classes:

User Class Equivalent
Customer Units

(1) Single-family
residence

1.0

(2) Multiple-family
residence, duplex,
apartment house,
trailer court

1.0 + 0.7 per
each additional
dwelling unit

(3) Hotel, motel 1.0 + 0.4 per
rental unit, up to
a maximum of
5.0

(4) Recreational
vehicle parks

1.0 + 0.4 per
rental unit (pad)

(5) Schools:

(a) Elementary
(including old
gymnasium)

1.0 per 25
students

(b) High school 1.0 per 15
students

User Class Equivalent
Customer Units

(6) Other public
facilities:

(a) Town park 1.0

(b) Elochoman
Marina Main
Account

5.0

(c) Swimming pool 3.0

(d) Courthouse 6.0

(e) P.U.D. 2.0

(f) Town Hall 2.0

(7) Commercial:

(a) Small shop,
store, or business
establishment

1.0

(b) Supermarkets,
grocery stores

2.0

(c) Restaurant (with
inside seating)

2.0

(d) Drive-in (no
inside seating)

2.0

(e) Tavern 2.0

(f) Coin laundry 0.7 per washing
machine, up to a
maximum of 5.0

(g) Professional
office

1.0

(h) Nursing home 2.0 + 0.4 per
bed, up to a
maximum of 5.0

(8) Churches,
service

1.0
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User Class Equivalent
Customer Units

organizations,
meeting halls

In the event there is any conflict between the
provisions of this section and any other provision
of the Cathlamet Municipal Code, the other pro-
vision shall prevail. (Ord. 602, 2017; Ord. 595,
2017; Ord. 563, 2013)

Special users.
Any industrial user or any other user which can-

not be classified in any of the user classes set forth
in CMC 13.80.120 shall be considered a special
user. Such user shall be placed in an open class
and a special charge based on both volume and
strength of waste shall be assigned to that user by
the superintendent subject to the approval of the
council. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Excess EDU surcharge for special
user discharges.

Special users whose discharges exceed 0.28
pound of biochemical oxygen demand per EDU
per day, or exceed 0.30 pound of total suspended
solids per EDU per day, shall be subject to a sur-
charge calculated at the town’s established rate per
EDU or fraction thereof. (Ord. 568, 2013)

User charge within boundaries of
LID No. 13.

The monthly user charge for each user located
within the boundaries of Local Improvement Dis-
trict No. 13 of the town of Cathlamet as estab-
lished by Ordinance No. 280 shall be consistent
with the rates established by this chapter. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

User charge outside boundaries of
LID No. 13.

The monthly user charge for each user located
outside the boundaries of Local Improvement Dis-
trict No. 13 of the town of Cathlamet as estab-
lished by Ordinance No. 280 shall be consistent
with the rates established by this chapter. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

Commencement of charges for
occupied and unoccupied property.

The sewer user charge for all occupied property
shall begin 90 days after the sewer service be-
comes available or the day that connection is made
to the public sewer, whichever occurs first. The
sewer user charge for all unoccupied property shall
begin within 30 days after the property is ready
for occupancy or on the first day of occupancy,
whichever occurs first. All unoccupied property
which is ready for occupancy at the time the sewer
service becomes available shall be treated as oc-
cupied property. Once the sewer user charge has
commenced, no credit shall be given for vacancy;
provided, however, that the sewer user charge may
be reduced to 1.0 equivalent customer unit; pro-
vided, that:

(1) The customer requests in writing that the
user charge be reduced to such minimum after cer-
tifying that the property is unoccupied and that the
customer will notify the town when the property
again becomes occupied;

(2) The account is paid current to the first of the
month following the town’s receipt of such written
request before the user charge will be reduced; and

(3) That the sewer user charge will be increased
to the appropriate number of equivalent customer
units on the first day of the month during which
the property again becomes occupied. (Ord. 563,
2013)

Charges for single user having more
than one classification of use.

(1) A single user having more than one clas-
sification of use shall be charged the sum of the
charges for those classifications.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this sec-
tion, a single-family residence single user having
more than one classification of use within their
residence shall only be charged the “equivalent
customer units” for the highest user class.

(3) No single user having more than one clas-
sification of use shall be charged more than 5.0
equivalent customer units. (Ord. 563, 2013; Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

Review of user charge.
Should any user believe that he has been incor-

rectly assigned to a particular user class or incor-
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rectly assigned a number of equivalent customer
units, that user may apply for review of his user
charge as provided in Article VI of this chapter.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Determination of incorrect
assignment of user class –
Reassignment.

Should the superintendent determine that a user
is incorrectly assigned to a user class or incorrectly
assigned a number of equivalent customer units,
he shall reassign a more appropriate user class or
number of equivalent customer units to that user
and shall notify that user of such reassignment.
The superintendent shall apply such criteria of the
Washington Department of Ecology, the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency, and all other laws
and rules that may properly apply. The superin-
tendent may apply such engineering and technical
standards as are consistent with governing laws
and regulations. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Recordkeeping.
Records of all assigned user classes and all as-

signed rates as well as the wastewater characteris-
tics forming the basis of the equivalent customer
unit shall be kept on file at the Town Hall office
and shall be open for public inspection. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

Article III. Review and Revision of Rates

Annual review of sewer user
charges.

The sewer user charges established in Article II
of this chapter shall, at a minimum, be reviewed
annually and revised periodically to reflect actual
costs of operation, maintenance, replacement and
financing of the municipal sewerage system and to
maintain the equitability of the user charges with
respect to proportional distribution of the costs of
operation and maintenance in proportion to each
user’s contribution to the total wastewater loading
of the sewerage system. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Reviewing authority – Date
established.

User classes and equivalent customer unit com-
putations shall be reviewed by the superintendent

annually and shall be established as of January 1st
of each calendar year. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article IV. Responsibility, Payment
Delinquencies and Penalties

Owner responsible for payment.
The person who owns the premises served by

the sewerage system shall be responsible for pay-
ment of the sewer user charge for that property
notwithstanding the fact that the property may be
occupied by a tenant or other occupant who may
be required by the owner to pay said charges. Only
one bill per building sewer connected to the mu-
nicipal sewerage system shall be prepared and is-
sued by the town. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Billing schedule.
The users of the sewerage system shall be billed

on a monthly basis for services rendered in accor-
dance with the rate schedule as set forth in Article
II of this chapter. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Due date – Delinquency.
Sewer user charges shall be due and payable in

full on the fifth day of the month approximately
one month after the closing date reflected on the
billing. (For example, whether the closing date
is January 31st or February 3rd, charges are due
March 5th.) If the fifth falls on a weekend or a le-
gal holiday recognized by the town, charges are
due and payable the following business day. Sewer
user charges shall be delinquent if not paid by such
date. (Ord. 598 § 2, 2017)

Recovery of debt by civil action.
Sewer user charges levied in accordance with

this chapter shall be a debt due to the town and
a lien upon the property served. If this debt is
not paid prior to delinquency as defined in CMC
13.80.250, it may be recovered by civil action in
the name of the town against the property owner,
the user, or both. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Delinquent payment penalty.
In the event that sewer user charges are not paid

prior to delinquency as defined in CMC 13.80.250,
a penalty shall be assessed at the rate of $10.00 per
month from the date of delinquency which shall be
added to the user’s account. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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13.80.280

13.80.290

Sewer connection closure due to
delinquency – Closure and
restoration expense responsibility.

After a two-month delinquent period, the occu-
pant or occupants of the affected premises shall be
given a 24-hour notice after which the town shall
have the right to remove or close sewer connec-
tions and enter upon the property for accomplish-
ing such purposes. The expense of such discontin-
uance, removal, or closing, as well as the expense
of restoring service, shall be a debt due to the town
and a lien upon the property and may be recovered
by civil action in the name of the town against the
property owner, the user, or both. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

Restoration conditions.
Sewer service shall not be restored until all

charges, including the expense of removal, clos-
ing, and restoration, shall have been paid. (Ord.
550 § 2, 2012)

Cathlamet Municipal Code 13.80.290

13-41.2 (Revised 2/18)



Cathlamet Municipal Code 13.80.360

13-42 (Revised 7/12)

13.80.300 Additional and concurrent methods 
of enforcing liens.

As an additional and concurrent method of
enforcing the lien authorized by this chapter and
Chapter 35.67 RCW, the town may elect to enforce
said lien by cutting off the water service from the
premises to which sewer service was furnished
after the sewer charges become delinquent and
unpaid as defined by this article. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)

13.80.310 Change of ownership or occupancy 
no remedy to penalties.

Change of ownership or occupancy of premises
found delinquent shall not be cause for reducing or
eliminating the penalties set forth in this article.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article V. Permit Fees, Connection Charges, 
Systems Development Fees and Standards for 

Sewer Extensions

13.80.320 Building sewer permit fee.
The fee for the building sewer permit required

by virtue of CMC 13.70.300 shall be the sum of
$25.00 payable upon submission of the building
sewer permit application to the superintendent.
(Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.80.330 Connection charge within 
boundaries of LID No. 13.

For all property located within the boundaries of
Local Improvement District No. 13 of the town of
Cathlamet as established by Ordinance No. 280,
there shall be levied and collected a sewer connec-
tion charge as provided by CMC 13.10.060 per
equivalent customer unit for the privilege of con-
necting a building sewer to the town’s municipal
sewerage system. This connection charge shall be
payable at the time of making application for a
building sewer permit. This connection charge
shall not apply to property already connected to the
town’s municipal sewerage system on May 13,
1982. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.80.340 Connection charge outside 
boundaries of LID No. 13.

For all property not located within the bound-
aries of Local Improvement District No. 13 of the
town of Cathlamet as established by Ordinance No.
280, no person shall hereafter be allowed to con-

nect any sewer lines to the municipal sewerage sys-
tem of the town of Cathlamet without first making
application to the town of Cathlamet and without at
the time of such application paying to the town
clerk-treasurer a systems development fee as pro-
vided by CMC 13.10.060 per equivalent customer
unit. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.80.350 Connection approval or denial.
Upon receipt of an application for sewer con-

nection made pursuant to CMC 13.70.340, the
superintendent shall conduct an investigation to
determine whether the applicant has complied with
the requirements set forth in this article. Within 60
days of the receipt of such application, the superin-
tendent shall submit a report to the council and
such report shall include a recommendation as to
whether or not the superintendent believes that the
proposed connection would be in the best interests
of the sewerage utility of the town of Cathlamet.
Upon the receipt of said report, the council shall
schedule a hearing after which the council will
determine whether the application for connection
to the municipal sewerage system should be
granted or denied. The applicant shall be given at
least five days’ notice prior to any such hearing. If
the application is denied, the systems development
fee shall be refunded to the applicant. (Ord. 550
§ 2, 2012)

13.80.360 Denial for good cause.
The town may deny any application made under

CMC 13.70.340 for good cause. Good cause
includes, but is not limited to: (1) a finding by the
town council that the applicant’s sewerage system
does not meet the minimum construction require-
ments established by the superintendent and the
Uniform Plumbing Code, 1982, and supplements
thereto; (2) a finding by the town council that the
applicant is not willing or able to turn ownership of
any privately constructed trunk or collector sewers
over to the town; (3) a finding by the town council
that the applicant is unable or unwilling to comply
with the provision of CMC 13.70.370; (4) a finding
by the town council that further extensions of the
municipal sewerage system would jeopardize the
ability of the system to adequately serve then exist-
ing users. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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13.80.370 Conditional acceptance by town of 
sewer systems constructed by 
private developers.

The town may accept for ownership, operation
and maintenance sewer systems constructed by pri-
vate developers or other private persons; provided,
that all of the following conditions are met:

(1) A preliminary engineering report and final
construction plans and specifications shall be pre-
pared by a professional civil engineer licensed in
the state of Washington. These documents shall be
prepared in accordance with the rules and regula-
tions of and meet the approval of the State Depart-
ment of Health and the State Department of
Ecology. This report shall include costs of con-
struction and operation and maintenance costs.

(2) The design of the system or systems shall be
in harmony with any existing town general water
and/or sewer plan for the area in which the system
or systems are proposed.

(3) The engineering report and final plans must
be approved by the town prior to any construction.

(4) The developer shall, prior to construction,
enter into an agreement wherein deeds, easements,
rights-of-way, licenses and permits required by the
town to operate and maintain the system will be
provided by the developer, at his expense, as a con-
dition of acceptance by the town.

(5) All construction work must be inspected by
a licensed professional engineer or his designated
inspector and acknowledgment of acceptance of all
work must be accompanied by said engineer’s seal.
However, the town reserves the right to inspect any
and all portions of the job at the discretion of the
superintendent. Any plan or specification changes
must be approved by the state of Washington and
the superintendent.

(6) The town will require a one-year mainte-
nance bond on all sewer systems accepted by the
town to insure the correction of any faulty equip-
ment or construction. Such maintenance bond will
in no way waive the manufacturer’s warranty.

(7) One copy plus one reproducible copy of the
“as-built” sewer plans shall be submitted to the
superintendent.

(8) The town will not accept the liability for or
the ownership of any sewer system in any other
manner than by a resolution passed by the town
council. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Article VI. Appeals

13.80.380 Request for review of user charge.
Any sewer user who feels his sewer user charge

is unjust and inequitable as applied to his premises
within the intent of the foregoing provisions of this
chapter may make written application to the town
council requesting a review of his user charge. Said
written request shall, where necessary, show the
actual or estimated average flow of his wastewater
in comparison with the values upon which the
charge is based, including how the measurements
or estimates were made. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.80.390 Review – Substantiation 
determination.

Review of the request shall be made by the town
council after consultation with the superintendent.
The council shall determine whether the request is
substantiated or not. If the council determines that
further information is necessary in order to fairly
evaluate the request, the council may, prior to mak-
ing its determination, refer the matter to the super-
intendent or a registered professional engineer for
further study. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

13.80.400 Revised data approval – 
Recomputation of charges.

If the request is determined by the council to be
substantiated, the user charges for that user shall be
recomputed based upon the approved revised data
and the new charges thus recomputed shall be
applicable retroactively up to six months, as appli-
cable under the circumstances. (Ord. 550 § 2,
2012)
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Chapter 13.85

NONRENEWAL OF INTERLOCAL WATER 
SUPPLY CONTRACT

(Repealed by Ord. 580)

Chapter 13.90

WATER AND SEWER RESERVE FUNDS

Sections:
13.90.010 Water and sewer reserve funds.

13.90.010 Water and sewer reserve funds.
(1) The town council shall direct the establish-

ment and maintenance of separate and distinct util-
ity reserve accounts to accumulate utility revenues
for the purpose of financing long-term system
repairs, upgrades, revisions, replacements, and
extensions as follows:

(a) Water Cumulative Reserve Fund 402;
(b) Sewer Cumulative Reserve Fund 403;

and
(c) Such other utility accounts as the council

may direct by ordinance.
(2) The town council may authorize transfers of

funds from one utility reserve account to another
utility reserve account, or to an ongoing utility
operating expense account, by amendment to the
town’s annual budget ordinance under the follow-
ing conditions:

(a) Upon declaration of an emergency by the
mayor or the council;

(b) When required by operation of law;
(c) When the town council determines the

transfer is necessary for the public safety, proper
utility operations, or economic integrity of the
town. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)



13.95.010

13.95.020

13.95.030

13.95.040

13.95.045
13.95.050

13.95.010

13.95.020

13.95.030

13.95.040

13.95.045

13.95.050

Chapter 13.95

WATER AND SEWER RATES

Sections:
Water rates within town corporate
limits.
Water rates outside town corporate
limits.
Sewer rates within town corporate
limits.
Sewer rates outside town corporate
limits.
Commercial/multiresidential.
Sewer reserve account deposits.

Water rates within town corporate
limits.

Water rates within town corporate limits are es-
tablished as follows:

(1) Monthly Minimum Charge.

Meter Size Basic Charge (from 0 to
350 cubic feet/month)

5/8 inch: $35.96

3/4 inch: $42.54

1 inch: $57.01

1 1/2 inch: $75.77

2 inch: $96.88

3 inch: $128.56

4 inch: $168.38

>4 inch: Established by contract
with the town of
Cathlamet

(2) Supplemental Volume Charge (In Excess of
350 Cubic Feet/Month). Per 100 cubic feet or part
thereof per month: $2.46. (Ord. 601 § 1, 2017)

Water rates outside town corporate
limits.

Water rates outside town corporate limits are es-
tablished as follows:

(1) Monthly Minimum Charge.

Meter Size Basic Charge (from 0 to
350 cubic feet/month)

5/8 inch: $52.76

3/4 inch: $65.84

1 inch: $82.53

1 1/2 inch: $109.03

2 inch: $138.80

3 inch: $182.26

4 inch: $239.72

>4 inch: Established by contract
with the town of
Cathlamet

(2) Supplemental Volume Charge (In Excess of
350 Cubic Feet/Month). Per 100 cubic feet or part
thereof per month: $3.29. (Ord. 601 § 2, 2017)

Sewer rates within town corporate
limits.

Sewer rates within town corporate limits:
$98.78 per month. (Ord. 601 § 3, 2017)

Sewer rates outside town corporate
limits.

Sewer rates outside town corporate limits:
$114.84 per month. (Ord. 601 § 4, 2017)

Commercial/multiresidential.
Commercial and multiresidential users are

billed based on the equivalent customer units es-
tablished in CMC 13.80.120. (Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)

Sewer reserve account deposits.
The clerk-treasurer shall deposit a portion of

sewer service charges collected pursuant to CMC
13.95.030 and 13.95.040 into the town’s Sewer
Cumulative Reserve Fund on the following basis:
$60.00 per month. (Ord. 591 § 1, 2017; Ord. 588
§ 5, 2016; Ord. 550 § 2, 2012)
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Title 14

ENVIRONMENT

Chapters:
14.05 Environmental Review State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
14.10 Flood Damage Prevention
14.15 Critical Areas
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Chapter 14.05

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA)

Sections:
14.05.010 Authority.
14.05.020 Definitions.
14.05.030 Additional definitions.
14.05.040 Process.
14.05.050 Designation of responsible official.
14.05.060 Lead agency determination and 

responsibilities.
14.05.070 Transfer of lead agency status to a state 

agency.
14.05.080 Categorical exemptions – Adoption by 

reference.
14.05.090 Categorical exemptions – 

Determination.
14.05.100 Flexible thresholds for categorical 

exemptions.
14.05.110 Integration with permit and land use 

decision.
14.05.120 Integration of SEPA with project 

permit decision-making.
14.05.130 Threshold determinations.
14.05.140 Environmental checklist.
14.05.150 Timing.
14.05.160 Mitigated DNS.
14.05.170 Environmental impact statement.
14.05.180 Preparation of EIS – Additional 

considerations.
14.05.190 Additional elements to be covered by 

EIS.
14.05.200 Adoption by reference.
14.05.210 Public notice.
14.05.220 Designation of official to perform 

consulted agency responsibilities for 
the town.

14.05.230 Using existing environmental 
documents.

14.05.240 SEPA and agency decisions.
14.05.250 Substantive authority.
14.05.260 Appeals.
14.05.265 Notice/statute of limitations.
14.05.270 Agency compliance.
14.05.280 Critical areas.
14.05.290 Fees.
14.05.300 Adoption by reference.

14.05.010 Authority.
The town adopts this chapter under the State

Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), RCW
43.21C.120 and the SEPA Rules, Chapter 197-11

WAC. This chapter contains the town’s SEPA pro-
cedures and policies. The SEPA Rules, Chapter
197-11 WAC, must be used in conjunction with
this chapter. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.020 Definitions.
This section contains the basic requirements that

apply to the SEPA process. The town adopts the
following sections of Chapter 197-11 WAC by ref-
erence:
WAC
197-11-040 Definitions.
197-11-220 SEPA/GMA definitions.
197-11-700 Definitions.
197-11-702 Act.
197-11-704 Action.
197-11-706 Addendum.
197-11-708 Adoption.
197-11-710 Affected tribe.
197-11-712 Affecting.
197-11-714 Agency.
197-11-716 Applicant.
197-11-718 Built environment.
197-11-720 Categorical exemption.
197-11-721 Consolidated appeal.
197-11-724 Consulted agency.
197-11-726 Cost-benefit analysis.
197-11-728 County/town.
197-11-730 Decision-maker.
197-11-732 Department.
197-11-734 Determination of nonsignificance 

(DNS).
197-11-736 Determination of significance (DS).
197-11-738 EIS.
197-11-740 Environment.
197-11-742 Environmental checklist.
197-11-744 Environmental document.
197-11-746 Environmental review.
197-11-750 Expanded scoping.
197-11-752 Impacts.
197-11-754 Incorporation by reference.
197-11-756 Lands covered by water.
197-11-758 Lead agency.
197-11-760 License.
197-11-762 Local agency.
197-11-764 Major action.
197-11-766 Mitigated DNS.
197-11-768 Mitigation.
197-11-770 Natural environment.
197-11-772 NEPA.
197-11-774 Nonproject.



Cathlamet Municipal Code 14.05.060

14-3 (Revised 2/17)

197-11-775 Open record hearing.
197-11-776 Phased review.
197-11-778 Preparation.
197-11-780 Private project.
197-11-782 Probable.
197-11-784 Proposal.
197-11-786 Reasonable alternative.
197-11-788 Responsible official.
197-11-790 SEPA.
197-11-792 Scope.
197-11-793 Scoping.
197-11-794 Significant.
197-11-796 State agency.
197-11-797 Threshold determination.
197-11-799 Underlying government action.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.030 Additional definitions.
In addition to those definitions contained with

WAC 197-11-700 through 197-11-799 and 197-
11-220, when used in this chapter, the following
terms shall have the following meanings, unless
the context indicates otherwise:

(1) “Department” means any division, unit or
department of the town.

(2) “Ordinance” or “chapter” means the ordi-
nance, resolution or other procedure used by the
town to adopt regulatory requirements.

(3) “Early notice” means the town’s response to
an applicant stating whether it considers issuance
of a determination of significance likely for the
applicant’s proposal (mitigated determination of
nonsignificance (MDNS) procedures). (Ord. 581
§ 2, 2016)

14.05.040 Process.
The town adopts the following sections of Chap-

ter 197-11 WAC by reference:
WAC
197-11-050 Lead agency.
197-11-055 Timing of the SEPA process.
197-11-060 Content of environmental review.
197-11-070 Limitations on actions during SEPA 

process.
197-11-080 Incomplete or unavailable 

information.
197-11-090 Supporting documents.
197-11-100 Information required of applicants.
197-11-158 SEPA/GMA project review – 

Reliance on existing plans, laws and 
regulations.

197-11-164 Planned actions – Definition and 
criteria.

197-11-168 Ordinances or resolutions designating 
planned actions – Procedures for 
adoption.

197-11-172 Planned actions – Project review.
197-11-210 SEPA/GMA integration.
197-11-228 Overall SEPA/GMA integration 

procedures.
197-11-230 Timing of an integrated GMA/SEPA 

process.
197-11-232 SEPA/GMA integration procedures 

for preliminary planning, 
environmental analysis, and 
expanded scoping.

197-11-235 SEPA/GMA integration documents.
197-11-238 SEPA/GMA integration monitoring.
197-11-250 SEPA/Model Toxics Control Act 

integration.
197-11-253 SEPA lead agency for MTCA actions. 
197-11-256 Preliminary evaluation.
197-11-259 Determination of nonsignificance and 

EIS for MTCA remedial action.
197-11-265 Early scoping for MTCA remedial 

actions.
197-11-268 MTCA interim actions.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.050 Designation of responsible official. 
(1) For those proposals for which the town is

the lead agency, the responsible official shall be the
town public works superintendent or designee. 

(2) For all proposals for which the town is the
lead agency, the responsible official shall make the
threshold determination, supervise scoping and
preparation of any required environmental impact
statement (EIS) and perform any other functions
assigned to the “lead agency” or “responsible offi-
cial” by those sections of the SEPA rules that were
adopted by reference in this chapter. (Ord. 581 § 2,
2016)

14.05.060 Lead agency determination and 
responsibilities. 

(1) The SEPA responsible official shall deter-
mine the lead agency for any application for or ini-
tiation of a proposal that involves a nonexempt
action, as provided in WAC 197-11-050, unless the
lead agency has been previously determined or if
another agency is in the process of determining the
lead agency. 
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(2) When the town is the lead agency for a pro-
posal, the SEPA responsible official shall super-
vise compliance with the necessary threshold
determination requirements, and if an EIS is neces-
sary, shall supervise preparation of the EIS. 

(3) When the town is not the lead agency for a
proposal, all departments of the town shall use and
consider, as appropriate, either the DNS or the final
EIS of the lead agency in making decisions on the
proposal. No town department shall prepare or
require preparation of a DNS or EIS in addition to
that prepared by the lead agency, unless required
under WAC 197-11-600. In some cases, the town
may conduct supplemental environmental review
under WAC 197-11-600.

(4) If the town or any of its departments
receives a lead agency determination made by any
other agency that appears inconsistent with the cri-
teria of WAC 197-11-253 or 197-11-922 through
197-11-940, it may object to the determination.
Any objection must be made to the agency origi-
nally making the determination and resolved
within 15 days of receipt of the determination, or
the town must petition the Department of Ecology
for lead agency determination under WAC 197-11-
946 within the 15-day time period. Any such peti-
tion on behalf of the town may be initiated by the
SEPA responsible official. 

(5) Departments of the town are authorized to
make agreements as to lead agency status or shared
lead agency duties for a proposal under WAC 197-
11-942 and 197-11-944; provided, that the respon-
sible official and any department that will incur
responsibilities as the result of such agreement
approve the agreement. 

(6) Any department making a lead agency
determination for a private project shall require
sufficient information from the applicant to iden-
tify which other agencies have jurisdiction over the
proposal. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.070 Transfer of lead agency status to a 
state agency.

For any proposal for a private project where the
town would be the lead agency and for which one
or more state agencies have jurisdiction, the town’s
responsible official may elect to transfer the lead
agency duties to a state agency. The state agency
with jurisdiction appearing first on the priority list-
ing in WAC 197-11-936 shall be the lead agency
and the town shall be an agency with jurisdiction.

To transfer lead agency duties, the town’s respon-
sible official must transmit a notice of the transfer
together with any relevant information available on
the proposal to the appropriate state agency with
jurisdiction. The responsible official of the town
shall also give notice of the transfer to the private
applicant and any other agencies with jurisdiction
over the proposal. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.080 Categorical exemptions – Adoption 
by reference.

The town adopts the following rules for categor-
ical exemptions from Chapter 197-11 WAC: 
WAC
197-11-300 Purpose of this part.
197-11-305 Categorical exemptions.
197-11-800 Categorical exemptions.
197-11-880 Emergencies.
197-11-890 Petitioning DOE to change 

exemptions.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.090 Categorical exemptions – 
Determination. 

(1) Each department within the town that
receives an application for a license or, in the case
of governmental proposals, the department initiat-
ing the proposal, shall determine whether the
license, permit and/or proposal is exempt. The
department’s determination that a proposal is
exempt shall be final and is not subject to adminis-
trative review. If a proposal is exempt, none of the
procedural requirements of this chapter apply to
the proposal. The town shall not require comple-
tion of an environmental checklist for an exempt
proposal. 

(2) In determining whether or not a proposal is
exempt, the department shall make certain that the
proposal is properly defined and shall identify the
governmental licenses required (WAC 197-11-
070). If a proposal includes exempt and non-
exempt actions, the department shall determine the
lead agency, even if the license application that
triggers the department’s consideration is exempt. 

(3) If a proposal includes both exempt and non-
exempt actions, the town may authorize exempt
actions prior to compliance with the procedural
requirements of this chapter, except that: 

(a) The town shall not give authorization for:
(i) Any nonexempt action;
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(ii) Any action that would have an
adverse environmental impact; or 

(iii) Any action that would limit the
choice of alternatives. 

(b) The department may withhold approval
of an exempt action that would lead to modifica-
tion of the physical environment, when such mod-
ification would serve no purpose if the nonexempt
action(s) were not approved; and 

(c) A department may withhold approval of
exempt actions that would lead to substantial finan-
cial expenditures by a private applicant when the
expenditures would serve no purpose if the nonex-
empt actions were not approved. 

The town will normally identify whether an
action is categorically exempt within 30 days of
receiving a completed application. The responsible
official shall certify when an application is com-
plete based upon review of the environmental
checklist, or for project permit applications, based
on the requirements for a complete application set
forth in the town’s code for each permit type. If
additional information is required to supplement
the checklist, the application shall not be certified
complete until the required information is received
by the superintendent. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.100 Flexible thresholds for categorical 
exemptions.

The lowest level in the ranges below apply
unless the town raises the level based on local con-
ditions, such as previous DNSs on the activities or
the town’s development codes. The town may raise
the level for an exemption to any point up to the
maximum specified in WAC 197-11-800(1)(c);
once levels are established in this chapter, the town
must apply a level to all projects within the geo-
graphic area. 

(1) The town establishes the following exempt
level for minor new construction under WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b) based on local conditions:

(a) For residential dwelling units in WAC
197-11-800(1)(b)(i): up to four single-family units.

(b) For residential dwelling units in WAC
197-11-800(1)(b)(ii): up to four multifamily resi-
dential units.

(c) For agricultural structures in WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b)(iii): up to 10,000 square feet.

(d) For office, school, commercial, recre-
ational, service or storage buildings in WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b)(iv): up to 12,000 square feet and with

associated parking facilities designed for up to 40
automobiles. This exemption includes parking lots
for 20 or fewer automobiles not associated with a
structure.

(e) For fills and excavations in WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b)(v): up to 500 cubic yards.

(2) Whenever the town establishes new exempt
levels under this section, it shall send them to the
Department of Ecology, Headquarters Office,
Olympia, WA 98504 under WAC 197-11-
800(1)(c). (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.110 Integration with permit and land 
use decision.

Under Chapter 36.70B RCW, the procedure for
review and processing of project permit applica-
tions shall be combined with the environmental
review process, both procedural and substantive.
The process under the State Environmental Policy
Act (SEPA) and this chapter shall integrate the fol-
lowing procedures, insofar as possible, with any
applicable process for decision-making on permit
and land use applications: 

(1) Staff review of the application under town
codes and regulations and the environmental
review and determination thereon;

(2) The staff report on the application, and the
report or documentation concerning environmental
review;

(3) Hearings and other public processes,
including required public notices, required by town
code or regulation, and hearings and other public
processes, including public notices and appeals,
required or conducted under SEPA;

(4) Such other review processes as determined
by the responsible official. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.120 Integration of SEPA with project 
permit decision-making.

Under Chapter 36.70B RCW, the procedure for
review of project permit applications (as defined in
RCW 36.70B.020) shall be combined with the
environmental review process, both procedural and
substantive. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.130 Threshold determinations.
This section contains the rules for deciding

whether a proposal has a “probable, significant,
adverse environmental impact” requiring an envi-
ronmental impact statement to be prepared. This
section also contains rules for evaluating the
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impacts of proposals not requiring an EIS. The
town adopts the following sections by reference, as
supplemented in this section:
WAC
197-11-310 Threshold determination required.
197-11-315 Environmental checklist.
197-11-330 Threshold determination process.
197-11-335 Additional information.
197-11-340 Determination of nonsignificance 

(DNS).
197-11-350 Mitigated DNS.
197-11-355 Optional DNS process.
197-11-360 Determination of significance (DS) – 

Initiation of scoping.
197-11-390 Effect of threshold determination.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.140 Environmental checklist. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this

section, a completed environmental checklist (or a
copy), in the form provided in WAC 197-11-960,
shall be filed at the same time as an application for
a permit, license, certificate or other approval not
specifically exempted in this chapter, except that a
checklist is not needed if the town and applicant
agree that an EIS is required, SEPA compliance
has been completed, or SEPA compliance has been
initiated by another agency. The town shall use the
environmental checklist to determine the lead
agency, and if the town is the lead agency, for
determining the responsible official and for mak-
ing the threshold determinations. 

(2) For private proposals, the town will require
the applicant to complete the environmental check-
list, providing assistance as necessary. For town
proposals, the department initiating the proposal
shall complete the environmental checklist for that
proposal. 

(3) The town may require that it, and not the
private applicant, will complete, at the applicant’s
expense, all or part of the environmental checklist
for a private proposal, if either of the following
occurs: 

(a) The town has technical information on a
question or questions that are unavailable to the
private applicant; or 

(b) The applicant has provided inaccurate
information on previous proposals or on proposals
currently under consideration.

(4) For projects submitted as planned actions
under WAC 197-11-164, the town shall use its
existing environmental checklist form or may
modify the environmental checklist form as pro-
vided in WAC 197-11-315. The modified environ-
mental checklist form may be prepared and
adopted along with or as part of a planned action
ordinance; or developed after the ordinance is
adopted. In either case, a proposed modified envi-
ronmental checklist form must be sent to the
Department of Ecology to allow at least a 30-day
review prior to use. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.150 Timing.
For those project permit applications that are not

subject to Chapter 36.70B RCW, the following will
apply: 

(1) The town will attempt to issue a threshold
determination on a completed application within
90 days after the application and supporting docu-
mentation are complete. 

(2) A complete application for a threshold
determination consists of the following informa-
tion: 

(a) A description of the proposed action;
(b) Site information, including site plans,

vicinity maps and other information required for a
land use certification or other application;

(c) The environmental checklist;
(d) Additional information/environmental

checklist (WAC 197-11-335). The environmental
checklist covers 16 subjects. If, after review of the
environmental checklist, it is determined that there
is insufficient information to make a threshold
determination, additional information will be
required using any one or more of the following: 

(i) The applicant will provide more
information on subjects in the checklist;

(ii) The town makes its own further
study;

(iii) The town will consult with other
agencies, requesting information on the proposal’s
probable or potential impacts which lie within the
other agency’s jurisdiction or expertise. 

(3) It is the policy of the town that adequate
information must be provided before a threshold
decision can be made. The town will not com-
mence processing environmental checklists which
are not complete. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)
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14.05.160 Mitigated DNS. 
(1) As provided in this section and in WAC

197-11-350, the responsible official may issue a
DNS based on conditions attached to the proposal
by the responsible official or on changes to, or clar-
ifications of, the proposal made by the applicant. 

(2) An applicant may request in writing early
notice of whether a DS is likely under WAC 197-
11-350. The request must:

(a) Follow submission of a permit applica-
tion and environmental checklist for a nonexempt
proposal for which the department is lead agency;
and 

(b) Precede the town’s actual threshold
determination for the proposal. 

(3) The responsible official should respond to
the request for early notice within 30 working days.
The response shall: 

(a) Be written; 
(b) State whether the town currently consid-

ers issuance of a DS likely and if so, indicate the
general or specific area(s) of concern that is/are
leading the town to consider a DS; and

(c) State that the applicant may change or
clarify the proposal to mitigate the indicated
impacts, revising the environmental checklist
and/or permit application as necessary to reflect the
changes or clarifications.

(4) As much as possible, the town should assist
the applicant with identification of impacts to the
extent necessary to formulate mitigation measures. 

(5) When an applicant submits a changed or
clarified proposal, along with a revised or amended
environmental checklist, the town shall base its
threshold determination on the changed or clarified
proposal and should make the determination within
15 days of receiving the changed or clarified pro-
posal;

(a) If the town indicated specific mitigation
measures in its response to the request for early
notice, and the applicant changed or clarified the
proposal to include those specific mitigation mea-
sures, the town shall issue and circulate a DNS
under WAC 197-11-340(2). 

(b) If the town indicated areas of concern,
but did not indicate specific mitigation measures
that would allow it to issue a DNS, the town shall
make the threshold determination, issuing a DNS
or DS as appropriate. 

(c) The applicant’s proposed mitigation
measures (clarifications, changes or conditions)

must be in writing and must be specific. For exam-
ple, proposals to “control noise” or “prevent storm
water runoff” are inadequate, whereas proposals to
“muffle machinery to X decibel” or “construct
200-foot storm water retention pond at Y location”
are adequate. 

(d) Mitigation measures which justify issu-
ance of a mitigated DNS may be incorporated in
the DNS by reference to agency staff reports, stud-
ies or other documents. 

(6) A mitigated DNS is issued under either
WAC 197-11-340(2), requiring a 14-day comment
period and public notice, or WAC 197-11-355,
which may require no additional comment period
beyond the comment period on the notice of appli-
cation.

(7) Mitigation measures incorporated in the
mitigated DNS shall be deemed conditions of
approval of the permit decision and may be
enforced in the same manner as any term or condi-
tion of the permit, or enforced in any manner spe-
cifically prescribed by the town. 

(8) If the town’s tentative decision on a permit
or approval does not include mitigation measures
that were incorporated in a mitigated DNS for the
proposal, the town should evaluate the threshold
determination to assure consistency with WAC
197-11-340(3)(a) (withdrawal of DNS). 

(9) The town’s written response under subsec-
tion (2) of this section shall not be construed as a
determination of significance. In addition, prelimi-
nary discussion of clarifications or changes to a
proposal, as opposed to a written request for early
notice, shall not bind the town to consider the clar-
ifications or changes in its threshold determination.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.170 Environmental impact statement.
This section and CMC 14.05.180 contain the

rules for preparing environmental impact state-
ments. The town adopts the following sections by
reference, as supplemented by CMC 14.05.180:
WAC
197-11-400 Purpose of EIS.
197-11-402 General requirements.
197-11-405 EIS types.
197-11-406 EIS timing.
197-11-408 Scoping.
197-11-410 Expanded scoping (optional).
197-11-420 EIS preparation.
197-11-425 Style and size.
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197-11-430 Format.
197-11-435 Cover letter or memo.
197-11-440 EIS contents.
197-11-442 Contents of EIS on nonproject 

proposals.
197-11-443 EIS contents when prior nonproject 

EIS.
197-11-444 Relationship of EIS to other 

considerations.
197-11-450 Cost-benefit analysis.
197-11-455 Issuance of DEIS.
197-11-460 Issuance of FEIS.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.180 Preparation of EIS – Additional 
considerations.

(1) Preparation of draft and final EISs (DEIS
and FEIS) and draft and final supplemental EISs
(SEIS) is the responsibility of the responsible offi-
cial. Before the town issues an EIS, the responsible
official shall be satisfied that it complies with this
chapter and Chapter 197-11 WAC. When there is a
project permit application, preparation of the EIS is
the responsibility of the applicant, under direction
of the responsible official. However, when there is
no project permit application, the responsible offi-
cial shall have the discretion to determine the
responsibility for preparation of the EIS, under the
direction of the responsible official based on the
circumstances.1 

(2) The DEIS and FEIS or draft and final SEIS
shall be prepared by the town staff, the applicant,
or by a consultant selected by the town. If the
responsible official requires an EIS for a proposal
and determines that someone other than the town
will prepare the EIS, the responsible official shall
notify the applicant immediately after completion
of the threshold determination. The responsible
official shall also notify the applicant of the town’s
procedure for EIS preparation, including approval
of the DEIS and FEIS prior to distribution. 

(3) The town may require an applicant to pro-
vide information the town does not possess, includ-
ing specific investigations. However, the applicant

is not required to supply information that is not
required under this chapter or that is being
requested from another agency. However, this does
not apply to information the town may request
under another ordinance or statute.

(4) Subject to delays caused by the applicant’s
failure to provide information requested by the
town and other delays beyond the town’s control,
an EIS will be completed within one year of the
date of the declaration of significance, unless an
appeal is filed or the town and applicant agree in
writing to a different estimated time period for
completion of the EIS. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.190 Additional elements to be covered 
by EIS.

The following additional elements are part of
the environment for the purpose of EIS content, but
do not add to the criteria for threshold determina-
tions or perform any other function or purpose
under this chapter: economy; social policy analysis
and cost-benefit analysis. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.200 Adoption by reference.
This section and CMC 14.05.210 and 14.05.220

contain rules for consulting, commenting and
responding on all environmental documents under
SEPA, including rules for public notice and hear-
ings. The town adopts the following sections by
reference, as supplemented by CMC 14.05.210 and
14.05.220: 
WAC
197-11-500 Purpose of this part.
197-11-502 Inviting comment.
197-11-504 Availability and cost of 

environmental documents.
197-11-508 SEPA register.
197-11-510 Public notice.
197-11-535 Public hearings and meetings.
197-11-545 Effect of no comment.
197-11-550 Specificity of comments.
197-11-560 FEIS response to comments.
197-11-570 Consulted agency costs to assist lead 

agency.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.210 Public notice. 
(1) Whenever the town issues a DNS under

WAC 197-11-340(2) or a DS under WAC 197-11-
360(3), the town shall give public notice as fol-
lows: 

1.  For example, if there are five comprehensive plan amend-
ments submitted during an annual amendment process, four of
which are submitted by private property owners and one from
the town, the responsible official may allocate the financial
responsibility for the EIS preparation among the property
owners and the town.
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(a) If public notice is required for a nonex-
empt license, the notice shall state whether a DS or
DNS has been issued and when comments are due;

(b) If no public notice is required for the per-
mit or approval, the town shall give notice of the
DNS or DS by: 

(i) Posting the property, for a site-spe-
cific proposal;

(ii) Publishing notice in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county, town or general
area where the proposal is located; 

(iii) Notifying public or private groups
which have expressed interest in a certain proposal
or in the type of proposal being considered;

(iv) Notifying the news media;
(v) Placing notices in appropriate

regional, neighborhood, ethnic or trade journals;
and/or

(vi) Publishing notice in agency newslet-
ters and/or sending notice to agency mailing lists
(either general lists or lists for specific proposals
for subject areas).

(2) When the town issues a DS under WAC
197-11-360(3), the town shall state the scoping
procedure for the proposal in the DS as required in
WAC 197-11-408 and in the public notice. 

(3) Whenever the town issues a DEIS under
WAC 197-11-455(5) or a SEIS under WAC 197-
11-620, notice of the availability of those docu-
ments shall be given by: 

(a) Indicating the availability of the DEIS in
any public notice required for a nonexempt license;
and:

(i) Posting the property, for site-specific
proposals;

(ii) Publishing notice in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county, town or general
area where the proposal is located;

(iii) Notifying public or private groups
which have expressed interest in a certain proposal
or in the type of proposal being considered;

(iv) Notifying the news media;
(v) Placing notices in appropriate

regional, neighborhood, ethnic or trade journals;
and/or

(vi) Publishing notice in agency newslet-
ters and/or sending notice to agency mailing lists
(general lists or specific lists for proposal or sub-
ject areas).

(4) Whenever possible, the town shall integrate
the public notice required under this section with
existing notice procedures for the town’s nonex-
empt permit(s) or approval(s) required for the pro-
posal.

(5) The town may require an applicant to com-
plete the public notice requirements for the appli-
cant’s proposal at his/her expense. (Ord. 581 § 2,
2016)

14.05.220 Designation of official to perform 
consulted agency responsibilities for 
the town. 

(1) The responsible official shall be responsible
for preparation of written comments for the town in
response to a consultation required prior to a
threshold determination, participation in scoping,
and reviewing a DEIS. 

(2) The responsible official shall be responsible
for the town’s compliance with WAC 197-11-440
whenever the town is a consulted agency and is
authorized to develop operating procedures that
will ensure that responses to consultation requests
are prepared in a timely fashion and include data
from all appropriate departments of the town. (Ord.
581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.230 Using existing environmental 
documents.

This section contains rules for using and supple-
menting existing environmental documents pre-
pared under SEPA or National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) for the town’s own environ-
mental compliance. The town adopts the following
sections by reference:
WAC
197-11-600 When to use existing environmental 

documents.
197-11-610 Use of NEPA documents.
197-11-620 Supplemental environmental impact 

statement – Procedures.
197-11-625 Addenda – Procedures.
197-11-630 Adoption – Procedures.
197-11-635 Incorporation by reference – 

Procedures.
197-11-640 Combining documents.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)
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14.05.240 SEPA and agency decisions.
This section and CMC 14.05.250, 14.05.260 and

14.05.265 contain rules (and policies) for SEPA’s
substantive authority, such as decisions to mitigate
or reject proposals as a result of SEPA. This sec-
tion and CMC 14.05.260 also contain procedures
for appealing SEPA determinations to agencies or
the courts. The town adopts the following sections
by reference:
WAC 
197-11-650 Purpose of this part.
197-11-655 Implementation.
197-11-660 Substantive authority and mitigation.
197-11-680 Appeals.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.250 Substantive authority. 
(1) The policies and goals set forth in this chap-

ter are supplementary to those in the existing
authorization of the town. 

(2) The town may attach conditions to a permit
or approval for a proposal, so long as: 

(a) Such conditions are necessary to mitigate
specific probable adverse environmental impacts
identified in environmental documents prepared
pursuant to this chapter; and 

(b) Such conditions are in writing; and 
(c) The mitigation measures included in such

conditions are reasonable and capable of being
accomplished; and 

(d) The town has considered whether other
local, state, or federal mitigation measures applied
to the proposal are sufficient to mitigate the identi-
fied impacts; and 

(e) Such conditions are based on one or more
policies in subsection (4) of this section and cited
in the license or other decision document. 

(3) The town may deny a permit or approval for
a proposal on the basis of SEPA so long as:

(a) A finding is made that approving the pro-
posal would result in probable significant adverse
environmental impacts that are identified in a FEIS
or final SEIS prepared pursuant to this chapter; and 

(b) A finding is made that there are no rea-
sonable mitigation measures capable of being
accomplished that are sufficient to mitigate the
identified impact; and 

(c) The denial is based on one or more poli-
cies identified in writing the decision document. 

(4) The town designates and adopts by refer-
ence the following policies as the basis for the
town’s exercise of authority pursuant to this sec-
tion: 

(a) The town shall use all practicable means,
consistent with other essential considerations of
state policy, to improve and coordinate plans, func-
tions, programs, and resources to the end that the
state and its citizens may: 

(i) Fulfill the responsibilities of each
generation as trustee of the environment for suc-
ceeding generations; 

(ii) Assure for all people of Washington
safe, healthful, productive and aesthetically and
culturally pleasing surroundings;

(iii) Attain the widest range of beneficial
uses of the environment without degradation, risk
to health or safety, or other undesirable and unin-
tended consequences; 

(iv) Preserve important historic, cultural
and natural aspects of our national heritage;

(v) Maintain, wherever possible, an
environment which supports diversity and variety
of individual choice; 

(vi) Achieve a balance between popula-
tion and resource use which will permit high stan-
dards of living and a wide sharing of life’s
amenities; and 

(vii) Enhance the quality of renewable
resources and approach the maximum attainable
recycling of depletable resources.

(b) The town recognizes that each person has
a fundamental and inalienable right to a healthful
environment and that each person has a responsi-
bility to contribute to the preservation and
enhancement of the environment. 

(c) The town adopts by reference the policies
in the following town codes, ordinances, resolu-
tions and plans, as they now exist or may hereafter
be amended, as a possible basis for the exercise of
substantive SEPA authority in the conditioning or
denying of proposals: 

(i) Chapter 43.21C RCW – State Envi-
ronmental Policy Act;

(ii) CMC Title 5 – Business Licenses and
Regulations;

(iii) CMC Title 6 – Animals;
(iv) CMC Title 8 – Health and Safety;
(v) CMC Title 10 – Vehicles and Traffic;
(vi) CMC Title 12 – Streets, Sidewalks

and Public Places;
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(vii) CMC Title 13 – Public Utilities;
(viii) Chapter 14.10 CMC – Flood Dam-

age Prevention;
(ix) Chapter 14.15 CMC – Critical

Areas;
(x) CMC Title 15 – Buildings and Con-

struction;
(xi) CMC Title 17 – Subdivisions;
(xii) CMC Title 18 – Zoning;
(xiii) The town of Cathlamet compre-

hensive plan;
(xiv) The town of Cathlamet shoreline

master program;
(xv) The town’s six-year road program;
(xvi) The town’s comprehensive water

plan;
(xvii) The town’s comprehensive sewer

plan;
(xviii) The town’s public works stan-

dards;
(xix) The town’s comprehensive parks

plan;
(xx) Wahkiakum School District 200

capital facilities plan; and
(xxi) Wahkiakum County comprehen-

sive plan.
(d) The town establishes the following addi-

tional policies: 
(i) Schools. In order to ensure that ade-

quate school facilities are available to serve new
growth and development, as well as to ensure that
such new growth and development provides miti-
gation for direct impacts on school facilities identi-
fied by the school district as a consequence of
proposed development, the town may impose
school mitigation fees, all as provided in RCW
82.02.020. 

(ii) Law Enforcement. In order to ensure
that the town’s acceptable level of service for law
enforcement response is not diminished as a result
of new growth and development and to ensure that
new growth and development provides mitigation
for the direct impacts on the town’s law enforce-
ment service provider that are identified by the
town as a consequence of proposed development,
the town may impose police and emergency
response mitigation fees, all as provided in RCW
82.02.020.

(iii) Other Town Services. In order to
ensure that the town’s acceptable level of service to
citizens for all other government services and util-

ities is not diminished as a result of new growth
and development, the town may impose mitigation
fees, all as provided in RCW 82.02.020, for parks.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.260 Appeals.
The town establishes the following administra-

tive appeal procedures under RCW 43.21C.075
and WAC 197-11-680: 

(1) Appealable Decisions. 
(a) Only the following decisions may be

administratively appealed under this chapter: (i)
final threshold determination; (ii) mitigation or
failure to mitigate in the SEPA decision; (iii) final
EIS; and (iv) project denials. 

(b) If the town does not provide for a hearing
or appeal on the underlying action/permit, then the
SEPA administrative appeal on the decisions listed
in subsection (1)(a) of this section shall be the only
hearing and appeal allowed on the underlying
action/permit. 

(2) Notice of Decision. 
(a) In the notice of decision issued by the

town pursuant to CMC 14.05.250(3) and for every
decision for which an appeal is available in this
section, the SEPA responsible official shall give
official notice of the date and place for commenc-
ing an appeal. The notice shall include:

(i) Notice that the SEPA issues must be
appealed within the time limit set by statute or ordi-
nance for appealing the underlying governmental
action;

(ii) The time limit for commencing the
appeal of the underlying governmental action and
SEPA issues, and the statute or ordinance estab-
lishing the time limit;

(iii) Where the appeal may be filed. 
(b) Written notice shall be provided to the

applicant, all parties to any administrative appeal
and all persons who have requested notice of deci-
sions concerning the project. Such notice may be
appended to the permit, the decision documents,
the SEPA compliance documents or may be
printed separately. 

(3) Timing of Appeal. The appeal shall take
place prior to the town’s final decision on a pro-
posed action. However, the SEPA open record
appeal hearing may be consolidated with any other
hearing on the underlying permit or action. 
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(4) Number of Appeals. Only one administra-
tive appeal to the town is allowed of the decisions
listed in subsection (1) of this section. 

(5) Consolidated Appeals. If the underlying
action/permit requires a hearing, any SEPA appeal
shall be consolidated with the hearing or appeal of
the underlying action/permit into one simultaneous
hearing, with the exception of the following: 

(a) An appeal of a determination of signifi-
cance (DS);

(b) An appeal of a procedural determination
made by the town when the town is a project pro-
ponent, or is funding a project, and chooses to con-
duct its review under SEPA, including any appeals
of its procedural determinations, prior to submit-
ting an application for a project permit. Subsequent
appeals of substantive determinations by an agency
with jurisdiction over the proposed project shall be
allowed under the SEPA appeal procedures of the
agency with jurisdiction; 

(c) An appeal of a procedural determination
made by the town on a nonproject action; and 

(d) An appeal to the town council under
RCW 43.21C.060. 

(6) Timing of Appeal. 
(a) SEPA Decision Issues at the Same Time

as Underlying Action. An appeal of a SEPA deci-
sion that issued at the same time as the decision on
a project action shall be filed within 14 days after
issuance of a notice of decision under CMC
14.05.250(3) or after notice that a decision has
been made and is appealable. 

(b) SEPA Decision Allows Public Com-
ment. For a DNS or MDNS for which public com-
ment is required (under this chapter) the appeal
period shall be extended for an additional seven
days. 

(c) SEPA Threshold Decision Issues Prior to
Decision on Underlying Action. An appeal of a
threshold decision issued prior to a decision on a
project action shall be filed within 14 days after
notice that the decision has been made and is
appealable.

(7) Consideration of SEPA Responsible Offi-
cial’s Decision. Procedural determinations made
by the SEPA responsible official shall be entitled
to substantial weight by the hearing examiner or
town council in an appeal. 

(8) Administrative Record. An administrative
record of the appeal must be provided, and the
record shall consist of the following: 

(a) Findings and conclusions;
(b) Testimony under oath; and 
(c) A taped or electronic recording. The

town may require that the appellant provide a writ-
ten transcript. 

(9) Exhaustion of Administrative Remedies.
The town’s administrative appeal procedure must
be used before anyone may initiate judicial review
of any SEPA issue for which the town allows an
appeal in this section. 

(10) Content of Appeal. Every appeal must be
in writing, and must include the following:

(a) The applicable appeal fee, as established
by resolution of the town council;

(b) Appellant’s name, address and phone
number;

(c) A statement describing the appellant’s
standing, or why the appellant believes that he or
she is aggrieved by the decision appealed from;

(d) Identification of the application and deci-
sion which is the subject of the appeal;

(e) Appellant’s statement of grounds for
appeal and the facts upon which the appeal is based
with specific references to the facts in the record;

(f) The specific relief sought;
(g) A statement that the appellant has read

the appeal and believes the content to be true, fol-
lowed by the appellant’s signature.

(11) Timeliness of Appeals. On receipt of a
written notice of appeal, the SEPA responsible
official shall forward the appeal to the hearing
examiner or town council (whichever is the hearing
officer/body on the appeal), who shall determine
whether the appeal is timely prior to the scheduling
of any appeal hearing or consolidated open record
hearing on an underlying project permit. A written
decision will issue if the appeal is untimely and the
appeal will not proceed. 

(12) Hearing Examiner Appeals. 
(a) Jurisdiction. All administrative appeals

relating to project permit applications or any type
of quasi-judicial or ministerial development appli-
cations that are not appealable to the town council
(pursuant to RCW 43.21C.060) shall be heard by
the hearing examiner. 

(b) Hearing. The hearing examiner shall hold
an open record public hearing on the appeal, as
provided in subsection (8) of this section. 

(c) Date for Issuance of Decision. The hear-
ing examiner shall issue a decision on the appeal
within the time period set forth in subsection (3) of
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this section, unless a longer period is agreed to in
writing by the applicant and hearing examiner. 

(d) Appeals of Hearing Examiner’s Deci-
sion. The hearing examiner’s decision on the time-
liness of an appeal within his/her jurisdiction, and
any other appeals allowed under this subsection
within his/her jurisdiction shall be the final deci-
sion of the town. The hearing examiner’s decision
shall state that any appeal of the final decision shall
be filed in Wahkiakum County superior court (pur-
suant to Chapter 36.70C RCW), or the shorelines
hearings board, if applicable. 

(13) Town Council Appeals. 
(a) Jurisdiction. The town council shall hear

all administrative appeals relating to legislative
actions and applications. In addition, the town
council shall hear appeals relating to any other
applications that are appealable to the town council
(pursuant to RCW 43.21C.060). 

(b) Hearing. For all legislative actions and
applications, the town council shall hold an open
record hearing as provided in subsection (8) of this
section. For any SEPA appeals relating to applica-
tions for which the town council has jurisdiction
(pursuant to RCW 43.21C.060), the town council
shall hold an open record hearing as provided in
subsection (8) of this section. 

(c) Record on Appeal. The evidence and tes-
timony received by the council in a SEPA appeal
shall be presented in an open record hearing. 

(d) Appeals of Town Council’s Decision.
The town council’s decision on the timeliness of an
appeal within its jurisdiction and any other appeals
allowed under this subsection within its jurisdic-
tion shall be the final decision of the town. The
town council’s decision shall state that any appeal
of the final decision may be filed in Wahkiakum
County superior court within 21 days (if applica-
ble).

(14) Judicial Appeals. 
(a) When SEPA applies to a decision, any

judicial appeal of that decision potentially involves
both those issues pertaining to SEPA and those
which do not. This section and RCW 43.21C.075
establish the time limits for raising SEPA issues,
but existing statutes of limitation control the appeal
of non-SEPA issues. 

(b) Appeals of the town’s final decision shall
be filed in superior court, but appellants must fol-
low RCW 43.21C.075(6)(c), which provides that
“judicial review under Chapter 43.21C RCW shall

without exception be of the governmental action
together with its accompanying environmental
determinations,” which contemplates a single law-
suit. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.265 Notice/statute of limitations.1

(1) The town, applicant for, or proponent of an
action may publish a notice of action pursuant to
RCW 43.21C.080 for any action. 

(2) The form of the notice shall be substantially
in the form provided by WAC 197-11-990. The
notice shall be published by the town clerk or
county auditor, applicant or proponent, pursuant to
RCW 43.21C.080. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.270 Agency compliance.
This section and CMC 14.05.280 and 14.05.290

contain rules for agency compliance with SEPA,
including rules for charging fees under the SEPA
process, designating categorical exemptions that
do not apply within critical areas, listing agencies
with environmental expertise, selecting the lead
agency and applying these rules to current agency
activities. The town adopts the following sections
by reference:
WAC
197-11-900 Purpose of this part.
197-11-902 Agency SEPA policies.
197-11-916 Application to ongoing actions.
197-11-920 Agencies with environmental 

expertise.
197-11-922 Lead agency rules.
197-11-924 Determining the lead agency.
197-11-926 Lead agency for governmental 

proposals.
197-11-928 Lead agency for public and private 

proposals.
197-11-930 Lead agency for private projects with 

one agency with jurisdiction.
197-11-932 Lead agency for private projects 

requiring licenses from more than one 
agency, when one of the agencies is a 
county/city.

197-11-934 Lead agency for private projects 
requiring licenses from a local 

1. Code reviser’s note: Ord. 581 adds these provisions as Sec-
tion 14.05.260. The section has been renumbered as Section
14.05.265 to avoid duplication of numbering.
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agency, not a county/city, and one or 
more state agencies. 

197-11-936 Lead agency for private projects 
requiring licenses from more than one 
state agency.

197-11-938 Lead agencies for specific proposals.
197-11-940 Transfer of lead agency status to a 

state agency.
197-11-942 Agreements on lead agency status.
197-11-944 Agreements on division of lead 

agency duties.
197-11-946 DOE resolution of lead agency 

disputes.
197-11-948 Assumption of lead agency status.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.280 Critical areas. 
(1) The town has selected certain categorical

exemptions as set forth in CMC 14.05.100 that will
not apply in one or more critical areas. For each
critical area within the town, the exemptions within
WAC 197-11-800 that are inapplicable for each
area are:

(a) For residential dwelling units in WAC
197-11-800(1)(b)(i): up to four single-family units.

(b) For residential dwelling units in WAC
197-11-800(1)(b)(ii): up to four multifamily resi-
dential units.

(c) For agricultural structures in WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b)(iii): up to 10,000 square feet.

(d) For office, school, commercial, recre-
ational, service or storage buildings in WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b)(iv): up to 12,000 square feet and with
associated parking facilities designed for up to 40
automobiles. This exemption includes parking lots
for 20 or fewer automobiles not associated with a
structure.

(e) For fills and excavations in WAC 197-
11-800(1)(b)(v): up to 500 cubic yards.

(2) The scope of environmental review of
actions within these areas shall be limited to: 

(a) Documenting whether the proposal is
consistent with the requirements of the critical
areas ordinance; and 

(b) Evaluating potentially significant
impacts on the critical area resources not ade-
quately addressed by planning documents and
development regulations, if any, including any
additional mitigation measures needed to protect
the critical areas in order to achieve consistency

with SEPA and with other applicable environmen-
tal review laws.

(3) All categorical exemptions not listed in sub-
section (1) of this section apply whether or not the
proposal will be located in a critical area. (Ord. 581
§ 2, 2016)

14.05.290 Fees. 
(1) The town shall require the fees from the

applicant for the following activities, in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter: 

(a) Threshold Determination. For every
environmental checklist, the town will review
when it is lead agency, and the town shall collect a
fee from the proponent of the proposal prior to
undertaking the threshold determination. The time
periods provided in this chapter shall not begin to
run until payment of the fee. 

(b) Environmental Impact Statement.
(i) When the town is the lead agency for

a proposal requiring an EIS and the responsible
official determines that the EIS shall be prepared
by employees of the town, the town may charge
and collect a reasonable fee from any applicant to
cover the costs incurred by the town in preparing
the EIS. The responsible official shall advise the
applicant of the projected costs for the EIS prior to
actual preparation; the applicant shall post bond or
otherwise ensure payment of such costs. 

(ii) The responsible official may deter-
mine that the town will contract directly with a
consultant for preparation of an EIS or a portion of
the EIS, for activities initiated by some person or
entity other than the town and may bill such costs
and expenses directly to the applicant. The town
may require the applicant to post bond or otherwise
ensure payment of such costs. Such consultants
shall be selected after input from the applicant,
after a call for proposals. The town shall have the
final decision on the selection of the consultant. 

(iii) If a proposal is modified so that an
EIS is no longer required, the responsible official
shall refund any fees collected under subsection
(1)(b)(i) or (ii) of this section which remain after
incurred costs are paid. 

(c) The town may collect a reasonable fee
from an applicant to cover the cost of meeting the
public notice requirements of this chapter relating
to the applicant’s proposal. 

(d) The town shall not collect a fee for per-
forming its duties as a consulted agency. 
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(e) The town may charge any person for cop-
ies of any document prepared under this chapter,
and for mailing the document, in a manner pro-
vided by the town’s resolution on public records
disclosure. (Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

14.05.300 Adoption by reference.
The town adopts the following forms and sec-

tions by reference:
WAC 
197-11-960 Environmental checklist.
197-11-965 Adoption notice.
197-11-970 Determination of nonsignificance 

(DNS).
197-11-980 Determination of significance and 

scoping notice (DS).
197-11-985 Notice of assumption of lead agency 

status.
197-11-990 Notice of action.
(Ord. 581 § 2, 2016)

Chapter 14.10

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION*

Sections:

Article I. Statutory Authorization – Findings of 
Fact – Statement of Purpose

14.10.010 Statutory authorization.
14.10.020 Findings of fact.
14.10.030 Statement of purpose.
14.10.040 Methods of reducing flood losses.

Article II. General Provisions

14.10.050 Definitions.
14.10.060 Lands to which this chapter applies.
14.10.070 Basis for establishing areas of special 

flood hazard.
14.10.080 Penalties for noncompliance.
14.10.090 Abrogation and greater restrictions.
14.10.100 Interpretation.
14.10.110 Warning and disclaimer of liability.

Article III. Administration

14.10.120 Establishment of development permit.
14.10.130 Designation of administrator.
14.10.140 Duties and responsibilities of 

administrator.
14.10.150 Variances – Procedure.
14.10.160 Conditions for variances.
14.10.170 Appeals.

Article IV. Provisions for Flood Hazard Reduction

14.10.180 General standards.
14.10.190 Anchoring.
14.10.200 Construction materials and methods.
14.10.210 Utilities.
14.10.220 Subdivision proposals.
14.10.230 Review of building/shoreline permits.
14.10.240 Specific standards.
14.10.250 Residential construction.
14.10.260 Nonresidential construction.
14.10.270 Critical facility.
14.10.280 Manufactured homes.
14.10.290 Accessory structures.
14.10.300 Bridges, culverts and docks.
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14.10.310 Floodways.
14.10.320 Standards for shallow flooding areas 

(AO zones).

* Prior legislation: Ord. 332.

Article I. Statutory Authorization – Findings of 
Fact – Statement of Purpose

14.10.010 Statutory authorization.
The Legislature of the state of Washington has

by virtue of RCW 35.27.370 delegated the respon-
sibility to towns to adopt regulations designed to
promote the public health, safety and general wel-
fare of their citizenry. (Ord. 377 § 1.1, 1996)

14.10.020 Findings of fact.
(1) The flood hazard areas of the town of Cath-

lamet are subject to periodic inundation which may
result in loss of life and property, health and safety
hazards, disruption of commerce and governmen-
tal services, extraordinary public expenditures for
flood protection and relief, and impairment of the
tax base, all of which adversely affect the public
health, safety and general welfare.

(2) These flood losses are caused by the cumu-
lative effect of obstructions in areas of special
flood hazards which increase flood heights and
velocities, and when inadequately anchored, dam-
age uses in other areas. Uses that are inadequately
floodproofed, elevated or otherwise protected from
flood damage also contribute to the flood loss.
(Ord. 377 § 1.2, 1996)

14.10.030 Statement of purpose.
It is the purpose of this chapter to promote the

public health, safety and general welfare, and to
minimize public and private losses due to flood
conditions in specific areas by provisions
designed:

(1) To protect human life and health;
(2) To minimize expenditures of public money

and costly flood control projects;
(3) To minimize the need for rescue and relief

efforts associated with flooding and generally
undertaken at the expense of the general public;

(4) To minimize prolonged business interrup-
tions;

(5) To minimize damage to public facilities and
utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, tele-
phone and sewer lines, streets, and bridges located
in areas of special flood hazard;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by pro-
viding for the sound use and development of areas
of special flood hazard so as to minimize future
flood blight areas;

(7) To ensure that potential buyers are notified
that property is in an area of special flood hazard;

(8) To ensure that those who occupy the areas
of special flood hazard assume responsibility for
their actions; and

(9) To fully implement floodplain management
requirement of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to qualify existing and proposed
homes and businesses for participation in the regu-
lar National Flood Insurance Program. (Ord. 377
§ 1.3, 1996)

14.10.040 Methods of reducing flood losses.
In order to accomplish its purposes, this chapter

includes methods and provisions for:
(1) Restricting or prohibiting uses which are

dangerous to health, safety and property due to
water or erosion hazards, or which result in damag-
ing increases in erosion or in flood heights or
velocities;

(2) Requiring that uses vulnerable to floods,
including facilities which serve such uses, be pro-
tected against flood damage at the time of initial
construction;

(3) Controlling the alteration of natural flood-
plains, stream channels and natural protective bar-
riers, which help accommodate or channel flood
waters;

(4) Controlling filling, grading, dredging and
other development which may increase flood dam-
age; and

(5) Preventing or regulating the construction of
flood barriers which will unnaturally divert flood
waters or may increase flood hazards in other
areas. (Ord. 377 § 1.4, 1996)
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Article II. General Provisions

14.10.050 Definitions.
Unless specifically defined in this section,

words or phrases used in this chapter shall be inter-
preted so as to give them the meaning they have in
common usage and to give this chapter its most
reasonable application.

“Accessory structure” means any structure
whose use is supplemental to the primary land use
or structure, including but not limited to, utility
pads, pumphouse, sanicans, storage sheds, etc.

“Administrator” means the town of Cathlamet
public works director or his/her designee.

“Appeal” means a request for a review of the
administrator’s interpretation of any provision of
this chapter or a request for a variance.

“Area of shallow flooding” means a designated
AO or AH zone on the flood insurance rate map
(FIRM). The base flood depths range from one to
three feet; a clearly defined channel does not exist;
the path of flooding is unpredictable and indetermi-
nate; and velocity flow may be evident. AO is char-
acterized as sheet flow and AH indicates ponding.

“Area of special flood hazard” means the land in
the floodplain within a community subject to a one
percent or greater chance of flooding in any given
year. Designation on maps always includes the let-
ters A or V. Commonly referred to as the “100-year
flood” or “base flood” area.

“Best available information” means in the
absence of official flood insurance rate map data,
communities can use data from federal, state or
other sources, provided this data has either been
generated using technically defensible methods or
is based on reasonable historical analysis and expe-
rience.

“Board” means the council of the town of Cath-
lamet of Wahkiakum County.

“Critical facility” means a facility for which
even a slight chance of flooding might be too great.
Critical facilities include, but are not limited to,
schools, nursing homes, hospitals, police, fire and
emergency response installations and installations
which produce, use or store hazardous materials or
hazardous wastes.

“Designation floodway” means the regulatory
floodway which has been delineated on the flood
insurance rate map (FIRM) or the flood bound-

ary/floodway maps (FBFM) of a community’s
flood insurance study and is included in this chap-
ter.

“Development” means any human-made change
to improved or unimproved real estate, including
but not limited to buildings or other structures,
mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excava-
tion or drilling operations located within the area of
special flood hazard.

“Flood” or “flooding” means a general and tem-
porary condition of partial or complete inundation
of normally dry land areas from:

(a) The overflow of inland or tidal waters;
and/or

(b) The unusual and rapid accumulation of
runoff of surface waters from any source.

“Flood damage potential” means the potential
for damage to development located within the
flood control zone from floodwaters or debris con-
tained within floodwaters and/or the damage
caused by the displacement of development
located within the floodplain.

“Flood insurance rate map (FIRM)” means the
official map on which the Federal Insurance
Administration has delineated both the areas of
special flood hazards and the risk premium zones
applicable to the community.

“Flood insurance study” means the official
report provided by the Federal Insurance Adminis-
tration that includes flood profiles, the flood
boundary-flood map (FBFM), and the water sur-
face elevation of the base flood.

“Floodway” means the channel of a river or
other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that
must be reserved in order to discharge the base
flood without cumulatively increasing the water
surface elevation more than one foot.

“Lowest floor” means the lowest floor of the
lowest enclosed area (including basement). An
unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, usable
solely for parking of vehicles, building access or
storage, in an area other than a basement area, is
not considered a building’s lowest floor; provided,
that such enclosure is not built so as to render the
structure in violation of the applicable noneleva-
tion design requirement of this chapter.

“Manufactured home” means a structure, trans-
portable in one or more sections which is built on a
permanent chassis and is designed for use with or
without a permanent foundation when connected to
the required utilities. For floodplain management
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purposes, the term “manufactured home” also
includes park trailers, travel trailers, and other sim-
ilar vehicles placed on a site for greater than 180
consecutive days. For insurance purposes, the term
“manufactured home” does not include park trail-
ers, travel trailers and other similar vehicles.

“Manufactured home park or subdivision”
means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land
divided into two or more manufactured home lots
for rent or sale.

“New construction” means structures for which
the “start of construction” commenced on or after
October 1, 1989.

“Person” means an individual, partnership, cor-
poration, association, organization, cooperative,
public or municipal corporation or any agency of
the state or local governmental unit however desig-
nated.

“Start of construction” includes substantial
improvement, and means the date any permit was
issued. The actual start means either the first place-
ment of permanent construction of a structure on a
site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the
installation of piles, the construction of columns, or
any work beyond the state of excavation; or the
placement of a manufactured home on a founda-
tion. Permanent construction does not include land
preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling;
nor does it include the installation of streets and/or
walkways; nor does it include excavation for a
basement, footings, piers, or foundation or the
erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the
installation on the property of accessory buildings,
such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling
units or not part of the main structure.

“Structure” means a walled and roofed building,
including a gas or liquid storage tank that is princi-
pally above ground. Manufactured homes are con-
sidered structures.

“Substantial improvement” means any repair,
reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the
cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the
market value of the structure either:

(a) Before the improvement or repair is
started; or

(b) If the structure has been damaged and is
being restored, before the damage occurred. For
the purposes of this definition “substantial
improvement” is considered to occur when the first
alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other struc-
tural part of the building commences, whether or

not that alteration affects the external dimensions
of the structure.

The term does not, however, include either:
(a) Any project for improvement of a struc-

ture to comply with existing state or local health,
sanitary, or safety code specifications which are
solely necessary to assure safe living conditions; or

(b) Any alteration of a structure listed on the
National Register of Historic Places or a State
Inventory of Historic Places.

“Subdivision” means a division of land into four
or more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions
where any one of the lots, tracts, parcels, sites or
divisions is less than five acres in size and shall
include all resubdivision, as defined by county
ordinance.

Time Computation. For the purposes of this
chapter, the time within which an act is to be done
shall be computed by excluding the first day, and
including the last, unless the last day is a legal hol-
iday as defined in RCW 1.16.050 or Sunday, and
then it is also excluded.

“Variance” means a grant of relief from the
requirements of this chapter which permits con-
struction in a manner which would otherwise be
prohibited by this chapter. (Ord. 377 § 2, 1996)

14.10.060 Lands to which this chapter applies.
This chapter shall apply to all areas of special

flood hazards within the incorporated areas of the
town of Cathlamet, Wahkiakum County, Washing-
ton. (Ord. 377 § 3.1, 1996)

14.10.070 Basis for establishing areas of 
special flood hazard.

The areas of special flood hazard identified by
the Federal Insurance Administration in a scientific
and engineering report entitled “The Preliminary
Flood Insurance Study (FIS)” dated March, 1987,
together with flood insurance rate maps (FIRM)
dated January, 1985, are adopted by reference and
declared to be a part of this chapter. The flood
insurance study and maps are on file at the audi-
tor’s office and public works department located at
64 Main Street, Cathlamet, Washington 98612.
(Ord. 377 § 3.2, 1996)

14.10.080 Penalties for noncompliance.
(1) The town attorney shall bring such injunc-

tive, declaratory or other actions as are necessary to
insure compliance with this chapter.
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(2) Any person who fails to comply with any
provision of this chapter shall also be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 for each viola-
tion. Civil penalties shall be assessed in writing by
the administrator. Each violation or each day of
noncompliance shall constitute a separate viola-
tion.

(3) The civil penalty provided for in this section
shall be imposed by a notice in writing either by
certified mail with return receipt requested or by
personal service, to the person incurring the same.
The notice shall describe the violation with reason-
able particularity and shall order the acts constitut-
ing the violation or violations to cease and desist
or, in appropriate cases, may require necessary cor-
rective action to be taken within a specific and rea-
sonable time.

(4) Any civil penalty imposed pursuant to this
section shall be subject to review by the board as
provided in CMC 14.10.170. (Ord. 377 § 3.3,
1996)

14.10.090 Abrogation and greater restrictions.
This chapter is not intended to repeal, abrogate

or impair any existing easements, covenants or
deed restrictions. However, where this chapter and
another ordinance, easement, covenant or deed
restriction conflict or overlap, whichever imposes
the more stringent restrictions shall prevail. (Ord.
377 § 3.4, 1996)

14.10.100 Interpretation.
In the interpretation and application of this

chapter, all provisions shall be:
(1) Considered as minimum requirements; and
(2) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other

powers granted under state statutes. (Ord. 377
§ 3.5, 1996)

14.10.110 Warning and disclaimer of liability.
The degrees of flood protection required by this

chapter is considered reasonable for regulatory
purposes and is based on scientific and engineering
considerations. Larger floods can and will occur on
rare occasions. Flood heights may be increased by
human-made or natural causes. This chapter does
not imply that land outside the areas of special
flood hazards or uses permitted within such areas
will be free from flooding or flood damages. This
chapter shall not create liability on the part of the
town of Cathlamet, any officer or employee

thereof, or the Federal Insurance Administration,
for any flood damages that result from reliance on
this chapter or any administrative decision lawfully
made hereunder. Enforcement of this chapter shall
not be construed to be for the particular benefit of
any individual person or group of persons other
than the general public. Nothing in this chapter
shall be construed to impose any legal duty,
directly or indirectly, upon the town of Cathlamet
or any of its officials, employees or contractors, to
protect the individual persons or property in indi-
vidual circumstances. In the event of a conflict
between the intent of this subsection and any other
section or subsection of this chapter, this subsec-
tion shall govern insofar as applicable. (Ord. 377
§ 3.6, 1996)

Article III. Administration

14.10.120 Establishment of development 
permit.

(1) Development Permit Required. A develop-
ment permit shall be obtained before construction
or development begins within any area of special
flood hazard established in CMC 14.10.070. The
permit shall be for all structures including manu-
factured homes; as set forth in CMC 14.10.050,
definitions, and for all development including fill
and other activities, also as set forth in the defini-
tions. A development permit will be issued as part
of the building or shorelines permit as may be
required by law. In cases where the structure is
exempt from either a building or shorelines permit,
a development permit in the form of a letter will be
used. Such a letter permit may be included within
the shorelines exemption letter if used. No addi-
tional fee shall be charged for the issuance of a
development permit under this chapter.

(2) Application for Development Permit.
Application for a permit shall be made on forms
furnished by the public works department. Appli-
cants may be required to submit a scale drawing
showing the nature, location, dimensions and ele-
vations of the area in question, existing or proposed
structures, fill, storage of materials, drainage facil-
ities, and the location of the foregoing. Specifi-
cally, the following information may be required:

(a) Elevation in relation to mean sea level of
the lowest floor (including basement) of all struc-
tures;
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(b) Elevation in relation to mean sea level to
which any structure has been floodproofed;

(c) Certification by registered professional
engineer or architect, unless exempted by the
administrator, that the floodproofing methods for
any nonresidential structure meet the floodproof-
ing criteria in CMC 14.10.260;

(d) Description of the extent to which a
watercourse will be altered as a result of proposed
development. (Ord. 377 § 4.1, 1996)

14.10.130 Designation of administrator.
The public works director is appointed to

administer and implement this chapter by granting
or denying development permit applications in
accordance with its provisions. (Ord. 377 § 4.2,
1996)

14.10.140 Duties and responsibilities of 
administrator.

Duties of the administrator shall include, but not
be limited to:

(1) Permit Review.
(a) Review all development permits to deter-

mine that the permit requirements of this chapter
have been satisfied;

(b) Review all development permits to deter-
mine that all necessary permits have been obtained
or are being applied for from those federal, state or
local governmental agencies from which prior
approval is required. The town’s review shall not
be determinative as to whether such other state or
federal or local permits are required. The final
responsibility for making such determination as to
the necessity for other permits is with the permit
applicant;

(c) Review all development permits to deter-
mine if proposed development is located in the
floodway. If located in the floodway, assure that
the provisions of CMC 14.10.310 are met.

(2) Use of Other Base Flood Data. When base
flood elevation data has not been provided in
accordance with CMC 14.10.070, basis for estab-
lishing the areas of special flood hazard, the admin-
istrator shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize
any base flood elevation and floodway date avail-
able from a federal, state or other source, in order
to administer CMC 14.10.240 through 14.10.300;
specific standards, and CMC 14.10.310 floodways.

(3) Information to be Obtained and Maintained.

(a) Where base flood elevation data is pro-
vided through the flood insurance study or as
required in this section, obtain and record the
actual (as built) elevation (in relation to mean sea
level) of the lowest floor (including basement) of
all new or substantially improved structures, and
whether or not the structure contains a basement.

(b) For all new or substantially improved
floodproofed structures:

(i) Verify and record the actual elevation
(in relation to mean sea level);

(ii) Maintain the floodproofing certifica-
tions;

(iii) Maintain for public inspection all
records pertaining to the provisions of this chapter.

(4) Alteration of Watercourses.
(a) Notify adjacent communities and the

Washington State Department of Ecology prior to
any alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and
submit evidence of such notification to the Federal
Insurance Administration.

(b) Require that maintenance is provided
within the altered or relocated portion of said
watercourse so that the flood-carrying capacity is
not diminished.

(5) Interpretation of FIRM Boundaries. Make
interpretations where needed, as to exact location
of the boundaries of the areas of special flood haz-
ards (for example, where there appears to be a con-
flict between a mapped boundary and actual field
conditions). The person contesting the location of
the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportu-
nity to appeal the interpretation as provided in
CMC 14.10.150. (Ord. 377 § 4.3, 1996)

14.10.150 Variances – Procedure.
(1) The administrator may consider applica-

tions for variances from the requirements of this
chapter, subject to the provisions of this section.
Any application for a variance shall be made upon
forms provided by the public works department.

(2) In passing upon any applications for vari-
ance, the administrator shall consider all technical
evaluations, all relevant factors, standards speci-
fied in other sections of this chapter, and:

(a) The danger that materials may be swept
onto other lands to the injury of others;

(b) The danger to life and property due to
flooding or erosion damage;
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(c) The susceptibility of the proposed facility
and its contents to flood damage and the effect of
such damage on the individual owner;

(d) The importance of the services provided
by the proposed facility to the community;

(e) The necessity to the facility of a water-
front location, where applicable;

(f) The availability of alternative locations
for the proposed use which are not subject to flood-
ing or erosion damage;

(g) The compatibility of the proposed use
with existing and anticipated development;

(h) The relationship of the proposed use to
the comprehensive plan and floodplain manage-
ment program for that area;

(i) The safety of access to the property in
times of flood for ordinary and emergency vehi-
cles;

(j) The expected heights, velocity, duration,
rate of rise, and sediment transport of the flood
waters and the effects of wave action, if applicable,
expected at the site; and

(k) The costs of providing governmental ser-
vices during and after flood conditions, including
maintenance and repair of public utilities and facil-
ities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water sys-
tems, and streets and bridges.

(3) Upon consideration of the factors of subsec-
tion (2) of this section and the purposes of this
chapter, the administrator may attach such condi-
tions to the granting of variances as he/she deems
necessary to further the purposes of this chapter.

(4) The administrator shall report any variances
to the Federal Insurance Administration upon
request. (Ord. 377 § 4.4(A), 1996)

14.10.160 Conditions for variances.
(1) Generally, the only condition under which a

variance from the elevation standard may be issued
is for new construction and substantial improve-
ments to be erected on a lot of one-half acre or less
in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with
existing structures constructed below the base
flood level, providing the provisions of CMC
14.10.150(2)(a) through (k) have been considered.
As the lot size increases the technical justification
required for issuing the variance increases.

(2) Variances may be issued for the reconstruc-
tion, rehabilitation or restoration of structures
listed on the National Register of Historic Places of

the State Inventory of Historic Places, without
regard to the procedures set forth in this section.

(3) Variances shall not be issued within a desig-
nated floodway if any increase in flood levels dur-
ing the base flood discharge would result.

(4) Variances shall only be issued upon a deter-
mination that the variance is the minimum neces-
sary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief.

(5) Variances shall only be issued upon:
(a) A showing of good and sufficient cause;
(b) A determination that failure to grant the

variance would result in exceptional hardship to
the applicant;

(c) A determination that the granting of a
variance will not result in increased flood heights,
additional threats to public safety, extraordinary
public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or
victimization of the public as identified in CMC
14.10.150(2), or conflict with existing local laws or
ordinances.

(6) Variances as interpreted in the National
Flood Insurance Program are based on the general
zoning law principle that they pertain to a physical
piece of property; they are not personal in nature
and do not pertain to the structure, its inhabitants,
economic or financial circumstances. They prima-
rily address small lots in densely populated resi-
dential neighborhoods. As such, variances from the
flood elevations should be quite rare.

(7) Variances may be issued for nonresidential
buildings in very limited circumstances to allow a
lesser degree of floodproofing than watertight or
dry-flood proofing, where it can be determined that
such action will have low damage potential, com-
plies with all other variance criteria except subsec-
tion (1) of this section and otherwise complies with
CMC 14.10.190 and 14.10.200 of the general stan-
dards.

(8) Any applicant to whom a variance is
granted shall be given written notice that the struc-
ture will be permitted to be built with a lowest floor
elevation below the base flood elevation and that
the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate
with the increased risk resulting from the reduced
lowest flood elevation. (Ord. 377 § 4.4(B), 1996)

14.10.170 Appeals.
(1) A person aggrieved by the issuance or

denial of a development permit or variance or by
the imposition of a civil penalty may appeal such
action to the board. Any such appeal shall be in
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writing and must be filed with the board within 14
days of the transmittal of the administrator’s deci-
sion to the applicant. The appeal shall specify the
reasons therefor. The administrator shall provide
the board with the findings and documentation
relating to the decision being appealed.

(2) The board, following a de novo hearing,
shall affirm, modify or reverse the administrator’s
decision. The appellant carries the burden of proof
on appeal. The board shall reach a decision on the
appeal within 21 days following the filing of the
appeal unless the appellant consents to an exten-
sion of time. The board’s decision shall be in writ-
ing and shall contain findings of fact and shall be
filed with the clerk of the town and a copy thereof
shall be transmitted to the appellant.

(3) The decision of the board shall be final and
conclusive unless within 14 days from the date of
transmittal the original applicant or an adverse
party files an appeal to the superior court for Wah-
kiakum County for a writ of certiorari, a writ of
prohibition, or a writ of mandamus. The filing of
such an appeal within such time limit shall stay the
effective date of the order of the board until such
time as the appeal shall have been adjudicated or
withdrawn. Concurrently with filing such notice of
appeal, the aggrieved party shall serve a copy
thereof on the clerk of the town.

(4) Any appeal hereunder which is transmitted
through the United States mail shall be deemed
filed and received by the county on the date shown
by the post office cancellation mark stamped upon
the envelope or other appropriate wrapper contain-
ing it. (Ord. 377 § 4.5, 1996)

Article IV. Provisions for Flood
Hazard Reduction

14.10.180 General standards.
In all areas of special flood hazards, the stan-

dards set forth in this article are required. (Ord. 377
§ 5.1, 1996)

14.10.190 Anchoring.
(1) All new construction and substantial

improvements shall be anchored to prevent flota-
tion, collapse or lateral movement of the structure.

(2) All manufactured homes must likewise be
anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral
movement, and shall be installed using methods
and practices that minimize flood damage. Anchor-

ing methods may include, but are not limited to,
use of over-the-top or frame ties to ground anchors.
(Reference FEMA’s “Manufactured Home Instal-
lation in Flood Hazard Areas” guidebook for addi-
tional techniques). (Ord. 377 § 5.1(A), 1996)

14.10.200 Construction materials and 
methods.

(1) All new construction and substantial
improvements shall be constructed with materials
and utility equipment resistant to flood damage.

(2) All new construction and substantial
improvements shall be constructed using methods
and practices that minimize flood damage.

(3) Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing
and air-conditioning equipment and other service
facilities shall be designed and/or otherwise ele-
vated or located so as to prevent water from enter-
ing or accumulating within the components during
conditions of flooding. (Ord. 377 § 5.1(B), 1996)

14.10.210 Utilities.
(1) All new and replacement water supply sys-

tems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
infiltration of flood waters into the systems.

(2) New and replacement sanitary sewage sys-
tems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
infiltration of flood waters into the systems and
discharge from the systems into flood waters.

(3) On-site waste disposal systems shall be
located to avoid impairment to them or contamina-
tion from them during flooding. (Ord. 377
§ 5.1(C), 1996)

14.10.220 Subdivision proposals.
(1) All subdivision proposals shall be consis-

tent with the need to minimize flood damage.
(2) All subdivision proposals shall have public

utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical
and water systems located and constructed to min-
imize flood damage.

(3) All subdivision proposals shall have ade-
quate drainage provided to reduce exposure to
flood damage.

(4) Where base flood elevation data has not
been provided or is not available from another
authoritative source, it shall be generated by the
applicant for subdivision proposals and other pro-
posed developments which contain at least four
lots. (Ord. 377 § 5.1(D), 1996)
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14.10.230 Review of building/shoreline 
permits.

Where elevation data is not available either
through the flood insurance study or from another
authoritative source (CMC 14.10.140(2)), applica-
tions for building and/or shoreline permits shall be
reviewed to assure that proposed construction will
be reasonably safe from flooding. The test of rea-
sonableness is a local judgment and includes use of
historical data, high water marks, photographs of
past flooding, etc., where available. Failure to ele-
vate at least two feet above grade in these zones
may result in higher insurance rates. (Ord. 377
§ 5.1(E), 1996)

14.10.240 Specific standards.
In all areas of special flood hazards where base

flood elevation data has been provided as set forth
in CMC 14.10.070, basis for establishing areas of
special flood hazard, or CMC 14.10.140(2), use of
other base flood data, the provisions set out in
CMC 14.10.250 through 14.10.300 are required.
(Ord. 377 § 5.2, 1996)

14.10.250 Residential construction.
(1) New construction and substantial improve-

ment of any residential structure shall have the
lowest floor, including basement, elevated one foot
or more above base flood elevation.

(2) Fully enclosed areas below the lowest floor
that are subject to flooding are prohibited, or shall
be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic
flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for the
entry and exit of floodwaters. Designs for meeting
this requirement must either be certified by a regis-
tered professional engineer or architect or must
meet or exceed the following minimum criteria:

(a) A minimum of two openings having a
total net area of not less than one square inch for
every square foot of enclosed area subject to flood-
ing shall be provided.

(b) The bottom of all openings shall be no
higher than one foot above grade.

(c) Openings may be equipped with screens,
louvers or other coverings or devices; provided,
that they permit the automatic entry and exit of
floodwaters. (Ord. 377 § 5.2(A), 1996)

14.10.260 Nonresidential construction.
New construction and substantial improvement

of any commercial, industrial or other nonresiden-

tial structure shall either have the lowest floor,
including basement, elevated one foot or more
above the level of the base flood elevation; or,
together with attendant utility and sanitary facili-
ties, shall:

(1) Be floodproofed so that below one foot
above the base flood level the structure is water-
tight with walls substantially impermeable to the
passage of water;

(2) Have structural components capable of
resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and
effects of buoyancy;

(3) Be certified that the design and methods of
construction are in accordance with accepted stan-
dards of practice for meeting provisions of this sec-
tion based on their development and/or review of
the structural design, specifications and plans.
Such certifications shall be provided to the official
as set forth in CMC 14.10.140(3)(b). The certifica-
tion shall be by a registered professional engineer
or architect unless exempted by the administrator.

(4) Nonresidential structures that are elevated,
but not floodproofed, must meet the same stan-
dards for space below the lowest floor as described
in CMC 14.10.250(2).

(5) Applicants floodproofing nonresidential
buildings shall be notified that flood insurance pre-
miums will be based on rates that are one foot
below the floodproofed level (e.g, a building con-
structed to one foot above the base flood level will
be rated as at the base flood level). (Ord. 377
§ 5.2(B), 1996)

14.10.270 Critical facility.
Construction of new critical facilities shall be, to

the extent possible, located outside the limits of the
base floodplain. Construction of new critical facil-
ities shall be permissible within the base floodplain
if no feasible alternative site is available. Critical
facilities constructed within the base floodplain
shall have the lowest floor elevated to three feet or
more above the level of the base flood elevation at
the site. Floodproofing and sealing measures must
be taken to insure that toxic substances will not be
displaced by or released into floodwaters. Access
routes elevated to or above the level of the base
floodplain shall be provided to all critical facilities
to the extent possible. (Ord. 377 § 5.2(C), 1996)
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14.10.280 Manufactured homes.
All manufactured homes to be placed or sub-

stantially improved within zones A1-30, AH and
AE on the community’s FIRM shall be elevated on
a permanent foundation such that the lowest floor
of the manufactured home is one foot or more
above the base flood elevation; and be securely
anchored to an adequately anchored foundation
system in accordance with the provisions in CMC
14.10.190(2). This subsection applies to manufac-
tured homes to be placed or substantially improved
in an expansion to an existing manufactured home
park or subdivision. This subsection does not apply
to manufactured homes to be placed or substan-
tially improved in an existing manufactured home
park or subdivision except where the repair, recon-
struction or improvement of the streets, utilities
and pads equals or exceeds 50 percent of the value
of the streets, utilities and pads before the repair,
reconstruction or improvements has commenced.
(Ord. 377 § 5.2(D), 1996)

14.10.290 Accessory structures.
(1) Accessory structures shall not be used for

human habitation.
(2) Accessory structures shall be designed to

have low flood damage potential.
(3) Accessory structures shall be constructed

and placed on the building site so as to offer the
minimum resistance to the flow of floodwaters.

(4) Accessory structures shall be firmly
anchored to prevent flotation that may result in
damage to other structures.

(5) Service facilities such as electrical and heat-
ing equipment shall be elevated above the regula-
tory flood elevation or floodproofed to prevent
damage by floodwaters. (Ord. 377 § 5.2(E), 1996)

14.10.300 Bridges, culverts and docks.
(1) All bridges shall be designed and con-

structed to provide for the passage of regulatory
floodflows. The total design of the bridge, its road
approaches and associated utilities and bank stabi-
lization shall allow for floodflows to pass under or
around the bridge structure without resulting in a
significant damming of the stream plans may be
submitted to the public works director for review.

(2) The minimum floodway width shall be
maintained. When center support piles are neces-
sary, the structure shall be designed to withstand

floodwater velocities with debris hangup and shall
not result in increased flood depth or velocities.

(3) Culverts shall be sized to adequately pass
regulatory flood flows. The culverts and road shall
allow floodwaters to pass through, over or around
the road without causing significant damming of
the stream. Plans may be submitted to the public
works director for review.

(4) Docks, piles and bridge abutments shall be
designed to withstand regulatory floodflows and
the additional hydrologic pressures associated with
debris hangup on the structure during a flood. (Ord.
377 § 5.2(F), 1996)

14.10.310 Floodways.
Located within areas of special flood hazard

established in CMC 14.10.070 are areas designated
as floodways. Since the floodway is an extremely
hazardous area due to the velocity of flood waters
which carry debris, potential projectiles and ero-
sion potential, the following provisions apply:

(1) Prohibit encroachments, including fill, new
construction, substantial improvements and other
development unless certification by a registered
professional engineer or architect is provided dem-
onstrating that encroachments shall not result in
any increase in flood levels during the occurrence
of the base flood discharge.

(2) Construction or reconstruction of residen-
tial structures is prohibited within designated
floodways, except for (a) repairs, reconstruction or
improvements to a structure which do not increase
the ground floor area; and (b) repairs, reconstruc-
tion or improvements to a structure, the cost of
which does not exceed 50 percent of the market
value of the structure either (i) before the repair,
reconstruction or improvement is started, or (ii) if
the structure has been damaged, and is being
restored, before the damage occurred. Work done
on structures to comply with existing health, sani-
tary or safety codes or to structures identified as
historic places shall not be included in the 50 per-
cent.

(3) If subsection (1) of this section is satisfied,
all new construction and substantial improvements
shall comply with all applicable flood hazard
reduction provisions of this article, provisions for
flood hazard reduction.

(4) Encroachments. The cumulative effect of
any proposed development, when combined with
all other existing and anticipated development,
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shall not increase the water surface elevation of the
base flood more than one foot at any point. This
subsection is applicable when base flood eleva-
tions have been provided but floodways have not.
(Ord. 377 § 5.3, 1996)

14.10.320 Standards for shallow flooding 
areas (AO zones).

Shallow flooding areas appear on FIRM’s as
AO zones with depth designations. The base flood
depths in these zones range from one to three feet
above ground where a clearly defined channel does
not exist, or where the path of flooding is unpre-
dictable and where velocity flow may be evident.
Such flooding is usually characterized as sheet
flow. In these areas, the following provisions
apply:

(1) New construction and substantial improve-
ments of residential structures within AO zones
shall have the lowest floor (including basement)
elevated above the highest grade adjacent to the
building, one foot or more above the depth number
specified on the FIRM (at least two feet if no depth
number is specified).

(2) New construction and substantial improve-
ments of nonresidential structures within AO zones
shall either:

(a) Have the lowest floor (including base-
ment) elevated above the highest adjacent grade of
the building site, one foot or more above the depth
number specified on the FIRM (at least two feet if
no depth number is specified); or

(b) Together with attendant utility and sani-
tary facilities, be completely floodproofed to or
above that level so that any space below that level
is watertight with walls substantially impermeable
to the passage of water and with structural compo-
nents having the capability of resisting hydrostatic
and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.
If this method is used, compliance shall be certi-
fied.

(3) Require adequate drainage paths around
structures on slopes to guide floodwaters around
and away from proposed structures. (Ord. 377
§ 5.4, 1996)

Chapter 14.15

CRITICAL AREAS

Sections:

Article I. Development Regulations

14.15.010 Purpose.
14.15.020 Statutory authorization.
14.15.030 Definitions.
14.15.040 Applicability.
14.15.050 Exemptions.
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14.15.230 Forest lands.
14.15.240 Mineral resource lands.

Article I. Development Regulations

14.15.010 Purpose.
This critical areas protection chapter is intended

to implement the provisions of RCW 36.70A.060,
and to further the objectives of the town of Cath-
lamet comprehensive plan and the town of Cath-
lamet shoreline management master program. In
compliance with the mandate of the Washington
State Growth Management Act, the town finds that
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certain portions of the town constitute critical
areas. These critical areas contain valuable natural
resources, perform important ecological functions
and processes, provide scenic and recreational
qualities important to the character of the town,
and/or present a hazard to life and property.

In addition, this chapter reflects the policy of the
town of Cathlamet that any proposed method to
conserve resource land should emphasize mainte-
nance of existing practices. This chapter is not
intended to deprive any person of the viable eco-
nomic use of his/her property. To the extent that
private property is regulated under this chapter,
review and processing of permits shall be coordi-
nated with other land use approvals so that addi-
tional bureaucratic burdens are not imposed upon
the landowner.

Identification, designation, and regulation of
critical areas are, therefore, necessary to promote
the public health, safety and general welfare of the
town’s citizens by provisions designed: 

(1) To classify and designate geologically haz-
ardous areas, frequently flooded areas, potential
aquifer recharge areas, wetlands, and fish and wild-
life habitat conservation areas, as defined herein, as
critical areas that are of special concern to the town
of Cathlamet;

(2) To protect critical areas from the adverse
impact of development located within such desig-
nated areas, while protecting the constitutional
rights of property owners;

(3) To reduce the potential for personal injury,
loss of life, property damage or financial losses due
to flooding, erosion, landslides or steep slope fail-
ures;

(4) To protect against publicly financed expen-
ditures due to the misuse of critical areas which
causes unnecessary maintenance and replacement
of public facilities and avoidable costs for public
emergency rescue and relief operations;

(5) To protect the rural lifestyle and quality of
life of the town of Cathlamet by preserving the
town’s natural resources. (Ord. 433 § 1, 2002)

14.15.020 Statutory authorization.
The Legislature of the state of Washington pur-

suant to RCW 36.70A.060(2) has authorized towns
to adopt regulations to protect critical areas. The
Legislature of the state of Washington pursuant to

RCW 36.70A.170 has authorized towns to desig-
nate natural resource lands and critical areas. (Ord.
433 § 2, 2002)

14.15.030 Definitions.
Unless specifically defined in this section,

words or phrases used in this chapter shall be inter-
preted so as to give them the meaning they have in
common usage and to give this chapter its most
reasonable application.

(1) “Existing and ongoing agricultural activi-
ties” means current use, or use within the preceding
25 years, of a tract of land primarily devoted to the
commercial production of horticultural, viticul-
tural, floricultural, dairy, apiary, vegetable or ani-
mal products or of berries, grain, honey, straw, hay,
turf, seed, Christmas trees, hybrid cottonwood, or
other similar short-rotation hardwoods grown on
land that has been prepared by intensive cultivation
and tilling or livestock, and that has long-term
commercial significance for agricultural produc-
tion. Agricultural activities include operation and
maintenance of farm and stock ponds or drainage
ditches, operation and maintenance of ditches, and
normal maintenance repair, or operation of existing
structures or facilities. An operation ceases to be an
agricultural activity when the area on which it is
conducted is proposed for conversion to a nonagri-
cultural use or has lain idle for more than 25 years,
unless the idle land is registered in a federal or state
soils conservation program, or unless the activity is
maintenance of irrigation or drainage ditches
related to an existing agricultural activity; pro-
vided, however, if the land has lain idle for more
than five years, but less than 25 years, in order to
take advantage of the exemption set forth in CMC
14.15.050(3), an applicant shall be prohibited from
converting such land to nonagricultural use for a
period of 10 years from the date when the agricul-
tural use was resumed. In such cases, the applicant
may be required to work with the local conserva-
tion district or other qualified professional to estab-
lish a farm plan designed to minimize adverse
impacts to wetlands. Forest practices are not
included in this definition. Reliance upon this def-
inition does not relieve any applicant from comply-
ing with applicable wetlands regulations,
interpretations, and procedures promulgated by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.
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(2) “Administrator” means the town of Cath-
lamet public works director or his/her designee.

(3) “Applicant” means any natural person or
business entity such as a corporation or a partner-
ship which applies for a development proposal,
permit or approval subject to review under this
chapter. Applicant shall also mean any predecessor
or successor in interest involving the same or fun-
damentally the same individuals or entities.

(4) “Aquifer recharge areas” means geological
formations with recharging areas having an effect
on aquifers used for potable water where an essen-
tial source of drinking water is vulnerable to con-
tamination.

(5) “Commercial activity” means a privately or
publicly owned or operated facility or place of
business open to the public for sale of goods or ser-
vices. Examples include restaurants and taverns,
hotels, motels, offices, personal services, retail
stores, recreational vehicle parks and camp-
grounds.

(6) “De novo” means a new hearing as opposed
to a review of a record created at a prior hearing.

(7) “Department” means the town of Cathlamet
public works department.

(8) “Development” means a construction
project involving property improvement or change
of physical character within the site; the act of
using land for building or extractive purposes.
“Development” shall include, but shall not be lim-
ited to, the activities identified in CMC 14.15.040.

(9) “Excavation” means the mechanical
removal of earth material.

(10) “High intensity land use” includes public
road construction, housing development greater
than one house per two and one-half acres, com-
mercial land use, and industrial land use.

(11) “Industrial activity” means public or pri-
vate use of land or structures for manufacturing,
processing, deep water port development, and
energy generation facilities.

(12) “Low intensity land use” includes private
and town of Cathlamet access road mainte-
nance/construction, and housing development less
than or equal to one house per two and one-half
acres.

(13) “Filling or fill” is a deposit of earth mate-
rial, manmade materials, or other potentially dam-
aging materials, placed by artificial means.

(14) “Mitigation” means avoiding, minimizing
or compensating for adverse critical area impacts,

including the following, in the following order of
preference:

(a) Avoiding the impact altogether by not
taking a certain action or parts of an action;

(b) Minimizing impacts by limiting the
degree or magnitude of the action and its imple-
mentation, by using appropriate technology, or by
taking affirmative steps to avoid or reduce impacts;

(c) Rectifying the impact by repairing, reha-
bilitating, or restoring the affected environment;

(d) Reducing or eliminating the impact over
time by preservation and maintenance operations
during the life of the operation;

(e) Compensating for the impact by replac-
ing, enhancing or providing substitute resources or
environments;

(f) Monitoring the impact and the compensa-
tion project. Mitigation for individual actions may
include a combination of the above measures.

(15) “Nonconforming structure” means a struc-
ture which was lawfully constructed or established
prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified
in this chapter but which does not conform to
present regulations or standards of this chapter.

(16) “Normal maintenance or repair” means
those acts to an area to prevent a decline from or to
restore to a state comparable to its original condi-
tion, except if repair requires total replacement or
causes substantial adverse impacts to the critical
area.

(17) “Pond” means a naturally existing or arti-
ficially created body of standing water less than 20
acres in size and not defined as “shorelines of the
state” by Chapter 90.58 RCW, Shoreline Manage-
ment Act. Ponds can include reservoirs which exist
on a year-round basis and occur in a depression of
land or expanded part of a stream. A pond is
bounded by the ordinary high water mark or the
extension of the elevation of the pond’s ordinary
high water mark within the stream, where the
stream enters the pond.

(18) “Qualified critical area professional”
means a person with experience, education, and
professional degrees and training pertaining to the
critical area in question, and with experience in
performing delineations, analyzing critical area
functions and values, analyzing critical area
impacts, and recommending critical area mitiga-
tion and restoration. The administrator shall
require professionals to demonstrate the basis for
qualifications and shall make final determination
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as to qualifications. Demonstration of qualifica-
tions may include, but shall not be limited to, pro-
fessional certification.

(19) “Reasonable alternative” means an activ-
ity that could feasibly attain or approximate a pro-
posal’s objectives, but at a decreased level of
environmental degradation. Reasonable alterna-
tives may be used, in part, to mitigate adverse
impacts.

(20) “Reasonable use” means the economically
viable use of a property owner’s land as articulated
by federal and state courts in regulatory takings
cases.

(21) “Riparian zone or stream setback” means a
specified area alongside a stream where specific
measures are taken to protect water quality and fish
and wildlife habitat. Riparian zones shall not be
developed and natural vegetation shall be main-
tained. Nonnative invasive species may be con-
trolled within the riparian zone so long as adverse
impacts to the riparian zone are minimized. 

(22) “Steep slope” means an area which is
equal to or in excess of 30 percent slope, or where
the ground’s surface rises 10 feet or more vertically
within a horizontal distance of 25 feet.

(23) “Stream type” means the classification of a
stream according to the water typing system
adopted by the Washington State Forest Practices
Board and promulgated in WAC 222-16-030. Type
I, II, III, IV, and V streams are synonymous with
type 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 waters as defined in WAC
222-16-030. (Ord. 433 § 3, 2002)

14.15.040 Applicability.
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to an

activity requiring a valid development permit and
which occurs in a critical area or its buffer or ripar-
ian zone subject to this chapter unless otherwise
exempt. These activities may include but are not
limited to the following:

(1) Removing, excavating, disturbing or dredg-
ing soil, sand, gravel, minerals or organic matter of
any kind;

(2) Dumping, discharging, or filling with any
material;

(3) Constructing, demolishing or altering the
size of any structure;

(4) Destroying or altering vegetation through
clearing, harvesting, cutting, intentional burning,
shading or planting vegetation where these activi-
ties would alter the character of a critical area;

(5) Draining or artificial flooding that alters the
water table;

(6) Discharges into water that result in adverse
changes to a critical area.

All activities subject to a development permit
under this chapter shall be coordinated with the
requirements of the following permits and approv-
als: clearing, filling and grading; subdivision or
short subdivision; flood control permit; shoreline
substantial development; variance, conditional use
and other permits leading to the development or
alteration of land. If two or more critical areas des-
ignations apply to a single plot of land, both or all
designations shall apply. (Ord. 433 § 4, 2002)

14.15.050 Exemptions.
The following activities shall be exempt from

the provisions of this chapter:
(1) All policies, regulations, and procedures of

this chapter are null and have no effect on those
activities and uses conducted pursuant to the
Washington State Forest Practices Act and its rules
and regulations and/or conducted in conformity
with an approved habitat conservation plan;

(2) Existing and ongoing commercial and
industrial activities as defined in this chapter;

(3) Existing and ongoing agricultural activities
as defined in this chapter, including those activities
legally conducted in wetland areas at the time of
the adoption of this chapter; in order to establish
this exemption, the administrator may require an
applicant to provide documentation that the area in
question has previously been used for agricultural
production. Documentation may include one or
more of the following:

(a) Evidence of the presence of agricultural
activity within the boundary of the proposed devel-
opment (dated photographs, dated video, topo-
graphic surveys);

(b) Old aerial photographs showing agricul-
tural activity within the proposed development
area;

(c) Old maps drawn by registered engi-
neers/surveyors showing the presence of agricul-
tural activity in the proposed development area;

(d) Evidence that established plants of culti-
vated (not native) agricultural plant species are
present within the proposed development; or

(e) The presence of farm records and/or farm
plans prepared by the local Conservation District
or Agricultural Extension Service;
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(4) Access, maintenance, operation or recon-
struction of existing roads, streets, driveways, util-
ity lines, and associated existing structures;
provided, reconstruction does not exceed the foot-
print of the existing improved road right-of-way;

(5) Installation, construction, or replacement of
utility lines in improved town of Cathlamet right-
of-way;

(6) Installation, construction, or replacement of
municipal wastewater treatment facilities;

(7) Normal maintenance, repair, operation, or
reconstruction of existing structures, facilities or
improved areas provided that reconstruction meets
the guidelines for a “nonconforming structure” as
defined;

(8) Maintenance of groundcover or other vege-
tative matter intentionally planted in a critical area
that was disturbed prior to the effective date of the
ordinance codified in this chapter;

(9) Site investigative work required by the town
of Cathlamet, or any county, state or federal
agency for preparing a land use application submit-
ted such as surveys, soil logs, percolation tests and
other related activities provided impacts in envi-
ronmentally critical areas are minimized and dis-
turbed areas are restored within one year after tests
are concluded;

(10) Recreational uses such as sport fishing or
hunting, scientific or educational reviews (or other
activities which have minimal adverse impacts on
critical areas);

(11) Intentionally created wetlands made from
uplands (with the exception of wetlands estab-
lished expressly for purposes of mitigation) or sur-
face water systems including irrigation and
drainage ditches, grass-lined swales and canals,
farm ponds, and landscape or ornamental ameni-
ties;

(12) Emergency actions which must be under-
taken immediately or for which there is insufficient
time for full compliance with this chapter when it
is necessary to prevent an imminent threat to public
health or safety, to public or private property or to
prevent serious environmental degradation. Prior
to engaging in an emergency action, the adminis-
trator shall provide written determination that an
emergency action is required and the reasons
underlying that determination in accordance with
this section. In the event a person or agency deter-
mines that the need to take emergency action is so

urgent that there is insufficient time for review by
the department, such emergency action may be
taken immediately.

The person or agency undertaking such action
shall notify the administrator within two working
days following commencement of the emergency
activity. Following such notification the director
shall make a written determination if the action
taken was within the scope of the emergency
actions taken in this subsection. The administrator
may require after-the-fact mitigation for adverse
impacts to wetlands. (Ord. 433 § 5, 2002)

14.15.060 Relationship to other regulations.
No permit granted pursuant to this chapter shall

remove an applicant’s obligation to comply with
applicable provisions of any other federal, state or
local law or regulations. In the event of any conflict
between these regulations and any other regulation
or regulations of the town of Cathlamet, the regu-
lations which provide the most protection to the
critical area shall apply. (Ord. 433 § 6, 2002)

14.15.070 Reasonable use exception.
(1) If the application of this chapter would deny

all reasonable use of the property, development
may be allowed which is consistent with the gen-
eral purposes of this chapter and the public interest.
An application for a critical area reasonable use
exception on a form to be developed by the admin-
istrator shall be filed with the administrator who
shall consult with the town attorney and shall issue
a final decision.

(2) The administrator, in approval of a reason-
able use exception, must determine that:

(a) Application of this chapter would deny
reasonable use of the property;

(b) There is no other reasonable use with less
impact on the critical area;

(c) The proposed development does not pose
an unreasonable threat to the public health, safety,
or welfare on or off the development proposal site;

(d) Any alteration permitted to the critical
areas shall be the minimum necessary to allow for
reasonable use of the property;

(e) Any authorized alteration of a critical
area under this section shall require mitigation
under the mitigation plan approved by the adminis-
trator; and

(f) The inability to derive reasonable eco-
nomic use of the property is not the result of actions
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in segregating or dividing the property, thus creat-
ing the undevelopable conditions after the effective
date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. (Ord.
433 § 7, 2002)

14.15.080 Single-family residence exception.
The standards and restrictions contained in this

chapter shall not be used to preclude the placement
of a single-family residence on an otherwise
legally buildable lot of record. Standards contained
in this chapter may be applied on established prop-
erties to limit the proposed location of structures
and proposed removal of vegetation. Mitigation
may also be required. (Ord. 433 § 8, 2002)

14.15.090 Establishment of development 
permit.

(1) Development Permit Required. A develop-
ment permit shall be obtained before development
begins within any critical area or its buffer. A
development permit will be issued as part of a
buildings or shorelines permit as may be required
by law. In cases where the development is exempt
from either a building or shorelines permit, a devel-
opment permit in the form of a letter will be used.
No additional fee shall be charged for the issuance
of a development permit under this chapter.

(2) Preapplication Process. Any person who
considers that this chapter may apply to develop-
ment of a particular property is encouraged to
request a meeting with the town of Cathlamet pub-
lic works department to discuss and receive prelim-
inary comments on the potential effects of this
chapter in advance of making a formal application
for any permit. A preapplication meeting may
include the following determinations:

(a) The actual presence or absence of a criti-
cal area based on maps, photographs, or other
information, either supplied by the prospective
applicant or by the department; and if a critical area
is indicated, what options maybe available;

(b) The absence, presence or extent of a crit-
ical area based on a site inspection by department
staff (e.g., by measuring slopes, or noting general
land surface characteristics);

(c) Whether a site evaluation would be
required to establish the absence, presence, or
extent of a critical area; and/or

(d) Whether a special report would be
required to determine if the regulations applicable
to a known critical area can be met.

The purpose of a preapplication meeting is to
provide a prospective applicant and the town of
Cathlamet the opportunity to determine if and how
the critical areas ordinance may apply, so that if
desired, the scope and design of the proposal may
be modified to reduce or avoid restrictions which
may be imposed by this chapter. Since site infor-
mation and proposal are typically incomplete at the
preapplication stage, and that more specific site
and proposal information is typically generated
prior to making a formal application, preliminary
determinations made through a preapplication
meeting shall not be binding.

(3) Application for Development Permit.
Application for a permit shall be made on forms
furnished by the public works department. This
chapter is not intended to create a separate permit
process for development proposals. To the extent
possible, the town of Cathlamet shall consolidate
the review and processing of permits related to crit-
ical lands with other land use approvals. Appli-
cants shall be required to submit a site plan drawn
to scale with a north arrow and identifying known
locations of critical areas, location of proposed
structures, roads, water boundaries, if applicable,
and activities including clearing, grading, and gen-
eral topographic information. Applicants shall be
required to provide such documentation, illustra-
tions, maps, and accurate engineering data as the
administrator may deem necessary to adequately
appraise the development proposed, the potential
impact on the environment of the critical area, and
to ensure compliance with this chapter. (Ord. 433
§ 9, 2002)

14.15.100 Designation of administrator.
The public works director or his/her designee is

appointed to administer and implement this chapter
by granting or denying development permit appli-
cations in accordance with its provisions. (Ord. 433
§ 10, 2002)

14.15.110 Duties and responsibilities of 
administrator.

Duties of the administrator shall include, but not
be limited to: 

(1) Permit Review.
(a) Review all development permits to deter-

mine that the permit requirements of this chapter
have been satisfied.
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(b) Review all development permits to deter-
mine that all necessary permits have been obtained
or are being applied for from those federal, state or
local government agencies from which prior
approval is required. The town of Cathlamet’s
review shall not be determinative as to whether
such other state, federal or local permits are
required. The final responsibility for making such
determination as to the necessity for other permits
is with the permit applicant.

(c) Review all development permits to deter-
mine if proposed development is located in a criti-
cal area. If located in a critical area, assure that the
provisions of this chapter are met, and consult with
appropriate critical areas professionals as neces-
sary.

(d) Consult with a qualified critical area pro-
fessional with respect to applicability of the stan-
dards contained in CMC 14.15.200.

(2) Use of Other Data. When there is a question
regarding the location or existence of a critical area
within a development proposal, the administrator
shall obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any
maps or other source available.

(3) Information to Be Obtained. Where maps or
available information are insufficient to determine
the existence or location of a critical area within the
development proposal, the administrator shall
request a study be prepared by a qualified engineer
or qualified critical area professional. The appli-
cant may select from a qualified critical area pro-
fessional list or register which is maintained by the
town of Cathlamet. In the event that an applicant
chooses to utilize the services of a qualified critical
area professional not listed on the town of Cath-
lamet register, the town of Cathlamet may at its
discretion and at the applicant’s expense, retain a
qualified critical area professional to review and
confirm the applicant’s reports and studies.

(4) Coordination of Reporting Requirements.
To avoid duplication, the information required by
this section should be coordinated with reporting
requirements for any other critical area located in
the development proposal. (Ord. 433 § 11, 2002)

14.15.120 Critical areas inventory maps.
The location and extent of environmentally crit-

ical areas and lands within the town of Cathlamet
are shown on the maps adopted as part of this chap-
ter. These maps are intended to be used as a guide
for the assistance of property owners and as infor-

mation for the public. Boundaries are generalized;
field investigation and analysis by a qualified crit-
ical area professional may be required to confirm
the existence of a critical area. In the event of any
conflict between the location, designation or clas-
sification of a critical area shown on the town of
Cathlamet maps and the criteria or standards of this
chapter, the criteria and standards of this chapter as
supported by determination of a field investigation
shall prevail. (Ord. 433 § 12, 2002)

14.15.130 Pre-existing nonconforming use and 
development standards.

“Pre-existing nonconforming development”
means a use or structure which was lawfully con-
structed, approved or established prior to the effec-
tive date of the ordinance codified in this chapter
but which does not conform to present regulations
or standards of this chapter. The following rules
govern nonconforming uses:

(1) A nonconforming development may be con-
tinued provided that it is not enlarged, intensified,
increased or altered in any way which increases its
nonconformity.

(2) If a nonconforming development has been
discontinued for a period of 12 consecutive
months, new alterations to the structure or use shall
conform to the regulations and standards of this
chapter.

(3) If a nonconforming development is discon-
tinued for 12 consecutive months, or for 12 months
during any two-year period, any subsequent devel-
opment shall conform to the regulations and stan-
dards of this chapter. It is not necessary to show
that the property owner intends to abandon the
nonconforming development in order for the non-
conforming rights to expire.

(4) A nonconforming development cannot be
changed to another nonconforming development,
regardless of the conforming or nonconforming
status of the structure in which it is located.

(5) Structures in existence on the date the ordi-
nance codified in this chapter become effective and
that do not meet the requirements of this chapter
for wetlands, streams, or steep slope hazards may
be remodeled or reconstructed; provided, that the
new construction or related activity does not fur-
ther intrude into a stream, wetland, or steep slope
or other critical area and is subject to the standards
set forth in CMC 14.15.170(4) for substantial
development in any area of special flood hazard.
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(6) If any nonconforming development is
destroyed by fire, flood, windstorm or other natural
disaster, it may be restored to its pre-existing con-
dition. If destruction is the result of a flood, any
reconstruction shall comply with the standards
contained in CMC 14.15.170(4). (Ord. 433 § 13,
2002)

14.15.140 Variances.
(1) Procedure.

(a) Subject to the public notice and hearing
provisions of this section, the administrator may
consider applications for variances from the
requirements of this chapter. An application for a
variance shall be made upon forms provided by the
public works department.

(b) In reviewing an application for variance,
the administrator shall consider all maps, special
reports, all relevant factors, standards specified in
other sections of this chapter and other applicable
local, state or federal requirements.

(c) Following his/her review of the applica-
tion for variance, the administrator shall prepare a
written staff report including a recommendation
with respect to granting or denying the requested
variance. Within 60 days of receipt of variance
application, the administrator shall submit his staff
report to the town of Cathlamet planning commis-
sion.

(d) Upon receipt of the administrator’s staff
report, the planning commission shall schedule a
public hearing to review the variance application.
Notice of the public hearing shall be published in
the Wahkiakum Eagle at least 14 calendar days
prior to the scheduled hearing. Written notice of
the hearing shall also be provided to the applicant
at least 14 calendar days prior to said hearing.

(e) The planning commission shall conduct
its public hearing on the variance application not
more than 45 days after its receipt of the adminis-
trator’s staff report. Any interested person may
appear and be heard regarding the variance appli-
cation, subject to hearing procedures adopted by
the planning commission.

(f) Following the public hearing, the plan-
ning commission shall review the variance applica-
tion to determine whether the application meets the
criteria set forth in subsection (2) of this section.
The planning commission shall then submit its rec-
ommendations to the council of the town of Cath-
lamet. The recommendations shall be accompanied

by written “findings of fact.” A copy of the recom-
mendations and findings shall be forwarded to the
applicant.

(g) The council of the town of Cathlamet
shall consider the variance application within 14
calendar days of its receipt of the recommendations
and findings from the planning commission. The
council of the town of Cathlamet may approve,
deny, or approve within conditions, the variance
application. The decision of the council of the town
of Cathlamet shall be final.

(2) General Conditions.
(a) A variance in the applications of the reg-

ulations of this chapter to a particular piece of
property or a variance to the use prohibitions of this
chapter may be granted when the application meets
all of the following criteria:

(i) Because of special circumstances
applicable to the subject property, including size,
shape, topography, location or surroundings, the
strict application of this chapter is found to deprive
the subject property of rights and privileges
enjoyed by other properties in the vicinity; pro-
vided, however, the fact that surrounding proper-
ties have been developed under regulations in force
prior to the adoption of this chapter shall not be the
sole basis for the granting of a variance;

(ii) The granting of the variance will not
be materially detrimental to the critical area, or to
the public welfare or injurious to the property in the
area in which the property is situated or contrary to
the goals, policies and purpose of this chapter;

(iii) The granting of the variance is the
minimum necessary to accommodate the permitted
use; and

(iv) No other reasonable alternative
exists, i.e., no other activity could feasibly attain
the proposal’s objectives but at a decreased level of
environmental degradation.

(b) If granting a variance hereunder results in
impacts to a critical area, mitigating measures shall
be undertaken pursuant to CMC 14.15.200 as to
wetlands; for nonwetland critical areas, other miti-
gating measures may be required.

(c) Except when application of this chapter
would deny all reasonable use of the property, an
applicant who seeks an exception from the require-
ments of this chapter shall pursue relief by means
of a variance. (Ord. 433 § 14, 2002)
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14.15.150 Appeals.
(1) A person aggrieved by the issuance or

denial of a development permit or variance or rea-
sonable use exception or by the imposition of a
civil penalty may appeal such action to the council
of the town of Cathlamet. Any such appeal shall be
in writing and must be filed with the town clerk
within 14 days of the transmittal of the administra-
tor’s decision to the applicant. The appeal shall
specify the reasons therefor. The administrator
shall provide the town council with the findings
and documentation relating to the decision being
appealed.

(2) The town council, following a de novo hear-
ing, shall affirm, modify or reverse the administra-
tor’s decision. The appellant carries the burden of
proof on appeal. The town council shall reach a
decision on the appeal within 21 days following the
filing of the appeal unless the appellant consents to
an extension of time. The town council’s decision
shall be in writing and shall contain findings of fact
and shall be filed with the clerk of the town of
Cathlamet and a copy thereof shall be transmitted
to the appellant.

(3) The decision of the town council shall be
final and conclusive unless within 14 days from the
date of transmittal the original applicant or an
adverse party files on appeal to the Superior Court
for Wahkiakum County for a writ of certiorari, a
writ of prohibition, or a writ of mandamus. The fil-
ing of such an appeal within such time limit shall
stay the effective date of the order of the council
until such time as the appeal shall have been adju-
dicated or withdrawn. Concurrently with filing
such notice of appeal, the aggrieved party shall
serve a copy thereof on the clerk of the town.

(4) Any appeal hereunder which is transmitted
through the United States Mail shall be deemed
filed and received by the town of Cathlamet on the
date shown by the post office cancellation mark
stamped upon the envelope or other appropriate
wrapper containing it. (Ord. 433 § 15, 2002)

14.15.160 Enforcement.
(1) The town attorney shall bring such injunc-

tive, declaratory, or other actions as are necessary
to insure compliance with this chapter.

(2) Any person who fails to comply with this
chapter, by either engaging in activities within crit-
ical areas of the town of Cathlamet prohibited by
this chapter or by failing to conform to the terms of

a permit issued pursuant to this chapter, shall also
be subject a to civil penalty of not less than $100.00
nor more than $1,000 for each violation. The sever-
ity of any penalty shall be based on the nature of
the violation and the damage or risk to the public or
to public resources. Each violation or each day of
noncompliance, except for periods of appeal as
defined in CMC 14.15.150, shall constitute a sepa-
rate violation.

(3) Notice to Comply. If a violation of this
chapter has occurred and the administrator deter-
mines that a stop work order is unnecessary, then
the administrator shall issue and serve upon the
applicant a notice which will clearly set forth:

(a) (i) The specific nature, extent, and time
of failure to comply with the terms of this chapter;
and/or

(ii) The relevant provisions of this chap-
ter relating thereto; and

(b) The specific course of action ordered by
the administrator to be followed by the applicant to
correct such failure to comply and to prevent, cor-
rect and/or compensate for material damage to crit-
ical areas which resulted from any violation of this
chapter.

(4) The administrator shall have the authority to
serve upon an applicant a stop work order which
shall be a final order of the town of Cathlamet if
immediate action is necessary to prevent continua-
tion of or to avoid material damage to a critical
area. The stop work order shall set forth:

(a) The specific nature, extent, and time of
the violation;

(b) An order to stop all work connected with
the violation; and

(c) The specific course of action needed to
correct such violation and to correct and/or com-
pensate for damage to critical areas which has
resulted from any violation of this order.

(5) The civil penalty provided for in this section
shall be imposed by a notice of infraction in writing
either by certified mail with return receipt
requested or by personal service, to the person
incurring the same. The notice shall describe the
violation with reasonable particularity and shall
order the acts constituting the violation or the
potential violation to cease and desist, and in
appropriate cases, require necessary corrective
action within a specific time. The administrator is
authorized to issue a notice of infraction if an appli-
cant has failed to take the corrective action speci-
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fied in a notice to comply within 30 days of the
issuance of such notice to comply, or if an appli-
cant violates any stop work order issued pursuant
to this section.

(6) Any civil penalty imposed pursuant to this
section shall be subject to review by the council of
the town of Cathlamet as provided in CMC
14.15.150.

(7) Any person subject to this chapter who vio-
lates any provision of this chapter or the provisions
of a permit issued pursuant to this chapter shall be
liable for all damage to public or private property
arising from such violation, including the cost of
restoring the affected area to its conditions prior to
such violation. (Ord. 433 § 16, 2002)

Article II. Classification and Protection of 
Critical Areas

14.15.170 Frequently flooded areas.
(1) Classification. All flood hazard areas shall

be as identified in the scientific and engineering
report entitled “The Flood Insurance Study for the
Town of Cathlamet,” dated September 29, 1986, or
subsequently recognized updates to said report,
with accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps
prepared by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

(2) Mapping. All flood hazard areas identified
by the Federal Insurance Administration in “The
Flood Insurance Study,” September, 1986,
together with flood insurance rate maps (FIRM)
dated September 29, 1986, or subsequently recog-
nized updates to said studies and/or maps are
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be
part of this chapter. The current flood insurance
study and maps shall be on file at the Town Hall,
located at 100 Main Street, Cathlamet, Washington
98612. Flood hazard areas are also shown in Figure
2-5, page 2-25, of the Town of Cathlamet Compre-
hensive Plan, 2002.

(3) Designation. Areas of the town of Cath-
lamet meeting the classification criteria for fre-
quently flooded areas are hereby designated as
such under RCW 36.70A.170.

(4) Development Performance Standards. The
town of Cathlamet’s flood damage prevention
ordinance (Chapter 14.10 CMC) regulates devel-
opment within frequently flooded areas similar to
those classified and designated herein. Therefore,
the provisions for flood hazard reduction contained

in Article IV of the town of Cathlamet flood dam-
age prevention ordinance (CMC 14.10.180
through 14.10.320, inclusive) are adopted by refer-
ence and declared to be a part of this chapter. (Ord.
433 § 17, 2002)

14.15.180 Geologically hazardous areas.
(1) Classification. Geologically hazardous

areas include areas susceptible to erosion, sliding,
earthquake, or other geological event. They pose a
threat to the health, and safety of the public. The
following definitions shall be used in classifying
geologically hazardous areas:

(a) Erosion Hazard Area. Erosion is a com-
mon occurrence due to hydrologic and geologic
characteristics, vegetative conditions and human
land use. Erosion hazard areas are sites designated
by the USDA Soil Conservation Service as being
highly erodible or having the potential to become
highly erodible due to disturbance of ground cover.

(b) Seismic Hazard Areas. Seismic hazard
areas are areas subject to a severe risk of earth-
quake damage as a result of seismically induced
ground shaking, slope failure, deferential settle-
ment, soil liquefaction, or surface faulting. For pur-
poses of this classification, seismic hazardous
areas are those areas that are underlain by alluvium
as identified by United States Geologic Service
(USGS) maps.

(c) Volcanic Hazard Areas. Volcanic hazard
areas are areas which have potential risk to life and
property by mud flows or flooding as a result of
volcanic activity from Mt. St. Helens. All volcanic
mudflow hazard areas shall be identified as flood
hazards.

(d) Landslide Hazard Areas. Landslide haz-
ard areas are areas within the town of Cathlamet
that are subject to potential slope failure due to a
combination of geologic, topographic and hydro-
logical factors. These areas include:

(i) Areas identified by the town of Cath-
lamet Comprehensive Plan, 2002 (Figure 4-9, page
4-27).

(ii) Areas of historic failures or poten-
tially unstable slopes, such as areas mapped current
or future Soil Conservation Service Slide Hazard
Area Studies; or marine bluffs, quaternary slumps,
earthflows, mudflows, or landslides on maps pub-
lished by the United States Geological Survey or
Department of Natural Resources Division of
Geology or as defined by the provisions of the Uni-
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form Building Code (UBC) as adopted by the
Town of Cathlamet. Hazard areas are identified on
Sheet No. 163 of the Soil Survey of Wahkiakum
County prepared by the Soil Conservation Service,
1986.

(2) Designation. Areas of the town of Cath-
lamet meeting the classification criteria for geolog-
ically hazardous areas are hereby designated as
such under RCW 36.70A.170.

(3) Landslide and Erosion Hazard Area Stan-
dards. All development within designated land-
slide and steep slope hazard areas shall adhere to
the following standards:

(a) An erosion control plan shall be submit-
ted to the administrator for approval prior to any
clearing, construction or other development in an
erosion hazard area. The erosion control plan shall
be designed so that the hazard is or mitigated such
that the site is rendered as safe as an area without
erosion hazards.

(b) For landslide hazard areas with a slope of
30 percent or steeper and with a vertical relief of 10
or more feet except areas of consolidated rock, a
geological analysis and landslide control plan pre-
pared by a qualified critical area professional shall
be submitted to the administrator for approval prior
to activity which would change the hydrologic
characteristics of the site, such as filling, building,
clearing construction, or other development in said
area. The geological analysis shall indicate that:

(i) There is not significant risk to the
development proposal or adjacent properties; or

(ii) The proposal is designed so that the
hazard is significantly eliminated or mitigated such
that the site and adjacent property are rendered as
safe as an area without geologic hazards;

(iii) All proposed development on slopes
greater than 50 percent over a vertical height of at
least 10 feet shall be avoided if possible. Proposals
for development shall include technical studies that
evaluate the subsurface conditions and offer engi-
neering solutions, including increased slope stabi-
lization methods. (Ord. 433 § 18, 2002)

14.15.190 Aquifer recharge areas.
Municipal water for the town of Cathlamet is

pumped directly from the Elochoman River and
from ground water adjacent to the Elochoman
River. There are no known critical aquifer recharge
areas within the town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 433 § 19,
2002)

14.15.200 Wetlands.
Wetlands are essential and unique features of

the town of Cathlamet which provide multiple pub-
lic benefits that are economically and culturally
important to the town of Cathlamet. Wetlands
include shallow or deep water marshes, rivers,
sloughs, ponds, bogs, wet meadows and forests,
shrub wetlands and other lands which support a
prevalence of vegetation adapted to saturated soils.
Important functions provided by wetlands include
flood control, shoreline stabilization and erosion
control, aquatic and wildlife habitat, water quality
maintenance, recreation, agriculture and silvicul-
ture, food chain support and productivity, and aes-
thetic functions.

(1) Definition. “Wetland” or “wetlands” means
areas that are inundated or saturated by surface
water or ground water at a frequency and duration
sufficient to support, and that under normal cir-
cumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil condi-
tions. Wetlands generally include swamps,
marshes, bogs, and similar areas. Wetlands do not
include those artificial wetlands intentionally cre-
ated from nonwetland sites, including but not lim-
ited to irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined
swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater
treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape
amenities, or those wetlands created after July 1,
1990, that were intentionally created as a result of
the construction of a road, street, or highway. Wet-
lands may include those artificial wetlands inten-
tionally created from nonwetland areas to mitigate
conversion of wetlands.

(2) Classification. Wetlands are classified
according to the Washington State Wetland Rating
System for Western Washington, Second Edition.

(3) Designation. Areas meeting the definition
of wetland found in this ordinance are designated
as such under RCW 36.70A.170; provided, how-
ever, the following wetlands shall not be regulated
under this chapter:

(a) Any Category III wetland which has an
aggregate area of less than or equal to 2,500 square
feet.

(b) Any Category IV wetland which has an
aggregate area of less than or equal to 5,000 square
feet.
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(4) Identification and Delineation of Wetlands.
Wetlands shall be identified and delineated accord-
ing to the most current edition of the state of Wash-
ington Department of Ecology’s manual adopted
pursuant to RCW 90.58.380.

The approximate extent and/or location of most
wetlands within the town of Cathlamet are shown
on existing National Wetland Inventory maps, in
the Shoreline Management Master Program Envi-
ronmental Designation Atlas for the Town of Cath-
lamet, 1980, and are also depicted in Figure 2-6,
page 2-27, of the Town of Cathlamet Comprehen-
sive Plan, 2002. The mapped boundaries are
approximate and unmapped wetlands may exist.
Any conflicts between inventory maps and the pro-
visions of this chapter shall be resolved pursuant to
provisions for delineating wetlands. Wetlands not
shown on the maps are still subject to the provi-
sions of this chapter.

A determination of whether a wetland exists on
any parcel that is the subject of a development
application shall be mandatory. The town of Cath-
lamet will accept a written determination by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington
Department of Ecology, or a qualified critical areas
professional as to whether a specific parcel con-
tains a wetland; in lieu of a formal written determi-
nation, the administrator, after consultation with
and concurrence by a qualified critical area profes-
sional, in his or her discretion, may also consider
other reliable evidence in determining whether a
wetland exists. If wetlands are found on any parcel
that is the subject of a development application, the
applicant is responsible for delineating the wet-
lands.

(5) Standards.
(a) Any development proposed within a crit-

ical wetland area shall be reviewed by the adminis-
trator to ensure that:

(i) Any alteration to critical wetland
areas comply with applicable state and federal law;

(ii) Any development avoids adverse
impacts to regulated wetlands to the extent possible
considering the reasonable use of the property and
takes affirmative and appropriate measures to min-
imize and compensate for unavoidable impacts;

(iii) Any development complies with
applicable provisions of the shoreline management
master program of the town of Cathlamet;

(iv) Natural drainage systems with asso-
ciated wetland corridors shall be maintained to pro-

tect natural hydrologic function, water quality, and
to reduce public costs due to potential flooding;

(v) Any reduction of tidal and nontidal
critical wetlands shall be mitigated through careful
location and design of mitigating proposals
approved by the administrator; and

(vi) Wetlands located within publicly-
owned and designated forest resource lands will be
governed by and subject to compliance with the
State Forest Practices Act.

(b) Wetland permits shall not be effective
and no activity thereunder shall be allowed during
the time provided to file a permit appeal.

(6) Wetland Buffers and Development Set-
backs.

(a) A wetland buffer and/or development
setbacks shall be required for all regulated activi-
ties adjacent to wetlands. Any wetland created,
restored or enhanced as compensation for
approved wetland alterations shall also include the
standard buffer required for the category of the cre-
ated, restored or enhanced wetland. All buffers
shall be measured from the wetland boundary; pro-
vided, however, if the wetland is separated from
the upland areas by an improved public roadway,
the buffer areas shall not extend into the upland
side of the roadway. The following wetland buffers
are established: 

(b) Standard wetland buffer areas may be
modified by averaging buffer widths or a combina-
tion of averaging and reduction. Wetland buffer
width averaging shall be allowed only where the
applicant demonstrates all of the following: 

(i) Averaging will provide the necessary
biological, chemical and physical support neces-
sary to protect the wetland;

(ii) Width averaging will not adversely
impact the wetland’s functions and values; and

Wetland Category Buffer

Category I
High intensity land use 200 feet
Low intensity land use 150 feet

Category 
II

High intensity land use 150 feet
Low intensity land use 100 feet

Category 
III

High intensity land use 75 feet
Low intensity land use 50 feet

Category 
IV

High intensity land use 50 feet
Low intensity land use 25 feet
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(iii) The total area contained within the
wetland buffer after averaging is no less than that
contained within the standard buffer prior to aver-
aging. In no instance shall the buffer width be
reduced by more than 50 percent of the standard
buffer.

(c) If there is a vertical separation of more
than 25 feet between the wetland and the proposed
development, then no buffer is required; provided,
the slope of the vertical separation is greater than
45 degrees and a development setback of not less
than 25 feet is maintained at the top of the vertical
separation.

(d) Except as otherwise specified, wetland
buffer zones shall be retained in their natural con-
dition. Where buffer disturbance has occurred dur-
ing construction, revegetation with native
vegetation may be required. Wetland buffer zones
shall be vegetated with native species. Nonnative
invasive species may be controlled within the wet-
land buffer zone so long as adverse impacts to the
wetland are minimized.

(e) Permitted Uses in a Wetland Buffer
Zone. Regulated activities shall not be allowed in a
buffer zone except for the following:

(i) Activities having minimal adverse
impacts on buffers and no adverse impacts on reg-
ulated wetlands. These may include low intensity,
passive recreational, activities such as pervious
trails, nonpermanent wildlife watching blinds,
short-term scientific or educational activities, and
sports fishing or hunting.

(7) Mitigation.
(a) Except as provided in subsections (7)(f)

and (g) of this section, as a condition of any permit
allowing alteration of wetlands, the applicant will
engage in the restoration, creation, or enhancement
of wetlands in order to compensate for the impacts
resulting from the applicant’s actions. The appli-
cant shall develop a town of Cathlamet approved
mitigation plan.

For guidance on what should be contained in
a mitigation plan the applicant should consult the
interagency document titled, “Guidelines for
Developing Freshwater Wetlands Mitigation Plans
and Proposals” available from the administrator.

(b) Alteration of wetlands shall require the
creation, restoration or enhancement of wetlands to
provide equivalent or greater area, functions and
values. In order to address the risk and time lag
associated with creating, restoring or enhancing

wetlands, the administrator may require mitigation
in excess of a 1:1 ratio. In making a determination
regarding the appropriate mitigation ratio, the
administrator will be guided by the Washington
State Department of Ecology publication entitled
“Wetland Mitigation Replacement Ratios: Defin-
ing Equivalency, February, 1992.”

The following standard ratios shall apply to the
creation or restoration of wetlands:

(c) The standard replacement ratio may be
increased under the following circumstances:

(i) High degree of uncertainty as to the
probable success of the proposed restoration or cre-
ation;

(ii) Significant period of time between
destruction and replication of wetland functions;

(iii) Projected losses in functional;
and/or

(iv) Off-site compensation.
(d) The standard replacement ratio may be

decreased under the following circumstances:
(i) Findings of special studies coordi-

nated with agencies and/or other qualified individ-
uals with expertise which demonstrates that no net
loss of wetland function or value is attained under
the decreased ratio.

(ii) In all cases, a minimum acreage
replacement ratio of 1:1 shall be required.

(e) All wetland restoration, creation and/or
enhancement projects required pursuant to this
chapter either as a permit condition or as the result
of an enforcement action must receive the adminis-
trator’s written approval of the mitigation plan
prior to commencement of any wetland restoration,
creation or enhancement activity.

(f) Any Category III wetland which has an
aggregate area of less than or equal to 2,500 square
feet shall be exempt from any mitigation require-
ments.

(g) Any Category IV wetland which has an
aggregate area of less than or equal to 5,000 square
feet shall be exempt from any mitigation require-
ments. (Ord. 433 § 20, 2002)

Category I 6:1
Category II or III

Forested 3:1
Scrub-Shrub 2:1
Emergent 2:1

Category IV 1.25:1
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14.15.210 Fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas.

(1) Definition. “Fish and wildlife habitat con-
servation” means land management for maintain-
ing species in suitable habitats within their natural
geographic distribution so that isolated subpopula-
tions are not created.

(2) Classification. Fish and wildlife habitat
conservation areas shall be identified according to
the following table:

(3) Designation. Lands of the town of Cath-
lamet fulfilling the classification criteria for critical
fish and wildlife conservation areas set forth in
subsection (2) of this section are hereby designated
as such under RCW 36.70A.170.

(4) Standards.
(a) The administrator shall ensure that any

development within fish and wildlife habitat con-
servation areas, as classified in subsection (2) of
this section, shall be reviewed according to the fol-
lowing performance standards:

(i) When impacts to fish and wildlife
habitat cannot be avoided, the performance stan-
dards contained in this subsection shall be used to
develop plans submitted for regulated activities.
Critical area permits may be conditioned to reflect
the following performance standards contained in
this subsection (4).

(ii) Consider habitat in site planning and
design.

(iii) Locate buildings and structures in a
manner that preserves the habitat or minimizes
adverse impacts.

(iv) Consolidate habitat and vegetated
open space in contiguous blocks, and where possi-

Classifications
(WAC 365-190-080(5))

Description

(1) Areas with which state 
or federal designated endan-
gered, threatened, or sensi-
tive species have a primary 
association.

Areas which, if significantly 
altered, may reduce the likeli-
hood that the species will repro-
duce over the long term. 
Habitats associated with these 
species are those identified by 
Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife’s current system 
for mapping species of concern. 
These habitats are designated as 
critical areas, where endan-
gered, threatened, and sensitive 
species are verified to have a pri-
mary association.

(2) Species and habitats of 
local importance.

Habitat: All priority habitats 
occurring in the town of Cath-
lamet as identified in the current 
edition of the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life’s Priority Habitats and Spe-
cies (PHS) List.
Species: All priority species 
occurring in the town of Cath-
lamet as identified in the current 
edition of the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life’s Priority Habitats and Spe-
cies (PHS) List.

(3) Commercial and recre-
ational shell fish areas.

There is a small commercial and 
recreational crawfish fishery in 
the town of Cathlamet.

(4) Kelp and eel grass beds; 
herring and smelt spawning 
areas.

No kelp, eel grass beds, or her-
ring spawning areas are known 
to occur in the town of Cath-
lamet.
The Washington State Hydraulic 
Code guidelines (WAC Title 
232) and information from the 
Washington State Department of 
Fisheries and Wildlife are used 
to identify smelt spawning 
areas.

(5) Naturally occurring 
ponds under 20 acres and 
their submerged aquatic 
beds that provide fish or 
wildlife habitat.

Naturally occurring ponds are 
waters with a surface area of less 
than 20 acres but greater than 
one acre and manmade ponds 
developed as mitigation as part 
of a permitting process or miti-
gation agreement. Naturally 
occurring ponds do not include 
ponds deliberately created such 
as canals, detention facilities, 
wastewater treatment facilities, 
farm ponds, temporary construc-
tion ponds (of less than three 
years duration), and landscape 
amenities.

(6) Waters of the state. Waters of the state shall be those 
defined in WAC 222-16-030, 
Forest Practices Board, Defini-
tions.

(7) Lakes, ponds, streams, 
and rivers planted with 
game fish by a governmen-
tal or tribal entity.

Waters of the state which regu-
larly have game fish introduced.

(8) State natural area pre-
serves and natural resource 
conservation areas.

There are no state natural 
resource conservation areas in 
the town of Cathlamet.

Classifications
(WAC 365-190-080(5))

Description
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ble locate habitat contiguous to other habitat, open
space or landscaped areas to contribute to a contin-
uous system or corridor that provides connections
to adjacent habitat areas.

(v) Use native species in any landscap-
ing of disturbed or undeveloped areas and in any
enhancement of habitat or buffers.

(vi) Emphasize heterogeneity and struc-
tural diversity of vegetation in landscaping.

(vii) Remove and/or control any nox-
ious, or undesirable species of plants as identified
by the Wahkiakum County noxious weed control
board, but with due attention to possible negative
impacts of herbicide sprays to wetlands.

(viii) Preserve trees to the extent possi-
ble, preferably in consolidated areas.

(ix) Preserve and introduce native plant
species which serve as food, shelter from climatic
extremes and predators, and structure and cover for
reproduction and rearing of young for critical wild-
life.

(x) Preserve the natural hydraulic and
ecological functions of drainage systems.

(xi) Preserve fish and wildlife habitat
conservation areas through maintenance of stable
channels, adequate low flows, management of
stormwater runoff, erosion and sedimentation.

(xii) Manage access to fish and wildlife
habitat conservation areas to protect species which
are sensitive to human disturbance.

(xiii) Maintain or enhance water quality
through control of runoff and use of best manage-
ment practices.

(b) Habitat Management Plan – Classifica-
tion 1 Only. A habitat management plan may be
required if the regulated activity is within 250 feet
of a Classification 1 habitat area, or identified
within one thousand feet of a point location (nests,
dens, etc.) for a Classification 1 habitat area. The
habitat management plan will meet the following
criteria:

(i) The habitat management plan will be
prepared by a qualified expert.

(ii) Habitat management plans will be
sent to the Washington State Department of Fish
and Wildlife and other appropriate state and federal
agencies for comment with the SEPA checklist.

(c) Habitat Protection for Classification 2.
Protection for these habitat areas shall be through
compliance with the performance standards con-
tained in subsection (4)(a) of this section.

(d) Habitat Protection for Classifications 3
and 4. If found to occur, protection of these areas
shall be coordinated by the administrator with the
Washington State Department of Fish and Wild-
life.

(e) Habitat Protection for Classifications 5, 6
and 7. Protection for these habitat areas shall be
through the maintenance of riparian zones as
required under this chapter, the Shoreline Manage-
ment Act, the federal Clean Water Act, and the
state Hydraulic Code and/or best management
practices. Within Classification 6 – Type 1, 2, 3, 4
and 5 waters as defined in WAC 222-16-030, For-
est Practices Board, Definitions, are regulated
streams.

(f) Habitat Protection for Classification 8.
Protection for state natural areas preserves and nat-
ural resource conservation area habitat is achieved
by the Washington State Department of Natural
Resources.

(5) Riparian Zones.
(a) Riparian zones and/or development set-

back areas shall be required for all regulated activ-
ities adjacent to streams. All riparian zones/set-
backs shall be measured from the ordinary high
water mark (OHWM). The following riparian
zones/setback areas are hereby established:

(b) In any event, the required stream set back
shall terminate at any improved town road right-of-
way or dike.

(c) In locations where the vertical separation
is greater than 25 feet as measured between the
ordinary high water mark and the land to be devel-
oped, no riparian zone/setback shall be required;
provided, the slope of the vertical separation is
greater than 45 degrees and the vertical separation
consists primarily of nonvegetated exposed rock.

Stream Type
Riparian Zone

Width

Type I
High intensity land use 100 feet
Low intensity land use 50 feet

Type II
High intensity land use 100 feet
Low intensity land use 50 feet

Type III
High intensity land use 75 feet
Low intensity land use 50 feet

Type IV 
and V

High intensity land use 50 feet
Low intensity land use 25 feet
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(d) As to areas adjacent to the Columbia
River, the riparian zone/setback shall be 25 feet;
provided, the following three circumstances exist:

(i) The land consists primarily of dredge
spoils or similar degraded habitat;

(ii) The land lacks any significant woody
vegetation; and 

(iii) There are no associated wetlands
present.

(e) As to areas adjacent to Birnie Creek, the
riparian zone/setback shall be 10 feet; provided,
the following three circumstances exist:

(i) The land consists primarily of dredge
spoils or similar degraded habitat;

(ii) The land lacks any significant woody
vegetation; and

(iii) There are no associated wetlands
present.

(f) Required riparian zone widths on clearing
proposals on existing lots may be varied as fol-
lows:

(i) External Riparian Zone Averaging.
Required riparian zones can be reduced to the aver-
age shoreside building setback of existing neigh-
boring residences which are within 150 feet and
downstream. For the purpose of calculating this
average, undeveloped neighboring property shall
be considered as maintaining a setback equal to the
normally required riparian zone width. For exam-
ple, a new home proposed between an existing res-
idence located 50 feet from shore and an
undeveloped property normally subject to a 100-
foot riparian width under this chapter may then be
located as close as 75 feet from shore.

(ii) Internal Riparian Zone Averaging.
Subject to review under the standards contained in
this chapter, portions of the riparian zone can be
reduced up to 50 percent from the normal standards
of this chapter if riparian zone widths are corre-
spondingly increased elsewhere within the appli-
cant parcel, such that the overall size and function
and values of the riparian zone are maintained in
the parcel.

(iii) In no event shall the width of the
riparian zone be less than 25 feet, except in previ-
ously developed areas adjacent to Birnie Creek
where the setback may be 10 feet when the condi-
tions set forth in subsection (5)(e) of this section
exist. (Ord. 433 § 21, 2002)

Article III. Designation of 
Natural Resource Lands 

14.15.220 Agricultural lands.
(1) Designation. Areas which are identified as

agricultural land by the Wahkiakum Town of Cath-
lamet Comprehensive Plan’s existing land use map
(Town of Cathlamet Comprehensive Plan, 2002,
Figure 2-7, page 2-37) are hereby designated as
agricultural lands for purposes of RCW
36.70A.170. (Ord. 433 § 22, 2002)

14.15.230 Forest lands.
(1) Designation. Areas which are identified as

forest areas by the Town of Cathlamet Comprehen-
sive Plan’s existing land use map (Town of Cath-
lamet Comprehensive Plan, 2002, Figure 2-7, page
2-37) are hereby designated as forest lands for pur-
poses of RCW 36.70A.170. (Ord. 433 § 23, 2002)

14.15.240 Mineral resource lands.
(1) Designation. All lands within the town of

Cathlamet which have known reserves of extract-
able minerals in commercial quantities, as identi-
fied in records maintained by the State of
Washington Department of Natural Resources, are
hereby designated as mineral resource lands for
purposes of RCW 36.70A.170. (Ord. 433 § 24,
2002)
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Title 15

BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION

Chapters:
15.05 Building Numbering
15.10 Building Codes
15.15 Dangerous Buildings Code
15.20 Manufactured Home Park
15.25 Sewerage Works Design and Standard Plans for Municipal Construction
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Chapter 15.05

BUILDING NUMBERING

Sections:
15.05.010 Duty of owner.
15.05.020 Assignment of numbers.
15.05.030 Duty of street superintendent.
15.05.040 Additional street name designations.
15.05.050 Violation – Penalty.

15.05.010 Duty of owner.
It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, lessor or

occupant of every house or other building, except
barns, garages and other buildings which are part
of the same property with a numbered house or
building, to place on every such building its proper
street number either by painting or by affixing such
numbers in metal, glass, or other form, in arabic
numerals at least three inches high in colors con-
trasting with the background in such manner and
location as to be plainly visible from the public
street which serves as the principal means of access
to said house or building. The numerals shall be
conspicuously placed immediately above, on or at
the side of the door serving as the front or principal
entrance to the house or building. In the event that
numerals affixed to the house or building would
not be plainly visible from the public street, then
the numerals shall be affixed to a post at the point
where the driveway to said house or building inter-
sects with the public street serving as the principal
means of access to said house or building. Num-
bers shall be placed on such houses and buildings
within 30 days from the time said owners, agents,
lessors or occupants are notified either by mail,
publication or telephone of the assignment of num-
bers to said houses as hereinafter provided. (Ord.
293 § 1, 1981)

15.05.020 Assignment of numbers.
Numbers shall be assigned to all houses and

buildings within the corporate limits of the town of
Cathlamet based upon the following scheme:

(1) Except as may otherwise be provided for
herein, street names shall be as shown on the offi-
cial plats of the town of Cathlamet and the Athens
Addition to the town of Cathlamet as said plats
appear in the official records of the auditor of Wah-
kiakum County, Washington.

(2) The principal base or zero point shall be the
intersection of Main Street and State Route Num-
ber Four. Main Street from said intersection to the
Town Hall shall be given numbers between 1 and
99 inclusive with even numbers being assigned to
the right-hand side of the street as viewed when
proceeding south on said Main Street and odd
numbers being assigned to the opposite side of said
Main Street. The Town Hall shall be given the
number 100 Main Street. Front Street and Main
Street south of the Town Hall shall be given num-
bers between 101 and 199 inclusive.

(3) Columbia Street shall be the principal base
line in south Cathlamet and shall be numbered con-
secutively in blocks commencing with the 100
point established at the Town Hall. Columbia
Street between Spring and Maple Streets shall be
given numbers between 200 and 299 inclusive;
between Maple and Elm Streets, the numbers given
to Columbia shall be between 300 and 399 inclu-
sive; between Elm and Alder Streets, the numbers
given to Columbia shall be between 400 and 499.
The following additional numbers are hereby
assigned to Columbia Street: the line between Lots
8 and 9 of the plat of Riverview Annex shall be
established as 600 Columbia Street; the line
between Lots 14 and 15 of said Riverview Annex
shall be established as 700 Columbia Street; the
line which forms the easterly line of Lot 21 of said
Riverview Annex shall be established as 800
Columbia Street; the corporate limits at Jacobsen
Road shall be established as 900 Columbia Street.

(4) Numbers shall be assigned to Angle,
Spring, Maple, Elm, and Alder Streets assuming
the northeasterly curb line of Columbia Street to be
number 100 and assigning 100 numbers to each of
the blocks between Columbia and South Second
Street, and between South Second and South Third
Street.

(5) Numbers shall be assigned to South Second
and South Third Streets in a manner consistent
with the numbers herein assigned to Columbia
Street.

(6) Numbers shall be assigned to residences
within the corporate limits along Jacobsen Road
assuming the point where Jacobsen Road intersects
with the northerly right-of-way line of Columbia
Street to be number 100 Jacobsen Road. The fol-
lowing additional base numbers are hereby
assigned to Jacobsen Road: the point 236.30 feet
south of the southeasterly corner of Lot 1 of the
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Jacobsen Tracts Plat shall be established as 200
Jacobsen Road; the point on the northerly line of
the 15-foot alley between Lots 1 and 2 of Jacobsen
Tracts commonly known as Irving Alley, shall be
established as 300 Jacobsen Road. Numbers
between the base points established herein shall be
assigned by the street superintendent in consistent
increments based generally upon 20 numbers per
100-foot lot.

(7) Numbers shall be assigned to River and
Division Streets by the street superintendent com-
mencing with a zero base line at the intersection of
River and Main Streets and continuing in consis-
tent increments until the terminus of Division
Street which is hereby designated 100 Division
Street. Numbers assigned to the southerly side of
River and Division Streets shall be odd; numbers
assigned to the northerly side of said streets shall
be even.

(8) Numbers shall be assigned to Broadway
commencing at the intersection with Main Street
and assigning 100 numbers to said Broadway with
the terminus of said street being 100 Broadway.

(9) Numbers shall be assigned to Commercial
Street in a manner consistent with the numbers
herein assigned to Main and Front Streets.

(10) Numbers shall be assigned to the streets
within the Athens Addition Plat westerly of State
Route Four in the following manner. The point
where Second Street intersects with State Route
Four shall be established as the zero or base line for
numbering First, Second, Third, and Fourth
Streets. Each block on said First, Second, Third,
and Fourth Streets shall be assigned 100 numbers
proceeding westerly from the base line established
in this subsection. Numbers shall be assigned to
Chester, Una, Beal, and Wessely Avenues com-
mencing at First Street as the 100 point and pro-
gressing in consistent increments with 100
numbers assigned to each successive block.

(11) Numbers shall be assigned to residences
and buildings within the Warren C. Messinger
Tracts assuming the intersection of State Route
Four and Messinger Hill Drive to be the zero point
and assuming the terminus of Messinger Hill Drive
to be the 100 point. Numbers between these estab-
lished points shall be assigned by the street super-
intendent in consistent increments based generally
upon 10 numbers per platted lot in said Warren C.
Messinger Tracts.

(12) Numbers shall be assigned by the street
superintendent to those remaining portions of the
Athens Addition lying easterly of State Route Four
in a manner consistent with the other street num-
bers established under the provisions of this chap-
ter.

(13) Numbers for residences or buildings hav-
ing their principal access by way of State Route
Four shall be assigned according to the Wahkia-
kum County uniform addressing system. (Ord. 293
§ 2, 1981)

15.05.030 Duty of street superintendent.
It shall be the duty of the street superintendent,

or such other person as the mayor shall appoint, to
assign numbers, according to the scheme of num-
bering hereinbefore provided, to every house or
other building in the town of Cathlamet, and to
report the numbers assigned to the regular meeting
of the town council next following the effective
date of this chapter. The council shall at once con-
sider such report, and accept and by resolution
approve the same with such revision and amend-
ments as it may deem necessary. A copy of the
report as approved shall be filed with the town
clerk. It shall be the duty of the town clerk at once
to notify the owners, agents, lessors or occupants
of such houses or buildings, either by mail, publi-
cation or telephone, of the numbers so assigned.
Whenever any house or other building is to be
erected within the town of Cathlamet hereafter, a
number shall be assigned by the street superinten-
dent at the time the building permit is granted
therefor. (Ord. 293 § 3, 1981)

15.05.040 Additional street name 
designations.

(1) The following streets, alleys, and roads
shall hereafter be referred to by the names herein-
after set forth:

(a) That certain unnamed 30-foot alley
extending between Blocks “G” and “I” of the plat
of the town of Cathlamet is hereby designated But-
ler Street.

(b) That certain unnamed 40-foot alley or
road the northerly boundary of which lies 236.30
feet south of the southeasterly corner of Lot 1 of
Jacobsen Tracts is hereby designated Douglas
Street.
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(c) That certain unnamed 15-foot alley ex-
tending between Lots 1 and 2 and Lots 7 and 8 of
Jacobsen Tracts is hereby designated Irving Street.

(d) That portion of Third Street as shown on
the plat of Athens Addition now lying easterly
of State Route Four is hereby designated Mattie
Street.

(e) That remaining portion of Mattie Street
as originally shown on the plat of Athens Addition
is hereby designated Greenwood Drive.

(2) The assignment of a street name hereunder
shall in no way be construed or interpreted as
changing the status of an alley or private way with
regard to the town’s duties or responsibilities relat-
ing thereto. The designation of a new name here-
under is for the sole purpose of facilitating the
creation of a uniform addressing system within the
town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 293 § 4, 1981)

Violation – Penalty.
It shall be unlawful for the owner of any house

or building to fail to number his house or building
in accordance with the addressing system adopted
by or pursuant to this chapter, and if he fails to do
so, after 10 days written notice sent to him through
the mail, to his last known address, he shall be sub-
ject to a fine of not less than $25.00 or more than
$100.00. (Ord. 293 § 5, 1981)

Chapter 15.10

BUILDING CODES

Sections:
Adopted.
Building permits issued on or after
June 11, 1986 – Revised Washington
State Building Code – Applicability –
Contents.
Energy code adopted.
Copies on file.
Enforcement and administration
authority.
Enforcement intent.
Violation – Penalty.
Further violations separate offenses –
Revocation or suspension of permit.
Continued violations – Penalty.
Continued violations – Abatement
actions additional to other remedies.
International Building Code – Chapter
9 adopted – Section 903.2.11
amended.
International Residential Code – Fire
sprinkler requirements adopted.

Adopted.
(1) There shall be in effect within the corporate

limits of the town of Cathlamet the Washington
State Building Code which shall consist of the fol-
lowing codes which are hereby adopted by refer-
ence:

(a) The 2015 International Building Code
published by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments;

(b) The 2015 International Residential Code
published by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments;

(c) The 2015 International Mechanical Code
published by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments, including the
2015 International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 National
Fuel Gas Code, and 2014 Liquefied Petroleum Gas
Code under the state amendment;

(d) The 2015 International Fire Code pub-
lished by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments; provided,
that notwithstanding any wording in said code,
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participants in religious ceremonies shall not be
precluded from carrying hand-held candles;

(e) The 2015 Uniform Plumbing Code, pub-
lished by the International Association of Plumb-
ing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) with
Washington State amendments;

(f) The 2015 International Existing Building
Code published by the International Code Council
(ICC) with Washington State amendments; and

(g) The rules and regulations establishing
standards for making buildings and facilities ac-
cessible to and usable by the physically handi-
capped or elderly persons as provided in RCW
70.92.100 through 70.92.170.

(2) In case of conflict among the codes enu-
merated in subsections (1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(c), (1)(d),
(1)(e), (1)(f) and (1)(g) of this section, the first
named code shall govern over those following.
(Ord. 597 § 1, 2017)

Building permits issued on or after
June 11, 1986 – Revised Washington
State Building Code –
Applicability – Contents.

(1) With respect to buildings for which a build-
ing permit was issued on or after June 11, 1986,
the revised Washington State Building Code shall
be in effect within the corporate limits of the town
of Cathlamet. Said building code shall consist of
the following codes which are hereby adopted by
reference:

(a) The 2015 International Building Code
published by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments.

(b) The 2015 International Mechanical Code
published by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments with the fol-
lowing exception: In the case of conflict between
the duct insulation requirements of Section 1005
of said Uniform Mechanical Code and the duct
insulation requirements of Chapter 51-11 WAC
(Washington State Energy Code), or where applic-
able, the town of Cathlamet’s energy code as set
forth in CMC 15.10.030, the provisions of such
energy codes shall govern.

(c) The 2015 International Fire Code pub-
lished by the International Code Council (ICC)
with Washington State amendments; provided,
however, notwithstanding any wording in said

code, participants in religious ceremonies shall not
be precluded from carrying hand-held candles.

(d) The 2015 Uniform Plumbing Code, pub-
lished by the International Association of Plumb-
ing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) with
Washington State amendments.

(e) The 2015 International Existing Building
Code published by the International Code Council
(ICC) with Washington State amendments.

(f) The rules and regulations establishing
standards for making buildings and facilities ac-
cessible to and usable by the physically handi-
capped or elderly persons as provided in RCW
70.92.100 through 70.92.170.

(2) In case of conflict among the codes enu-
merated in subsections (1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(c), (1)(d),
(1)(e) and (1)(f) of this section, the first named
code shall govern over those following. (Ord. 597
§ 2, 2017)

Energy code adopted.
There shall be in effect within the corporate lim-

its of the town of Cathlamet an energy code as fol-
lows: the currently adopted Washington State En-
ergy Code as set forth in Chapters 51-11C (Com-
mercial) and 51-11R (Residential) WAC, and Ap-
pendix Chapters A, B and C, which code is hereby
adopted by reference. (Ord. 597 § 3, 2017)

Copies on file.
Prior to the final adoption of this chapter, not

less than one copy of each of the codes adopted
by reference in CMC 15.10.010, 15.10.020 and
15.10.030 shall be filed in the office of the town
clerk as required by RCW 35.21.180. The codes
so filed shall be available for use and examination
by the public. (Ord. 334 § 4, 1987; Ord. 329 § 4,
1986)

Enforcement and administration
authority.

The public works superintendent of the town
of Cathlamet, or his designee, is hereby appointed
and designated as the official responsible for the
enforcement and administration of this chapter;
provided, however, that the fire marshal shall be
responsible for the enforcement of the provisions
of the 2015 International Fire Code published by
the International Code Council (ICC) with Wash-
ington State amendments pursuant to the powers
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and duties vested in him by CMC 2.70.070. (Ord.
597 § 4, 2017)

Enforcement intent.
Enforcement of this chapter shall not be con-

strued for the particular benefit of any individual
person or group of persons, other than the general
public. Nothing in this chapter or the codes
adopted by reference herein shall be construed to
impose any legal duty, directly or indirectly, upon
the town of Cathlamet or any of its officials, em-
ployees, firefighters, or contractors, to protect the
individual persons or property in individual cir-
cumstances. In the event of a conflict between the
intent of this section and any other section or sub-
section of this chapter, this section shall govern in-
sofar as applicable. (Ord. 334 § 6, 1987; Ord. 329
§ 6, 1986)

Violation – Penalty.
Any person, firm, or corporation violating any

of the provisions of this chapter, including the pro-
visions of any code adopted by reference herein, or
failing to comply therewith, or violating or failing
to comply with any order issued or made pursuant
to its provisions, shall severally and for each and
every violation and noncompliance respectively,
be guilty of a misdemeanor. Any person so con-
victed shall be punished for each offense by a fine
of not more than $500.00 or by imprisonment for
not more than 90 days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment. (Ord. 334 § 7, 1987; Ord. 329 § 7,
1986)

Further violations separate
offenses – Revocation or suspension
of permit.

The imposition of one penalty for any violation
of this chapter shall not excuse the violation or
permit it to continue. Any person, firm or corpora-
tion shall be required to correct such violations or
defects. Each week after notice of violation to such
person, firm, or corporation shall constitute a sep-
arate offense unless time for correction is other-
wise expressly extended in writing by the official
enforcing this chapter; provided, that where such
official has ordered any work, occupancy, or con-
dition stopped or corrected immediately, or, has re-
voked or suspended any permit or certificate, each
and every day that such work, occupancy, or con-

dition continues or is permitted to continue shall
constitute a separate offense. (Ord. 334 § 8, 1987;
Ord. 329 § 8, 1986)

Continued violations – Penalty.
The owner, lessee, or tenant of any building,

structure, premises, or part thereof, or any em-
ployee, agent or other person, who commits, au-
thorizes, participates in, assists in, or who main-
tains after notice, a violation of this chapter may
be found guilty of a separate offense and be pun-
ished as provided in CMC 15.10.070. (Ord. 334
§ 9, 1987; Ord. 329 § 9, 1986)

Continued violations – Abatement
actions additional to other remedies.

In addition to any criminal proceedings brought
to enforce this chapter, and in addition to any fine
or imprisonment provided for herein, continuing
violations of this chapter may be enjoined or or-
dered abated in a civil proceeding for injunction
or for abatement commenced in the Superior Court
for Wahkiakum County. For purposes of abate-
ment actions, such violations are hereby declared
to be public nuisances. Any person, firm, or cor-
poration violating the provisions of this chapter
shall be liable for all costs of such proceedings, in-
cluding reasonable attorneys’ fees and expenses of
abatement. The provisions of this section are in ad-
dition to any other remedies available at law or eq-
uity. (Ord. 334 § 10, 1987; Ord. 329 § 10, 1986)

International Building Code –
Chapter 9 adopted – Section
903.2.11 amended.

(1) Chapter 9 of the 2015 International Build-
ing Code is hereby adopted.

(2) Chapter 9, Section 903.2.11, of the Interna-
tional Building Code as adopted by this chapter is
amended to read as follows:

902.2.11 Specific building areas and haz-
ards. In all occupancies other than Group
U, an automatic sprinkler system shall be
installed for building design or hazards in
the locations set forth in Sections
903.2.11.1 through 903.2.11.7.
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(3) Chapter 9, Section 903.2.11.3, of the Inter-
national Building Code as adopted by this chapter
is amended to read as follows:

903.2.11.3 Buildings 24 feet or more in
height. An automatic sprinkler system shall
be installed throughout buildings that have
one or more stories with an occupant load
of 30 or more located 24 feet (7 315 mm) or
more above the lowest level of fire depart-
ment vehicle access, measured to the fin-
ished floor.

Exceptions:

1. Open parking structures.

2. Occupancies in Group F-2.

(4) Chapter 9, Section 903.2.11, of the Interna-
tional Building Code as adopted by this chapter is
amended to add the following section:

903.2.11.7 An automatic sprinkler system
shall be installed in new construction, in
every story or basement of all commercial
buildings and each building constructed by,
or financed in whole or in part by a munic-
ipal corporation, or other governmental en-
tity, including but not limited to a Housing
Authority, County, Town, Utility District, Port
District, or School District, where the floor
area exceeds 1,500 square feet.

(Ord. 597 § 5, 2017)

International Residential Code –
Fire sprinkler requirements
adopted.

Fire sprinklers shall be required as follows:
Chapter 3, Section R313, of the International

Residential Code as adopted by this chapter is
amended to read as follows:

R313.1 Townhouse automatic fire sprinkler
systems. An automatic residential fire sprin-
kler system shall be installed in town-
houses.

R313.1.1 Design and installation. Auto-
matic residential fire sprinkler systems for
townhouses shall be designed and installed
in accordance with Appendix V.

R313.2 One- and two-family dwellings au-
tomatic fire systems. An automatic residen-
tial fire sprinkler system shall be installed
in one-family dwellings over 2,500 square
feet, including the area of attached
garages, and in two-family dwellings of any
size.

R313.2.1 Design and installation. Auto-
matic residential fire sprinkler systems shall
be designed and installed in accordance
with Appendix V.

R313.3 Alterations, repairs and additions.
Where alterations, repairs or additions re-
quiring a permit occur in existing dwellings,
an automatic residential fire sprinkler sys-
tem shall be installed in accordance with
Appendix V under the following conditions:

1. When an addition is made and the size of
the addition exceeds 1,000 square feet;

2. When an addition is made and the size
of the addition plus the existing building ex-
ceeds 2,500 square feet;

3. When the value of a structural alteration
or repair of an existing building exceeds
25% of the assessed valuation of the ex-
isting building or exceeds 25% of the rec-
ognized replacement cost of the structure,
without consideration of depreciation, as
determined under the Marshall Valuation
Service Cost Handbook.

In cases falling under 1, 2 or 3 above, sprin-
klers shall be installed on the entire floor
to which an addition, alteration or repair is
made, and to each floor or basement below
the addition, alteration or repair.

(Ord. 597 § 6, 2017)
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Chapter 15.15

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS CODE

Sections:
15.15.010 Uniform Code for the Abatement of 

Dangerous Buildings adopted by 
reference.

15.15.020 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
102(a) amended – Purpose.

15.15.030 Designated building official.
15.15.040 Dangerous buildings code – Section 

201(c) amended – Inspections.
15.15.050 Dangerous buildings code – Section 

203 amended – Violations.
15.15.060 Dangerous buildings code – Section 

302 amended – Securing against 
unauthorized entry.

15.15.070 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
403 amended – Standards to be 
followed.

15.15.080 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
801(a) amended – Demolition 
procedure.

15.15.090 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
901 amended – Expense account.

15.15.100 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
909 amended – Certified copies.

15.15.110 Dangerous buildings code – Chapter 10 
added – Emergency procedure.

15.15.120 Dangerous buildings code amended – 
Authority to abate.

15.15.130 Dangerous buildings code amended – 
Minimum standards for vacant 
buildings.

15.15.010 Uniform Code for the Abatement of 
Dangerous Buildings adopted by 
reference.

There is adopted by the town that certain code
known as the Uniform Code for the Abatement of
Dangerous Buildings, the 1991 Edition thereof and
the whole thereof, save and except such portions as
are hereinafter deleted, modified or amended in
this chapter. (Ord. 352 § 1, 1993)

15.15.020 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
102(a) amended – Purpose.

Section 102(a) of the Uniform Code for the
Abatement of Dangerous Buildings is amended by
deleting:

It is the purpose of this Code to provide a just,
equitable and practicable method, to be cumu-

lative with and in addition to, any other remedy
provided by the Building Code, Housing Code
or otherwise available at law, whereby build-
ings or structures which from any cause endan-
ger the life, limb, health, morals, property,
safety or welfare of the general public or their
occupants may be required to be repaired, va-
cated or demolished.

and inserting in its place:

It is expressly the purpose of this Code to pro-
vide for and promote the health, safety and wel-
fare of the general public, and not to create or
otherwise establish or designate any particular
class or group of persons who will or should be
especially protected or benefited by the terms
of this Code.

It is the specific intent of this Code to place the
obligation of complying with its requirements
upon any person owning, operating or control-
ling any building or structure within its scope
and no provision nor any term used in this Code
is intended to impose any duty whatsoever
upon the Town or any of its officers or employ-
ees, for whom the implementation or enforce-
ment of this Code shall be discretionary and not
mandatory.

Nothing contained in this Code is intended to be
nor shall be construed to create or form the ba-
sis for any liability on the part of the Town, or its
officers, employees or agents, for any injury or
damage resulting from the failure of a building
to comply with the provisions of this Code, or by
reason or in consequence of any inspection,
notice, order, certificate, permission or approv-
al authorized or issued or done in connection
with the implementation or enforcement of this
Code, or by reason of any action or inaction on
the part of the Town related in any manner to
the enforcement of this Code by its officers, em-
ployees or agents.

Notwithstanding any language used in this
Code, it is not the intent of this Code to create
a duty and/or cause of action running to any in-
dividual or identifiable person but rather any
duty is intended to run only to the general pub-
lic. 

(Ord. 352 § 2, 1993)

15.15.030 Designated building official.
The designated building official for the town of

Cathlamet shall be the public works director. (Ord.
352 § 3, 1993)
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15.15.040 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
201(c) amended – Inspections.

Chapter 2, Section 201(c) is hereby amended to
read as follows:

When it is necessary to make an inspection to
enforce the provisions of this Code, or when the
building official or, the building official’s autho-
rized representative has reasonable cause to
believe that there exists in a building or upon a
premises a condition which is contrary to or in
violation of this code which makes the building
or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous,
the building official may enter the building or
premises at reasonable times to inspect or to
perform the duties imposed by this Code; pro-
vided, that if such building or premises be occu-
pied that credentials be presented to the
occupant and entry requested. If such building
or premises be unoccupied, the building official
shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the
owner or other persons having charge or con-
trol of the building or premises and request en-
try. If such entry is refused, the building official
or his authorized representative shall have re-
course to every remedy provided by law to se-
cure entry, including a warrant to enter and
inspect the premises.

(Ord. 352 § 4, 1993)

15.15.050 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
203 amended – Violations.

Section 203 of the Uniform Code for the Abate-
ment of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, as
adopted by reference in CMC 15.15.010 is hereby
amended to read in its entirety as follows:

Section 203. It shall be unlawful for any person,
firm or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge,
alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert or
demolish, equip, use, occupy or maintain any
building or structure or cause or permit the
same to be in violation of this Code.

Any person, firm, corporation violating any pro-
vision of this Code shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprison-
ment in jail not to exceed ninety (90) days, or
both fine and imprisonment. Each separate day
or any portion thereof, during which any viola-
tion of this Code occurs or continues, shall be
deemed to constitute a separate offense and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be punishable as
herein provided. The issuance or granting of a
permit or approval of plans and specifications

shall not be deemed or construed to be a permit
for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the
provisions of this Code. No permit presuming to
give authority to violate or cancel the provisions
of this Code shall be valid, except insofar as the
work or use which it authorized is lawful. 

(Ord. 352 § 5, 1993)

15.15.060 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
302 amended – Securing against 
unauthorized entry.

Section 302 of the Uniform Code for the Abate-
ment of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, is
amended by adding this additional section:

For the purpose of this Code, the power to or-
der abatement by repairing, rehabilitation, dem-
olition or removal shall include the power to
order a dangerous building which is vacant or
for which an order of vacation is in effect se-
cured against unauthorized entry.

Section 302 of the code is further amended by
adding the following new section:

18) Whenever any building or structure built for
any purpose and in any condition has become
a site for the regular sale of illegal drugs or the
regular use of illegal drugs.

(Ord. 352 § 6, 1993)

15.15.070 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
403 amended – Standards to be 
followed.

Section 403 of the Uniform Code for the Abate-
ment of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, as
amended by deleting:

Repair, Vacation and Demolition. The following
standards shall be followed by the Building Of-
ficial (and by the Board of Appeals if an appeal
is taken) in ordering the repair, vacation or
demolition of any dangerous building or struc-
ture:

1. Any building declared a dangerous building
under this chapter shall either be repaired in ac-
cordance with the current Building Code or
shall be demolished at the option of the building
owner.

2. If the building or structure is in such condition
as to make it immediately dangerous to the life,
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limb, property or safety of the public or its occu-
pants, it shall be ordered to be vacated.

and inserting in its place:

403 – Standards To Be Followed. The following
standards shall be followed by the Building Of-
ficial (the Town Council if a demolition resolu-
tion and by the Board of Appeals if an appeal is
taken) in ordering the repair, vacation, or dem-
olition of any dangerous building or structure:

1. Any building declared a dangerous building
shall either be repaired in accordance with the
current Building Code or shall be demolished at
the option of the building owner.

2. If the building or structure is in such condition
as to make it immediately dangerous to life,
limb, property or safety of the public or its occu-
pants, it shall be ordered vacated; a vacated
building may be required to be secured against
unauthorized entry.

(Ord. 352 § 7, 1993)

15.15.080 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
801(a) amended – Demolition 
procedure.

Section 801(a) of the Uniform Code for the
Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition,
is amended by deleting:

Procedure. When any work of repair or demoli-
tion is to be done pursuant to Section 701(c)3
of this Code, the Building Official shall issue his
order therefor to the Director of Public Works
and the work shall be accomplished by person-
nel of this jurisdiction or by private contract un-
der the direction of said Director. Plans and
specifications therefor may be prepared by said
Director, or he may employ such architectural
and engineering assistance on a contract basis
as he may deem reasonably necessary. If any
part of the work is to be accomplished by pri-
vate contract, standard public works contractu-
al procedures shall be followed.

and inserting in its place:

Procedure. When any work of repair, securing
or demolition is to be done pursuant to Section
701(c)3 of this Code, the Building Official shall
order the work to be accomplished by the Town
personnel or by private contract under the di-
rection of said Building Official. Plans and spec-
ifications therefor may be prepared by said
Building Official or he may employ such archi-

tectural and engineering assistance on a con-
tract basis as he may deem reasonably
necessary.

(Ord. 352 § 8, 1993)

15.15.090 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
901 amended – Expense account.

Section 901 of the Uniform Building Code for
the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edi-
tion, is amended by deleting:

Section 901. The Director of Public Works shall
keep an itemized account of the expense in-
curred by the Town in the repair or demolition of
any building done pursuant to the provision of
Section 701(c)3 of this Code. Upon completion
of the work of repair or demolition, said Director
shall prepare and file with the Town Clerk a re-
port specifying the work done, the itemized and
total cost of work, a description of the real prop-
erty upon which the building or structure is or
was located, and the names and addressees of
the persons, entitled to notice pursuant to sub-
section (c) of Section 401.

and inserting in its place:

Section 901. The Building Official shall keep an
itemized account of the expense incurred by
this jurisdiction in the repair or demolition of any
building done pursuant to the provisions of Sec-
tion 701(c)3 of this Code. Upon the completion
of the work of repair or demolition, said Building
Official shall prepare and file with the Clerk of
this jurisdiction a report specifying the work
done, the itemized and total cost of the work, a
description of the real property upon which the
building or structure is or was located, and the
names and addresses of the persons entitled to
notice pursuant to subsection (c) of Section
401.

(Ord. 352 § 9, 1993)

15.15.100 Dangerous buildings code – Section 
909 amended – Certified copies.

Section 909 of the Uniform Code for the Abate-
ment of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, is
amended by deleting:

After confirmation of the report, certified copies
of the assessment shall be given to the Asses-
sor and the Tax Collector for this jurisdiction,
who shall add the amount of the assessment to
the next regular tax bill levied against the parcel
for municipal purposes.
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and inserting in its place:

909. After confirmation of the report, certified
copies of the assessment shall be given to the
County and the Town Tax Collector, who shall
include the amount of the assessment in the
general taxes. 

(Ord. 352 § 10, 1993)

15.15.110 Dangerous buildings code – 
Chapter 10 added – Emergency 
procedure.

Chapter 10 of the Uniform Code for the Abate-
ment of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, which
was added to read:

Chapter 10: Emergency Procedure.

Town Council Action. In cases where it reason-
ably appears that there is immediate danger to
the life or safety of any person unless a danger-
ous building is immediately repaired, secured,
vacated or demolished, the Building Official
shall report the facts to the Town Council of the
Town of Cathlamet and the Town Council may
cause a resolution to be passed authorizing the
Building Official to affect the immediate repair,
securing, vacation or demolition of such dan-
gerous buildings shall be collected in the same
manner as provided in Chapter 9.

is hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 10: Emergency Procedure.

Town Council Action. Notwithstanding any oth-
er provisions of this code, in cases where it rea-
sonably appears that there is immediate
danger to the life or safety of any person or
property unless a dangerous building is imme-
diately repaired, secured, vacated or demol-
ished, the Building Official shall report the facts
to the Town Council of the Town of Cathlamet
and the Town Council may cause a resolution
to be passed authorizing the Building Official to
effect the immediate repair, securing, vacation
or demolition of the dangerous building. The
costs of the emergency repair, securing, vaca-
tion, or demolition of such dangerous buildings
shall be collected in the same manner as pro-
vided in Chapter 9. 

(Ord. 352 § 11, 1993)

15.15.120 Dangerous buildings code amended 
– Authority to abate.

The Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dan-
gerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, is amended by the
addition of the following section:

Authority to Abate.

a) Any violation of the Code is hereby declared
to be a nuisance.

b) Where a nuisance exists, the Town Attorney
on behalf of the Town is authorized to institute
injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate ac-
tion or proceeding to prevent the violation of
this Code.

c) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), the Town At-
torney is authorized to apply to any court of
competent jurisdiction for and such court, upon
hearing and for cause shown, may grant a tem-
porary or permanent injunction restraining any
person, firm and/or corporation from violating
any provision of this Code and compelling com-
pliance herewith. The cost of such action shall
be taxed against the violator.

d) A conviction of any person, firm or corpora-
tion for violating this Code shall not impede the
authority granted in this section to the Town At-
torney or Town. 

(Ord. 352 § 12, 1993)

15.15.130 Dangerous buildings code amended 
– Minimum standards for vacant 
buildings.

Chapter 3 of the Uniform Code for the Abate-
ment of Dangerous Buildings, 1991 Edition, which
code was adopted by reference in CMC 15.15.010,
is hereby amended by the following addition:

Minimum Standards for Vacant Buildings.

A. Definition.

“Vacant building” means a building that is unoc-
cupied and is not used as a place of residence
or business. At the discretion of the Building Of-
ficial, a portion of a vacant building may be oc-
cupied if the occupied portion meet the
standards specified in this Code and the vacant
and closed portion complies with the minimum
maintenance standards for vacant buildings
specified in this section.
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B. Public Nuisance – Dangerous Buildings.

Any vacant building which is not maintained in
compliance with the minimum standards for va-
cant buildings imposed by this Section or such
more stringent standards imposed by the Build-
ing Official is a dangerous building and as such,
is deemed and hereby declared to be a public
nuisance which the Building Official is autho-
rized to summarily abate in accordance with the
abatement provisions for dangerous buildings
found in this code.

C. Maintenance Standards.

Every vacant building shall conform to the stan-
dards of this section except when more strin-
gent standards are imposed by the Building
Official.

1. Sanitary Facilities.

a. All plumbing fixtures connected to an ap-
proved water system, an approved sewage
system, or an approved natural gas utility sys-
tem shall be installed in accordance with appli-
cable codes and be maintained in sound
condition and good repair.

b. All plumbing fixtures connected to an ap-
proved system, sewage system, or approved
natural gas utility system, not installed or main-
tained in compliance with this code and other
applicable codes and ordinances shall be re-
moved and the service terminated in the man-
ner prescribed by current codes and
ordinances.

c. All plumbing fixtures not connected to an ap-
proved water system, an approved sewage
system, or an approved natural gas utility sys-
tem shall either be connected to an approved
system or the fixtures shall be removed and the
pipes capped in accordance with this code and
other applicable codes and ordinances.

2. Electrical System.

a. Every existing outlet and fixture shall be
properly connected, and wiring and service
lines shall be installed and maintained in accor-
dance with this code and other applicable
codes and ordinances.

b. Outlets and fixtures not installed or main-
tained in accordance with applicable codes and
ordinances shall be removed and the services
terminated in the manner prescribed by law.

3. Safety from Fire.

a. No vacant building or premises shall contain
any space to be used for the storage of flamma-
ble liquids.

b. No room in any vacant building nor any pre-
mises shall be used for storage of materials
which would constitute a safety or fire hazard.

c. Heating facilities or heating equipment in va-
cant buildings shall be removed or maintained
in accordance with applicable codes and ordi-
nances and any fuel supply shall be removed or
terminated in accordance with applicable codes
and ordinances.

4. All Vacant Buildings Shall be Closed to Un-
authorized Entry According to the Following
Standards.

a. All windows or glazed openings shall be pro-
tected by intact glazing. All windows or glazed
openings, the sills of which are located ten (10)
feet or less above grade, stairway, landing,
ramp, porch, roof, or other similarly accessible
area, shall provide resistance to entry equiva-
lent to or greater than that of a solid sheet of
one quarter (1/4) inch plywood, painted to pro-
tect it from the elements, cut to fit the opening,
and securely nailed using 6D galvanized nails
spaced not more than nine (9) inches on center.

b. Doors and service openings with thresholds
located ten (10) feet or less above grade, a
stairway, landing, ramp, porch, roof or similarly
accessible areas shall provide resistance to en-
try equivalent to or greater than that of a closed
single panel or hollow core door one and three
eighths (1-3/8) inches thick equipped with a one
half inch throw dead bolt. Exterior doors, if
openable, may be closed from the interior of the
building by toe nailing them to the door frame
using 10D or larger galvanized nails.

c. There shall be one operable door into each
building and into each housing unit. If an exist-
ing door is operable, it may be used and se-
cured with a suitable lock such as a hasp and
padlock or a one half (1/2) inch deadbolt or
dead latch. All locks shall be kept locked. When
a door cannot be made operable, a door shall
be constructed of three quarter (3/4) inch CDX
plywood and shall be equipped with a lock as
described above.

d. All debris, combustible materials, litter and
garbage shall be removed from vacant build-
ings that have been closed to unauthorized en-
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try and from adjoining yard areas. After being
closed to unauthorized entry, the building and
premises shall be maintained free from such
items.

D. Occupying or Renting Vacant Buildings.

After notice of violation, order or emergency or-
der is issued in accordance with the provisions
of this code, no one shall use, occupy, rent,
cause, suffer, or allow any person to use or oc-
cupy or rent any vacant building that has been
vacated, after issuance of a notice of violation,
order or emergency order, unless written ap-
proval from the Building Official has been ob-
tained.

(Ord. 352 § 13, 1993)

Chapter 15.20

MANUFACTURED HOME PARKS

Sections:
15.20.010 Definitions.
15.20.020 License.
15.20.030 License – Fees.
15.20.040 License – Application.
15.20.050 Location.
15.20.060 Manufactured home park plan.
15.20.070 Service buildings and recreational 

areas.
15.20.080 Sewage and refuse disposal.
15.20.090 Fire protection.
15.20.100 Animals and pets.
15.20.110 Operation, maintenance and repair.
15.20.120 Revocation of license.
15.20.130 Posting of license.
15.20.140 Temporary location of mobile homes.
15.20.150 Mobile homes previously located.
15.20.160 Storage.
15.20.170 Violation – Penalty.
15.20.180 Violation.

15.20.010 Definitions.
As used in this chapter:
(1) “Licensee” means any person licensed to

operate and maintain a manufactured home park
under provisions of this chapter.

(2) “Mobile home” means any vehicle or simi-
lar portable structure used or designated to be used
for occupancy for living or sleeping purposes, and
placed on or so constructed as to be capable of
being placed on wheels or other running gear so
that it may be readily moved from place to place,
and includes, “house trailer,” “trailer coach,”
“mobile home” and similar terms, including a sin-
gle-family dwelling on one or more chassis for
towing to the point of use and designed to be used
as a dwelling unit, constructed before June 15,
1976.

(3) “Manufactured home” means a single-fam-
ily dwelling on one or more chassis for towing to
the point of use, designed to be used as a dwelling
unit and which bears an insignia issued by state or
federal regulatory agency indicating that the man-
ufactured home complies with all applicable con-
struction standards of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development definition of
manufactured home.
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(4) “Factory-built housing” a single-family
dwelling constructed in a factory of factory assem-
bled parts and transported to the building site in
whole or in units which meets the State Building
Code. The completed structure is not a mobile nor
a manufactured home. This definition includes pre-
fabricated, panelized, and modular units shipped
either pre-assembled or assembled at the site.

(5) “Manufactured home park” means any plot
of ground upon which two or more manufactured
homes, occupied for dwelling or sleeping pur-
poses, are located regardless of whether or not a
charge is made for such accommodations.

(6) “Manufactured home space” means a plot
of ground within a manufactured home park
designed for the accommodation of one manufac-
tured home.

(7) “Park” means manufactured home park.
(8) “Permittee” means any person to whom a

temporary permit is issued to maintain or operate a
manufactured home park under the provisions of
this chapter.

(9) “Person” means any natural individual,
firm, trust, partnership, association or corporation.

(10) “State board” means the State Board of
Health of the state of Washington, or such other
public agency as may now, or hereafter be, vested
with the power and authority to regulate health and
sanitation.

(11) “Recreational areas” means those build-
ings, structures, and outdoor areas provided for
park residents for recreational purposes. (Ord. 373
§ 1, 1996)

15.20.020 License.
It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain

and operate a manufactured home park within the
corporate limits of the town of Cathlamet, unless
such person shall first obtain a license therefor.
(Ord. 373 § 2, 1996)

15.20.030 License – Fees.
(1) The annual license fee for each manufac-

tured home park shall be $100.00 plus $10.00 per
unit. This fee shall be in addition to any required
business license fees.

(2) The fee for transfer of a license shall be
$50.00. (Ord. 373 § 3, 1996)

15.20.040 License – Application.
(1) Application for initial manufactured home

park license shall be filed with the town council.
The application shall be written, signed by the
applicant and shall include the following:

(a) Name and address of the applicant;
(b) The location and legal description of the

manufactured home park;
(c) A complete plan of the park in confor-

mity with the requirements of CMC 15.20.060;
(d) Plans and specifications of all buildings,

improvements and facilities constructed or to be
constructed, within the manufactured home park;

(e) Such other and further information as
may be required by the town council to enable it to
determine if the proposed park will comply with
legal requirements. The application and all accom-
panying plans and specifications shall be filed in
triplicate. The town council shall inspect the appli-
cation and proposed plans and specifications. If the
proposed manufactured home park will, when con-
structed or altered in accordance with such plans
and specifications, be in compliance with all provi-
sions of this chapter and all other ordinances and
statutes, the town council shall approve the appli-
cation, and upon completion of the park according
to the plans, shall issue the license.

(2) Application for Renewal License. Upon
application in writing by a licensee for renewal of
a license, and upon payment of the annual license
fee, the town clerk shall issue a certificate renew-
ing such license for another year.

(3) Application for Transfer of License. Upon
application in writing for transfer of a license and
payment of the transfer fee, the town council shall
cause to be issued a transfer. (Ord. 373 § 4, 1996)

15.20.050 Location.
Manufactured home parks may be located

within the corporate limits of the town on any tract
zoned for manufactured home parks and contain-
ing not less than 200,000 square fee of continuous
area belonging to the applicant. Where any bound-
ary of a manufactured home park abuts directly
upon property which is improved with a permanent
residential building within 25 feet of such bound-
ary, or directly abuts unimproved property which
may be used for residential construction, a fence,
wall or hedge shall be provided along such bound-
ary. (Ord. 373 § 5, 1996)
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15.20.060 Manufactured home park plan.
The manufactured home park plan shall con-

form to the following requirements:
(1) The park shall be located on a well-drained

site, properly graded to insure rapid drainage and
free from stagnant pools of water.

(2) Each park shall have a minimum space of
200,000 square feet and shall provide manufac-
tured home spaces, each of which shall be clearly
defined or delineated. Each space shall have an
area of not less than 3,500 square feet and a width
of not less than 50 feet.

(3) Manufactured homes located within the
park must meet the following minimum standards:

(a) Is comprised of at least two fully
enclosed parallel sections;

(b) Shall not be more than one story nor
exceed 15 feet in height;

(c) Shall have no less than 1,000 square feet
of indoor living space;

(d) Was originally constructed with and now
has a composition or wood shake or shingle, coated
metal or similar roof of not less than 3:12 pitch;

(e) Has exterior siding similar in appearance
to siding materials commonly used on conven-
tional, site-built, state Uniform Building Code sin-
gle-family dwellings; and

(f) The manufactured home shall be placed
on a foundation and enclosed at the perimeter such
that the manufactured home is not more than 12
inches above grade. The perimeter of the founda-
tion shall be skirted within 14 days of entry to the
park, enclosing the underneath space of the manu-
factured home; such skirting to be constructed of
noncombustible material which shall not be left
unfinished.

(4) Manufactured homes shall be so located on
each space that there shall be at least a 15 foot
clearance between manufactured homes; provided,
however, that with respect to manufactured homes
parked end-to-end, the end-to-end clearance may
be less than 15 feet but shall not be less than 10
feet. No manufactured home shall be located closer
than 10 feet to any building within the park or to
any property line of the park which does not abut
upon a public street or highway. No manufactured
home shall be located closer than 25 feet to any
property line of the park abutting upon a public
street or highway.

(5) All manufactured home spaces shall abut
upon a driveway of not less than 20 feet in width,
which shall have unobstructed access to a public
street, alley or highway.

(6) There shall be provided on each manufac-
tured home site a concrete or bituminous asphalt
patio a minimum of three inches thick of at least
160 square feet in area. The minimum width of
such patio shall be six feet.

(7) The side yard on the side opposite the patio
area of a manufactured home shall be five feet min-
imum for the purpose of service, maintenance, and
provision of light and air. This area shall be kept
free and clear at all times. Such area shall not also
be included in the patio area of the adjacent manu-
factured home, and shall be grassed or otherwise
landscaped.

(8) Each manufactured home park shall provide
recreational area equivalent to 5,000 square feet
plus 300 square feet per manufactured home space
as an integral part of the park.

(9) In the park all signs and advertising devices
shall be prohibited except:

(a) One illuminated nonflashing, non-neon,
non-backlit identification sign whose maximum
area shall be 48 square feet and whose maximum
height shall be 10 feet may be erected in the land-
scaped setback of the manufactured home park.

(b) Illuminated nonflashing, non-neon direc-
tional or identification signs not exceeding two
square feet in area may be placed on such struc-
tures as “office building,” “community center,”
etc.

(c) Directional signs conforming to state
standards for traffic flow and control are allowed.

(d) All home sites shall be numbered or let-
tered at the site with six inch square letters or num-
bers to facilitate emergency services.

(10) Park walkways shall not be less than three
feet wide, shall meet Americans with Disabilities
Act standards, and shall be provided from the man-
ufactured home spaces to the service or recre-
ational buildings or areas.

(11) All driveways, walkways and parking
areas within the park shall be hard surfaced and
lighted at night so that the grounds shall be safe for
occupants and visitors at all times.

(12) On street parking shall not be allowed.
Special guest parking area(s) shall be provided at a
ratio of not less than one parking space per five
homes.
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(13) Each park containing over 25 manufac-
tured homes spaces shall provide recreational area
of at least 5,000 square feet.

(14) Each manufactured home space shall be
provided individually metered power and water,
and shall be connected to the sewer system as
approved by the town of Cathlamet.

(15) All water, sewer, electrical and communi-
cation service lines shall be underground. Plans for
said service lines must be approved by the town
before installation. Gas shutoff valves, meters, reg-
ulators, and underground utility lines must be
accessible and shall not be located beneath manu-
factured homes or permanent structures.

(16) Any and all trailers owned by park occu-
pants, such as, but not limited to, camping, travel,
horse and boat trailers, shall be stored only in
approved and designated hard surfaced storage
areas as shown on approved park plans. Such trail-
ers shall not be used as living units while in the
manufactured home park.

(17) Park occupancy shall not occur before
inspection and final approval by the town’s build-
ing inspector and/or other person(s) designated by
the town to inspect completed work. (Ord. 373 § 6,
1996)

15.20.070 Service buildings and recreational 
areas.

(1) Service buildings shall be permanent struc-
tures complying with all applicable ordinances,
statutes and regulations regulating buildings, elec-
trical installations and plumbing and sanitary sys-
tems.

(2) All service buildings and recreational areas
and the grounds of the park shall be maintained in
a clean sightly condition and kept free of any con-
dition that will menace the health of any occupant
or the public or constitute a nuisance. (Ord. 373
§ 7, 1996)

15.20.080 Sewage and refuse disposal.
(1) Waste from laundries, showers, bath tubs,

flush toilets, urinals, lavatories and slop sinks in
service and other buildings within the park shall be
discharged into a public sewer system in compli-
ance with applicable ordinances or into a private
sewer and disposal plant of such construction and
in such manner as will meet the requirements of the
State Board.

(2) Each manufactured home space shall be
provided with a sewer line at least four inches in
diameter, which shall be connected to receive the
waste from the shower, bath tub, flush toilet, lava-
tory, laundry and kitchen sink of the manufactured
home harbored in such a space and having any or
all of such facilities. The sewer in each space shall
be connected to discharge the manufactured home
waste into a public sewer system in compliance
with applicable ordinances or into a private sewer
and disposal plant of such construction and in such
manner as will meet the requirements of the State
Board. Surface water shall not be discharged into
the sanitary sewer system. Adequate measures for
disposal of storm waters shall be provided.

(3) One garbage can shall be required for each
manufactured home. Garbage cans shall be located
on each manufactured home space. The cans shall
be kept in sanitary condition at all times. Garbage
and rubbish shall be collected and disposed of as
frequently as may be necessary to insure that gar-
bage cans shall not overflow. (Ord. 373 § 8, 1996)

15.20.090 Fire protection.
(1) To facilitate the ingress and egress of emer-

gency vehicles, all roads shall be a minimum width
of 30 feet and looped, not dead ending in a cul-de-
sac, unless the cul-de-sac shall be of sufficient size
as to permit the turnaround of a fire department
pumper without backing up.

(2) Fire hydrants with steamer ports shall be
installed at every intersection not less than 500 feet
apart with the first hydrant located within 500 feet
of an existing town of Cathlamet fire hydrant.
Mains shall be looped and a minimum of eight
inches in diameter, and comply with water system
standards of the current regional water system
plan.

(3) There shall be at least two entrances and
exits to the park fronting upon public roadways and
located on opposite sides of the park in order to
facilitate access by emergency vehicles from two
directions.

(4) All spaces shall be marked at the street with
visible address numbers constructed of a highly
reflective material with numerals at least six inches
high.

(5) All streets shall be named and signed at each
intersection with names approved by the town of
Cathlamet.
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(6) A complete set of plans and specifications
of the manufactured home park shall be provided
to the fire department showing each lot and build-
ing placed thereon with exterior dimensions and
interior floor plans. Interior plans shall be on sepa-
rate drawings 8-1/2 inches by 11 inches in size with
the address in one inch block letters at the top.
Updated plans and specifications shall be provided
to the fire department each time a manufactured
home or other structure is added to the manufac-
tured home park or removed from the manufac-
tured home park. (Ord. 373 § 9, 1996)

15.20.100 Animals and pets.
No owner or person in charge of any dog, cat or

other pet animal shall permit it to run at large or
commit any nuisance within the limits of any man-
ufactured home park. Pet owners must abide by
town ordinances regarding pets. (Ord. 373 § 10,
1996)

15.20.110 Operation, maintenance and repair.
(1) The licensee or permittee, or a duly autho-

rized attendant or caretaker, shall be in charge at all
times to keep the manufactured home park, its
facilities and equipment in a clean, orderly, safe
and sanitary condition. The attendant or caretaker
shall be answerable, with the licensee and permit-
tee, for the violation of any provision of the ordi-
nance to which the licensee or permittee is subject.

(2) Any manufactured home which shall be
found by the local health department to be so dam-
aged, decayed, dilapidated, unsanitary, or vermin-
infested that it creates a nuisance or is a hazard to
the health or safety of the occupants or of the pub-
lic, shall be designated as unfit for human habita-
tion.

(3) No owner or operator of a manufactured
home park shall permit a manufactured home to
remain in the park when the manufactured home
has been designated as unfit for human habitation.

(4) The park shall provide visual screening and
landscaping in perimeter setback areas and open
space. (Ord. 373 § 11, 1996)

15.20.120 Revocation of license.
The town council may revoke any license to

maintain and operate a park when the licensee has
been found by a court of competent jurisdiction to
have committed a violation of any provision of this
chapter. After such finding, the license shall be

reissued if the circumstances leading to a violation
have been remedied and the park is being main-
tained and operated in full compliance with law.
(Ord. 373 § 12, 1996)

15.20.130 Posting of license.
The license certificate shall be conspicuously

posted in the office or on the premises of the man-
ufactured home park at all times. (Ord. 373 § 13,
1996)

15.20.140 Temporary location of mobile 
homes.

The town council may grant a temporary permit
allowing the placement of a mobile home or house
trailer to be used as a temporary dwelling during
the repair or renovation of a home that is tempo-
rarily uninhabitable, or during construction of a
new home. Such a mobile home or house trailer
may be temporarily parked and used as a dwelling
in the side or rear yard of a lot for a period not to
exceed 60 days’ time provided the setbacks appli-
cable to such units as herein provided have been
complied with; and provided, that a permit so to do
shall first have been applied for and obtained from
the town council upon application giving location
at which such mobile home or house trailer is to be
located, the vehicle license number, if any, and a
general description of the mobile home or house
trailer for which permission to locate is sought; and
provided, that such occupancy shall at all times
(while occupied) comply with all regulations relat-
ing to health and sanitation. The permit to park and
occupy said mobile home or house trailer may be
extended by the town council month to month,
upon written request setting forth the need for
extending the time, but such extension shall not
exceed six months. (Ord. 373 § 14, 1996)

15.20.150 Mobile homes previously located.
No occupied mobile home or house trailer used

as a residence, or for business or otherwise shall be
parked, placed or kept hereafter within the town of
Cathlamet except as provided in CMC 15.20.140;
provided, that this chapter shall not prohibit mobile
homes or house trailers lawfully occupied or used
at the time of the passage of this chapter in their
present location, but this exemption shall cease
whenever such mobile home or house trailer is not
occupied or used for a period of 30 days. (Ord. 373
§ 15, 1996)



Cathlamet Municipal Code 15.25.020

15-18

15.20.160 Storage.
Storage for recreational vehicles, boats or trail-

ers shall be screened by a six-foot-high sight-
obscuring fence with a lockable gate erected
around the perimeter of such storage area. (Ord.
373 § 16, 1996)

15.20.170 Violation – Penalty.
(1) Violation of or failure to comply with any

provision of this chapter shall constitute an infrac-
tion, and any such infraction shall be punished by a
fine of not more than $250.00. Each violation shall
be a separate and distinct offense, and in the case of
a continuing violation each day’s continuation
thereof shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. Infractions under this chapter shall be
heard in the municipal court of the town of Cath-
lamet and the procedures for their adjudication
shall be the same as the court’s rules for the dispo-
sition of traffic infractions.

(2) The existence of the remedy provided in this
section, or the pendency of any such proceeding,
shall not affect the right of the town or any citizen
thereof to proceed otherwise, including civil pro-
ceedings at law or equity, to enforce the provisions
of this chapter. The power to enforce this chapter
shall be vested in an enforcement officer or officers
appointed by the mayor with the approval of the
council. (Ord. 373 § 18, 1996)

15.20.180 Violation.
From and after the passage of this chapter, it

shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corpora-
tion to park and locate or use any mobile home for
human occupancy upon any lot, parcel or tract of
land within the corporate limits of the town of
Cathlamet except as provided in CMC 15.20.140
and 15.20.150. (Ord. 373 § 19, 1996)

Chapter 15.25

SEWERAGE WORKS DESIGN AND 
STANDARD PLANS FOR MUNICIPAL 

CONSTRUCTION 

Sections:
15.25.010 Standard Plans – Adopted.
15.25.020 Sewerage Works Design – Adopted.

15.25.010 Standard Plans – Adopted.
The town of Cathlamet hereby adopts the Stan-

dard Plans for Road, Bridge and Municipal Con-
struction dated October, 1993, prepared by the
Washington State Department of Transportation,
as now or hereafter amended, also known as the
“Standard Plans” manual, as a guide to municipal
construction. (Ord. 404 § 1, 1999)

15.25.020 Sewerage Works Design – Adopted.
The town of Cathlamet hereby adopts the crite-

ria for Sewerage Works Design, publication No.
98-37WQ dated December, 1998 prepared by the
Washington State Department of Ecology, as now
or hereafter amended, also known as the “Orange
Book,” as a guide to sewerage works design and
construction. (Ord. 404 § 2, 1999)
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Title 17

SUBDIVISIONS

Chapters:
17.32 Urban Subdivision Code
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Chapter 17.32

URBAN SUBDIVISION CODE

Sections:
17.32.010 Title.
17.32.020 Purpose.
17.32.030 Applicability.
17.32.040 Exemptions.
17.32.050 Definitions.
17.32.060 Application – Informal review.
17.32.070 Preliminary application.
17.32.080 Preliminary plat.
17.32.090 Preliminary supporting documents.
17.32.100 Standards – Generally.
17.32.120 Difficult development land.
17.32.130 Restricted access to arterials.
17.32.140 Drainage.
17.32.150 Pedestrian walkways.
17.32.160 Surveys – Monuments and markers.
17.32.170 Access to public street.
17.32.180 Lot width.
17.32.190 Road frontage.
17.32.200 Setbacks.
17.32.210 Street lights.
17.32.220 Compliance with fire protection 

requirements.
17.32.230 Erosion control plan.
17.32.240 Master plan.
17.32.250 Sewerage.
17.32.260 Water.
17.32.270 Roads – Plans, construction, 

dedication.
17.32.280 Road rights-of-way.
17.32.290 Parks.
17.32.300 Buffer strip.
17.32.310 Future use of streets.
17.32.320 Road improvements.
17.32.330 Solar heat.
17.32.340 Homeowners’ association – When 

required.
17.32.350 Block widths and lengths.
17.32.360 Administrator designated.
17.32.370 Preapplication conference.
17.32.380 Preliminary application procedure.
17.32.390 Environmental assessment and impact 

statements.
17.32.400 Distribution of copies of plat.
17.32.410 Return of findings and 

recommendations.
17.32.420 Health officer’s review 

responsibilities.
17.32.430 Engineer’s review responsibilities.
17.32.440 Fire department review 

responsibilities.

17.32.450 Review by other agencies.
17.32.460 Administrator recommendations.
17.32.470 Planning commission hearing.
17.32.480 Planning commission 

recommendations.
17.32.490 Notice of hearing – Generally.
17.32.500 Notice of hearing – Newspaper.
17.32.510 Notice of hearing – Adjacent property 

owners.
17.32.520 Notice of hearing – Posting.
17.32.530 Commission report to the town 

council.
17.32.540 Town council procedures.
17.32.550 Time limit on action.
17.32.560 Notice of action.
17.32.570 Length of preliminary approval.
17.32.580 Submission of construction plans.
17.32.590 Alterations.
17.32.600 Final plat – Specific requirements.
17.32.610 Final plat – General requirements.
17.32.620 Agreement for improvements.
17.32.630 Agreement for improvements – Bond.
17.32.640 Agreement for improvements – 

Determination of amount.
17.32.650 Agreement for improvements – Failure 

to carry out – Call on bond or cash 
deposit.

17.32.660 Special provisions for waivers.
17.32.670 Waiver standards.
17.32.680 Fees and charges.
17.32.690 Enforcement.
17.32.700 Violations – Penalties.
17.32.710 Severability.
17.32.720 Effective date.

17.32.010 Title.
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as

the “Cathlamet urban subdivision code.” (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.020 Purpose.
The purposes of this chapter are as follows:
(1) To promote the public health, safety and

general welfare;
(2) To prevent the overcrowding of land;
(3) To lessen congestion in the streets and high-

ways;
(4) To provide for adequate light and air;
(5) To facilitate adequate provision for water,

sewerage, parks and recreation areas, sites or
schools and school grounds and other public
requirements;

(6) To provide for proper ingress and egress;
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(7) To require uniform monumenting of land
subdivisions and conveyance of land by accurate
legal description;

(8) To provide for the orderly growth of the
town of Cathlamet in conformance with the Town
of Cathlamet Comprehensive Plan and applicable
codes;

(9) To encourage the appropriate use of the
land;

(10) To encourage the conservation of lands for
the production of food and fiber. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.030 Applicability.
(1) The regulations contained in this chapter

shall apply to the division or redivision of land into
five or more lots, tracts, parcels or sites, any one of
which is less than five acres in area, for the purpose
of sale, lease or transfer of ownership, except as
provided in CMC 17.32.040.

(2) These regulations apply to the incorporated
areas within the town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 484,
2006)

17.32.040 Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:
(1) Cemeteries and other burial plots, while

used for that purpose;
(2) Divisions made by testamentary provisions

and/or the laws of descent;
(3) Division of land for sale or lease to an

agency or division of government vested with the
power of eminent domain;

(4) Mobile home parks, as approved pursuant to
Chapter 15.20 CMC;

(5) Boundary line adjustments between platted
or unplatted lots or both, which do not create any
additional lot, tract, parcel, site or division nor cre-
ate any lot, tract, parcel, site or division which con-
tains insufficient area and dimension to meet
minimum requirement for width and area for a
building site. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.050 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following

words or phrases shall be defined as follows:
(1) “Access” means the right to ingress and

egress from a public road vested in the owner or
lessee of the land which adjoins a road or other
highway.

(2) “Administrator” means the public works
director or his designee.

(3) “Applicant” means the owner of the land
proposed to be subdivided, or his representative.

(4) “Arterial” means a road intended for high
volumes of traffic and providing connections with
major state and interstate roadways. An arterial is
not intended to be a residential street, but has high
potential for the location of significant community
facilities as well as retail, commercial, and indus-
trial facilities.

(5) “Block” means a parcel of land bounded by
streets, railroad right-of-way, waterways, parks,
unsubdivided acreage or a combination thereof.

(6) “Board” means the town council.
(7) “Bond” means any form of security, includ-

ing a cash deposit, surety bond, collateral, prop-
erty, or instrument of credit in an amount and form
satisfactory to the council, to cover the cost(s)
including inflationary costs of constructing or
installing any improvements required.

(8) “Building site” means a parcel of land occu-
pied or intended to be occupied by one main build-
ing and its accessory buildings, together with all
other required yards, open space and setbacks.

(9) “Collector” means a road intended to move
traffic from local roads to arterials.

(10) “Commission” means the town of Cath-
lamet planning commission.

(11) “Comprehensive plan” means a coordi-
nated plan for the physical development of the
town; designating, among other things, elements
and programs to encourage the appropriate use of
the land to lessen congestion throughout the county
in the interest of public health, safety and welfare
and promote efficiency and economy.

(12) “County” means Wahkiakum County,
Washington.

(13) “Day” means day(s) that the office of the
administrator is open for business, unless other-
wise specified.

(14) “Dedication” means the deliberate appro-
priation of land by an owner for any general or pub-
lic uses reserving to himself no other rights than
such as are compatible with the full exercise and
enjoyment of the public uses to which the property
has been devoted.

(15) “Department” means the public works
department.

(16) “Development” means any human-made
change to improved or unimproved real estate,
including but not limited to clearing, grubbing,
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grading, construction, fill, excavation, placement
of buildings, or other similar improvements.

(17) “Difficult development land” means land
which the administrator has found to be environ-
mentally sensitive or unsuitable for subdivision
due to the flooding, poor drainage, steep slopes,
slide areas or potential slide areas, rock and soil
formations, or other features likely to be harmful to
the safety and general health of the future residents
and adjacent landowners.

(18) “Divisions of land” means any conveyance
not otherwise exempt or provided for in this chap-
ter which alters the legal description of any lot or
parcel.

(19) “Easement” means a written grant by
property owner to specific individuals, corpora-
tions or to the public or its agencies to use his land
for specific purposes.

(20) “Engineer” means the public works direc-
tor or his designee.

(21) “Frontage” means the property line on the
fronting street or extent of property along a road or
street.

(22) “Homeowners’ association” means the
grouping or uniting of persons residing within a
defined area into an incorporated entity to provide
for the operation, maintenance and protection of a
common enterprise.

(23) “Improvement” means any structure or
works including but not necessarily limited to:
roads, storm drainage systems, ditches and dikes,
sanitary sewerage facilities, storm drainage con-
tainment facilities and water systems.

(24) “Land surveyor” shall be as defined by the
Engineers and Land Surveyors Act.

(25) “Lot” means a fractional part of subdi-
vided lands having fixed boundaries, and being of
sufficient area and dimensions to meet current min-
imum zoning and comprehensive plan require-
ments for width and area. The term shall include
tracts, parcels or sites.

(26) “Master plan” means the map, sketch or
other presentation showing the ultimate develop-
ment pattern of a parcel of property that is to be
developed in successive stages or subdivisions.

(26.1) “Open record hearing” means a hearing
conducted by a single hearing body or officer
authorized by the town to conduct such hearings,
that creates the town’s record through testimony
and submission of evidence and information.

(27) “Owner” means any person who has prop-
erty rights as a fee owner, contract purchaser or
mortgagee, or who controls a deed of trust as ben-
eficiary or grantor if such interest controls disposi-
tion of property.

(28) “Person” means an individual, partnership,
corporation, association, unincorporated organiza-
tion, trust or any other legal or commercial entity,
including a joint venture. The word “person” shall
also include a municipality, county or state agency.

(29) Plat, Final. “Final plat” means an accurate
map or representation of the subdivision showing
lots, blocks, streets, alleys and other divisions and
dedications prepared for filing for record with the
county auditor.

(30) Plat, Preliminary. “Preliminary plat”
means a neat and approximate drawing of the pro-
posed layout of streets, blocks, lots and other ele-
ments of the plat or subdivision which shall furnish
a basis for the planning commission’s approval or
disapproval of the general layout of the plat or sub-
division.

(31) “Protective covenants” means an agree-
ment which binds a landowner and his successors
in interest to do or refrain from doing certain acts
with relation to the property which is the subject of
such agreement.

(32) “Public water system” means any system
of water supply intended or used for human con-
sumption or other domestic uses, including source,
treatment, storage, transmission and distribution
facilities, when water is furnished to any commu-
nity, collection, or number of individuals, or is
made available to the public for human consump-
tion, or domestic use, excluding water systems
serving one single-family residence.

(33) “Resubdivision” means the amendment of
the boundaries or size of, or the creation of, addi-
tional lots in any lot previously recorded in a plat
in the office of the county auditor.

(34) “Right-of-way” is a general term denoting
land, property or interest therein, usually reserved
for transportation, or utility purposes.

(35) “Road” means the improved and main-
tained portion of a right-of-way which provides
vehicular circulation or principal means of access
to abutting properties.
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(36) Road, Private. “Private road” means a
roadway intended for the use of one or more pri-
vate individuals and developed and maintained by
private individuals who benefit from its construc-
tion.

(37) Road, Public. “Public road” means a high-
way or roadway established and adopted by the
proper authorities for the uses of the general public
and over which every person has a right to pass and
use for all purposes of travel or transportation for
which it is adopted and developed.

(38) “Street” means a road of usually limited
continuity which serves primarily to provide
access to abutting property.

(39) “State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)”
means Chapter 43.21C RCW or as hereafter
amended.

(40) “Subdivider” means any person, firm or
corporation undertaking the subdividing or resub-
dividing of any parcel of land.

(41) “Subdivision” means a division of land
into five or more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divi-
sions for the purpose of sale or lease or transfer of
ownership, and shall include all resubdivision of
land.

(42) “Urban subdivision” means any subdivi-
sion located in those areas designated in the com-
prehensive plan and zoning code as urban,
suburban, multiple-family or commercial. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.060 Application – Informal review.
Before making application for subdivision, the

applicant shall arrange to discuss the proposal by
submitting five copies of a basic sketch plan to the
administrator pursuant to CMC 17.32.380. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.070 Preliminary application.
The preliminary application shall be on a form

provided by the administrator and shall contain the
following information:

(1) Name, address and telephone number of the
applicant;

(2) Legal description of the property as it
relates to section, township, range, subdivision and
parcel and tax lot numbers, and number of acres;

(3) Name of proposed subdivision and number
of lots anticipated;

(4) Proposed method of sewage disposal and
the name of the purveyor of the service;

(5) Proposed method of providing potable
water and the name of the purveyor of the service;
and

(6) Signatures of applicant(s) and/or owner(s).
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.080 Preliminary plat.
Ten copies of the proposed plat shall accompany

the application. Said copies shall have dimensions
of at least 18 inches by 24 inches and contain the
following information:

(1) Name of proposed subdivision;
(2) Name and address of the owner(s) and sub-

divider, if different from the owner;
(3) Name and address of surveyor and/or engi-

neer;
(4) Date, scale and north arrow; the scale shall

range from between one inch equals 50 feet to one
inch equals 200 feet, or metric equivalent, or other
scale as may be approved;

(5) Dimensions of the boundary lines, to scale,
of the tract to be subdivided and each lot contained
therein;

(6) Number assigned to each lot and block;
(7) Location, width and names of all existing

and proposed public and private roads within or
abutting the subdivision tract;

(8) Location of all existing easements, water-
courses, drainage ways and permanent buildings;

(9) Contour lines illustrating site topography as
follows:

Contour lines shall be extended to show at least
100 feet beyond the boundaries of the proposed
subdivision.

Datum shall be sea level as established by the
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration or as approved by the engineer;

(10) Boundary lines of ownerships, subdivi-
sions, and streets abutting the proposed subdivi-
sion. The boundary lines shall be extended at least
100 feet beyond the boundaries of the proposed
subdivision;

(11) A vicinity sketch clearly identifying the
location of the property proposed for subdivision;

(12) Area, dimensions, and location of any rec-
reation, open space and common areas;

Slope Contour Intervals
0–3% 2 feet

More than 3% 5 feet
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(13) Number and location of any off-street
parking spaces. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.090 Preliminary supporting documents.
The following supporting documents shall

accompany the application for preliminary subdi-
vision approval:

(1) A SEPA checklist, assessing the anticipated
environmental impacts;

(2) Copies of restrictions, covenants and agree-
ments, if any, proposed and/or existing upon the
land. Such restrictions, if required by the town,
must be recorded either prior to or simultaneously
with the recording of the final plat;

(3) A master plan of the site if the subdivision
is proposed to be developed in phases. The plan
need not be completely engineered but shall be of
sufficient detail to illustrate the property’s inherent
features and probable development pattern. The
master plan will be used as a guide in each succes-
sive state of development until its completion;

(4) Preliminary drainage plans, outlining the
method of handling surface runoff;

(5) Tentative grades of each road or as required
by the engineer;

(6) List of names and addresses of all owners
whose property abuts the boundaries of the pro-
posed subdivision. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.100 Standards – Generally.
The standards set in CMC 17.32.120 through

17.32.350 shall be considered the minimum stan-
dards for development of an urban subdivision.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.120 Difficult development land.
Difficult development land shall not be subdi-

vided unless the subdivider, within 90 calendar
days following the original submission, or longer
time as agreed by the subdivider, provides accept-
able plans for overcoming any harmful features.
Reasonable conditions may be applied to urban
subdivision approval to minimize harmful environ-
mental conditions pertinent to the property. Protec-
tive improvements shall be constructed prior to
final plat approval. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.130 Restricted access to arterials.
Lots abutting an arterial shall be designed so that

no residential properties have direct access onto it.
Where driveway access from a collector may be

necessary for several adjoining lots, a combined
access may be required to limit possible traffic haz-
ards. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.140 Drainage.
Lot drainage shall be designed to provide drain-

age away from all buildings, and drainage facilities
shall be designed and constructed pursuant to town
and county standards. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.150 Pedestrian walkways.
Pedestrian walkways shall be required in all

urban subdivisions, and shall be designed and con-
structed within three years from the date of final
subdivision approval, or immediately following
the construction of each residence on a lot, which-
ever comes first, and shall comply with the appli-
cable standards contained in the Standard
Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal
Construction published by the Washington State
Department of Transportation, 2006 Edition, or
subsequent editions. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.160 Surveys – Monuments and markers.
Surveys shall be required for all urban subdivi-

sions according to the following:
(1) A survey shall be prepared by or under the

supervision of a land surveyor registered pursuant
to Chapter 58.09 RCW.

(2) Monuments and Markers. All lost corners,
street centerlines, and controlling corners shall be
located and described, and all corners shall be
marked by a five-eighths-inch rebar or approved
equivalent driven into the ground a depth of 30
inches or more, and driven flush with the ground.
All street centerlines and controlling corner monu-
ments shall be marked with brass caps in monu-
ment cases, or as approved by the engineer. All
markers set shall be marked with the surveyor’s
registration number. All monuments and markers
shall be shown on the face of the final plat. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.170 Access to public street.
Each lot in a subdivision shall be provided direct

access by means of a public right-of-way connect-
ing to an existing and developed public street.
(Ord. 484, 2006)



17.32.180

17.32.190

17.32.200

17.32.210

17.32.220

17.32.230

17.32.240

17.32.250

17.32.260

17.32.270

17.32.280

Lot width.
The minimum lot width shall be the same as

those widths established pursuant to CMC Title
18, or as hereafter amended. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Road frontage.
Each lot in an urban subdivision shall abut a

public road for a distance no less than 40 feet on a
cul-de-sac and no less than 60 feet in all other in-
stances. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Setbacks.
The front, side and rear yard setback require-

ments for all urban subdivisions shall be the same
as those established pursuant to CMC Title 18, or
as hereafter amended. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Street lights.
Street lighting may be required at all intersec-

tions, or as recommended by the engineer. Light-
ing facilities should be energy efficient. (Ord. 484,
2006)

Compliance with fire protection
requirements.

All subdivisions shall comply with the require-
ments of the current edition of the International
Fire Code published by the International Code
Council (ICC) with Washington State amend-
ments, or such fire protection requirements as
adopted or amended by the town council. Fire hy-
drants shall be provided as set forth in Appendix C
of the International Fire Code pertaining to fire hy-
drant locations and distribution. The model of fire
hydrant shall be as approved by the fire marshal.
(Ord. 597 § 7, 2017)

Erosion control plan.
Erosion control plans shall be required for all

sites where the slope exceeds eight percent, prior
to any clearing, grubbing, or any form of excava-
tion or fill activity.

Erosion control plans shall meet the standards
set forth in the 2006 Standard Specifications for
Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction or such
later edition of such standard specifications as may
be adopted by Washington State Department of
Transportation. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Master plan.
A generalized plan for the entire ownership

shall be required to show that the road pattern and
general arrangement for the urban subdivision can
be coordinated with the planned and existing cir-
culation pattern of the area. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Sewerage.
A sanitary sewerage disposal system shall be re-

quired. All plans and specifications shall be sub-
ject to approval from the engineer, the purveyor
and other appropriate agencies. Hookup, at devel-
oper’s expense, to the town of Cathlamet munici-
pal sewer system is required. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Water.
A public water system shall be required. All

plans and specifications shall be subject to ap-
proval from the engineer, the purveyor and other
appropriate agencies. Hookup, at developer’s ex-
pense, to town’s municipal water system is re-
quired. (Ord. 484, 2006)

Roads – Plans, construction,
dedication.

The engineering plans and specifications for all
roads shall be reviewed by the engineer; and said
plans and specifications must meet 2006 Standard
Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal
Construction or such later edition of said Standard
Specifications as may be adopted by the Wash-
ington State Department of Transportation, and be
approved by the engineer prior to the commence-
ment of any road construction. The roads shall
be constructed pursuant to the approved plans and
specifications, prior to final subdivision approval;
provided, the engineer may accept performance
bonding in lieu of actual construction, pursuant to
CMC 17.32.620 through 17.32.650. However, the
roads shall be constructed prior to the issuance of
any residential development permits. (Ord. 484,
2006)

Road rights-of-way.
All road right-of-way widths shall meet town

standards as approved and adopted by the council.
Said rights-of-way shall be dedicated to the public.
(Ord. 484, 2006)
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17.32.290 Parks.
Open space and the construction of recreational

facilities may be required. (Ord. 484, 2006)
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17.32.300 Buffer strip.
Where residential subdivisions are to be devel-

oped adjacent to developed commercial or indus-
trial sites, or arterials, buffer strips or other
protective treatment (e.g., deeper lots) shall be
required as may be practicable. A strip of land five
feet wide and parallel to the residential use shall be
planted with a vegetative screen of hardy evergreen
shrubs or trees. The screen shall be no less than
four feet in height at the time of planting and shall
be maintained in a healthy condition by the subdi-
vider. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.310 Future use of streets.
The right-of-way of streets intended for future

use as access to adjoining properties must be dedi-
cated at the time of final subdivision approval.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.320 Road improvements.
The developer may be required to contribute to

a road improvement fund when existing roads will
be impacted by increased traffic. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.330 Solar heat.
Whenever possible, subdivision should be ori-

ented and designed to maximize solar heat gain in
the winter. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.340 Homeowners’ association – When 
required.

A homeowners’ association shall be required to
maintain all open spaces and common areas, unless
the areas are dedicated and accepted by the town.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.350 Block widths and lengths.
Except for reverse-frontage parcels, the width of

blocks shall be sufficient to allow for two tiers of
lots. Blocks shall be as long as is reasonable and
consistent with topography and needs for conve-
nient access, circulation, control, and safety of
street traffic. The block length ordinarily shall not
exceed 1,200 feet or be less than 500 feet. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.360 Administrator designated.
The director of the public works department or

his designee shall serve as the administrator, with
the responsibility of administering the provisions
of this chapter.

The administrator may require the use of such
forms as deemed essential to the implementation of
this chapter. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.370 Preapplication conference.
(1) Prior to the submission of the preliminary

plat, the subdivider or his representative shall
request a preapplication conference with the
administrator and the engineer and other agencies
to discuss the sketch plan. The purpose of this con-
ference is to identify as many potential concerns as
possible in order for the preliminary plat to be pro-
cessed without unnecessary delay.

(2) Discussion topics at this time may include
such things as: comprehensive plan, zoning, street
plan, availability of sewer and water, development
concepts, soils, topography, other county permits,
the environmental impact of the subdivision, and
the future development of adjacent property. If,
after the preapplication conference, the applicant
desires to proceed with an application for prelimi-
nary subdivision approval, the information gained
from the conference will be useful in designing the
preliminary plat and in preparing any accompany-
ing documents.

(3) Participation in a preapplication conference
and conclusions reached at the conference will in
no way guarantee preliminary approval, or prohibit
identification and discussion of additional con-
cerns during the subdivision review process. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.380 Preliminary application procedure.
The preliminary application shall be prepared

pursuant to CMC 17.32.060 through 17.32.090,
and shall be submitted to the administrator at least
60 days prior to the planning commission meeting
at which consideration is desired.

When the administrator determines that the pro-
posed urban subdivision application contains the
information and data as required in CMC
17.32.080 and 17.32.090, the administrator shall
assign a permanent file number. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.390 Environmental assessment and 
impact statements.

Each preliminary subdivision proposal shall be
accompanied by an environmental checklist. If it is
determined that an environmental impact state-
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ment is required, the 60-day review period may be
extended to provide the applicant with sufficient
time to comply with SEPA. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.400 Distribution of copies of plat.
When the administrator determines that the pro-

posed urban subdivision contains the required
information and supplementary data, copies of the
plat shall be distributed to the following:

(1) Health officer for the county;
(2) Engineer;
(3) Chief of the Cathlamet fire department;
(4) Public utility district No. 1;
(5) Any special district that is to supply utili-

ties;
(6) State Department of Transportation when

state highway facilities are adjacent to or likely to
be impacted by the proposed plat;

(7) School district;
(8) Any federal, state and local agency which

may have an interest in the urban plat as deter-
mined by the administrator. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.410 Return of findings and 
recommendations.

The administrator shall set a date for return of
findings and recommendations from each agency,
the date of return to be no less than 30 days from
the date of the planning commission meeting at
which the proposal is scheduled for consideration.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.420 Health officer’s review 
responsibilities.

The health officer or his designee shall notify
the administrator that:

(1) The sanitary sewerage disposal methods
contemplated for use do or do not conform with
current standards;

(2) The public water supply is or is not part of
an existing water supply. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.430 Engineer’s review responsibilities.
The engineer shall notify the administrator:
(1) That the proposed road and other improve-

ments do or do not meet with the planned and exist-
ing circulation and service plans of the town;

(2) What rights-of-way and road standards are
required for final subdivision approval;

(3) That access to the boundary of subdivision
is or is not provided by an opened, constructed and
maintained town or county road;

(4) Of any engineered plans and/or special
reports that may be required. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.440 Fire department review 
responsibilities.

The appropriate fire department shall inform the
administrator of any standards necessary to pro-
vide fire protection and emergency vehicle access.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.450 Review by other agencies.
Other agencies shall notify the administrator of

any concerns and make recommendations. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.460 Administrator recommendations.
The administrator shall review the reports and

comments of the health officer, engineer, fire
department, and other agencies, and shall make
recommendations to the commission to grant, con-
dition or deny the subdivision, taking into consid-
eration the following:

(1) Whether it is in conformance with purposes,
standards, and requirements of the Town of Cath-
lamet Comprehensive Plan, zoning code, environ-
mental policy code, and any other applicable codes
and policies;

(2) The physical characteristics of the subdivi-
sion site. The proposal may be disapproved or con-
ditioned because of difficult development land.
Construction of protective improvements may be
required as a condition of approval. (Ord. 484,
2006)

17.32.470 Planning commission hearing.
Following public notice pursuant to CMC

17.32.490 through 17.32.520, the commission
shall consider all relevant evidence at an open
record public hearing. Any hearing may be contin-
ued by the commission, within the limits allowed
by law. The commission shall review the prelimi-
nary subdivision as follows:

(1) To determine conformance of the proposed
subdivision to the general purposes of this title, the
comprehensive plan, zoning standards, specifica-
tions and policies of the town;
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(2) To inquire into the public use and interest
proposed to be served by the subdivision and/or
dedication. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.480 Planning commission 
recommendations.

The commission may recommend conditions to
assure that the subdivision complies with this title.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.490 Notice of hearing – Generally.
All hearing notices shall include a legal descrip-

tion of the location of the proposed subdivision and
a location description in nonlegal language. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.500 Notice of hearing – Newspaper.
Upon receipt of a preliminary subdivision appli-

cation and after completion of a final environmen-
tal impact statement (if necessary) or negative
declaration, the administrator shall set a date for
public hearing before the commission and shall
give notice by publication of at least one notice, not
less than 10 calendar days prior to the hearings, in
a newspaper of general circulation. (Ord. 484,
2006)

17.32.510 Notice of hearing – Adjacent 
property owners.

The administrator shall mail copies of the public
hearing notice to the adjacent property owners.
Said notice shall be mailed not less than 10 days
prior to the hearing. Adjacent landowners are the
owners of real property, as shown by the records of
the county assessor, located within 300 feet of any
portion of the boundary of the proposed subdivi-
sion. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.520 Notice of hearing – Posting.
The administrator shall post on or near the prop-

erty proposed for subdivision three notices of pub-
lic hearing not less than 10 days prior to the
hearing. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.530 Commission report to the town 
council.

Not later than 14 calendar days following the
commission approval or disapproval, the commis-
sion shall submit its written report, findings of fact
and recommendations to the town council. The

commission may recommend that the proposed
plat be approved, conditionally approved, or disap-
proved. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.540 Town council procedures.
(1) Upon receipt of the recommendations on

any preliminary plat, the town council shall, at its
next public meeting, set the date for the public
meeting where it shall consider the recommenda-
tions of the planning commission and may adopt,
modify or reject the commission’s recommenda-
tions based upon the record at the public hearing.
If, after considering the matter at a public meeting,
the town council deems a change in the commis-
sion’s recommendations approving or disapprov-
ing any preliminary plat is necessary, the town
council shall adopt its own recommendations and
approve or disapprove the preliminary plat.

(2) The town council shall inquire into the pub-
lic use and interest proposed to be served by the
establishment of the subdivision and dedication.
The town council shall determine if appropriate
provisions are made for, but not limited to, the pub-
lic health, safety and general welfare, for open
spaces, drainage ways, streets, alleys, other public
ways, water supplies, sanitary wastes, parks, play-
grounds, sites for schools and school grounds, and
shall consider all other relevant facts and determine
whether the public interest will be served by the
subdivision and dedication. If the town council
finds the proposed plat makes appropriate provi-
sions for the public health, safety and general wel-
fare and for such open spaces, drainage ways,
streets, alleys, other public ways, water supplies,
sanitary wastes, parks, playgrounds, sites for
schools and school grounds and that the public use
and interest will be served by the platting of such
subdivision, then it shall be approved.

(3) If the town council finds that the proposed
plat does not make such appropriate provisions or
that the public use and interest will not be served,
then the town council shall disapprove the pro-
posed plat. In making a decision on the preliminary
plat, the town council shall also consider CMC
17.32.470(1) and (2). Dedication of land to any
public body may be required as a condition of sub-
division approval and the dedication shall be
clearly shown on the final plat. (Ord. 484, 2006)



Cathlamet Municipal Code 17.32.600

17-11 (Revised 4/07)

17.32.550 Time limit on action.
Preliminary plats of any proposed subdivision

and dedication shall be approved, disapproved or
returned to the applicant for modification or cor-
rection within 90 days from the date of filing
thereof unless the applicant consents to an exten-
sion of such time period; provided, that if an envi-
ronmental impact statement is required as provided
in RCW 43.21C.030, the 90-day period shall not
include the time spent preparing and circulating the
environmental impact statement. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.560 Notice of action.
Upon approval, disapproval or modification of

the preliminary plat, the administrator shall notify
the applicant by mail within 10 days of the action.
The notice shall include any conditions approved
by the town council. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.570 Length of preliminary approval.
(1) Approval of the preliminary plat shall be

effective for five years from the date of approval by
the town council, during which time a final plat or
plats shall be submitted. During this time the terms
and conditions upon which the preliminary
approval was given will not be changed except as
provided in CMC 17.32.590.

(2) All requests for an extension of time must
be submitted to the administrator prior to expira-
tion of the preliminary plat. Upon application by
the subdivider, the commission may extend the
approval period for an additional year. If an exten-
sion of time is granted, the preliminary plat may be
subject to all new and amended regulations,
requirements, policies or standards which are
adopted after the original date of approval, unless
there has been substantial on-site work completed
for the plat. Knowledge of expiration date and ini-
tiation of a request for extension of approval time
is the responsibility of the subdivider. (Ord. 484,
2006)

17.32.580 Submission of construction plans.
(1) After preliminary subdivision approval and

prior to beginning of the construction and installa-
tion of improvements or performance bonding in
lieu thereof, the subdivider shall submit to the engi-
neer detailed construction plans and specifications
and road approach permits, when applicable, for all
required improvements.

(2) Such plans shall conform to the require-
ments of the engineer. Upon the engineer’s
approval of the construction plans and specifica-
tions, the subdivider may commence to construct
and install the improvements to completion, unless
performance bonding or other option as set forth in
CMC 17.32.620 through 17.32.650 is accepted.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.590 Alterations.
Once the preliminary plat has been approved by

the town council it shall not be altered unless
approved by the applicant, the administrator, the
engineer, and the mayor. Any change in the design
of the preliminary plat that will adversely affect the
abutting ownerships shall be required to be resub-
mitted in compliance with this title. (Ord. 484,
2006)

17.32.600 Final plat – Specific requirements.
The final plat shall be drawn in an indelible per-

manent ink and in addition in an electronic format
acceptable to the administration on a sheet of mylar
having dimensions of 18 inches by 24 inches, or
approved substitute, and on a standard recorder’s
plat sheet, having dimensions of 18 inches by 25
inches, with a three-inch hinged binding on the left
border, and shall contain the information, certifi-
cates, and statements required by this chapter. The
scale may range from 50 feet to the inch to 200 feet
to the inch or metric equivalent or other scale as
may be approved. If more than one sheet is
required, the sheets shall be numbered and
indexed. The final plat shall contain, but not be
limited to, the following:

(1) Name of the subdivision;
(2) Date, scale, north arrow and basis of bear-

ing, legend, lot numbers;
(3) Block and lot boundary lines and street

rights-of-way and centerlines, with dimensions,
bearings or deflection angles, radii, arcs, points of
curvature and tangent bearings. Lot boundaries and
street bearings shall be shown to the nearest second
with basis of bearing. All distances shall be shown
to the nearest second with basis of bearing. All dis-
tances shall be shown to the nearest one-hundredth
foot;

(4) Section and donation land claim lines
within and adjacent to the plat;
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(5) Whenever the county or town has estab-
lished the centerline of a street adjacent to or within
the proposed subdivision, the location of this line
and monuments found or reset;

(6) All other monuments found or established
in making the survey of this subdivision or
required to be installed by the provisions of this
chapter;

(7) Name, exact width, location and/or nature
of all roads and easements, including road
approach permit numbers;

(8) The following certificates:
(a) Certificate – Cathlamet Public Works

Director.

Examined and Approved this ______ day of
______________, 20___.

__________________________
Cathlamet Public Works Director

(b) Certificate – Health Officer.

Examined and Approved this ______ day of
______________, 20___.

__________________________
Health Officer

(c) Certificate – Assessor.

Examined and Approved this ______ day of
______________, 20___.

__________________________
Wahkiakum County Assessor

(d) Certificate – Treasurer.

I hereby certify that all taxes on the land de-
scribed hereon have been fully paid to and in-
cluding the year ____________.

__________________________
Wahkiakum County Treasurer

(e) Certificate – Building Inspector.

Examined and Approved this ______ day of
______________, 20___.

______________________________
Town of Cathlamet Building Inspector

(f) Certificate – Council.

Examined and Approved this ______ day of
______________, 20___.

COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CATHLAMET

(SEAL) __________________________
Mayor

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

ATTEST: ___________________
Town Clerk

(9) The certificate and signature of the engineer
or land surveyor who platted the property, in sub-
stantially the following form:

SURVEYOR’S CERTIFICATE: This map cor-
rectly represents an actual survey of a portion
of Section ______, Township ______, Range
______, W.M., made by me or under my direc-
tion in conformance with the requirements of
the Survey Recording Act, at the request of
_________________________, in _________,
20___. 

__________________________
(SEAL) Surveyor

__________________________
Certificate Number

(10) Dedication, Acknowledgement, and
Endorsement. A full and accurate description of
the subdivided tract and the following information
shall appear in the following sequences on the final
plat, lettered in ink either by hand or mechanical
device:

(a) Owner’s Certificate.

Know all men by these presents that
___________________________, the under-
signed being owner(s) in fee simple of the land
hereby subdivided, hereby declares this subdi-
vision and dedicate(s) to the use of the public
forever, all streets or easements or whatever
public property there is shown on the plat and
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the use thereof for any and all public purposes;
also, the right to make all necessary slopes for
cuts or fills upon the lots, blocks, tracts, etc.,
shown on this plat in the reasonable original
grading of all streets, shown thereon.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto
set our hand(s) and seal(s) this ______ day of
_____________, 20___.

Signed and sealed: _____________________
Owner(s)

(b) Notary Public – Certificate and Stamp.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that on this _______ day
of ______________, 20___, before me, the un-
dersigned Notary Public, personally appeared
________________________ [owner(s)], to
me known to be the person(s) who executed
the foregoing dedication and acknowledged to
me that _________________________ signed
and sealed the same as _____________ free
and voluntary act and deed for the uses and
purposes therein mentioned.

WITNESS my hand and official seal the day
and year last above written.

____________________________________
Notary Public in and for the State of Washing-
ton, residing at ______________________.

(c) Auditor’s Certificate.

Filed for record at the request of
______________________, this _______ day
of ________________, 20___, at ________
minutes past __________ o’clock ____.M., and
recorded in volume ________, of Plats, on
page _______, Records of Wahkiakum County,
Washington.

Signed: __________________________
Wahkiakum County Auditor

Signed: __________________________
Deputy Auditor

(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.610 Final plat – General requirements.
(1) Dedications. All dedications of land shall be

clearly and precisely indicated on the face of the
final plat.

(2) Completion of Improvements. All construc-
tion of street, drainage, and utility improvements
shall be completed prior to final subdivision
approval, except as provided in CMC 17.32.470
and 17.32.480.

(3) Title Report. Every plat containing a dedi-
cation for record must be accompanied by a title
report confirming that the title of the lands as
described and shown on the final plat is in the name
of the owner(s) signing the certificate.

(4) Plats within Flood Zone. No final plat shall
be approved covering any lands situated in a flood-
control zone as provided in Chapter 86.16 RCW
without the proper written approval of the Depart-
ment of Ecology, State of Washington.

(5) Final Plat Approval. When the administra-
tor finds that the conditions of preliminary subdivi-
sion and the requirements of this chapter have been
met, (s)he shall present the plat to the town council
for final subdivision approval. The town council
shall indicate final approval by affixing their signa-
tures to the final plat.

(6) Filing for Record. The original of the final
plat shall be filed for record with the county audi-
tor. One reproducible copy of a stable base material
shall be furnished to the town public works depart-
ment. Paper copies shall be provided to the asses-
sor and the town clerk.

(7) Filing by Subdivider. Approval of the final
plat shall be null and void if the plat is not recorded
within 30 days after the date the last required sig-
nature has been obtained. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.620 Agreement for improvements.
(1) Before the town council’s approval is certi-

fied on the final plat, the subdivider shall either
install required improvements and repair any exist-
ing roads and other public facilities damaged in the
development of the subdivision, or execute and file
with the town council an agreement between him-
self and the town specifying the period within
which required improvements and repairs shall be
completed. The agreement shall provide that if the
work is not completed within the period specified,
including any approved extensions of time, the
town may complete the work and recover the full
cost and expense thereof from the subdivider. The
agreement may provide for the construction of the
improvements in units and for extension of time
under specified conditions.
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(2) In addition, the agreement must contain a
provision whereby the subdivider will be responsi-
ble for the successful operation and repair of the
improvements for a one-year period following the
inspection and acceptance by the town of this
installation; except, that all drainage improvements
shall be for a two-year period. The agreement shall
allow for the construction of pedestrian walkways
to be completed within three years of the recording
of the final plat, or immediately following the con-
struction of each residence, whichever occurs first.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.630 Agreement for improvements – 
Bond.

The subdivider shall file with the agreement set
forth in CMC 17.32.620, to assure his performance
thereof, one of the following:

(1) A surety bond executed by surety company
authorized to transact business in the state of
Washington, in a form approved by the town attor-
ney;

(2) A personal bond approved by the town
attorney, cosigned by at least one additional per-
son, together with evidence of financial responsi-
bility and resources of those signing the bond
sufficient to provide assurance of ability to proceed
in accordance with the agreement;

(3) Cash; or
(4) Letter of credit, approved by the town attor-

ney, from a financial institution stating that the
money is held for the purpose of development of
the stated project. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.640 Agreement for improvements – 
Determination of amount.

Such assurance of full performance shall be for
a sum determined by the engineer as sufficient to
cover the cost of improvements and repairs, includ-
ing related engineering and incidental expenses.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.650 Agreement for improvements – 
Failure to carry out – Call on bond 
or cash deposit.

If the subdivider fails to carry out provisions of
agreement and the town has unreimbursed costs or
expenses resulting from such failure, the town shall
call on the bond or cash deposit for reimbursement.
If the amount of the bond or cash deposit exceeds
the cost and expenses incurred, the remainder shall

be released. If the amount of the bond or cash
deposit is less than the cost and expenses incurred
by the town, the developer shall be liable to the
town for the difference. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.660 Special provisions for waivers.
It is recognized that in some cases pertaining to

particular plats circumstances may justify the
granting of waivers from the standards of this
chapter. Petitions for waiver shall describe fully
the specific waiver sought and the grounds for the
application, and shall bear the burden of proof that
approval of such application conforms to the stan-
dards of CMC 17.32.670. The planning commis-
sion shall develop separate recommendations on
waiver applications and forward them to the town
council along with the recommendation on the pre-
liminary plat. The commission’s recommendation
and the town council’s action may be for a lesser
degree of variance from a standard than sought by
the applicant, and may include conditions. (Ord.
484, 2006)

17.32.670 Waiver standards.
In order for a waiver to be recommended by the

commission and approved by the town council, it
must be determined that:

(1) There are special topographic or other phys-
ical conditions affecting the property that are not
common to other properties in the area;

(2) Hardship, as distinguished from mere
inconvenience, would result from strict compli-
ance with the standards of this chapter;

(3) The waiver complies with the spirit and
intent of this chapter and will not be detrimental to
the public health, safety, welfare or environment,
or injurious to other property in the vicinity; and

(4) A waiver will not have the effect of nullify-
ing the spirit and intent of the comprehensive plan
and land use ordinance. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.680 Fees and charges.
The fees and charges for processing preapplica-

tions, applications for preliminary and/or final plat
approval, checking and approving plans and speci-
fications, performing inspections, recording final
plats, and other administrative actions under this
chapter shall be as from time to time established by
resolution or ordinance of the town council. (Ord.
484, 2006)
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17.32.690 Enforcement.
No person shall sell or lease or transfer the own-

ership, or offer for sale, lease, or transfer of owner-
ship, any real property which is subject to this
chapter without full compliance with this chapter.
All development permits for the improvement of
any parcel which is divided without conformance
to this chapter shall be withheld until the provi-
sions of this chapter are met. (Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.700 Violations – Penalties.
It is a civil infraction for any person to violate

this chapter or assist in the violation of this chapter.
Violations are subject to a fine of $500.00 penalty.
Any violation is a public nuisance. Each day a vio-
lation exists is a separate violation. Payment of any
penalty imposed for a violation does not relieve a
person from the duty to comply with this chapter.
(Ord. 484, 2006)

17.32.710 Severability.
If any section, subsection, or other portion of

this chapter is for any reason held invalid or uncon-
stitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction,
such section, subsection, or portion thereof shall be
deemed a separate provision of this chapter and
such holding shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this chapter. (Ord. 484,
2006)

17.32.720 Effective date.
This chapter shall be in full force and effect

from the date of adoption of the ordinance codified
herein by the town council and publication as pro-
vided by law. (Ord. 484, 2006)
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Chapter 18.05

TITLE, CONTENTS AND PURPOSE

Sections:
18.05.010 Title.
18.05.020 Contents.
18.05.030 Purpose.

18.05.010 Title.
This title shall be known as the “zoning ordi-

nance of the town of Cathlamet”. (Ord. 369 § 1(1),
1995)

18.05.020 Contents.
This title consists of the text hereof together

with that certain map identified by approving sig-
natures of the mayor and the town clerk and
marked and designated as the “map of the zoning
ordinance of the town of Cathlamet,” which map is
on file in the office of the town clerk, and which
has been examined and approved by the council
and adopted as part of this title. This title and each
and all of its terms is to be read and interpreted in
the light of the contents of said map. If there is any
conflict between the map and the text, the text shall
prevail. (Ord. 369 § 1(2), 1995)

18.05.030 Purpose.
This title is for the purpose of promoting public

health, safety, and general welfare: it is part of the
comprehensive plan prepared by the planning com-
mission of the town of Cathlamet for the advanta-
geous development of the town, approved by the
council, and in accordance with the provisions and
objectives of Chapter 44 of the Laws of Washing-
ton of 1935 and any amendments thereto. (Ord.
369 § 1(3), 1995)

Chapter 18.07

AMENDMENTS TO THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

Sections:
18.07.010 Purpose and types of amendments.

Article I. Development Regulations

18.07.020 Administration of legislative 
amendments to development 
regulations.

18.07.030 Procedure for amendments to 
development regulations.

18.07.040 Submission of applications for 
amendments to development 
regulations (who may submit and 
when).

18.07.050 Requirements for a complete 
application.

18.07.060 SEPA compliance.
18.07.070 Public notice.
18.07.080 Planning commission public hearing.
18.07.090 Council action.
18.07.100 Final decision.

Article II. Comprehensive Plan Amendments

18.07.110 Administration of comprehensive plan 
amendments.

18.07.120 Submission of applications (who may 
submit and when).

18.07.130 SEPA on comprehensive plan 
amendment applications.

18.07.140 Planning commission public hearing.
18.07.150 Evaluation criteria for proposed 

amendments.
18.07.160 Town council action.
18.07.170 Final decision.

18.07.010 Purpose and types of amendments. 
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to

establish procedures for amendment of the town’s
comprehensive plan map/text and the development
regulations. 

(2) Comprehensive Land Use Plan. The com-
prehensive land use plan is defined as the general-
ized, coordinated land use policy statement of the
town, and the accompanying map, adopted under
RCW 35.63.100. 
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(3) Development Regulations. The develop-
ment regulations are the controls placed on devel-
opment or land use activities by the town, as
required by RCW 35.63.080, including, but not
limited to, the town’s codes on zoning (this title),
variances, conditional use permits, critical areas,
planned unit developments, subdivisions, binding
site plans and the shoreline master program. Pursu-
ant to RCW 35.63.125, “development regulations”
has the same meaning as set forth in RCW
36.70A.030.

(4) Types of Amendments. The applications
that will be processed under this chapter as “legis-
lative” are comprehensive plan amendments to the
comprehensive plan map or policies and develop-
ment regulation amendments. 

(5) Process. The town is required to process
such legislative amendments in this chapter under
the procedures in Chapter 35.63 RCW (not Chapter
36.70B RCW). (Ord. 584, 2016)

Article I. Development Regulations

18.07.020 Administration of legislative 
amendments to development 
regulations.

The town public works director or designee is
authorized to administer the provisions of this
chapter. The planning commission shall have the
authority to hold the public hearing on any pro-
posed legislative amendments to the development
regulations, and to provide a recommendation to
the town council. The town council shall consider
the planning commission’s recommendation
during a public meeting or a public hearing and
shall make a final decision. (RCW 35.63.120.)
(Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.030 Procedure for amendments to 
development regulations.

The following steps shall be followed in the pro-
cessing of applications for amendments to devel-
opment regulations:

(1) Director’s determination that the applica-
tion is complete (CMC 18.07.050); 

(2) SEPA (CMC 18.07.060);
(3) Notice of public hearing (CMC 18.07.070);
(4) Public hearing before the planning commis-

sion (CMC 18.07.080);
(5) Town council considers application (CMC

18.07.090); and

(6) Final decision (CMC 18.07.100). (Ord. 584,
2016)

18.07.040 Submission of applications for 
amendments to development 
regulations (who may submit and 
when).

(1) Who May Submit Applications. Any inter-
ested person, including property owners, citizens,
board of adjustment members, staff of other agen-
cies, planning commission and town council mem-
bers, may submit an application for an amendment
of a development regulation. Site-specific amend-
ments to development regulations are quasi-judi-
cial applications, which are processed according to
Chapter 18.60 CMC.

(2) When Applications May Be Submitted. The
text of the town’s adopted development regulations
may be amended at any time; provided, that the
amendment is consistent with the town’s compre-
hensive plan and land use map. (RCW 35.63.125.)
Applications that do not include the information
required in CMC 18.07.050 shall be returned to the
applicant and shall not be processed until com-
plete. (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.050 Requirements for a complete 
application.

The following materials shall be submitted to
the town for a complete application for a develop-
ment regulation amendment: 

(1) An application form provided by the town;
(2) Name, address, phone number and e-mail of

the applicant and if the applicant is not the property
owner, proof of the property owner’s consent to the
submission of the application;

(3) Name, address, phone number and e-mail of
the owner of the property identified in the applica-
tion (if applicable);

(4) A legal description of the property, if appli-
cable;

(5) A description of the proposed amendment
and any associated development proposals, if
applicable. Formal site-specific or project-related
amendments shall include plans, information
and/or studies that accurately depict existing and
proposed use(s) and improvements. Proposed site-
specific or project-related amendments that do not
specify proposed use(s) and potential impacts will
be assumed to have maximum impact to the envi-
ronment, public facilities and services;
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(6) Proposed amendatory language, preferably
shown in “bill” format (i.e., new language under-
lined; language proposed for deletion in strike-
outs);

(7) An explanation of the rationale for the pro-
posed amendment;

(8) An explanation of how the proposed
amendment and associated development pro-
posal(s) if any, conform to, conflict with, or relate
to the criteria set forth in CMC 18.07.150; 

(9) A completed SEPA checklist including the
supplement sheet for nonproject actions (if appli-
cable);

(10) Application fee as set forth in the town’s
resolution adopted for this purpose; and 

(11) Any additional information reasonably
deemed necessary by the public works director or
designee to evaluate the proposed amendment.
(Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.060 SEPA compliance.
The public works director shall issue a threshold

decision under SEPA on the application, as set
forth in Chapter 14.05 CMC (town’s SEPA ordi-
nance). (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.070 Public notice. 
(1) Notice of any public hearing on an applica-

tion for an amendment to a development regulation
process set forth in this chapter shall be given by
one publication in the official newspaper of the
town at least 10 days prior to the date of the hearing
and by posting a copy of the notice of public hear-
ing in Town Hall and on the town’s website. Addi-
tional notice may be required by state or local law
(e.g., statutory notice requirements for amend-
ments to the shoreline master program), or addi-
tional notice may be provided as deemed
appropriate by the town public works director or
designee. 

(2) The public notice shall include the follow-
ing: 

(a) The purpose(s) of the amendment;
(b) The deadline for submitting comments

on the amendment;
(c) The date set for the public hearing, a ten-

tative hearing schedule; continued hearings may be
held by the planning commission but no additional
notices need be published. (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.080 Planning commission public 
hearing.

The planning commission shall hold a public
hearing on an application for an amendment to a
development regulation and shall make a recom-
mendation to the town council, using the criteria
set forth in CMC 18.07.150, as applicable. There is
no limit on the number of public hearings or con-
tinuation of public hearings that the commission
(or town council) may hold on a proposed amend-
ment. (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.090 Council action.
The town council shall consider the proposed

amendment to the development regulations and the
planning commission’s recommendation at a regu-
larly scheduled meeting. The town council shall
also apply the criteria set forth in CMC 18.07.150,
as applicable, in order to make a final decision. The
town council may affirm, modify or disaffirm any
recommendation of the commission. (RCW
35.63.120.) (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.100 Final decision.
If the town council decides not to adopt the pro-

posed amendment to the development regulations,
it shall pass a resolution with the associated find-
ings and conclusions to support its decision. If the
town council decides to adopt the proposed amend-
ment to the development regulations, it shall adopt
an ordinance with the associated findings and con-
clusions to support its decision. (Ord. 584, 2016)

Article II. Comprehensive Plan Amendments

18.07.110 Administration of comprehensive 
plan amendments. 

(1) Legislative Amendments to the Compre-
hensive Plan. The town public works director or
designee is authorized to administer the provisions
of this chapter. The planning commission shall
have the authority to hold the public hearing on any
proposed comprehensive plan amendment(s), and
to provide a recommendation to the town council.
The town council shall consider the planning com-
mission’s recommendation during a public meet-
ing or a public hearing and make a final decision. 

(2) Development Agreement. A legislative
amendment to the comprehensive plan that is site-
specific may be approved subject to the execution,
delivery and recording of a development agree-
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ment between the town council and the property
owner of the subject property (or the legal owner of
a beneficial interest in the subject property). The
development agreement may impose conditions to
address the criteria set forth in CMC 18.07.150,
and approval of the comprehensive plan amend-
ment shall be conditioned upon performance or
compliance with the terms and conditions of the
development agreement. The town may revoke (or
take other action allowed by law) a comprehensive
plan amendment executed with a development
agreement for failure to comply with the develop-
ment agreement. An applicant proposing a compre-
hensive plan amendment with a development
agreement shall submit the proposed development
agreement with the application materials described
in CMC 18.07.050. The town will evaluate the pro-
posed development agreement together with the
proposed comprehensive plan amendment to deter-
mine whether the amendment should be approved.
(Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.120 Submission of applications (who 
may submit and when). 

(1) Who May Submit Applications for Amend-
ments Related to a Site-Specific Development Pro-
posal. Proponents of land development projects
and/or property owner(s) or their authorized repre-
sentative(s) may file an application for an amend-
ment to the comprehensive plan relating to a site-
specific proposal. The complete application shall
consist of the materials described in CMC
18.07.050. The application filing fee as set forth in
the town’s fee resolution shall accompany the
application, which shall also require the applicant
to pay for the applicant’s portion of the SEPA
review attributable to the application.

(2) Who May Suggest Amendments. Any inter-
ested person, including property owners, citizens,
board of adjustment, staff of other agencies, plan-
ning commission and town council members, may
suggest an amendment to the comprehensive plan.
Generally, suggested amendments should be lim-
ited to proposals that broadly apply to the goals,
policies and implementation strategies of the com-
prehensive plan rather than amendments designed
to address site-specific issues of limited applicabil-
ity. 

(3) Amendments Processed at the Town’s Dis-
cretion. The town shall have the discretion to deter-
mine the timing of town’s processing of
amendments to the town’s comprehensive plan. 

(4) Complete Application. Applications that do
not include the information required under CMC
18.07.050 for a complete application, or which are
not received by the deadline set forth in this sec-
tion, shall not be processed. (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.130 SEPA on comprehensive plan 
amendment applications.

The applications for comprehensive plan
amendments shall first be reviewed and assessed
by the town public works director or designee, who
shall prepare a staff report and recommendation on
each proposed amendment. The town public works
director or designee shall also be responsible for
conducting SEPA review of all such applications,
as required by Chapter 14.05 CMC. As appropri-
ate, the town public works director or designee
shall solicit comments regarding the proposed
amendments from the public and/or government
agencies. The town public works director or desig-
nee shall also be responsible for providing notice
and opportunity for public comment as deemed
appropriate, consistent with SEPA (Chapter
43.21C RCW and Chapter 197-11 WAC). Issuance
of the SEPA threshold decision on the proposed
comprehensive plan amendments shall be coordi-
nated such that if an appeal of the SEPA threshold
decision is filed, the appeal can be considered by
the town council pursuant to CMC
14.05.260(13)(a) in a public hearing, which may be
combined with the planning commission hearing
set forth in CMC 18.07.140. The town council will
render the final decision following a SEPA public
hearing on an appeal held before the council when
the council acts on the planning commission rec-
ommendation set forth in CMC 18.07.140. (Ord.
584, 2016)

18.07.140 Planning commission public 
hearing.

(1) All proposed amendments shall be reviewed
and assessed by the planning commission, which
shall make a recommendation to the town council
after holding at least one public hearing. 

(2) After the public hearing(s), the planning
commission shall develop findings and conclu-
sions to support its recommendation to the town
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council that the proposed amendment(s) be denied,
approved, or approved with conditions or modifi-
cations. (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.150 Evaluation criteria for proposed 
amendments.

The planning commission shall review the pro-
posed amendments to the comprehensive plan and
development regulations under the following crite-
ria to develop findings and conclusions to support
a recommendation: 

(1) All Amendments. All of the amendments
shall be reviewed under the following criteria: 

(a) Whether the proposed amendment(s) are
consistent with the town’s comprehensive plan
(RCW 35.63.125); 

(b) Whether circumstances related to the
proposed amendment(s) and/or the area in which it
is located have substantially changed since the
adoption of the town’s comprehensive plan; 

(c) Whether the assumptions upon which the
town’s comprehensive plan is based are no longer
valid, or whether new information is available
which was not considered during the adoption pro-
cess or any annual amendments of the town’s com-
prehensive plan; and 

(d) Whether the proposed amendment(s)
reflects current, widely held values of the residents
of the town. 

(2) Amendments for Site-Specific Proposals. In
addition to the above, any proposal for a site-spe-
cific development or amendment shall be reviewed
under the following criteria:

(a) Any proposed site-specific amend-
ment(s) shall not result in probable significant
adverse impacts to the town’s transportation net-
work, capital facilities, utilities, parks and environ-
mental features that cannot be mitigated, and will
not place uncompensated burdens upon existing or
planned service capabilities; 

(b) In the case of a site-specific amend-
ment(s) to the comprehensive plan’s land use map,
that the subject parcels are physically suitable for
the requested land use designation and the antici-
pated land use development, including, but not lim-
ited to, the following: (i) access; (ii) provision of
utilities; and (iii) compatibility with existing and
planned surrounding land uses;

(c) The proposed site-specific amendment(s)
will not create pressure to change the land use des-
ignation of other properties, unless the change of

land use designation for other properties is in the
long-term best interests of the town as a whole; and

(d) The proposed site-specific amendment(s)
does not materially affect the land use and popula-
tion growth projections that are the bases of the
comprehensive plan. (Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.160 Town council action.
The town council shall consider the proposed

comprehensive plan amendments and the planning
commission’s recommendation at a regularly
scheduled meeting. If there is an appeal of the
SEPA determination, the town council shall hold a
public hearing on the SEPA appeal and compre-
hensive plan amendment. The town council shall
also apply the criteria set forth in CMC 18.07.150
to the comprehensive plan amendment application,
as applicable, in order to make a final decision.
(Ord. 584, 2016)

18.07.170 Final decision.
If the council decides to adopt the proposed

comprehensive plan amendment, it shall adopt an
ordinance with the associated findings and conclu-
sions to support its decision. The town clerk shall
certify a copy of the comprehensive plan amend-
ment and file it with the county auditor, as required
by RCW 35.63.100 and 35.63.105. (Ord. 584,
2016)
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Chapter 18.10

DEFINITIONS

Sections:
18.10.010 Definitions – Generally.
18.10.020 Accessory building.
18.10.030 Accessory use.
18.10.040 Alley.
18.10.050 Auto court or motel.
18.10.060 Bed and breakfast.
18.10.070 Boarding house.
18.10.080 Business or commerce.
18.10.090 Building.
18.10.100 Dwellings, single-family.
18.10.110 Dwellings, multifamily and apartment 

houses.
18.10.120 Established grade.
18.10.130 Family.
18.10.140 Garage, private.
18.10.150 Garage, public.
18.10.160 Height of building.
18.10.170 Hotel.
18.10.180 Junkyard.
18.10.190 Kennel.
18.10.200 Lot.
18.10.210 Lot, corner.
18.10.220 Lot line.
18.10.230 Manufactured home.
18.10.240 Mobile home.
18.10.250 Mobile home park.
18.10.260 Nonconforming use.
18.10.270 Setback.
18.10.275 Sign.
18.10.280 Street.
18.10.290 Story.
18.10.300 Yard, front.
18.10.310 Yard, rear.
18.10.320 Yard, side.
18.10.330 This title.

18.10.010 Definitions – Generally.
For the purpose of this title, certain words and

terms are defined as follows: words used in the
present tense include the future; words in the sin-
gular number include the plural and words in the
plural include the singular number. Words not
defined herein shall be construed as defined in the
building ordinance of the town of Cathlamet, if
defined therein. (Ord. 369 § 2, 1995)

18.10.020 Accessory building.
“Accessory building” means a subordinate use

or building customarily incident to the main use of
a lot or building. (Ord. 369 § 2(1), 1995)
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18.10.030 Accessory use.
“Accessory use” means a subordinate building

customarily incident to and located upon the same
lot occupied by the main use or building. (Ord. 369
§ 2(2), 1995)

18.10.040 Alley.
“Alley” means a street or public way which

affords only secondary means of access to abutting
property. (Ord. 369 § 2(3), 1995)

18.10.050 Auto court or motel.
“Auto court” or “motel” means a building used

as a temporary abiding place of individuals and
where provision is made for parking of cars adja-
cent thereof. (Ord. 369 § 2(4), 1995)

18.10.060 Bed and breakfast.
“Bed and breakfast” means a building or group

of buildings on a lot, in which rooms are rented for
transient lodging, where: (1) no more than five
rooms are available for such rental, and (2) where
breakfast is the only meal served, and it is served
only to lodgers, not to the general public. (Ord. 369
§ 2(5), 1995)

18.10.070 Boarding house.
“Boarding house” means a building in which not

more than five roomers, lodgers, or boarders are
housed and fed for compensation, except that
“boarding house” shall not include nursing homes,
rest homes, or convalescent homes. (Ord. 369
§ 2(6), 1995)

18.10.080 Business or commerce.
The word “business” or the word “commerce”

when used in this title means in the purchase, sale,
barter or exchange of services, goods, wares or
merchandise; and the maintenance or operation of
offices, recreational or amusement enterprises.
(Ord. 369 § 2(7), 1995)

18.10.090 Building.
“Building” means a structure having a roof sup-

port by columns or walls. When separated by a
division wall without opening, each portion of such
building shall be deemed a separate building. (Ord.
369 § 2(8), 1995)

18.10.100 Dwellings, single-family.
“Single-family dwellings” means a building

arranged or designed to be occupied by not more
than one family. (Ord. 369 § 2(9), 1995)

18.10.110 Dwellings, multifamily and 
apartment houses.

“Multifamily dwellings” and “apartment
houses” mean buildings containing more than one
kitchen and designed to be occupied by two or
more families living independently of each other,
including duplexes. (Ord. 369 § 2(10), 1995)

18.10.120 Established grade.
“Established grade” means the curb line grade at

the front lot lines as established by the council of
the town of Cathlamet. (Ord. 369 § 2(11), 1995)

18.10.130 Family.
“Family” means one or more people occupying

premises as a single housekeeping unit and doing
their cooking on the premises. (Ord. 369 § 2(12),
1995)

18.10.140 Garage, private.
“Private garage” means a garage with the capac-

ity for not more than three self-propelled vehicles
and uses for storage only. (Ord. 369 § 2(13), 1995)

18.10.150 Garage, public.
“Public garage” means any premises used for

the storage or housing of more than three self-pro-
pelled vehicles, or where such vehicles are
repaired, sold or kept for hire. (Ord. 369 § 2(14),
1995)

18.10.160 Height of building.
The “height of buildings” is the vertical distance

at the center of a building’s principal front, mea-
sured from the established grade to the highest
point of the roof beams in the case of flat roofs, to
the deck line of mansard roofs or to the center
height between eaves and ridges for gables, hip or
gambrel roofs. For buildings set back from the
street line, the height may be measured from the
average elevation of the finished grade along the
front of the building. (Ord. 369 § 2(15), 1995)
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18.10.170 Hotel.
“Hotel” means a building containing six or more

guest rooms occupied as more or less temporary
abiding place of individuals who are lodged for
compensation with or without meals, there being
normally no individual kitchen facilities for said
lodgers. (Ord. 369 § 2(16), 1995)

18.10.180 Junkyard.
“Junkyard” means the use of a lot, or a plot of

ground, for the storage, keeping, and abandonment
of junk, including scrap metals or other scrap mate-
rials; or the use of any area for the dismantling,
demolition, or abandonment of automobiles or
other vehicles, machinery or parts thereof. This
definition shall not be deemed to include uses con-
ducted entirely within a building or the outdoor
display and sale of used automobiles in good oper-
able condition. (Ord. 369 § 2(17), 1995)

18.10.190 Kennel.
“Kennel” means any land, building or structure

in which four or more dogs of at least six months of
age are harbored. (Ord. 369 § 2(18), 1995)

18.10.200 Lot.
“Lot” means land occupied or to be occupied by

a building and its accessory buildings including
such open spaces as are required under this title,
and having frontage upon a street or alley. (Ord.
369 § 2(19), 1995)

18.10.210 Lot, corner.
“Corner lot” means a lot of which at least two

adjacent sides abut for their full length upon a
street. (Ord. 369 § 2(20), 1995)

18.10.220 Lot line.
“Lot line” means the line bounding a lot as

defined in the deed or plat. (Ord. 369 § 2(21),
1995)

18.10.230 Manufactured home.
“Manufactured home” means a single-family

dwelling on one or more chassis for towing to the
point of use, designed to be used as a dwelling unit
and which bears an insignia issued by a state or fed-
eral regulatory agency indicating that the manufac-
tured home complies with all applicable
construction standards of the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development definition of
manufactured home. (Ord. 374 § 1, 1996; Ord. 369
§ 2(22A), 1995)

18.10.240 Mobile home.
“Mobile home” means any structure or vehicle

used or designed to be used for living or sleeping,
and placed on or so constructed as to be capable of
being placed on wheels or other running gear so
that it may be readily moved from place to place;
or as defined in Chapter 15.20 CMC. This defini-
tion includes “house trailer,” “trailer coach,”
“mobile home,” and similar terms. (Ord. 374 § 1,
1996; Ord. 369 § 2(22B), 1995)

18.10.250 Mobile home park.
“Mobile home park” means an area of land used

or designed to be used for the occupancy of mobile
homes. (Ord. 369 § 2(23), 1995)

18.10.260 Nonconforming use.
“Nonconforming use” means a building or land

occupied by a use that does not conform with the
regulations of the district in which it is situated.
(Ord. 369 § 2(24), 1995)

18.10.270 Setback.
“Setback” means the minimum horizontal dis-

tance between the property line and the building or
any projection thereof, excluding steps and porches
not over 42 inches high nor exceeding 10 percent
by area of the building space in the front yard.
(Ord. 369 § 2(25), 1995)

18.10.275 Sign.
“Sign” means a medium for visual communica-

tion, including its structure and component parts, to
convey a message or advocacy for a product, place,
activity, business, event, good, service, religion, or
land use. (Ord. 561, 2013)

18.10.280 Street.
“Street” means a public or private thoroughfare

which affords the principal means of access to
abutting property. (Ord. 369 § 2(26), 1995)

18.10.290 Story.
“Story” means that portion of a building

included between the surface of any floor and the
surface of the floor next above it, or if there be no
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floor above it, then the space between such floor
and the ceiling next above it; and not including a
basement. (Ord. 369 § 2(27), 1995)

18.10.300 Yard, front.
“Front yard” means an open unoccupied space

in the same lot with a building, between the front
line of the building (exclusive of steps) and the
front property line. The yard on the side or sides of
a house from which public pedestrian traffic is
most likely to enter or approach the house. (Ord.
369 § 2(28), 1995)

18.10.310 Yard, rear.
“Rear yard” means an open unoccupied space

on the same lot with a building between the rear
line of the building (excluding steps, porches and
accessory buildings) and the rear line of the lot.
(Ord. 369 § 2(29), 1995)

18.10.320 Yard, side.
“Side yard” means an open unoccupied space on

the same lot with a building between the side of the
building and the side lot of the same lot, but not
including frontage on two streets as with a corner
lot. (Ord. 369 § 22(30), 1995)

18.10.330 This title.
Whenever the term “this title” is used herein, it

shall be deemed to include where the context per-
mits, any and all amendments thereto as the same
be hereafter from time to time adopted. (Ord. 369
§ 2(31), 1995)

Chapter 18.15

ZONING DISTRICTS

Sections:
18.15.010 Established.

18.15.010 Established.
For the purpose of this title the town of Cath-

lamet is hereby divided into three districts, as fol-
lows:

(Ord. 388, 1998; Ord. 369 § 3, 1995)

Description Symbol Typical Uses

Residential District  R Single-family dwelling, 
associated public and 
quasi-public uses; and 
two-family, multifamily, 
boarding houses, 
apartment houses, 
associated public and 
quasi-public uses.

Commercial District  C Retail activities, motels, 
hotels, etc.

Commercial/Industrial 
District

CI Retail activities, motels, 
hotels, service stations, 
etc.; and warehousing, 
fabricating, 
manufacturing, and 
wholesale sales.
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Chapter 18.20

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS (R)

Sections:
18.20.010 Primary uses.
18.20.020 Accessory uses.
18.20.030 Conditional uses.
18.20.040 Prohibited uses.
18.20.050 Dimensional standards.
18.20.060 Off-street parking.
18.20.070 Signs and sidewalks.

18.20.010 Primary uses.
(1) Single-family dwellings, but not to exceed

one dwelling on any one lot, provided the lot abuts
on a public street; provided further, that the board
may grant a variance to this regulation and grant
approval to secure a building permit upon making
the finding that the private easement is of adequate
width, alignment, grade and length to afford the
same degree of public safety as a public street.

(2) Churches, libraries, museums, schools, bed
and breakfasts, parks and playgrounds, under con-
ditions set forth in Chapter 18.55 CMC.

(3) Home occupations and other uses as
described in CMC 18.35.040 and hereafter in this
title. (Ord. 369 § 4(A), 1995)

18.20.020 Accessory uses.
(1) One attached or freestanding private double

garage or carport per dwelling unit, and one private
garage or carport per roomer or lodger;

(2) Other accessory buildings not exceeding a
total of 300 square feet of gross area;

(3) Rooms may be rented to not more than two
people in addition to the family occupying the sin-
gle-family dwelling provided applicable ordi-
nances of the town are obeyed;

(4) Temporary construction offices within a
tract or subdivision on which buildings are being
erected, but only for the duration of active con-
struction;

(5) Agricultural uses including not more than
two goats, but with the exception of raising other
livestock or poultry;

(6) Not more than one each of a boat, camping
or recreational trailer, or truck (other than a pickup
truck) may be stored in the rear yard area of any
one zoning lot with a house on it;

(7) Signs.
(a) Temporary unlighted signs not exceeding

six square feet in area pertaining to the leasing,
rental, or sale of the building or premises when
located on the particular building or the premises
involved;

(b) Unlighted signs indicating professional
services, the renting of rooms and home occupa-
tions, not exceeding two square feet in area;

(c) Temporary unlighted political signs not
exceeding six square feet in area;

(8) Fences and Hedges.
(a) Front Yard.

(i) If fence or hedge is within 10 feet of
the property line, then the fence or hedge shall be a
maximum of 42 inches in height, measured from
the established street centerline; provided, how-
ever, that if the fence be composed of chain link or
wire and transparent to the eye, it may be a maxi-
mum of 60 inches in height;

(ii) If the fence or hedge is set 10 feet or
more back from the right-of-way, then its maxi-
mum height shall be 60 inches, measured from the
average elevation of the finished grade of the fence
or hedge;

(iii) On a corner lot, fences or hedges
shall be limited to 36 inches in height for a distance
of 15 feet from the intersection of the property lines
abutting the street, and to 42 inches in height for
the remainder of the front yard facing on both
streets. Height shall be measured from the estab-
lished centerline of the street unless the fences or
hedges are set back from the road 10 feet or more,
in which case it shall be measured from the average
elevation of the finished grade of the fence or
hedge;

(b) Side yard: maximum height, six feet;
(c) Rear yard: maximum height, six feet;

(9) Covered Patios.
(a) A freestanding covered patio must meet

the standards of this chapter. If the patio is attached
to a dwelling it is to be considered as part of the
dwelling;

(b) Height limit: 10 feet; provided, that a
fireplace flue may extend above the maximum
height limit to a height of not over 13 feet;

(c) Area limit: must not exceed 300 square
feet of gross floor area;

(10) Swimming Pools. All pools must be
located behind the front yard setback line and the
yard or area around them must be enclosed by a
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fence of not less than five feet in height. A setback
from all side and rear property lines of at least five
feet must be maintained. (Ord. 369 § 4(B), 1995)

18.20.030 Conditional uses.
(1) Public schools and private schools offering

curricula similar to public schools, under condi-
tions set forth in Chapter 18.55 CMC;

(2) Churches under conditions set forth in
Chapter 18.55 CMC;

(3) Municipal buildings under conditions set
forth in Chapter 18.55 CMC;

(4) Telephone exchanges, electric substations,
and similar uses of public utility corporations, pro-
vided they are either: (a) completely enclosed
within buildings which conform to and harmonize
with surrounding buildings as to type of architec-
ture and landscaping and comply with the setback
requirements of the R zone, or (b) if the use is of an
outdoor nature, such as a neighborhood substation,
it shall be completely enclosed in a view-obscuring
fence or hedge, with the exterior grounds land-
scaped; such enclosure to meet the following set-
back requirements: front yard, 30 feet; side yard,
20 feet; and rear yard, 10 feet if abutting an alley,
otherwise 20 feet;

(5) Home occupations under conditions set
forth in Chapter 18.55 CMC;

(6) Clinics, hospitals, and sanitariums, except
those for inebriates, the insane, or those suffering
from mental conditions, under conditions set forth
in Chapter 18.55 CMC;

(7) Professional office buildings for attorneys,
physicians, dentists, accountants, professional en-
gineers, or architects under conditions set forth in
Chapter 18.55 CMC, and provided the following
special conditions are also met: maximum building
height, one story; minimum side yard, 10 feet; one
off-street parking space for each 200 square feet of
floor area located to the rear of the front yard set-
back line;

(8) School and studios for group instructions
under conditions set forth in Chapter 18.55 CMC;

(9) Kindergarten, child care, preschool, and
nursery schools under conditions set forth in Chap-
ter 18.55 CMC;

(10) Manufactured homes on individual lots
shall comply with the following performance stan-
dards:

(a) Is comprised of at least two fully
enclosed parallel sections. Total square feet of liv-
ing area minimum of 1,000 square feet;

(b) Was originally constructed with and now
has a composition or wood shake or shingle, coated
metal, or similar roof of not less than 3:12 pitch;

(c) Has exterior siding similar in appearance
to siding materials commonly used on conven-
tional site-built, state Uniform Building Code, sin-
gle-family residences;

(d) The manufactured home shall be placed
on an excavated and backfilled concrete or block
foundation and enclosed at the perimeter such that
the manufactured home is not more than 12 inches
above grade. The perimeter of the foundation shall
be skirted with concrete block or masonry;

(e) The location of manufactured structures
on real property within the town of Cathlamet shall
be subject to the conditions hereinafter set forth.
These standards shall not apply to any manufac-
tured structure lawfully placed prior to the adop-
tion of these standards.

(i) No manufactured structure shall be
placed in the corporate limits of Cathlamet, or
floodplain (FP) zone without a conditional use per-
mit issued by the board of adjustment, provided no
conditional use permit shall be separately required
in a manufactured home park;

(ii) All manufactured structures must
meet the Washington State Building Codes. A
manufactured structure which was placed and
maintained upon real property prior to annexation
of said real property by the town of Cathlamet shall
be a prior nonconforming use pursuant to this title;

(iii) All manufactured homes shall be
landscaped within one year from the time of set up.
(Ord. 374 § 2, 1996; Ord. 369 § 4(C), 1995)

18.20.040 Prohibited uses.
(1) Stables, kennels, poultry, rabbits (except as

pets) and livestock;
(2) Mobile homes used for dwelling purposes

which do not conform to provisions of Chapter
15.20 CMC;

(3) Repair, storage, and parking of log trucks
and trailers, and other trucks and trailers in excess
of 12,000 pounds gross weight;

(4) Commercial and industrial uses other than
home occupations as listed below:
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(a) Custom dressmaking, millinery, tailor-
ing, sewing of custom apparel and home furnish-
ings;

(b) Teaching of piano, voice, or dancing;
limited to a total of four pupils simultaneously;

(c) Fine arts studio in which are created only
individual works of art;

(d) Rooming and boarding of not more than
two people, exclusive of the resident family;

(e) Beauty salon, provided the business is
limited to the operation of no more than four dry-
ers;

(f) Locksmithing.
Car repair service and all other unlisted uses are

not permitted in residential zones. (Ord. 369
§ 4(D), 1995)

18.20.050 Dimensional standards.
(1) Minimum lot area: 7,500 square feet; mini-

mum width of lot at building lines: 70 feet; mini-
mum lot depth: 90 feet, maximum building height:
two stories or 35 feet; maximum land coverage: 44
percent for any dwelling and all buildings. Lots
already established at time of the passage of the
ordinance codified in this title, if smaller than min-
imum, need not meet minimum requirements.

(2) Minimum setback distances: 20 feet for
front yard, 20 feet for rear yard, and five feet for
side yard; provided, that at least 10 feet shall be
provided between the extreme portions of any adja-
cent structures.

For buildings on corner lots, the setback shall be
front yard setback on both streets and there shall be
at least one rear yard setback. For corner lots less
than 70 feet wide at time of adoption of the ordi-
nance codified in this title, the setbacks may be
one-third of total lot width, but in no case less than
five feet from an adjoining lot or 10 feet from an
adjacent street right-of-way line, except that any
garage or carport shall be set back at least 20 feet.

Exception to minimum setbacks on the south
side of Columbia Street, buildings need not exceed
10 feet for setback because of the topography of the
land.

(3) Maximum setback distance: not more than
10 feet further than average of existing dwellings
on adjoining properties or further than one-third
the depth of zoning lot, whichever is the greater.

(4) Curb openings for driveways shall not
exceed 12 feet for single garage or 20 feet for a
double garage. (Ord. 369 § 4(E), 1995)

18.20.060 Off-street parking.
One off-street parking place shall be required

for each dwelling unit in a multifamily dwelling
and two off-street parking places for each single-
family residence with the exception of one space
on existing 50-foot by 100-foot lots when adjacent
lots are not under ownership. (Ord. 369 § 4(F),
1995)

18.20.070 Signs and sidewalks.
No signs, exhibits, benches, or other objects

may be placed on a sidewalk if such object extends
more than three feet from the building adjacent to
which they are placed. (Ord. 369 § 4(G), 1995)
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Chapter 18.25

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (C)

Sections:
18.25.010 Permitted uses.
18.25.020 Prohibited uses.
18.25.030 Height limit.
18.25.040 Front yards, side yards, and rear yards.
18.25.050 Dimensional standards – Minimum lot 

area.
18.25.070 Signs and sidewalks.

18.25.010 Permitted uses.
In the commercial district (C), no building shall

be hereafter erected, unless otherwise provided in
this title, except for one or more of the uses
described in CMC 18.35.040, and listed below.

(1) Any use permitted in the residential district,
provided regulations pertaining thereto as hereto-
fore provided are complied with: namely site, area,
open space, yards, height limit and permits;

(2) Retail stores and shops such as are usually
needed to serve a residential district, such as:

Grocery stores;
Meat shops;
Retail bakery;
Banks and businesses;
Clothing and general merchandise stores, retail;
Laundries, laundromats, clothes cleaning and

pressing;
Hotels and motels;
Lumber yards and building materials, coal and

fuel stores; providing, that the yard regulations of
this district be observed; and provided further, that
no such lumber yards, building material yards, coal
and fuel stores shall be maintained closer than 100
feet to the side line of the residential district;

Locksmiths, shoe and other clothing repair
shops;

Markets;
Manufacturing, production or treatment of prod-

ucts only when clearly incidental to the conduct of
a retail business conducted on the premises;

Parking lots;
Professional or business offices;
Police or fire stations;
Printing establishments and newspaper printing;
Restaurants, cafeterias and catering businesses;
Sales rooms for articles of merchandise;
Studios;

Tourist camps, only when a permit has been
obtained from the planning commission;

Theaters, dance halls, skating rinks, or other
commercial amusement places, only when a permit
therefor has been obtained from the planning com-
mission;

Other retail enterprises that do not impair envi-
ronmental quality and the lifestyle of the commu-
nity and to this end such industries shall be allowed
only when a permit therefor has been obtained
from the planning commission. (Ord. 369 § 5,
1995)

18.25.020 Prohibited uses.
In the commercial district, all buildings and

premises may be used for any use except the fol-
lowing:

Uses which would be prohibited in the commer-
cial/industrial district, Chapter 18.30 CMC;

Places of business involving the manufacture or
repair of vehicles, heavy equipment, or vehicle
engines;

Warehouses or storage rental buildings;
Vehicle, trailer, or manufactured home sale lots;
Stables, kennels, pigeons, poultry, rabbits and

livestock;
Mobile homes used for dwelling purposes

which do not conform to provisions of Chapter
15.20 CMC;

Repair, storage, and parking of log trucks and
trailers, and other trucks and trailers in excess of
12,000 pounds gross weight. (Ord. 369 § 5, 1995)

18.25.030 Height limit.
Whenever any commercial district building is

located within, or is adjacent on two sides or more
to, any residential district, the building in such
commercial district shall be limited to one story in
height; provided, however, that the town council
may allow additional stories to be built by special
permit and consent after examination of the loca-
tion and upon due proof to the satisfaction of the
town council that such additional height will not be
unduly detrimental to adjacent and surrounding
property. In any event maximum height shall not
exceed 50 feet, as measured from street center line
adjacent to front of building. (Ord. 369 § 5, 1995)
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18.25.040 Front yards, side yards, and rear 
yards.

No yards are required except for lots the side
lines for which are adjacent to any residential dis-
trict, in which case the regulations shall be the
same as in the residential district as to such lines
except that where premises are not served with an
alley, space shall be provided on the premises for
all necessary loading and unloading of vehicles
other than private passenger vehicles. (Ord. 369
§ 5, 1995)

18.25.050 Dimensional standards – Minimum 
lot area.

Minimum lot area in the commercial district is
5,000 square feet. Lots already established at the
time of the passage of the ordinance codified in this
section, if smaller than minimum, need not meet
this minimum requirement. (Ord. 410 § 1, 2000;
Ord. 369 § 5, 1995)

18.25.070 Signs and sidewalks.
(1) Except as otherwise provided in CMC

12.10.010 for a certain portion of Main Street, no
private signs, exhibits, benches or other objects
may be placed on a sidewalk unless such object
extends no more than three feet from the building
adjacent to which they are placed; and provided,
that there is at least four feet of free passage.

(2) Private or commercial signs will not exceed
a total of 24 square feet per premises on or attached
to exterior walls. Additional private or commercial
signs are allowed as window displays. Additional
noncommercial external signs for public safety are
allowed to a limit of an additional 12 square feet.

(3) No sign may extend above the roofline or
parapet. Extension of blade signs may not exceed
four feet from the premises and must be located
above the ground story of the premises.

(4) Private banners and signs may not extend
across any town right-of-way unless approved
under a conditional use permit.

(5) Externally illuminated signs are allowed at
all hours but internally illuminated signs on the
exterior of the premises must be turned off during
non-operating hours. External neon, LED or simi-
lar illuminated signs, or flashing signs are not
allowed. Neon, LED or similar illuminated signs,
and internally illuminated signs are allowed as
window displays; provided, that they are turned off
during non-operating hours.

(6) Pole signs are allowed; provided, that they
are a minimum of one story high and provided the
premises has a minimum of 20-foot setback and
one parking space for each 200 square feet of pub-
lic area within the premises. The square foot limita-
tion of 24 square feet applies to cumulative area of
pole signs with exterior signs.

(7) Signs that move may be allowed under a
conditional use permit. Signs that must exceed the
area restrictions of this provision because of unique
circumstances associated with distances, topogra-
phy, location or obstructions may be allowed under
a conditional use permit. Signs in furtherance of
events sanctioned by the town council may be
allowed under a conditional use permit.

(8) Notwithstanding contrary provisions of
CMC 18.45.010, those requirements for turning off
internally illuminated and neon, LED or similar
illuminated signs during non-operating hours shall
apply to any lawfully erected nonconforming sign,
even though already installed at the time of the pas-
sage of the ordinance codified in this section.
Alteration, enlargement, replacement, or modifica-
tion of a lawfully erected nonconforming sign ren-
ders such sign illegal and requires conformance
with all provisions contained in this section. (Ord.
561, 2013)
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Chapter 18.30

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
DISTRICT (CI)

Sections:
18.30.010 Permitted uses.
18.30.020 Prohibited uses.
18.30.030 Junkyards.
18.30.040 Height limit.
18.30.050 Front yards, side yards and rear yards.
18.30.060 Dimensional standards – Minimum lot 

area.
18.30.070 Signs and sidewalks.

18.30.010 Permitted uses.
In the commercial/industrial district (CI), no

building shall be hereafter erected, unless other-
wise provided in this title, except for one or more
of the following uses:

(1) Any use permitted in the residential district,
provided regulations pertaining thereto as hereto-
fore provided are complied with: namely site, area,
open space, yards, height limit and permits;

(2) Any use permitted in the commercial dis-
trict, provided regulations pertaining thereto as
heretofore provided are complied with: namely
site, area, height limit, open space, yards, and per-
mits. (Ord. 369 § 6, 1995)

18.30.020 Prohibited uses.
In the CI district, all buildings and premises may

be used for any use except the following:
(1) Uses which have been declared nuisances

by any court of record or may be obnoxious or
offensive by reason of emission of dust, smoke,
gas, odors or noise;

(2) Manufacturing which uses chemicals or
materials which may cause undue fire or explosive
hazards;

(3) Arsenals;
(4) Tanning, curing, or storage of raw hides or

skins. (Ord. 369 § 6, 1995)

18.30.030 Junkyards.
Junkyards may be constructed and used only by

special permit and consent of the town council, and
then only when enclosed by a board fence of at
least 10 feet high, as measured from center grade
line of adjoining street. (Ord. 369 § 6, 1995)

18.30.040 Height limit.
Whenever any commercial/industrial district

building is located within or is adjacent on two
sides or more, to any residential district, the build-
ing in such commercial district shall be limited to
one story in height; provided, however, that the
town council may allow additional stories to be
built by special permit and consent after examina-
tion of the location and upon due proof to the satis-
faction of the town council that such additional
height will not be unduly detrimental to adjacent
and surrounding property. In any event maximum
height shall not exceed 50 feet, as measured from
street center line adjacent to front of building.
(Ord. 369 § 6, 1995)

18.30.050 Front yards, side yards and rear 
yards.

No yards are required except for lots the side
lines for which are adjacent to any residential dis-
trict, in which case the regulations shall be the
same as in the residential district as to such lines
except that where premises are not served with an
alley, space shall be provided on the premises for
all necessary loading and unloading of vehicles
other than private passenger vehicles. (Ord. 369
§ 6, 1995)

18.30.060 Dimensional standards – Minimum 
lot area.

Minimum lot area in the commercial/industrial
district is 5,000 square feet. Lots already estab-
lished at the time of the passage of the ordinance
codified in this section, if smaller than minimum,
need not meet this minimum requirement. (Ord.
410 § 1, 2000; Ord. 369 § 6, 1995)

18.30.070 Signs and sidewalks.
(1) Except as otherwise provided in CMC

12.10.010 for a certain portion of Main Street, no
private signs, exhibits, benches or other objects
may be placed on a sidewalk unless such object
extends no more than three feet from the building
adjacent to which they are placed; and provided,
that there is at least four feet of free passage.

(2) Private or commercial signs will not exceed
a total of 24 square feet per premises on or attached
to exterior walls. Additional private or commercial
signs are allowed as window displays. Additional
noncommercial external signs for public safety are
allowed to a limit of an additional 12 square feet.
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(3) No sign may extend above the roofline or
parapet. Extension of blade signs may not exceed
four feet from the premises and must be located
above the ground story of the premises.

(4) Private banners and signs may not extend
across any town right-of-way unless approved
under a conditional use permit.

(5) Externally illuminated signs are allowed at
all hours but internally illuminated signs on the
exterior of the premises must be turned off during
non-operating hours. External neon, LED or simi-
lar illuminated signs, or flashing signs are not
allowed. Neon, LED or similar illuminated signs,
and internally illuminated signs are allowed as
window displays; provided, that they are turned off
during non-operating hours.

(6) Pole signs are allowed; provided, that they
are a minimum of one story high and provided the
premises has a minimum of 20-foot setback and
one parking space for each 200 square feet of pub-
lic area within the premises. The square foot limita-
tion of 24 square feet applies to cumulative area of
pole signs with exterior signs.

(7) Signs that move may be allowed under a
conditional use permit. Signs that must exceed the
area restrictions of this provision because of unique
circumstances associated with distances, topogra-
phy, location or obstructions may be allowed under
a conditional use permit. Signs in furtherance of
events sanctioned by the town council may be
allowed under a conditional use permit.

(8) Notwithstanding contrary provisions of
CMC 18.45.010, those requirements for turning off
internally illuminated and neon, LED or similar
illuminated signs during non-operating hours shall
apply to any lawfully erected nonconforming sign,
even though already installed at the time of the pas-
sage of the ordinance codified in this section.
Alteration, enlargement, replacement, or modifica-
tion of a lawfully erected nonconforming sign ren-
ders such sign illegal and requires conformance
with all provisions contained in this section. (Ord.
561, 2013)

Chapter 18.32

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS

Sections:
18.32.010 Definitions
18.32.020 Adult entertainment business zone.

18.32.010 Definitions.
(1) “Adult entertainment” shall mean any dance,

amusement, show, display exhibition, pantomime,
modeling of any type for the use or benefit of a
member or members of the public or advertised for
the use or benefit of a member of the public where
such is characterized by the performer’s nudity or
the exhibition of specified sexual activities, or
which emphasizes and seeks to arouse or excite the
patron’s sexual desires.

(2) “Adult entertainment business” shall mean
an adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult novelty
store, adult video store, adult motion picture the-
ater, and exotic dance studio, more specifically
defined as follows:

(a) “Adult arcade” shall mean an establish-
ment where, for any form of consideration, one or
more still or motion picture projectors, slide pro-
jectors, computer-generated or enhanced pornog-
raphy, panoram, peep show, or similar machines,
or other image-producing machines, for personal
viewing, are used to show films, motion pictures,
video cassettes, slides, or other photographic
reproductions which provide materials for individ-
ual viewing by patrons on the premises of the busi-
ness which are characterized by the depiction or
description of nudity or specified sexual activities.
“Panoram” or “peep show” means any device
which, upon insertion of a coin or by any other
means, exhibits or displays a picture or view by
film, video, or by any other means.

(b) “Adult bookstore,” “adult novelty store,”
or “adult video store” shall mean a commercial
establishment which has as a significant or sub-
stantial portion of its stock-in-trade or revenues;
“substantial” meaning 20 percent or more, for any
form of consideration, books, magazines, periodi-
cals, or other printed matter, or photographs, films,
motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other
photographic reproductions or visual representa-
tions which are characterized by the depiction or
description of nudity or specified sexual activities.
It shall be a rebuttable presumption that 20 percent
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of a business’s stock-in-trade or revenues is con-
sidered substantial. An establishment may have
other principal business purposes that do not
involve the offering for sale or rent of materials
depicting or describing nudity or specified sexual
activities, and still be categorized as an adult book-
store, adult novelty store, or adult video store. Such
other business purposes will not serve to exempt
such establishments from being categorized as an
adult bookstore, adult novelty store, or adult video
store so long as one of its principal business pur-
poses is offering for sale or rental, for some form of
consideration, the specified materials which depict
or describe nudity or specified sexual activities.

(c) “Adult motion picture theater” shall
mean a commercial establishment where films,
motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or similar
photographic reproductions characterized by the
depiction or description of nudity or specified sex-
ual activities are regularly shown for any form of
consideration.

(d) “Exotic dance studio,” also known as
“topless bar” and “adult cabaret,” shall mean a
nightclub, bar, restaurant, or other commercial
establishment to which any member of the public is
invited or admitted and where an entertainer pro-
vides live adult entertainment performances to any
member of the public.

(3) “Specified sexual activities” shall mean:
(a) Human genitals in a state of sexual stim-

ulation or arousal;
(b) Acts of human masturbation, sexual

intercourse, or sodomy;
(c) Fondling or other erotic touching of

human genitals, pubic region, buttock, or female
breast.

(4) “Nudity” shall mean the showing of the
human male or female genitals or pubic area, the
showing of the female breast with less than a fully
opaque covering of any part of the nipple, or the
showing of the covered male genitals in a discern-
ibly turgid state. (Ord. 406 § 1, 2000)

18.32.020 Adult entertainment business zone.
Adult entertainment businesses may not be

engaged in business except in the adult entertain-
ment business zone, which is hereby created. The
adult entertainment business zone shall consist of
all land zoned as commercial/industrial in the town
of Cathlamet which is south of and fronting on
Commercial Street between Broadway and the

alley from Front Street with a minimum setback for
any such adult entertainment businesses of 100 feet
from both Broadway and the alley from Front
Street. (Ord. 406 § 2, 2000)
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Chapter 18.35

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections:
18.35.010 Front yard.
18.35.020 Side yards.
18.35.030 Rear yards.
18.35.040 Permitted uses of land.

18.35.010 Front yard.
Where any front yard is required, no building

shall be hereafter erected or altered so that any por-
tion thereof shall be nearer the front property line
than the distance indicated by the depth of the
required front yard except that eaves, cornices,
steps, terraces, not over 10 percent of the ground
area and fences, hedges not over 42 inches high
may be allowed within a front yard. No dwelling
shall be set back more than 10 feet further than the
average of adjoining property dwellings. (Ord. 369
§ 7(1), 1995)

18.35.020 Side yards. 
Where any specified side yard is required, no

building shall be hereafter erected or altered so that
any portion thereof shall be nearer the side lot line
than the distance indicated by the width of the
required side yard.

Hedges or fences not over 72 inches high may
occupy a side yard. The town council may, upon
the joint request of the owners of adjoining proper-
ties, permit the erection of private garages or other
outbuildings upon or immediately adjacent to the
division line between the two properties or after an
examination it is clear that such permission will not
be unduly detrimental to adjacent and surrounding
property, nor the zone in which such permission is
granted. Permits granted under the foregoing pro-
vision shall be limited to the life of the structure or
structures for which the permit is issued. (Ord. 369
§ 7(2), 1995)

18.35.030 Rear yards.
A building may be built within a rear yard, pro-

vided the required total open space area is not
exceeded; and provided further, no such building
shall be constructed within five feet from the rear
property line. No accessory building or buildings
shall cover more than 50 percent of the area of the
rear yard. (Ord. 369 § 7(3), 1995)
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18.35.040 Permitted uses of land.

* H.O.= Home Occupation

(Ord. 486 § 1, 2006; Ord. 369, 1995)

USE ZONE

Residential Commercial  Industrial

Adult films,
books, dancing No No Conditional

Apartment Yes Conditional Conditional

Arcade, rink,
other public 
amusement No Conditional Conditional

Auto sales, retail No No Yes

Auto repair/
maintenance No Conditional Yes

Bed and breakfast Conditional Yes Yes

Boardinghouse Yes Conditional Conditional

Butcher shop No Yes Yes

Car, trailer,
mobile home lot No No Yes

Caterer No Yes Yes

Church Conditional Yes Yes

Clinic, hospital Conditional Conditional Yes

Clothing store, retail No Yes Yes

Cobbler H.O.* Yes Yes

Day care Conditional Yes Yes

Duplex Yes Yes Yes

Fire station or 
substation Conditional Yes Yes

Gasoline station No Conditional Yes

General merchandise 
store, retail No Yes Yes

Grocery store No Yes Yes

Home occupation, 
Ch. 18.55 CMC With permit With permit With permit

Hotel No Yes Yes

Junkyard No No See CMC 
18.30.030

Livestock/kennel No No Yes

Locksmith H.O.* Yes Yes

Lumberyard or 
building material
store, retail No Special; see 

CMC 
18.25.010

Special; see 
CMC 
18.25.010

Manufacturing, 
treatment, 
production of 
products No No Conditional

Market No Yes Yes

Motel or auto court Conditional Yes Yes

Multifamily 
dwelling Yes Yes Yes

Municipal building Conditional Yes Yes

Museum Conditional Yes Yes

Nursery school Conditional Yes Yes

Parking lot, for 
profit No Yes Yes

Police station No Yes Yes

Pre-school Conditional Yes Yes

Printing shop No Yes Yes

Professional office Conditional Yes Yes

Public utility

substation See Ch. 
18.55 CMC

See Ch. 
18.55 CMC

See Ch. 
18.55 CMC

Repair of vehicles, 
heavy machinery No No Yes

Restaurant, cafeteria No Yes Yes

Retail bakery No Yes Yes

School Conditional Yes Yes

School, single 
curriculum H.O.* Conditional Yes

Single-family 
dwelling Yes Yes Yes

Studio, art H.O.* Yes Yes

Tailor H.O.* Yes Yes

Theater No Conditional Conditional

Tourist camp No Conditional Conditional

Undertaker,
funeral home, 
crematorium No Conditional Conditional

Warehouse and 
storage rental No No Yes

USE ZONE

Residential Commercial  Industrial
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Chapter 18.36

COLUMBIA RIDGE ESTATES PHASE II

Sections:
Applicable area.
Off-street parking.
Minimum setback distances
(noncorner lots).
Minimum setback distances (corner
lots).
Nonconforming use.

Applicable area.
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the

lots located within Columbia Ridge Estates Phase
II, as set forth in the town-approved plat filed for
record in Wahkiakum County, Washington, on Au-
gust 27, 2007, in Book 3 of Plats at Page 26A
and 26B, Auditor’s File No. 2012961, and shall
apply notwithstanding any other ordinance, plat,
variance or other provision to the contrary. (Ord.
594, 2017)

Off-street parking.
Each lot shall have an area of not less than 400

square feet for off-street parking which is adja-
cent to and accessible from the street and shall be
hard surfaced. Such space shall unobstructed by
any structure, including a carport. (Ord. 594, 2017)

Minimum setback distances
(noncorner lots).

The minimum setback distances on noncorner
lots shall be 20 feet for front yard, 10 feet for
rear yard, and five feet for side yard; provided,
that at least 10 feet shall be provided between the
extreme portions of any adjacent structures. (Ord.
594, 2017)

Minimum setback distances (corner
lots).

The minimum setback distances on corner lots
shall be front yard setback on one street and there
shall be at least one rear yard setback. For corner
lots less than 70 feet wide, the setbacks may be
one-third of the total lot width, but in no case less
than five feet from an adjoining lot or 10 feet from
an adjacent street right-of-way line, except that

any garage or carport shall be set back at least 20
feet. (Ord. 594, 2017)

Nonconforming use.
This chapter shall not retroactively apply to the

existing structures previously permitted within
Phase II. The use of such structures shall continue
to be allowed under Chapter 18.45 CMC, Pre-Ex-
isting Uses, as now or hereafter enacted. (Ord.
594, 2017)
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Chapter 18.40

OWNERSHIP DIVIDED BY A DISTRICT
BOUNDARY

Sections:
Classification.

Classification.
If a district boundary line cuts a property line

having a single ownership as of record at the time
of passage of the ordinance codified in this title, all
such property may take the least restrictive classi-
fication, provided the property is developed as one
unit. (Ord. 369 § 8, 1995)

Chapter 18.45

PRE-EXISTING USES

Sections:
Continued use allowed – Exceptions.
Restoration.

Continued use allowed – Exceptions.
The lawful use of land, premises or buildings

existing at the time of the passage of the ordinance
codified in this title, although the use does not con-
form to the provisions thereof, may be continued,
but if such nonconforming use is discontinued, any
further use of said premises shall comply with the
provisions of this title; provided, that no noncon-
forming use may be expanded except to meet ap-
plicable building and fire code standards in the
normal course of repair. (Ord. 369 § 9, 1995)

Restoration.
Structures may be rebuilt after a fire or other

disaster to original dimensions unless a health or
safety impact would occur. In all other respects,
the restoration must comply with current codes
and safety rules. Work to be done under this sec-
tion must be vested by building permit application
made within one year of such fire or other disaster;
any restoration or reconstruction not vested by per-
mit application shall be deemed abandoned and
not allowed to be restored except in conformance
with all other provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 596,
2017)

Cathlamet Municipal Code 18.45.020
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Chapter 18.50

BOUNDARIES

Sections:
18.50.010 Established.

18.50.010 Established.
The boundaries of the various districts shall be

shown on the map accompanying and hereby made
part of this title. Unless otherwise indicated, dis-
trict boundaries are the center lines of streets or
alleys as shown on said map. If streets and alleys
vary from the showing of the same on said map, as
the same are actually used, the designations on said
map shall apply as said streets and alleys are actu-
ally used. (Ord. 369 § 10, 1995)

Chapter 18.55

CONDITIONAL USES

Sections:
18.55.010 Generally.
18.55.020 Home occupations.
18.55.030 Public schools and private schools 

offering curricula similar to public 
schools.

18.55.040 Kindergarten, child care, pre-school 
and nursery school.

18.55.050 Schools and studios for group 
instruction.

18.55.060 Churches.
18.55.070 Clinics, hospitals and sanitariums.
18.55.080 Municipal buildings.
18.55.090 Places of public or private assembly 

not otherwise specifically provided for 
in this title.

18.55.010 Generally.
(1) Conditional property uses, because of pub-

lic convenience and necessity and their effect upon
the neighborhood, shall be permitted only upon the
approval of the planning commission, after due
notice and public hearing, and a finding that they
will not be detrimental to the general comprehen-
sive plan or to adjacent and surrounding property.

(2) Permits for conditional property uses shall
be signed by the secretary of the planning commis-
sion and shall stipulate restrictions or conditions
which may include a definite time limit, provisions
for a front, side or rear yard greater than the mini-
mum requirements of the zoning ordinance, suit-
able landscaping, off-street parking, and any other
reasonable restrictions, conditions, or safeguards
that would uphold the spirit and intent of the zon-
ing ordinance and mitigate any adverse effect upon
the neighborhood properties by reason of the use
extension, construction, or alteration allowed.

(3) If not otherwise specified by the planning
commission, conditional property use permits shall
expire at the end of a period of one year from the
time they are granted, if the use for which the per-
mit is not established by that time.

(4) The officer having charge of the enforce-
ment of this code shall have at any time the right
and duty to investigate any complaints concerning
the use of any structure or property or the continu-
ance of use of any structure or property in accor-
dance with the provisions of this title covering
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conditional property uses. Upon his findings that
the use or continued use of said premises is con-
trary to the provisions of this title establishing con-
ditions for such use, then he shall forthwith issue a
cease and desist order prohibiting the use or contin-
uance of use of said premises for said purpose and
it shall be abated as a public nuisance. Any cease
and desist order issued by the enforcement officer
as above provided shall be appealable in writing to
the planning commission for a period of 20 days
after the issuance of the order.

(5) Any conditional property use shall meet the
minimum dimensional standards of the zone in
which it is to be located as well as the minimum
conditions listed in this chapter.

(6) If a planning commission has not been
appointed, then its duties and functions shall be
assumed by the council. (Ord. 369 § 11, 1995)

18.55.020 Home occupations.
(1) Districts permitted: residential district;
(2) Minimum conditions:

(a) The use of the premises as a home occu-
pation must qualify as a home occupation accord-
ing to this title’s definition of the same;

(b) Not over 50 percent of the actual total
floor area on one floor is to be used for the home
occupation;

(c) The home occupation is to be a secondary
use of the dwelling;

(d) No structural alterations will be allowed
to accommodate the occupation and no entrance to
the space devoted to the occupation from other
than within the dwelling will be allowed except
when otherwise required by law;

(e) No people other than members of the
immediate family residing in a dwelling are to be
engaged in said home occupation;

(f) No commercial signs shall be posted
except one unlighted sign bearing the name and
occupation of the resident not exceeding two
square feet in area and to be located to the rear of
the front yard setback yard;

(g) No window display and no sample com-
modities are to be displayed outside the building;

(h) No materials or mechanical equipment
shall be used which will be detrimental to the resi-
dential use of the residence or adjoining residences
because of vibration, noise, dust, smoke, odor,
interference with radio or television reception or
other factors;

(i) No materials or commodities shall be
delivered to or from the residence which are of
such bulk or quantity as to require delivery by a
commercial vehicle or a trailer or the parking of
customers’ vehicles in a manner or frequency as to
cause disturbance or inconvenience to nearby resi-
dents or so as to necessitate off-street parking.
(Ord. 369 § 11(A), 1995)

18.55.030 Public schools and private schools 
offering curricula similar to public 
schools.

(1) District permitted: residential district.
(2) Minimum conditions:

(a) Minimum land area standards as now
established and as they may be subsequently estab-
lished by the State Department of Public Instruc-
tion;

(b) Fifty-foot setback on front, side and rear
yards;

(c) Off-street parking area equal to at least
five times the floor area of the auditorium or two
stalls per classroom, whichever is the greater;

(d) Conformance with the neighborhood or
comprehensive plan. (Ord. 369 § 11(B), 1995)

18.55.040 Kindergarten, child care, pre-school 
and nursery school.

(1) District permitted: all districts;
(2) Minimum conditions:

(a) Sixty-foot frontage on a public street;
(b) Three hundred square feet of outdoor

play space per student, exclusive of garage area
and located to the rear of the front setback line;

(c) Thirty-five square feet of room space per
student;

(d) Fifteen percent of the wall area shall be in
window space exclusive of window wells. (Ord.
369 § 11(C), 1995)

18.55.050 Schools and studios for group 
instruction.

(1) District permitted: all districts;
(2) Minimum conditions: same minimum con-

ditions as specified for home occupations. (Ord.
369 § 11(D), 1995)

18.55.060 Churches.
(1) Districts permitted: all districts; conditional

use in residential districts only;
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(2) Minimum conditions:
(a) Minimum lot area: 10,000 square feet;
(b) Minimum lot frontage: 100 feet;
(c) Maximum coverage: 25 percent for all

buildings;
(d) Maximum height: 40 feet;
(e) Minimum setback distances: front yard

same as required in district regulations, 15 feet for
side yard, and 20 feet for rear yard. Buildings on
corner lots shall observe the minimum setback on
both streets;

(f) Signs not to exceed 18 square feet;
(g) Parking: one off-street parking space,

located to the rear of the front setback line, for each
200 square feet of gross floor area. (Ord. 369
§ 11(E), 1995)

18.55.070 Clinics, hospitals and sanitariums.
(1) Districts permitted: conditional use in resi-

dential and commercial; permitted in commer-
cial/industrial;

(2) Minimum conditions:
(a) One off-street parking space for each 200

square feet of gross floor area;
(b) Side and rear yard must be one and one-

half times the minimum required for the zone in
which it is located. (Ord. 369 § 11(F), 1995)

18.55.080 Municipal buildings.
(1) Districts permitted: all districts; conditional

in residential districts;
(2) Minimum conditions:

(a) Maximum coverage: 65 percent for all
buildings within the R zone; that of the district in
which the structure is located within all other
zones;

(b) Handicap access: shall comply with
applicable laws relating to handicap access;

(c) Parking: one off-street parking space
located to the rear of the front yard setback line for
each 200 square feet of gross floor area. (Ord. 369
§ 11(G), 1995)

18.55.090 Places of public or private assembly 
not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this title.

(1) Districts permitted: all districts;
(2) Minimum conditions:

(a) Parking: one off-street parking space,
located to the rear of the front yard setback line, for
each 200 square feet of gross floor area or one off-

street parking space for each four seats of the seat-
ing capacity within the structure, whichever is the
greater.

(b) Other requirements of the district in
which the structure is located. (Ord. 369 § 11(H),
1995)
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Chapter 18.60

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Sections:
18.60.010 Membership and terms.
18.60.020 Meeting and rules of order.
18.60.030 Jurisdiction of the board.
18.60.040 Application to the board.
18.60.050 Notices.
18.60.060 Hearings.
18.60.070 Conditions for special exceptions.
18.60.080 Board’s findings.
18.60.090 Records.
18.60.100 Stay.
18.60.110 Appeals.

18.60.010 Membership and terms.
Membership in the board of adjustment, herein

designated as the “board” shall be coextensive with
members of the planning commission of the town
of Cathlamet.

In the event of the death or resignation of a
member of the board, his or her unexpired term
shall be filled by appointment by the council. Rules
governing membership of the planning commis-
sion shall likewise govern membership on the
board of adjustment. See Chapter 18.55 CMC.
(Ord. 369 § 12(A), 1995)

18.60.020 Meeting and rules of order.
The meetings of the board shall be held in the

Town Hall, at such times as shall be determined by
the board.

Three members of the board shall constitute a
quorum. Each member of the board shall be given
notice of each meeting. The town clerk shall act as
clerk and secretary of the board. (Ord. 369 § 12(B),
1995)

18.60.030 Jurisdiction of the board.
(1) The board shall have the following powers:

(a) To make special exception in harmony
with the general purposes and intent of the zoning
ordinance and according to the specific provisions
of the zoning ordinance, upon request of the owner
of the property in question;

(b) To hear and decide appeals from property
owners on actions or decisions by an administra-
tive official in the administration or enforcement of
the zoning ordinance;

(c) To review any action or interpretation of
an administration official relative to the zoning
ordinance either at the request of the official or
upon its own initiative.

(2) The board shall not rehear any case on the
same grounds within a period of one year from the
date of its decision. (Ord. 369 § 12(C), 1995)

18.60.040 Application to the board.
(1) People desiring consideration by the board

shall apply to the secretary of the board and shall
supply such information as the board may require
to identify the land and determine the reason for the
appeal.

(2) Each application by a property owner shall
be accompanied by a receipt for a fee of $10.00
paid to the town treasurer to cover the town’s cost
of handling the application, no part of which fee is
returnable.

(3) People objecting to the relief sought by the
applicant shall likewise set forth their views and
evidence in writing and be signed by the objectors.
The application or objection shall be submitted to
the board within the time provided in its rules of
procedure. (Ord. 369 § 12(D), 1995)

18.60.050 Notices.
Three notices of a pending hearing of the board

upon an application affecting the use of land or
buildings shall be posted within the vicinity of the
land or building in questions at least seven days
prior to the hearing. Additional advertisement may
be made through the radio or press at the discretion
of the board. (Ord. 369 § 12(E), 1995)

18.60.060 Hearings.
(1) All official actions of the board shall be sub-

ject to due notice and public hearing, as established
by its rules. Any interested person may appear and
be heard subject to procedure adopted by the board.
The board may compel attendance at hearings by
town officials.

(2) A report by the enforcement official may be
required for the purpose of obtaining information
as to the effect of a proposed variance upon the use,
enjoyment, safety and value of the land and build-
ings nearby. Such report may contain other infor-
mation on existing or pre-existing conditions
relating to topography, geology, traffic, utilities,
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existing and proposed land use and factors pertain-
ing to the comprehensive plan of the town. (Ord.
369 § 12(F), 1995)

18.60.070 Conditions for special exceptions.
(1) Variances. Where difficulties exist render-

ing compliance with the zoning ordinance imprac-
tical and such compliance would create
unnecessary hardship for the owner or user of land
or buildings, the board may grant a variance after
investigation, provided all of the following condi-
tions exist:

(a) The difficulty would apply to the particu-
lar land or building regardless of the owner;

(b) The request for variance is not the result
of an illegal act on the part of the applicant;

(c) The plight of the owner is due to unique
circumstances such as lot size or shape, topography
and size of buildings, which are not the general
condition of the surrounding area;

(d) The hardship asserted as a ground for
variance must arise out of the zoning ordinance;

(e) The particular difficulty or unnecessary
hardship asserted as a ground for a variance must
relate to the premises for the benefit of which the
variance is sought and not to other premises or per-
sonal conditions of the applicant.

(2) Conditional Property Uses. The board shall
have and exercise its jurisdiction over conditional
property uses according to the standards and condi-
tions established herein. (Ord. 369 § 12(G), 1995)

18.60.080 Board’s findings.
In making its findings, the board shall investi-

gate the appellant’s request in relation to the provi-
sions of this title. In the case of an application for a
variance, the board shall also investigate present
land use, density of buildings within the neighbor-
hood area of the applicant’s land, conditions exist-
ing or predating this title concerning topography,
traffic, automobile parking, and utilities; and such
other information as is set forth in official maps,
development plans, reports, and findings of the
enforcement officer. The board shall adopt for its
records such policies as can reasonably be devel-
oped for its own guidance in dealing with the more
common types of request for adjustment. (Ord. 369
§ 12(H), 1995)

18.60.090 Records.
The board shall keep a record of its proceedings,

findings, and action; in each case, giving specific
reasons for its action and for any deviation from
policy it may have established in past cases. The
vote of each member on each question shall appear
in the record. All records of the board shall be open
to the public. (Ord. 369 § 12(I), 1995)

18.60.100 Stay.
Upon applying for a special exception, the appli-

cant shall stay any grading, construction, or alter-
ation on the property concerned pending action by
the board. (Ord. 369 § 12(J), 1995)

18.60.110 Appeals.
Any person may appeal a decision of the board

which is adverse to their interests to the town coun-
cil by filing a written notice of appeal with the town
clerk within 20 days of such adverse decision. The
town council shall hear and determine said appeal
no later than the conclusion of its next regularly
scheduled meeting. The decision of the council
shall be final. (Ord. 369 § 12(K), 1995)
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Chapter 18.65

BUILDING PERMITS

Sections:
18.65.010 Required.
18.65.020 Applications – Contents – Fees.

18.65.010 Required.
No building shall be erected in the town of Cath-

lamet without first obtaining a building permit
from the town clerk. (Ord. 369 § 13, 1995)

18.65.020 Applications – Contents – Fees.
All applications for permits for erection of struc-

tures or for additions to structures shall contain
plats or maps, drawn to scale, showing the actual
dimensions of the lot to be used, and the size and
location of buildings thereon and buildings to be
built or enlarged. The clerk shall collect fees for
licensing pursuant to the Washington Building
Code adopted by the town. (Ord. 369 § 13, 1995)

Chapter 18.70

ZONING OF ANNEXATIONS

Sections:
18.70.010 Recommendations.

18.70.010 Recommendations.
At the time of the official public hearings on any

proposed annexation to the town of Cathlamet, the
planning commission shall recommend a zone
classification for the area to be annexed, which rec-
ommendation shall be in keeping with the compre-
hensive plan for the urban area.

The planning commission shall stipulate the
precise zoning classification of the area to be
annexed, and such stipulation shall be included in
and become a part of the annexation ordinance, and
the map which is part of this title shall be changed
accordingly. (Ord. 369 § 14, 1995)
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Chapter 18.75

VIOLATIONS – PENALTIES

Sections:
18.75.010 Violation – Penalty.
18.75.020 Enforcement authority.

18.75.010 Violation – Penalty.
Violation of or failure to comply with any provi-

sion of this title shall constitute an infraction, and
any such infraction shall be punished by a fine of
not more than $250.00. Each violation shall be a
separate and distinct offense, and in case of a con-
tinuing violation each day’s continuation thereof
shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.
Infractions under this title shall be heard in the
municipal court of the town of Cathlamet and the
procedures for their adjudication shall be the same
as the court’s rules for the disposition of traffic
infractions. (Ord. 369 § 17, 1995)

18.75.020 Enforcement authority.
The existence of the remedy provided in this

chapter, or the pendency of any such proceeding,
shall not affect the right of the town or any citizen
thereof to proceed otherwise, including civil pro-
ceedings at law or equity, to enforce the provisions
of this title. The power to enforce this title shall be
vested in an enforcement officer or officers
appointed by the mayor with the approval of the
council. (Ord. 369 § 17, 1995)
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Title 19

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN*

(Reserved)

*Code reviser’s note: Ordinance 430 adds the comprehensive plan as an attachment to the ordinance. A copy of the comprehensive plan
is available for public review and examination in the town clerk’s office.
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Statutory References

for Washington Cities and Towns

The statutory references listed below refer the code user to state statutes applicable to Washington cities
and towns. They are current through July 2016.

General Provisions
Incorporation. Wash. Const. Art. XI § 10 and

Chapter 35.02 RCW
Classification of municipalities. Chapters 35.01

and 35.06 RCW
Annexations. Chapter 35.13 RCW
First class cities. Chapter 35.22 RCW
Second class cities. Chapter 35.23 RCW
Towns. Chapter 35.27 RCW
Unclassified cities. Chapter 35.30 RCW
Miscellaneous provisions applicable to all cities

and towns. Chapter 35.21 RCW
Adoption of codes by reference. RCW

35.21.180
Codification of ordinances. RCW 35.21.500

through 35.21.570
Penalties for ordinance violations in first class

cities. RCW 35.22.280(35), 35.21.163 and
35.21.165

Penalties for ordinance violations in second
class cities. RCW 35.23.440(29), 35.21.163 and
35.21.165

Penalties for ordinance violations in towns.
RCW 35.27.370(14), 35.21.163 and 35.21.165

Civil infractions. Chapter 7.80 RCW
Elections. RCW Title 29A
Campaign finances and disclosure. Chapter

42.17A RCW
Official newspaper. RCW 35.21.875

Administration and Personnel
Commission form of government. Chapter

35.17 RCW
Council-manager plan. Chapter 35.18 RCW
City council in second class cities. RCW

35.23.181 et seq.
Town council. RCW 35.27.270 et seq.
Officers in second-class cities. RCW 35.23.021

et seq.
Officers in towns. RCW 35.27.070 et seq.
Local government whistleblower protection.

Chapter 42.41 RCW
Code of ethics for officers. Chapter 42.23 RCW

Open Public Meeting Act of 1971. Chapter
42.30 RCW

Municipal courts. Chapters 3.46, 3.50 and 35.20
RCW

Planning commissions. Chapter 35.63 RCW
Hearing examiner system for zoning

amendments. RCW 35A.63.170
Emergency management. Chapter 38.52 RCW

Revenue and Finance
Budgets. Chapters 35.32A, 35.33 and 35.34

RCW
Bonds. Chapters 35.36, 35.37 and 35.41 RCW
Depositories. Chapter 35.38 RCW
Investment of funds. Chapter 35.39 RCW
Accident claims and funds. Chapter 35.31 RCW
Validation and funding of debts. Chapter 35.40

RCW
Local improvements. Chapters 35.43 through

35.56 RCW
Retail sales and use taxes. Chapter 82.14 RCW
Leasehold excise tax. Chapter 82.29A RCW
Marijuana excise tax. Chapter 69.50 RCW
Real estate excise tax. Chapter 82.46 RCW
Tax on admissions. RCW 35.21.280
Property tax in first class cities. RCW

35.22.280(2)
Property tax in second class cities. RCW

35.23.440(46)
Property tax in towns. RCW 35.27.370(8)
Lodging tax. RCW 67.28.180 et seq.
Gambling taxes. RCW 9.46.110 et seq.
State preemption of certain tax fields. RCW

82.02.020

Business Licenses and Regulations
First class city licenses. RCW 35.22.280(32)

and (33)
Second class city licenses. RCW 35.23.440(2)

through (8)
Town licenses. RCW 35.27.370(9)
Municipal business and occupation tax. Chapter

35.102 RCW
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https://municipal.codes/WA/Const/XI
https://municipal.codes/WA/Const/XI-10
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.02
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.01
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.06
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.13
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.22
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.30
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.180
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.500
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.570
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.22.280(35)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.163
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.165
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23.440(29)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.163
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.165
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.370(14)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.163
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.165
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/7.80
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/29A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.17A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.875
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.17
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.18
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23.181
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.270
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23.021
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.41
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.23
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.30
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/3.46
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/3.50
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.20
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35A.63.170
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/38.52
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.32A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.33
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.34
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.36
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.37
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.41
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.38
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.39
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.31
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.40
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.43
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.56
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.14
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.29A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/69.50
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.46
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.280
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.22.280(2)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23.440(46)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.370(8)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/67.28.180
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.46.110
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.02.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.22.280(32)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.22.280(33)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23.440(2)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/%3E35.23.440(8)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.370(9)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.102


Uniform license fee or tax rate. RCW 35.21.710
and 35.21.711

License fees or taxes on telephone businesses.
RCW 35.21.712 through 35.21.715

Ambulance business taxes. RCW 35.21.768
Freight carrier taxes. RCW 35.21.840 through

35.21.850
Gambling. Chapters 9.46 and 9.47 RCW
Liquor. RCW 66.08.120 and 66.44.010
Auctioneers. RCW 35.21.690
Cabarets. RCW 66.28.080
Cable television. Chapter 35.99 RCW
Massage practitioners. RCW 35.21.692
Newspaper carriers. RCW 35.21.696

Animals
Power of second class cities to regulate. RCW

35.23.440(11)
Power of towns to regulate. RCW 35.27.370(7)
Cruelty to animals. Chapter 16.52 RCW
Dangerous dogs. RCW 16.08.070 et seq.

Health and Safety
Generally. RCW Title 70
Local health boards and officers. Chapter 70.05

RCW
Garbage collection and disposal. RCW

35.21.120 et seq. and Chapter 35.67 RCW
Litter control. Chapter 70.93 RCW
Fireworks. Chapter 70.77 RCW

Public Peace, Morals and Welfare
Crimes and punishments. RCW Title 9
Washington Criminal Code. RCW Title 9A
Drunkenness and alcoholism. RCW 70.96A.190
Discrimination. Chapter 49.60 RCW
Juvenile curfew. RCW 35.21.635

Vehicles and Traffic
Motor vehicles. RCW Title 46
Model traffic ordinance. Chapter 46.90 RCW
Penalties for driving while intoxicated. RCW

35.21.165
Accident reports. Chapter 46.52 RCW

Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places
Local improvements. Chapters 35.43 through

35.56 RCW
Metropolitan park districts. Chapter 35.61 RCW

Street construction and maintenance. Chapters
35.72 through 35.79 RCW

Sidewalk construction. Chapters 35.68 through
35.70 RCW

Public Services
Municipal utilities. Chapter 35.92 RCW
Municipal Water and Sewer Facilities Act.

Chapter 35.91 RCW
Sewer systems. Chapter 35.67 RCW
Water or sewer districts, assumption of

jurisdiction. Chapter 35.13A RCW

Buildings and Construction
State building code. Chapter 19.27 RCW
Unfit dwellings, buildings and structures. Chap-

ter 35.80 RCW
Energy-related building standards. Chapter

19.27A RCW
Electricians and electrical installations. Chapter

19.28 RCW
Electrical construction. Chapter 19.29 RCW
Development impact fees. RCW 82.02.050 et

seq.

Subdivisions
Subdivisions generally. Chapter 58.17 RCW
Short plats and short subdivisions. RCW

58.17.060 et seq.
Hearing examiner system for plat approval.

RCW 58.17.330

Zoning
Generally. RCW 35.63.080 et seq.
Hearing examiner system for zoning

applications. RCW 35.63.130
Growth management. Chapter 36.70A RCW
Judicial review of land use decisions. Chapter

36.70C RCW
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https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.710
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.711
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.712
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.715
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.768
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.840
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.850
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.46
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.47
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/66.08.120
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/66.44.010
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.690
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/66.28.080
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.99
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.692
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.696
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.23.440(11)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.370(7)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.52
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/16.08.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.05
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.120
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.67
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.93
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.77
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.96A.190
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/49.60
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.635
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.165
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.52
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.43
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.56
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.61
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.72
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.79
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.68
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.70
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.92
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.67
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.13A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.27
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.80
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.27A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.28
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.29
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.02.050
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/58.17
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/58.17.060
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/58.17.330
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.080
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.130
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70C


State Code Citation Table

This table lists Revised Code of Washington and Washington Administrative Code sections that are cited
in the Cathlamet Municipal Code. Thus, RCW 1.16.050 is cited in CMC 14.10.050.

State Citation Code Section

RCW 1.16.050 14.10.050

RCW Title 7 8.30.130

Chapter 7.80 RCW 8.20.070

8.30.100

8.30.110

8.30.120

12.15.050

12.15.060

12.15.080

RCW 7.80.070 8.20.070

RCW 7.80.160 12.15.070

RCW 9.26.020(3) 5.15.030

RCW 9.41.050(4) 9.20.050

Chapter 9.46 RCW 5.15.010

5.15.020

5.15.040

5.15.090

5.15.160

RCW 9.92.030 12.15.050

RCW 9A.52.080 12.15.040

Chapter 18.27 RCW 5.05.010

RCW 19.122.030 13.45.020

RCW 19.122.040 13.45.020

RCW 19.122.070 13.45.040

RCW 27.08.010 2.45.040

RCW 27.12.190 2.45.030

RCW 27.12.210 2.45.030

RCW 28B.20.394 3.40.020

Chapter 34.04 RCW 6.15.070

State Citation Code Section

RCW 35.21.070 2.35.020

3.10.010

3.11.010

3.15.010

3.20.010

3.25.010

3.26.010

3.30.010

3.32.010

RCW 35.21.080 2.35.020

3.10.010

3.11.010

3.15.010

3.20.010

3.25.010

3.26.010

3.30.010

3.32.010

RCW 35.21.085 3.50.010

3.55.010

RCW 35.21.150 13.15.080

RCW 35.21.180 9.25.040

15.10.040

RCW 35.21.217 13.15.080

RCW 35.21.290 13.15.080

RCW 35.21.300 13.15.080

RCW 35.27.070 2.55.160

2.70.030

RCW 35.27.370 14.10.010

RCW 35.43.040 3.65.050

Chapter 35.50 RCW 3.70.010

RCW 35.50.030 3.70.010
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https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/1.16.050
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/7
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/7.80
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/7.80.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/7.80.160
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.26.020(3)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.41.050(4)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.46
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9.92.030
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/9A.52.080
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/18.27
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.122.030
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.122.040
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/19.122.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/27.08.010
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/27.12.190
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/27.12.210
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/28B.20.394
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/34.04
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.080
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.085
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.150
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.180
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.217
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.290
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.21.300
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.27.370
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.43.040
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.50
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.50.030


State Citation Code Section 

Chapter 35.63 RCW 2.50.030 

18.07.010 

RCW 35.63.020 2.50.010 

RCW 35.63.080 18.07.010 

RCW 35.63.100 18.07.010 

18.07.170 

RCW 35.63.105 18.07.170 

RCW 35.63.120 18.07.020 

18.07.090 

RCW 35.63.125 18.07.010 

18.07.040 

18.07.150 

Chapter 35.67 RCW 13.80.300 

RCW 35.67.200 13.15.080 

RCW 35.67.215 13.15.080 

RCW 35.91.020 13.60.010 

13.75.010 

RCW Title 35A 2.20.030 

Chapter 36.70A RCW 2.50.030 

RCW 36.70A.030 18.07.010 

RCW 36.70A.060 14.15.010 

RCW 36.70A.060(2) 14.15.020 

RCW 36.70A.170 14.15.020 

14.15.170 

14.15.180 

14.15.200 

14.15.210 

14.15.220 

14.15.230 

14.15.240 

Chapter 36.70B RCW 14.05.110 

14.05.120 

14.05.150 

18.07.010 

RCW 36.70B.020 14.05.120 

Chapter 36.70C RCW 14.05.260 

State Citation Code Section 

RCW 38.40.060 2.55.420 

Chapter 41.24 RCW 2.70.085 

Chapter 41.40 RCW 2.15.010 

Chapter 41.50 RCW 2.15.030 

Chapter 42.17 RCW 2.55.545 

Chapter 42.23 RCW 2.50.020 

RCW 42.27.180 3.80.020 

Chapter 42.30 RCW 2.45.035 

Chapter 42.36 RCW 2.45.035 

2.50.020 

RCW 42.56.070 1.15.010 

RCW 42.56.070(4)(b) 1.15.010 

RCW 42.56.120 1.15.020 

RCW 43.09.201 2.70.050 

Chapter 43.21C RCW 14.05.250 

14.05.260 

17.32.050 

18.07.130 

RCW 43.21C.030 17.32.550 

RCW 43.21C.060 14.05.260 

RCW 43.21C.075 14.05.260 

RCW 43.21C.075(6)(c) 14.05.260 

RCW 43.21C.080 14.05.265 

RCW 43.21C.120 14.05.010 

RCW Title 46 12.15.050 

RCW 46.16.381 10.20.095 

RCW 46.61.400 10.05.040 

Chapter 46.63 RCW 8.05.120 

RCW 46.63.020 12.15.050 

RCW 46.63.110 10.05.040 

RCW 46.90.133 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.250 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.500 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.505 10.25.020 
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https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.080
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.100
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.105
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.120
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.63.125
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.67
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.67.200
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.67.215
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35.91.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/35A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A.030
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A.060
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A.060(2)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70A.170
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70B
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70B.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/36.70C
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/38.40.060
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/41.24
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/41.40
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/41.50
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.17
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.23
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.27.180
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.30
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.36
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.56.070
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.56.070(4)(b)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/42.56.120
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.09.201
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C.030
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C.060
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C.075
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C.075(6)(c)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C.080
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/43.21C.120
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.16.381
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.61.400
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.63
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.63.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.63.110
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.133
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.250
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.500
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.505


State Citation Code Section 

RCW 46.90.510 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.515 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.520 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.525 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.530 10.25.020 

RCW 46.90.535 10.25.020 

RCW Title 48 6.15.020 

Chapter 48.28 RCW 6.15.020 

Chapter 49.76 RCW 2.55.390 

Chapter 58.09 RCW 17.32.160 

Chapter 66.24 RCW 5.10.020 

RCW 66.44.180 9.25.010 

RCW 66.44.270 5.10.020 

9.25.010 

RCW 67.21.210 13.15.080 

Chapter 67.28 RCW 3.42.010 

Chapter 70.77 RCW 8.05.070 

RCW 70.92.100 – 
RCW 70.92.170 

15.10.010 

15.10.020 

Chapter 70.94 RCW 8.30.040 

RCW 70.94.030(13) 8.30.010 

RCW 70.94.650 8.30.010 

RCW 70.94.660 8.30.010 

RCW 70.94.690 8.30.010 

Chapter 70.107 RCW 8.05.070 

Chapter 73.16 RCW 2.55.420 

Chapter 76.04 RCW 8.30.010 

RCW Title 77 6.20.030 

RCW Title 80 3.85.030 

RCW 80.04.010 3.85.060 

RCW 82.02.020 14.05.250 

Chapter 82.04 RCW 5.05.010 

5.05.060 

RCW 82.04.065 3.85.060 

State Citation Code Section 

Chapter 82.08 RCW 3.42.030 

3.45.010 

3.45.070 

RCW 82.08.010 3.42.020 

RCW 82.08.050 3.42.030 

RCW 82.08.060 3.42.030 

Chapter 82.12 RCW 3.45.010 

3.45.070 

RCW 82.14.020 3.45.010 

3.45.070 

RCW 82.14.030(2) 3.45.070 

3.45.080 

RCW 82.14.050 3.45.030 

3.45.050 

3.45.090 

3.45.110 

Chapter 82.32 RCW 3.42.030 

RCW 82.32.330 3.40.050 

3.45.040 

3.45.100 

Chapter 82.45 RCW 3.65.020 

RCW 82.46.010 3.65.010 

RCW 82.46.021 3.65.050 

3.65.100 

RCW 82.46.060 3.65.030 

Chapter 86.16 RCW 17.32.610 

Chapter 90.58 RCW 14.15.030 

RCW 90.58.380 14.15.200 

Chapter 51-11 WAC 15.10.020 

Chapter 51-11C WAC 15.10.030 

Chapter 51-11R WAC 15.10.030 

Chapter 173-430 WAC 8.30.030 
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https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.510
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.515
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.520
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.525
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.530
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/46.90.535
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/48
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/48.28
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/49.76
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/58.09
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/66.24
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/66.44.180
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/66.44.270
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/67.21.210
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/67.28
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.77
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.92.100
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.92.170
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.94
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.94.030(13)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.94.650
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.94.660
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.94.690
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/70.107
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/73.16
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/76.04
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/77
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/80
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/80.04.010
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.02.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.04
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.04.065
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.08
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.08.010
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.08.050
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.08.060
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.12
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.14.020
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.14.030(2)
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.14.050
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.32
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.32.330
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.45
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.46.010
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.46.021
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/82.46.060
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/86.16
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.58
https://municipal.codes/WA/RCW/90.58.380
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/51-11
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/51-11C
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/51-11R
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/173-430


State Citation Code Section 

Chapter 197-11 WAC 14.05.010 

14.05.020 

14.05.040 

14.05.080 

14.05.180 

18.07.130 

WAC 197-11-040 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-050 14.05.040 

14.05.060 

WAC 197-11-055 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-060 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-070 14.05.040 

14.05.090 

WAC 197-11-080 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-090 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-100 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-158 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-164 14.05.040 

14.05.140 

WAC 197-11-168 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-172 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-210 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-220 14.05.020 

14.05.030 

WAC 197-11-228 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-230 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-232 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-235 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-238 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-250 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-253 14.05.040 

14.05.060 

WAC 197-11-256 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-259 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-265 14.05.040 

State Citation Code Section 

WAC 197-11-268 14.05.040 

WAC 197-11-300 14.05.080 

WAC 197-11-305 14.05.080 

WAC 197-11-310 14.05.130 

WAC 197-11-315 14.05.130 

14.05.140 

WAC 197-11-330 14.05.130 

WAC 197-11-335 14.05.130 

14.05.150 

WAC 197-11-340 14.05.130 

WAC 197-11-340(2) 14.05.160 

14.05.210 

WAC 197-11-340(3)(a) 14.05.160 

WAC 197-11-350 14.05.130 

14.05.160 

WAC 197-11-355 14.05.130 

14.05.160 

WAC 197-11-360 14.05.130 

WAC 197-11-360(3) 14.05.210 

WAC 197-11-390 14.05.130 

WAC 197-11-400 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-402 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-405 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-406 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-408 14.05.170 

14.05.210 

WAC 197-11-410 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-420 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-425 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-430 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-435 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-440 14.05.170 

14.05.220 

WAC 197-11-442 14.05.170 
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https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-040
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-050
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-055
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-060
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-070
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-080
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-090
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-100
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-158
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-164
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-168
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-172
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-210
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-220
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-228
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-230
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-232
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-235
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-238
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-250
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-253
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-256
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-259
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-265
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-268
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-300
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-305
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-310
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-315
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-330
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-335
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-340
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-340(2)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-340(3)(a)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-350
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-355
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-360
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-360(3)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-390
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-400
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-402
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-405
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-406
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-408
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-410
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-420
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-425
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-430
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-435
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-440
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-442


State Citation Code Section 

WAC 197-11-443 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-444 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-450 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-455 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-455(5) 14.05.210 

WAC 197-11-460 14.05.170 

WAC 197-11-500 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-502 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-504 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-508 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-510 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-535 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-545 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-550 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-560 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-570 14.05.200 

WAC 197-11-600 14.05.060 

14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-610 14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-620 14.05.210 

14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-625 14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-630 14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-635 14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-640 14.05.230 

WAC 197-11-650 14.05.240 

WAC 197-11-655 14.05.240 

WAC 197-11-660 14.05.240 

WAC 197-11-680 14.05.240 

14.05.260 

WAC 197-11-700 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-700 – 
WAC 197-11-799 

14.05.030 

WAC 197-11-702 14.05.020 

State Citation Code Section 

WAC 197-11-704 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-706 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-708 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-710 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-712 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-714 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-716 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-718 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-720 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-721 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-724 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-726 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-728 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-730 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-732 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-734 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-736 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-738 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-740 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-742 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-744 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-746 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-750 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-752 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-754 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-756 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-758 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-760 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-762 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-764 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-766 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-768 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-770 14.05.020 
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https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-443
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-444
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-450
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-455
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-455(5)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-460
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-500
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-502
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-504
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-508
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-510
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-535
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-545
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-550
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-560
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-570
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-600
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-610
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-620
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-625
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-630
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-635
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-640
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-650
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-655
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-660
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-680
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-700
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-700
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-799
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-702
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-704
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-706
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-708
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-710
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-712
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-714
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-716
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-718
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-720
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-721
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-724
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-726
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-728
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-730
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-732
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-734
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-736
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-738
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-740
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-742
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-744
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-746
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-750
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-752
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-754
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-756
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-758
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-760
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-762
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-764
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-766
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-768
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-770


State Citation Code Section 

WAC 197-11-772 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-774 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-775 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-776 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-778 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-780 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-782 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-784 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-786 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-788 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-790 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-792 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-793 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-794 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-796 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-797 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-799 14.05.020 

WAC 197-11-800 14.05.080 

14.05.280 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(b) 14.05.100 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(i) 14.05.100 

14.05.280 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(ii) 14.05.100 

14.05.280 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(iii) 14.05.100 

14.05.280 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(iv) 14.05.100 

14.05.280 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(b)(v) 14.05.100 

14.05.280 

WAC 197-11-800(1)(c) 14.05.100 

WAC 197-11-880 14.05.080 

WAC 197-11-890 14.05.080 

WAC 197-11-900 14.05.270 

State Citation Code Section 

WAC 197-11-902 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-916 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-920 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-922 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-922 – 
WAC 197-11-940 

14.05.060 

WAC 197-11-924 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-926 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-928 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-930 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-932 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-934 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-936 14.05.070 

14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-938 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-940 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-942 14.05.060 

14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-944 14.05.060 

14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-946 14.05.060 

14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-948 14.05.270 

WAC 197-11-960 14.05.140 

14.05.300 

WAC 197-11-965 14.05.300 

WAC 197-11-970 14.05.300 

WAC 197-11-980 14.05.300 

WAC 197-11-985 14.05.300 

WAC 197-11-990 14.05.265 

14.05.300 

WAC 222-16-030 14.15.030 

14.15.210 

WAC Title 230 5.15.020 
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https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-772
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-774
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-775
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-776
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-778
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-780
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-782
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-784
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-786
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-788
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-790
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-792
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-793
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-794
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-796
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-797
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-799
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(b)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(b)(i)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(b)(ii)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(b)(iii)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(b)(iv)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(b)(v)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-800(1)(c)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-880
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-890
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-900
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-902
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-916
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-920
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-922
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-922
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-940
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-924
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-926
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-928
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-930
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-932
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-934
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-936
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-938
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-940
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-942
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-944
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-946
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-948
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-960
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-965
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-970
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-980
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-985
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/197-11-990
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/222-16-030
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/230


State Citation Code Section 

Chapter 230-08 WAC 5.15.050 

5.15.090 

WAC Title 232 14.15.210 

Chapter 246-290 WAC 13.50.010 

WAC 246-290-010 13.50.020 

WAC 246-290-490 13.50.050 

Chapter 308-330 WAC 10.25.010 

WAC 365-190-080(5) 14.15.210 

Chapter 468-51 WAC 10.30.010 

Chapter 468-52 WAC 10.30.010 
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https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/230-08
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/232
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290-010
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/246-290-490
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/308-330
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/365-190-080(5)
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/468-51
https://municipal.codes/WA/WAC/468-52


Ordinance Table

This table lists all ordinances. If an ordinance is codified, its location in the code is cited by chapter
number at the end of the ordinance description. Ordinances are codified if they are general, permanent,
and/or include penalty provisions for noncompliance. “Not codified” indicates that the ordinance could
have been codified but was not for some reason (e.g., superseded by a later ordinance, codified in a sep-
arate publication). “Special” means the ordinance was special in nature or for a specific period of time
(e.g., budget, annexation, tax levy, street vacation). Ordinances 1 through 190 were not included in the
original 2000 codification and descriptions for these ordinances were added during the May 2011 sup-
plement at the request of the city. Codifiable ordinances in this range are designated as “(Not codified)”
and are considered as having been superseded by later ordinances.

1 Prohibits public intoxication, use of
profane language (Repealed by 15)

2 Unlawful for drinking, gambling
establishments to be open on Sundays
(Not codified)

3 Qualifications, compensation of town
clerk (Not codified)

4 Qualifications, compensation of town
marshal (Not codified)

5 Qualifications, compensation of police
justice (Not codified)

6 Allows community service in lieu of
fines for convicted persons (Not
codified)

7 Prohibits loud and boisterous talk on
public streets after 7:00 p.m. (Not
codified)

8 Street improvements (Not codified)
9 Regulates sale and distribution of

intoxicating liquors (Repealed by 171)
10 Authorization to employ civil engineer

for street and sewer improvements (Not
codified)

11 Provides for the construction of
sidewalks and collection of costs (Not
codified)

12 Collection of annual dog licenses and
destruction of dogs running at large
(Not codified)

13 Imposes collection of street poll on all
male inhabitants of town over 21 (Not
codified)

14 License tax (Repealed)
15 Defines misdemeanors (Repealed)
16 Allows claims against town for vendors

(Not codified)
17 Names Main St. (Special)

18 License for hawkers and peddlers
(Repealed by 142)

19 Sets compensation for town officials
and labor materials (Not codified)

20 Requires sidewalks of property owners
on north side of Columbia St. (Not
codified)

21 (Repealed)
22 Grants liquor license to William Wise

(Special)
23 Establishes a “datum point” base

embedded in ground (Not codified)
24 Establishes an elevation grade on Main

St. (Repealed by 96)
25 Requires property owners on Main St.

to construct sidewalks (Not codified)
26 Authorizes street committee to grade

Main St. (Special)
27 Authorizes street committee to purchase

lumber for sidewalks on Main St.
(Special)

28 Vacates a portion of River St. occupied
by the A.F. Cooper stone building
(Special)

29 Regulates the keeping of dogs in the
town limits (Not codified)

30 Establishes polling place, appoints
officers, sets compensation, ballots (Not
codified)

31 Grants liquor license to M. Gorman
(Special)

32 Transfers liquor license from William
Wise to William Oxman (Special)

33 Grants liquor license to A.N.
Fredricksen (Special)
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34 Protects public health from cesspools,
nuisance abatement, fixes penalty (Not
codified)

35 Provides for the appointment of health
officer, duties, compensation (Not
codified)

36 Grants liquor license to William Oxman
(Special)

37 Grants 25-year franchise to Cathlamet
Water Works to provide water (Special)

38 Grants liquor license to M. Gorman
(Special)

39 Establishes polling place, appoints
officers, sets compensation, supplies
(Not codified)

40 Grants liquor license to A.N.
Fredricksen (Special)

41 Grants authority to J.B. Miller to lay
tracks for logging railroad co. in town
(Special)

42 Grants 25-year franchise to Granger
Telephone Co. (Special)

43 Grants liquor license for Columbia
Hotel to W.H. Oxman (Special)

44 Imposes a license tax on proposed
revenues, fixes rate, collection
(Repealed by 56)

45 Grants liquor license to A. Jacobson
and P.F. O’Brien for Shepherd’s
Building (Special)

46 Grants electricity franchise to A.
Thomas (Special)

47 Transfers liquor license from M.
Gorman to Lou Fitcha (Special)

48 Grants liquor license to Lou Fitcha
(Special)

49 Establishes polling place, appoints
officers, ballot printing (Not codified)

50 Adopts the system, plans proposed for
constructing water works system
(Special)

51 Provides for special election to be held
for appointment of judges and clerks
(Special)

52 Provides for appointment of town
attorney and compensation (Not
codified)

53 Grants liquor license to A.N.
Fredricksen (Special)

54 Grants liquor license to William Oxman
of Columbia Hotel (Special)

55 Grants liquor license to G.E. Jacobson
(Special)

56 Repeals Ord. 44, liquor tax (Repealer)
57 Provides for assessment/collection of

real property tax (Not codified)
58 Prohibits children under 15 from

roaming streets at night (Repealed by
160)

59 Makes it a misdemeanor to use
explosives within town limits (Not
codified)

60 Regulates and fixes license fee for
sale/disposal of liquor (Repealed by
171)

61 Prohibits horses and mules from
running at large in town limits (Not
codified)

62 Grants electricity franchise to W.J.
Haycox for light poles, etc. (Repealed
by 78)

63 Regulates the conduct of elections in
the town of Cathlamet (Not codified)

64 Establishes a sewer district, taxing and
assessments (Special)

65 Grants street vacation on portion south
of 4th St. (Special)

66 Imposes license tax on billiard halls and
skating rinks within town limits (Not
codified)

67 Dedicates a portion of Lot 5 in Block K
to the town for street purposes (Special)

68 Provides for collection/assessment of
local improvement costs (Repealed by
140)

69 Amends Ord. 64, establishing sewer
district (Special)

70 Provides for improvement of Columbia
St. (Special)

71 Establishes grade for certain streets and
avenues (Repealed by 95)

72 Approval/confirmation of assessment
roll for sewer construction (Special)

73 Regulates and compels connection to
town sewers, and declares nuisances
(Not codified)
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74 Sets timelines for assessments or
installments on sewer payments
(Repealed by 140)

75 Provides for collection of sewer
assessments in LID No. 1 (Special)

76 Approves $185.00 from street fund to
be paid to N.B. Whitfield for grading
services (Special)

77 (Number not used)
78 Repeals Ord. 62, granting electricity

franchise to W.J. Haycox (Repealer)
79 Provides for the regulation of sale of

liquor (Repealed by 171)
80 Appropriates the sum of $393.41 from

general fund to pay sewer assessments
(Special)

81 Regulates/prevents obstruction of
sidewalks and street, and provides
penalties (Not codified)

82 Provides for the passage of ordinances
(Not codified)

83 Prescribes the form and manner of
execution of local improvement bonds
(Special)

84 Provides for the payment of claims
against the town of Cathlamet (Not
codified)

85 Creates and establishes current expense
fund (Not codified)

86 Governs the traffic in intoxicating
liquors within town limits (Repealed by
171)

87 Provides for improvement of Third St.,
establishes LID, assessments, collection
(Special)

88 Sewer construction (Repealed by 98)
89 Sewer construction (Repealed by 98)
90 Provides for licensing, taxing and

regulation of dance halls, places of
amusement and penalties (Not codified)

91 Grants Ingalls Bros. electricity
franchise (Special)

92 Imposes license on and regulation of
moving picture theaters (Not codified)

93 Fixes the amount of bond for town
treasurer (Not codified)

94 Adopts plans for electrical power
system, authorizes debt, sets rates
(Special)

95 Establishes grades of certain streets;
repeals Ord. 71 (Special)

96 Establishes grades on Main St.; repeals
Ord. 24 (Special)

97 Establishes street grades on Columbia
St., Second St. and Spring St. (Special)

98 Repeals Ords. 88 and 89 (Repealer)
99 Provides for construction of sewer

system in Athens unit, town of
Cathlamet (Special)

100 Provides for construction of pressure
pipe and sewer outflow for sewer
system (Special)

101 Provides for construction of sewer
system on Columbia St. (Special)

102 Transfers liquor license from J.R.
Johnson to William Lund (Special)

103 Adopts plans, specs, plats and profiles
for sewer system (Special)

104 Provides for employment of engineer to
supervise construction of sewer system
(Special)

105 Amends Sections 7, 8 and 9 of Ord. 100
(Special)

106 Appropriates sum of $100.00 from
general fund to pay for right-of-way for
sewer (Special)

107 Amends Section 7 of Ord. 99 (Special)
108 Amends Section 7 of Ord. 101 (Special)
109 Appropriates funds from water fund to

purchase settling tank and dam
(Special)

110 Appropriates funds from current
expense for flushing system for sewers
(Special)

111 Prohibits cattle from running at large in
town, sets penalties (Not codified)

112 Approves the assessment roll of LID
No. 3 (Special)

113 Approves and confirms the assessment
roll of LID No. 4 (Special)

114 Directs the transfer of funds from water
to current expense fund (Special)

115 Authorizes and directs the transfer of
funds from water to current expense
fund (Special)

116 Grants electricity franchise to James
West (Special)
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117 Authorizes the mayor to enter into a
contract with James West for street
lighting (Special)

118 Establishes a building fund (Special)
119 Provides for the collection of poll and

license taxes (Not codified)
120 Prohibits cattle from running at large in

town (Not codified)
121 Regulates the use of water for

sprinkling purposes or irrigation within
the town (Not codified)

122 Improvement of Broadway St. and
condemnation of land for said purpose
(Special)

123 Broadway St. improvements (Repealed
by 125)

124 Adopts system/plans for constructing
and installing additional water system
(Special)

125 Repeals Ord. 123 (Repealer)
126 Establishes the grade of Broadway St.

(Special)
127 Provides for the formation of LID No. 5

(Special)
128 Declares water system emergency

(Special)
129 Amends Ord. 20, prohibiting cattle

from running at large in town (Not
codified)

130 Regulates the speed of autos, trucks,
and other vehicles, and provides
penalties (Not codified)

131 Approves, confirms assessment roll of
LID No. 5 (Special)

132 Prohibits the manufacture, sale or gift
of intoxicating liquors in town of
Cathlamet (Repealed by 171)

133 Special election, proposition ratifying
indebtedness for water system
improvement (Special)

134 Provides for the purchase and
installation of new water reservoir,
meters (Special)

135 Repeals ordinance regulating use and
price of water supplied by town
(Repealer)

136 Regulates the handling and storage of
gasoline and containers within town
limits (Not codified)

137 Allows Wahkiakum County to construct
a permanent highway through town
(Special)

138 Vacates a part of 30-foot alley (Special)
139 Provides for the sale of property in

assessment roll if it becomes delinquent
(Special)

140 Relates to local improvements made in
town; repeals Ords. 68 and 74 (Special)

141 Licenses and provides a tax for
businesses being transacted in town
(Not codified)

142 Licenses and regulates peddlers; repeals
Ord. 18 (Not codified)

143 Specifies and prescribes type and
material of sidewalks on certain streets
(Special)

144 Establishes property margin grade
elevations on Main St. (Special)

145 Provides for construction and repair of
existing waterworks system (Special)

146 Construction of concrete sidewalks and
curbs on Main St. (Special)

147 Improvement of Second St. between
Main St. and Wood St. (Special)

148 Approves and confirms assessment of
LID No. 6 (Special)

149 Improvement of Una Ave. from 4th to
Main St., and Main to Columbia
(Special)

150 Issuance of special water bonds in
accordance with Ord. 145 (Special)

151 Organization of LIDs in town, defines
method of payment, provides
assessments (Special)

152 Designates the Columbia River Sun as
official newspaper (Special)

153 Fixes the denominations of bonds for
LID No. 6 (Special)

154 Fixes time and place of town council
meetings (Not codified)

155 Regulates vehicle traffic on paved
streets in town and provides penalties
(Not codified)

156 Establishes fund for LID payments
(Special)

157 Approves, confirms LID No. 7 for
Second St. from Main St. to Wood St.
(Special)
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158 Approves, confirms LID No. 8 for Una
Ave. from 4th to Main to Una to
Columbia St. (Special)

159 Protects the property and work of the
town and provides a penalty for
violation (Not codified)

160 Prohibits children under age 17 from
roaming streets at night; repeals Ord. 58
(Not codified)

161 Prohibits collection, hauling of garbage
in town without permission of council
(Not codified)

162 Collection of license tax on dance halls,
prize fights, penalties; repeals related
ordinances (Not codified)

163 Imposes a license tax on skating rinks
and fixes a penalty rate (Not codified)

164 Provides for additions, betterments and
increased water supply (Special)

165 Provides for betterments, additions of
the existing water supply (Special)

166 Public expenditures; declares an
emergency Chapter 158 (Special)

167 Amends Ord. 141 by adding section on
licensing wholesale goods from
vehicles (Repealed by 175)

168 Provides for issuance of special water
revenue bonds (Special)

169 Provides for the issuance of general
town bonds (Special)

170 Creates the Cathlamet volunteer fire
department (Repealed by 548)

171 Repeals Ords. 9, 60, 79, 86 and 132,
regarding intoxicating liquors
(Repealer)

172 Authorizes emergency public
expenditures inc. fire department
(Special)

173 Licenses, regulates sales of liquor (Not
codified)

174 Regulating certain public works
projects, calls for bids (Special)

175 Amends Ord. 141; repeals Ord. 167,
business licensing (Not codified)

175(2) Grants franchise to Pacific Telephone
(Special)

176 Provides for publication of official
notices, call for bids, advertising
(Special)

177 Approves the budget for 1936 (Special)
178 Defines and prohibits gambling;

licenses games of skill; provides
penalties (Not codified)

179 (Number not used)
180 Provides for a City Hall and fire station

(Special)
181 Authorizes issuance of $3,500 general

bonds (Special)
182 Vacates portion of alley between

Broadway and Main St. (Special)
183 Creates a board of trustees for

administration of volunteer fireman’s
fund (Special)

184 Sets business license fees (Not codified)
185 Revises schedule of city occupation tax

(Not codified)
186 Dancing in beer parlors (Not codified)
187 Sale and use of firecrackers within city

limits (Not codified)
188 Provides for additions to existing water

system, submission to voters (Special)
189 Provides for additions and betterments

to existing water system (Special)
190 Provides for the purchase of additional

fire apparatus (Special)
191 City officials compensation; repeals

Ords. 3, 4, 5, 19, 35, 52 and 93A (2.05)
192 Council meetings time and place

(Repealed by 285)
193 Grants franchise to PUD No. 1

(Special)
194 Water bond issuance election (Repealed

by 196)
195 Sound amplification devices (8.05)
196 Water revenue bonds issuance; repeals

Ord. 194 (Special)
197 Municipal defense commission (2.10)
198 Amends § 5 of Ord. 196, water revenue

bonds issuance (Special)
198(a) Bond issuance (Special)
198(b) Water (Repealed by 550)
199 Civil emergencies (8.10)
200 Water rates (Repealed by 216)
201 Civil defense activities funds

expenditure (Special)
202 Erickson’s Park acquisition (Special)
203 Amends § 1 of Ord. 191, city officials

compensation (2.05)
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204 Admission tax (Repealed by 249) 
205 Games of skill (Repealed by 341) 
206 Annexation (Special) 
207 Employees’ retirement system (2.15) 
208 LID No. 10 (Special) 
209 Combines offices of clerk and treasurer 

(Repealed by 393) 
210 LID No. 10 assessment roll (Special) 
211 City Hall cumulative reserve fund 

(3.05) 
212 Water fluoridation (Repealed by 550) 
213 CATV franchise (Special) 
214 Street vacation (Special) 
215 Sale of certain property (Repealed by 

396) 
216 Water rates; repeals Ord. 200 (Repealed 

by 242) 
217 Amends § 1 of Ord. 216, water rates 

(Repealed by 242) 
218 Sale of certain property (Special) 
219 Annexation (Special) 
220 Certain nuisance abatement (Special) 
221 Business license fee or occupation tax 

(Repealed by 272) 
222 Street vacation (Special) 
223 Aiding and abetting violations (9.05) 
224 Reckless operation of motor vehicles 

(Repealed by 309) 
225 Negligent operation of motor vehicles 

(Repealed by 309) 
226 Failure to stop at stop signs (Repealed 

by 309) 
227 Driving while intoxicated (Repealed by 

309) 
228 Failure to observe traffic signs 

(Repealed by 309) 
229 Pedestrian crosswalks (Repealed by 

309) 
230 Curfew (9.10) 
231 Telephone service tax (3.35) 
232 Combines sewerage system and 

waterworks utility (Repealed by 550) 
233 Fire department cumulative reserve 

fund (3.10) 
234 Appropriation (Special) 
235 Fire alarms (8.15) 
236 Dogs; repeals Ord. 29 and §§ 1 and 2 of 

Ord. 119 (Repealed by 261) 
237 Street vacation (Special) 

238 Alley vacation (Special) 
239 Alley vacation (Special) 
240 Bond issuance (Special) 
241 Speed limits (Repealed by 607) 
242 Water and sewer rates; repeals Ord. 216 

(Repealed by 283) 
243 Establishes certain street (Special) 
244 Traffic regulations on certain streets 

(Repealed by 485) 
245 General municipal elections (1.10) 
246 Liquor sales; repeals Ord. 2 (9.15) 
247 Speed limits (Repealed by 309) 
247-A Street vacations (Special) 
248 Street vacations (Special) 
249 Repeals Ord. 204 (Repealer) 
250 Current expense cumulative reserve 

fund (3.15) 
251 LID No. 11 (Special) 
252 Disabled vehicles (10.15) 
253 Parking (10.20) 
254 Tax levy Street vacations (Special) 
255 Swimming pool cumulative reserve 

fund (Repealed by 267) 
256 City officials compensation (2.05) 
257 Mobile home parks (Repealed by 373) 
258 Alcohol beverage control (Repealed by 

339) 
259 LID No. 11 assessment roll (Special) 
260 Grants electrical transmission right-of-

way (Special) 
261 Dogs; repeals Ord. 236 (6.05) 
262 LID No. 12 (Special) 
263 Bond issuance (Special) 
264 Bradley House cumulative reserve fund 

(Repealed by 333) 
265 Civic Center cumulative reserve fund 

(Repealed by 333) 
266 Swimming pool emergency funds 

(Special) 
267 Swimming pool cumulative reserve 

fund; repeals Ord. 255 (3.20) 
268 Budget amendment (Special) 
269 Board of park commissioners (Repealed 

by 317) 
270 Alley vacation (Special) 
271 LID No. 12 assessment roll (Special) 
272 Business licenses (5.05) 
273 Property tax (3.40) 
274 Establishes public alley (Special) 

Cathlamet Municipal Code Ordinance Table

C-6 (Revised 6/19)



275 Water rate surcharge (Repealed by 283) 
276 Enforcement officers (2.25) 
277 Budget amendment (Special) 
278 Budget amendment (Special) 
279 Bond issuance (Special) 
280 LID No. 13 (Special) 
281 After hours noise regulations (Repealed 

by 340) 
282 Amends § 5 of Ord. 242, water and 

sewer rates (Repealed by 283) 
283 Water and sewer rates; repeals Ords. 

242 and 275 (Repealed by 550) 
284 Building sewers (Repealed by 550) 
285 Council meetings; repeals Ord. 192 

(Repealed by 428) 
286 Speed limits on certain streets 

(Repealed by 607) 
287 Zoning (Repealed by 369) 
288 Sales and use tax (3.45) 
289 Budget amendment (Special) 
290 LID No. 13 (Special) 
291 Sale and disposition of malt liquor 

(5.10) 
292 Street vacation (Special) 
293 Building numbering (15.05) 
294 Alley vacation (Special) 
295 Business and occupation tax (Repealed 

by 298) 
296 Amends §§ 2, 3, 4 and 5 of Ord. 279 

and § 3 of Ord. 280, sewage disposal 
system (Special) 

297 LID No. 14 assessment roll (Special) 
298 Repeals Ord. 295 (Repealer) 
299 Amends § 2 of Ord. 296, sewage 

disposal system (Special) 
300 Bond issuance (Special) 
301 Amends § 3 of Ord. 283, sewer rates 

(Repealed by 304) 
302 Real property acquisition (Special) 
303 Sewer rate stabilization account 

(Repealed by 550) 
304 Sewers; repeals Ord. 301 (Repealed by 

550) 
305 LID No. 13 assessment roll (Special) 
306 LID No. 15 (Special) 
307 Budget amendment (Special) 
308 Real property acquisition (Special) 
309 Adopts Washington Model Traffic 

Ordinance; repeals Ords. 155, 224, 225, 

226, 227, 228, 229 and 247 (Repealed 
by 365) 

310 Amends §§ 3 and 4 of Art. II of Ord. 
304, sewers (Repealed by 550) 

311 Appropriation (Special) 
312 Claims fund (3.50) 
313 Payroll fund (3.55) 
314 Local improvement guaranty fund 

(3.60) 
315 Firearms (9.20) 
316 Amends Art. IV of Ord. 304, sewers 

(Repealed by 550) 
317 Repeals Ord. 269 (Repealer) 
318 SEPA policies and procedures 

(Repealed by 581) 
319 Budget amendment (Special) 
320 Traffic regulations on certain streets 

(10.10) 
321 LID No. 15 assessment roll (Special) 
322 Cable television franchise (Special) 
323 Weeds (Repealed by 350) 
324 Amends § 4 of Ord. 186 (Repealed by 

405) 
325 Amends § 3 of Ord. 272, business 

licenses (Repealed by 331) 
326 Sales and use tax (3.45) 
327 Amends §§ 1 and 2 of Ord. 283, water 

and sewer rates (Repealed by 550) 
328 Budget amendment (Special) 
329 Building codes (15.10) 
330 Local improvement assessments 

delinquency (3.70) 
331 Amends § 3 of Ord. 272, business 

licenses; repeals Ord. 325 (5.05) 
332 Floodplain management (Not codified) 
333 Establishes civic center; repeals Ords. 

264 and 265 (2.35) 
334 Building codes (15.10) 
335 Amends § 3 of Ord. 334, energy code 

(Repealed by 597) 
336 Amends §§ 2 and 5 of Ord. 287, zoning 

(Repealed by 369) 
337 Transfer of funds (Special) 
338 Municipal court judge (2.40) 
339 Minors and liquor; repeals Ord. 258 

(Repealed by 357) 
340 Nuisance noise; repeals Ord. 281 (8.05) 
341 Gambling (5.15) 
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342 Amends §§ 5 and 10 of Ord. 287,
zoning (Repealed by 369)

343 Appropriation and transfer of funds
(Special)

344 Amends §§ 1 and 2 of Ord. 283, water
and sewer rates (Repealed by 550)

345 Pit bull dogs (6.10)
346 Dangerous dogs (6.15)
347 Real estate excise tax (3.65)
348 Amends §§ 2 and 3 of Ord. 287, zoning

(Repealed by 369)
349 Developer reimbursement (latecomer

fees) (Repealed by 550)
350 Weeds and vegetation; repeals Ord. 323

(8.20)
351 Amends § 3207 of the Uniform

Building Code (Repealed by 597)
352 Dangerous buildings code (15.15)
353 Amends § 5 of Ord. 253, parking

(Repealed by 386)
354 Cable rate regulations (5.20)
355 Amends Ord. 283, water and sewer

rates (Repealed by 550)
356 Washington Model Traffic Ordinance

(Repealed by 363)
357 Alcohol possession by minors; repeals

Ord. 339 (9.25)
358 Names certain alley (Special)
359 Street names (12.05)
360 False alarms (8.25)
361 Cross-connection control (Repealed by

426)
362 Street vacation (Special)
363 Adopts Washington Model Traffic

Ordinance; repeals Ord. 356 (10.25)
364 Exempts town from prohibited firearm

possession (9.20)
365 Snakes and arachnids (6.20)
366 Street vacation (Special)
367 Amends §§ 1 and 2 of Ord. 283, water

and sewer rates (Repealed by 550)
368 Outdoor burning (8.30)
369 Zoning; repeals Ord. 287 (18.05, 18.10,

18.15, 18.20, 18.25, 18.30, 18.35,
18.40, 18.45, 18.50, 18.55, 18.60,
18.65, 18.70, 18.75)

370 Sprinkler systems (Repealed by 401)
371 Adds § 26(a) to Ord 198(b), water

(Repealed by 550)

372 (Withdrawn)
373 Manufactured home parks (15.20)
374 Amends §§ 2 and 4(c) of Ord. 369,

zoning (18.10, 18.20)
375 Amends §§ 1(a), 1(b), 1(c), 2(a),

2(a)(3), 2(b), 2(c) and 2(d) of Ord. 334,
building codes (Repealed by 597)

376 Water hookups in floodplains (Repealed
by 550)

377 Flood damage prevention (14.10)
378 Improvement funds (Special)
379 Bond issuance (Special)
380 Building sewers (Repealed by 550)
381 Water and sewer capital equipment

cumulative reserve fund (3.25)
382 Amends § 2 of Ord. 250, current

expense cumulative reserve fund (3.15)
383 Capital projects cumulative reserve

fund (3.30)
384 Bond issuance (Special)
385 Sidewalk obstruction (12.10)
386 Amends § 5 of Ord. 253, parking;

repeals Ord. 353 (Repealed by 408)
387 Amends §§ 1 and 2 of Ord. 283, water

and sewer rates (Repealed by 550)
388 Amends § 3 of Ord. 369, zoning (18.15)
389 Water conservation measures (Repealed

by 550)
390 Overnight moorage on city dock (Not

codified)
391 Amends § 8 of Ord. 283, water and

sewer rates (Repealed by 550)
392 Bond issuance (Special)
393 Combines offices of clerk and treasurer;

repeals Ord. 209
394 Property acquisition (Not codified)
395 Erickson City Park use regulations

(12.15)
396 Repeals Ord. 215 (Repealer)
397 Mayor and council salaries (2.05)
398 Town clerk-treasurer (2.20)
399 Amends §§ 2, 23 and 39 of Ord. 198(b),

water; repeals §§ 5, 9, 42 and 43 of Ord.
198(b) and §§ 5, 6, and 7 of Ord. 283
(Repealed by 550)

400 City services fees and charges (3.75)
401 Automatic sprinkler systems; repeals

Ord. 370 (Repealed by 597)
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402 Amends Ords. 283, 304, 310, 327, 344,
355, 367 and 387, water and sewer rates
(Repealed by 550)

403 Blanche Bradley Memorial Library
(Repealed by 514)

404 Sewerage works design and standard
plans for municipal construction (15.25)

405 Special events (12.20)
406 Adult entertainment business (18.32)
407 Sewer capital projects and equipment

cumulative reserve fund (3.27)
408 Amends § 5 of Ord. 253; repeals Ord.

386, parking (10.20)
409 Code adoption (1.01)
410 Amends §§ 5 and 6 of Ord. 369, zoning

(18.25, 18.30)
411 Franchise grant (Special)
412 Planning commission (2.50)
413 Library capital projects and equipment

cumulative reserve fund (3.32)
414 Adult entertainment licensing and

regulation (5.14)
415 Reenacts Ords. 395, 397, 399, 400, 402

and 403 (2.05, 3.75, 12.15)
416 Amends §§ 12.20.020, 12.20.030,

12.20.040, 12.20.050, 12.20.060,
12.20.080, 12.20.090 and 12.20.100
(12.20)

417 Amends Ords. 283, 304, 310, 327, 344,
355, 387, 402, and 415, water and
sewer rates (Repealed by 550)

418 Fire Hall property acquisition (Special)
419 Personnel rules and regulations

(Repealed by 518)
420 Sale of certain property (Special)
421 Amends § 3(d) of Ord. 400, late charges

(3.75)
422 Amends § 5.15.030, gambling (5.15)
423 Amends § 5 of Ord. 400, building

permit fees (3.75)
424 Amends Article VI, Section 2(c) of Ord.

419, personnel rules (Repealed by 518)
425 Amends § 13.05.150, water charges

(Repealed by 550)
426 Cross connections; repeals Ord. 361

(Repealed by 550)
427 Amends § 2.20.010, town clerk-

treasurer (2.20)

428 Amends § 2.30.010; repeals Ord. 285,
council meetings (2.30)

429 (Number not used)
430 Comprehensive plan
431 Dangerous and potentially dangerous

dogs (6.15)
432 Amends §§ 3.75.030(4), 5.05.020(1)

and (2), 13.20.060 and 13.20.070(4)(a);
repeals § 3.75.020(6), fees (3.75, 5.05)

433 Critical areas (14.15)
434 Issuance of warrants or checks (3.80)
435 Amends § 2 of Ord. 250, current

expense cumulative reserve fund (3.15)
436 Overnight moorage on town dock

(12.25)
437 Adopts 2003 budget (Special)
438 Amends § 13.20.070(1), water and

sewer charges (Repealed by 550)
439 Amends §§ 13.35.140 and 13.35.150,

sewer use charges (Repealed by 550)
440 Amends Ord. 434, issuance of warrants

or checks (3.80)
441 Adds Ch. 13.60, general

sewer/wastewater facilities plan
(Repealed by 550)

442 Amends 2003 budget (Special)
443 Amends § 13.20.070(1), water and

sewer charges (Repealed by 550)
444 Amends § 13.20.070(1), water and

sewer charges (Repealed by 550)
445 Amends § 13.05.020, water deposits

(Repealed by 550)
446 (Number not used)
447 Water main replacement cumulative

fund (3.26)
448 Adopts 2004 budget (Special)
449 Amends § 13.20.030, sewer rates

(Repealed by 550)
450 Amends 2004 budget (Special)
451 Amends § 2.55.270(1), personnel rules

and regulations (Repealed by 518)
452 Street vacation (Special)
453 Adds § 10.20.095; amends

§§ 10.20.060(1) and (2) and 10.20.100,
parking (10.20)

454 Property acquisition (Special)
455 Adds Ch. 3.42, lodging tax (3.42)
456 Amends 2004 budget (Special)
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457 Amends § 13.05.310, use of hydrants
(Repealed by 550)

458 Amends comprehensive plan (Not
codified)

459 Street vacation (Special)
460 Amends § 2.55.010, personnel rules and

regulations (Repealed by 518)
461 Amends § 3.15.030(2), current expense

cumulative reserve fund (3.15)
462 Adopts 2005 budget (Special)
463 Utility tax (3.85)
464 Street vacation (Special)
465 Amends § 3.15.030(2), current expense

cumulative reserve fund (3.15)
466 Annexation (Special)
467 Amends 2004 budget (Special)
468 Amends Ord. 466, annexation (Special)
469 Amends § 13.35.170, sewer charges

(Repealed by 550)
470 Amends § 3.75.040, variances (3.75)
471 Amends §§ 13.05.270 and 13.05.280,

water meters (Repealed by 550)
472 Adds § 2.55.290 [2.55.295], jury

service (Repealed by 518)
473 Adds Ch. 13.70, safety and damage

prevention requirements (Repealed by
550)

474 Amends 2005 budget (Special)
475 (Failed)
476 Amends Ord. 463, utility tax (3.85)
477 Adds § 13.20.065, utility tax (Repealed

by 550)
478 Adopts 2006 budget (Special)
479 Adds Ch. 3.11, emergency medical

services fund (3.11)
480 Amends 2006 budget (Special)
481 Amends 2005 budget (Special)
482 Adds § 2.55.270(3), personnel

compensation (Repealed by 518)
483 Adds Ch. 13.41, sewer development

fees for county-financed development
(Repealed by 550)

484 Adds Ch. 17.32, urban subdivision code
(17.32)

485 Amends §§ 10.20.020, 10.20.050(1),
10.20.060, 10.20.070 and 10.20.080;
repeals Art. 1 of Ch. 10.10 and Ord.
244, parking (10.20)

486 Amends § 18.35.040, permitted uses
(18.35)

487 (Number not used)
488 Amends 2006 budget (Special)
489 Amends § 13.05.270, water meter

installation (Repealed by 550)
490 Adopts 2007 budget (Special)
491 (Number not used)
492 Amends §§ 13.05.210 and 13.05.270,

water (Repealed by 550)
493 Amends § 13.20.030, sewer rates

(Repealed by 550)
494 Amends Chs. 3.26 and 3.27;

consolidates the library fund and town
parks fund with the current expense
fund, and funds in the timber operating
fund and reforestation accounts with the
current expense cumulative reserve
fund; repeals Ords. 250 and 447,
§ 3.20.050 and Ch. 13.30 (Repealed by
525)

495 Amends § 2.05.050, compensation for
mayor and council members (2.05)

496 Amends § 2.30.010, regular council
meetings (2.30)

497 Adopts 2008 budget (Special)
498 Standards for access permitting on state

managed access highways (10.30)
499 Amends Ord. 490, 2007 budget

(Special)
500 Amends § 3.75.040, planning

department fees (3.75)
501 Adds § 1.01.030, passage of ordinances;

repeals Ord. 82 (1.01)
502 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
503 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
504 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
505 Adds Ch. 12.30, park rules and signs

(12.30)
506 (Number not used)
507 (Failed)
508 2009 property tax levy (Special)
509 Amends §§ 3.27.020 and 13.20.030(3),

water and sewer fund deposits (3.27)
510 Adopts 2009 budget (Special)
511 Adds § 2.30.020, council members’

nonattendance policy (2.30)
512 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
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513 Amends § 13.20.070, collection of
water and sewer charges (Repealed by
550)

514 Repeals and replaces Ch. 2.45,
Cathlamet public library (2.45)

515 Adds § 3.15.030(3), current expense
accumulative reserve fund (3.15)

516 Amends 2009 budget (Special)
517 Bond issuance (Special)
518 Repeals and replaces Ch. 2.55,

personnel policies (2.55)
519 Amends Ch. 10.15, disabled, stored and

abandoned vehicles (10.15)
520 Adds Ch. 2.60, contracted functions

(2.60)
521 (Not approved)
522 Amends 2009 budget (Special)
523 2010 property tax levy (Special)
524 Amends § 2.05.040, performance bonds

required for certain officers (2.05)
525 Adds Ch. 3.90, fund accounting; repeals

Ord. 494 (3.90)
526 Adopts 2010 budget (Special)
527 (Number not used)
528 Amends § 2.30.010, regular council

meetings (2.30)
529 Amends 2010 budget (Special)
530 Adds Ch. 2.00, mayor and town council

(2.00)
531 Adds § 2.55.545, email, Internet and

network use policy (2.55)
532 2011 property tax levy (Special)
533 Adopts 2011 budget (Special)
534 Amends 2010 budget (Special)
535 Adds § 13.35.065; amends

§§ 13.35.060 and 13.35.120, operation
and maintenance of sewage treatment
works (Repealed by 550)

536 Town Hall office hours (2.65)
537 Franchise grant (Special)
538 Amends 2011 budget (Special)
539 (Tabled)
540 Adds Ch. 3.00, finance and budget

committee (3.00)
541 Fiscal reporting requirements (3.95)
542 2012 property tax levy (Special)
543 Adopts 2012 budget (Special)
544 Amends §§ 3.85.040 and 13.20.065,

utility tax (3.85)

545 Amends Ords. 466 and 468, annexation
(Special)

546 Amends §§ 2.05.020 and 2.55.240,
officials’ compensation (2.05, 2.55)

547 (Number not used)
548 Adds Ch. 2.70; amends § 2.55.010(2);

repeals Ord. 170, fire department (2.55,
2.70)

549 Amends 2012 budget (Special)
550 Repeals and replaces Title 13, public

utilities (13.05, 13.10, 13.15, 13.20,
13.25, 13.30, 13.35, 13.40, 13.45,
13.50, 13.55, 13.60, 13.70, 13.75,
13.80, 13.90, 13.95)

551 Franchise grant (Special)
552 Bond issuance (Special)
553 Amends 2012 budget (Special)
554 Adds § 12.25.030; renumbers

§ 12.25.030 as § 12.25.040, town dock
(12.25)

555 Adopts 2013 budget (Special)
556 2013 property tax levy (Special)
557 Amends 2012 budget (Special)
558 Adds Ch. 12.35, signs (Pending)
559 Council meetings (Failed)
560 Amends 2013 budget (Special)
561 Adds §§ 18.10.275, 18.25.070 and

18.30.070, signs and sidewalks (18.10,
18.25, 18.30)

562 Bond issuance (Special)
563 Adds § 13.80.170(3); repeals and

replaces §§ 13.80.120 and 13.80.160,
sewer user charges (13.80)

564 Amends 2013 budget (Special)
565 Adds Ch. 13.85, nonrenewal of

interlocal water supply contract
(Repealed by 580)

566 Adopts 2014 budget (Special)
567 2014 property tax levy (Special)
568 Adds §§ 13.70.381, 13.70.382 and

13.80.131; amends § 13.05.010; repeals
and replaces §§ 13.70.510(3),
13.70.520(8) and (10), wastewater
(13.05, 13.70, 13.80)

569 Repeals and replaces § 13.10.060,
water/sewer connection fees (13.10)

570 Repeals and replaces §§ 13.95.010(2)
and 13.95.020(2), water supplemental
volume charge (Repealed by 601)
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571 Amends 2014 budget (Special) 
572 Adopts 2015 budget (Special) 
573 Amends 2014 budget (Special) 
574 Street vacation (Special) 
575 Amends 2014 budget (Special) 
576 Authorizes tax levy increase (Special) 
577 Adopts 2016 budget (Special) 
578 Amends 2015 budget (Special) 
579 Adds § 2.05.050(3); amends § 2.05.020, 

officials’ compensation (2.05) 
580 Repeals Ord. 565, nonrenewal of 

interlocal water supply contract 
(Repealer) 

581 Repeals and replaces Ch. 14.05, 
environmental review State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
(14.05) 

582 Amends §§ 13.10.040(A), 13.15.005 
and 13.15.070(A), public utilities 
(13.10, 13.15) 

583 Adds Ch. 8.35, solid waste (8.35) 
584 Adds Ch. 18.07, amendments to the 

comprehensive plan and development 
regulations (18.07) 

585 Adds Ch. 12.35, complete streets 
(12.35) 

586 Amends § 2.30.010, council meetings 
(2.30) 

587 Authorizes tax levy increase (Special) 
588 Amends §§ 13.95.010, 13.95.020, 

13.95.030, 13.95.040 and 13.95.050, 
water and sewer rates (13.95) 

589 Adopts 2017 budget (Special) 
590 Amends 2016 budget (Special) 
591 Amends § 13.95.050, sewer reserve 

account deposits (13.95) 
592 Adds § 2.15.030; amends 

§§ 2.55.380(1)(b), (1)(d) and (4), 
deferred compensation program (2.15, 
2.55) 

593 Amends § 13.15.070(2), utility billing 
(13.15) 

594 Adds Ch. 18.36, Columbia Ridge 
Estates Phase II (18.36) 

595 Adds §§ 13.80.011, 13.80.061 and 
13.80.062; amends § 13.80.120(2); 
repeals and replaces § 13.80.030, sewer 
use classes (13.80) 

596 Repeals and replaces § 18.45.020, 
nonconforming buildings (18.45) 

597 Adds Ch. 12.40; repeals and replaces 
§§ 15.10.010, 15.10.020, 15.10.030, 
15.10.050, 15.10.110, 15.10.120 and 
17.32.220, international codes (12.40, 
15.10, 17.32) 

598 Repeals and replaces §§ 13.15.030(2) 
and 13.80.250, utility billing due date 
(13.15, 13.80) 

599 Authorizes tax levy increase (Special) 
600 Adopts 2018 budget (Special) 
601 Repeals and replaces §§ 13.15.010, 

13.95.010, 13.95.020, 13.95.030 and 
13.95.040, water and sewer rates 
(13.15, 13.95) 

602 Repeals and replaces § 13.80.120(6)(b), 
equivalent customer units (13.80) 

603 Adds Ch. 1.15, public records requests 
(1.15) 

604 Amends 2018 budget (Special) 
605 Repeals and replaces §§ 2.55.050(5), 

2.55.080(1), 2.55.170(4), 
2.55.290(4) and 2.55.390, personnel 
policies (2.55) 

606 Amends §§ 2.50.010 and 2.50.020(2), 
planning commission (Rejected) 

607 Repeals and replaces Ch. 10.05, speed 
limits (10.05) 

608 Amends Ord. 433, critical areas 
(Pending codification) 

609 Adopts 2019 budget (Special) 
610 Amends 2018 budget (Special) 
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Index Preface

The index to the code is primarily for assisting the code user to find provisions not readily accessible through
the table of contents. An index entry has been created for each section of the code. Additional entries have
been made for the following topics:

Bond. When a bond is required for a particular enterprise, a separate entry in the
index has been created under Bonds.

Fee. Any section requiring the payment of a fee is also indexed under Fees.

License. Any section requiring a license is also indexed under Licenses.

Permit. Any section requiring a permit is also indexed under Permits.

Cross-References

Cross-references have been included to assist the user in finding code provisions indexed under another head-
ing. If the index does not appear to list a topic, the code may not regulate the provision. The following kinds
of cross-references appear in the index:

Entry Purpose/Description

Weeds See Nuisances Specific nuisances are indexed under
Nuisances.

See also Zoning Additional entries on the subject may
appear in Zoning.

Airport See Zoning The entry for Airport appears as a
subheading under Zoning.

Animal control officer See under Animal The entry appears as a subheading under a
different heading.

See also definitions under Character
generators

There are additional, and related, entries
under a separate subheading under the
same main heading.

Cafe See Cabaret No entry for Cafe, but refers user to a
related subject.

A web version of the code may be available. Visit https://www.codebook.com/listing/.

CODE PUBLISHING COMPANY
Seattle, Washington

(206) 527-6831
cpc@codepublishing.com

www.codebook.com

https://www.codebook.com/listing/
tel:206-527-6831
mailto:cpc@codepublishing.com
http://www.codebook.com/
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A

Addresses See Building numbering; Street names
Adult entertainment licensing

Appeal, hearing 5.14.240
Definitions

dancer 5.14.010
employee 5.14.010
erotic dance studio 5.14.010
manager 5.14.010
sheriff 5.14.010
town clerk 5.14.010
verified 5.14.010

Erotic dance studio
dancer’s license

application 5.14.120
expiration 5.14.160
denial 5.14.220
fee 5.14.140
information required 5.14.130
issuance 5.14.150
renewal 5.14.170
required 5.14.100
revocation, suspension 5.14.230

inspection of records, premises 5.14.210
manager

license
application 5.14.120
denial 5.14.220
expiration 5.14.160
fee 5.14.140
information required 5.14.130
issuance 5.14.150
renewal 5.14.170
required 5.14.110
revocation, suspension 5.14.230

present on premises 5.14.180
license

application
required 5.14.030
transmittal 5.14.060

denial 5.14.220
expiration 5.14.080
fee 5.14.050
information required 5.14.040
issuance 5.14.070
renewal 5.14.090
revocation, suspension 5.14.230

prima facie evidence 5.14.020
unlawful acts 5.14.190

Public display prohibited 5.14.200
Severability 5.14.260
Violation, penalty 5.14.250

Agriculture See Zoning
Air pollution See Outdoor burning
Alarms See False alarms; Fire alarms
Alcohol

Possession
disposition of fines, forfeitures 9.25.020

filing of ordinance 9.25.040
official misconduct 9.25.030
statutes adopted by reference 9.25.010

Sale, disposition of malt liquor
malt liquor defined 5.10.010
regulations 5.10.020
violation, penalty 5.10.030

Sales
permissible when 9.15.010
violation, penalty 9.15.020

Animals
See also Dogs
Snakes, arachnids

carrying
in vehicles 6.20.020
regulations 6.20.030
restrictions 6.20.010

compliance with state, federal law 6.20.040
violation, penalty 6.20.050

B

Banks See Zoning
Bed and breakfast See Zoning
Blanche Bradley Memorial Civic Center

Designated 2.35.010
Fund established, purpose 2.35.020

Bonds
Subdivider agreement 17.32.630
Town officers 2.05.040
Water, sewer maintenance guarantee 13.60.040

Building code
Adopted 15.10.010
Building permits 15.10.020
Copies on file 15.10.040
Enforcement

administration authority 15.10.050
intent 15.10.060

Section 903.2.11 amended 15.10.110
Sprinkler system installation 15.10.110
Violation, penalty

continued
abatement actions 15.10.100
generally 15.10.090

designated 15.10.070
separate offenses, revocation, suspension of permit 

15.10.080
Building numbering

Assignment of numbers 15.05.020
Duty

owner 15.05.010
street superintendent 15.05.030

Street name designations 15.05.040
Violation, penalty 15.05.050

Burning See Outdoor burning
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Business licenses
See also Licenses
Definitions

business 5.05.010
engage in business 5.05.010
engaging in business activities 5.05.010
person 5.05.010

Different businesses, locations 5.05.050
Duration 5.05.040
Exemptions 5.05.060
Fees 

See also City services under Fees
established 5.05.020

Recordkeeping 5.05.080
Violation, penalty 5.05.070

C

Cable television rate regulations
FCC regulations 5.20.010
Public input 5.20.020
Rates, charges, certification 5.20.030

Capital projects cumulative reserve fund
Budget 3.30.050
Created 3.30.010
Investment 3.30.040
Purpose 3.30.030
Source 3.30.020

Child care See Zoning
Churches See Zoning
City Hall cumulative reserve fund

Created 3.05.010
Purpose 3.05.030
Source 3.05.020

Civic Center See Blanche Bradley Memorial Civic 
Center

Civil emergencies
Definitions

agency 8.10.010
emergency 8.10.010
order 8.10.010

Issuance of orders, procedures 8.10.030
Power, authority 8.10.020
Violation

misdemeanor 8.10.040
penalty 8.10.050

Claims fund
Created 3.50.010
Recordkeeping 3.50.030
Sources, warrants, transfer of funds 3.50.020

Clerk-treasurer
Appointment 2.20.010
Powers, duties 2.20.030
Qualifications 2.20.020

Clinics, hospitals See Zoning
Code adoption

Adoption, amendment, repeal 1.01.010
Passage of ordinances 1.01.030
Prosecutions 1.01.020

Complete streets
Exceptions 12.35.030
Intent 12.35.040
Principles 12.35.020
Purpose 12.35.010

Construction standards
Roads, bridges 15.25.010
Sewerage works 15.25.020

Council
Compensation See under Town officials, employees
Contracted functions

authorized 2.60.010
contracting process 2.60.040
contractor performance evaluation 2.60.050
critical functions 2.60.020
nonduplication of existing functions 2.60.030

Duties, responsibilities 2.00.020
Meetings

declaration of vacancy 2.30.030
nonattendance policy 2.30.020
regular 2.30.010

Critical areas 
See also Flood damage prevention; SEPA
Administrator

duties, responsibilities 14.15.110
public works director designated 14.15.100

Agricultural lands designated 14.15.220
Appeals 14.15.150
Applicability 14.15.040
Aquifer recharge areas 14.15.190
Conflicts of provisions 14.15.060
Definitions

administrator 14.15.030
applicant 14.15.030
aquifer recharge areas 14.15.030
commercial activity 14.15.030
de novo 14.15.030
department 14.15.030
development 14.15.030
excavation 14.15.030
existing and ongoing agricultural activities 

14.15.030
filling, fill 14.15.030
fish and wildlife habitat conservation 14.15.210
high intensity land use 14.15.030
industrial activity 14.15.030
low intensity land use 14.15.030
mitigation 14.15.030
nonconforming structure 14.15.030
normal maintenance or repair 14.15.030
pond 14.15.030
pre-existing nonconforming development 14.15.130
qualified critical area professional 14.15.030
reasonable alternative 14.15.030
reasonable use 14.15.030
riparian zone or stream setback 14.15.030
steep slope 14.15.030
stream type 14.15.030
wetland, wetlands 14.15.200
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Development permit required 14.15.090
Enforcement 14.15.160
Exceptions

reasonable use 14.15.070
single-family residences 14.15.080
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Exemptions 14.15.050
Fish and wildlife habitat areas 14.15.210
Forest lands designated 14.15.230
Frequently flooded areas 14.15.170
Geologically hazardous areas 14.15.180
Inventory maps 14.15.120
Mineral resource lands designated 14.15.240
Nonconforming uses, pre-existing 14.15.130
Purpose of provisions 14.15.010
Statutory authorization 14.15.020
Variances 14.15.140
Violation, penalty 14.15.160
Wetlands 14.15.190

Cross connections
See also Sewers; Utility; Water; Water, sewer
Access to premises 13.50.120
Application, responsibilities 13.50.040
Backflow prevention assemblies

installation requirements 13.50.160
maintenance 13.50.150
new construction 13.50.200
pressure loss 13.50.180
rental properties 13.50.220
requirements 13.50.050
residential connections 13.50.210
tester responsibilities 13.50.140
testing, repairs 13.50.130
thermal expansion 13.50.170

Compliance costs 13.50.240
Definitions

air gap 13.50.010
approved air gap 13.50.010
approved backflow prevention assembly 13.50.010
assembly 13.50.010
auxiliary supply 13.50.010
backflow 13.50.010
backflow assembly 13.50.010
backflow assembly tester 13.50.010
backpressure 13.50.010
backsiphonage 13.50.010
building inspector 13.50.010
Cathlamet 13.50.010
CCS 13.50.010
closed system 13.50.010
contamination 13.50.010
cross connection 13.50.010
cross connection control manager 13.50.010
cross connection specialist 13.50.010
DC 13.50.010
DCDA 13.50.010
DCVA 13.50.010
degree of hazard 13.50.010
DOH 13.50.010
double check 13.50.010
double check assembly 13.50.010
double check detector assembly 13.50.010
double check valve backflow prevention assembly 

13.50.010
health hazard 13.50.010

high hazard 13.50.010
in-premises protection 13.50.010
inspector 13.50.010
local administrative authority 13.50.010
low hazard 13.50.010
may 13.50.010
mobile unit 13.50.010
person 13.50.010
plumbing hazard 13.50.010
point-of-use isolation 13.50.010
pollutional hazard 13.50.010
potable water supply 13.50.010
premises 13.50.010
premises isolation 13.50.010
reduced pressure principle assembly 13.50.010
reduced pressure principle backflow prevention 

assembly 13.50.010
RP assembly 13.50.010
shall 13.50.010
SOP 13.50.010
superintendent 13.50.010
surveyor 13.50.010
system hazard 13.50.010
thermal expansion 13.50.010
town, the town 13.50.010
UPC 13.50.010
used water 13.50.010
WAC 13.50.010

Fire systems 13.50.070
Irrigation systems 13.50.060
Mobile units 13.50.090
Parallel installation 13.50.190
Plumbing code compliance 13.50.110
Purpose of provisions 13.50.020
Regulation 13.50.030
Retrofitting 13.50.230
Right-of-way encroachment 13.50.100
Termination of service

cross connection use 13.50.250
emergency suspension 13.50.260
nonemergency suspension 13.50.270

Violation, penalties 13.50.280
Wholesale customers 13.50.080

Curfew
Adult custodial responsibility 9.10.020
Established for minors 9.10.010
Exemption 9.10.050
Violation

court appearance 9.10.030
penalty 9.10.040

Current expense cumulative reserve fund
Budget 3.15.050
Creation 3.15.010
Investment 3.15.040
Purpose 3.15.030
Source 3.15.020
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D

Dangerous buildings code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.15.010
Amendments

Chapter 3 15.15.130
Chapter 10 15.15.110
Section 102(a) 15.15.020
Section 201(c) 15.15.040
Section 203 15.15.050
Section 302 15.15.060
Section 403 15.15.070
Section 801(a) 15.15.080
Section 901 15.15.090
Section 909 15.15.100

Authority to abate 15.15.120
Certified copies 15.15.100
Demolition procedure 15.15.080
Designated building official 15.15.030
Emergency procedure 15.15.110
Expense account 15.15.090
Inspections 15.15.040
Minimum standards for vacant buildings 15.15.130
Purpose 15.15.020
Securing against unauthorized entry 15.15.060
Standards 15.15.070
Violations 15.15.050

Day care See Zoning
Disasters See Civil emergencies
Districts See Zoning
Dock

Moorage
permit, overnight 

issuance 12.25.020
required 12.25.010

violation, penalty 12.25.040
Swimming, diving prohibited 12.25.030

Dogs
See also Animals
Cruel treatment 6.05.130
Dangerous

certificate of registration 6.15.020
confiscation 6.15.030
definitions

dangerous dog 6.15.010
potentially dangerous dog 6.15.010
proper enclosure of a dangerous dog 6.15.010
severe injury 6.15.010

notice of impoundment, confiscation 6.15.050
redemption 6.15.040

Declaration of dangerous, potentially dangerous
appeal 6.15.070
procedure 6.15.060

Disposition of fees 6.05.160
Impounding

redemption 6.05.110
when 6.05.100

Leash required 6.05.060

License
application 6.05.030
fee 6.05.020
required 6.05.010
tag 6.05.040
transferability of tag 6.05.050

Nuisances 6.05.070
Ownership restrictions

applicability 6.05.150
generally 6.05.080

Pit bull
definitions

pit bull dog 6.10.010
pit bull terrier 6.10.010

keeping, prohibited 6.10.020
licensed, requirements 6.10.030

Poundmaster
defined 6.05.170
duties 6.05.090
interference with 6.05.140

Quarantine 6.05.120
Violation, penalty 6.05.180

E

Elections
Filing

list of candidates 1.10.080
procedure, declaration 1.10.040
time limits 1.10.060

Office
certifying list 1.10.070
multiple council positions 1.10.050
notice of filing 1.10.030
terms 1.10.020

Schedule 1.10.010
Emergency medical services cumulative reserve fund

Accumulation 3.11.040
Created 3.11.010
Effective date 3.11.070
Expenditures 3.11.050
Investment 3.11.060
Sources 3.11.030
Transfer of funds 3.11.020

Energy code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.030

Enforcement officers’ services contract
Effective when 2.25.020
Powers 2.25.010

Environment See Critical areas; SEPA
Erickson Park

Director defined 12.15.020
Enforcement officer designated 12.15.060
Expulsion from 12.15.040
Hours 12.15.030
Monetary penalties

designated 12.15.070
failure to pay 12.15.080
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Scope 12.15.010
Violation, penalty 12.15.050

Existing building code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.010

F

False alarms
See also Fire alarms
Definitions

false alarm 8.25.020
person 8.25.020

Emergency contact card, termination 8.25.030
Fees 8.25.050
Notice 8.25.060
Purpose 8.25.010
Unlawful conduct 8.25.040
Violation, penalty 8.25.070

Fees
See also Development fees under Sewers; Latecomer 

fees under Water, sewer
Business license 5.05.020
City services

building permits 3.75.050
finance department 3.75.010
licensing 3.75.020
municipal court 3.75.060
planning department 3.75.040
public works department 3.75.030

Dog license 6.05.020
Erotic dance studio

dancer’s, manager’s license 5.14.140
license 5.14.050

False alarm 8.25.050
Manufactured home park 15.20.030
SEPA 14.05.290
Subdivisions 17.32.680

Finance and budget committee
Meetings 3.00.030
Membership 3.00.020
Purpose, scope 3.00.010

Fire alarms
See also False alarms
Exemptions 8.15.020
False 8.15.010
Violation, penalty 8.15.030

Fire apparatus access roads
Fire code provisions adopted 12.40.010

Fire code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.010

Fire department
Board of trustees 2.70.085
Cumulative reserve fund

created 3.10.010
funds

accumulation 3.10.040
contributions 3.10.030

transfer 3.10.020
investment 3.10.060
purpose 3.10.050

Definitions
board 2.70.010
chief 2.70.010
clerk-treasurer 2.70.010
department 2.70.010
executive assistant chief 2.70.010
mayor 2.70.010
member 2.70.010
officer 2.70.010
special officer 2.70.010
town 2.70.010
town council 2.70.010

Discipline 2.70.045
Duties of chief, executive assistant chief 2.70.040
Equipment 2.70.050
Membership 2.70.020
Officers’ appointments, selection 2.70.030
Pension, relief 2.70.080
Personnel policies, standard operating procedures 

2.70.090
Safety meetings 2.70.060
Special officers 2.70.070

Fire station, substation See Zoning
Firearms

Carrying uncased 9.20.050
Exemptions 9.20.030
Possession restrictions

generally 9.20.010
other weapons 9.20.020

Violation, penalty 9.20.040
Fiscal reporting

Requirements 3.95.010
Flood damage prevention

See also Critical areas
Abrogation, greater restrictions 14.10.090
Administrator

designated 14.10.130
duties, responsibilities 14.10.140

Applicability 14.10.060
Basis for establishing areas of special flood hazard 

14.10.070
Definitions

100-year flood 14.10.050
accessory structure 14.10.050
administrator 14.10.050
appeal 14.10.050
area of shallow flooding 14.10.050
area of special flood hazard 14.10.050
base flood 14.10.050
best available information 14.10.050
board 14.10.050
critical facility 14.10.050
designation floodway 14.10.050
development 14.10.050
flood damage potential 14.10.050
flood, flooding 14.10.050
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flood insurance rate map (FIRM) 14.10.050
flood insurance study 14.10.050
floodway 14.10.050
lowest floor 14.10.050
manufactured home 14.10.050
manufactured home park or subdivision 14.10.050
new construction 14.10.050
person 14.10.050
start of construction 14.10.050
structure 14.10.050
subdivision 14.10.050
substantial improvement 14.10.050
time computation 14.10.050
variance 14.10.050

Development permit required, application 14.10.120
Findings of fact 14.10.020
Flood hazard reduction

accessory structures 14.10.290
anchoring 14.10.190
bridges, culverts, docks 14.10.300
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Cathlamet Municipal Code Lodging tax

construction
methods, materials 14.10.200
nonresidential 14.10.260
residential 14.10.250

critical facility 14.10.270
floodways 14.10.310
manufactured homes 14.10.280
review of building/shoreline permits 14.10.230
standards

general 14.10.180
shallow flooding areas (AO zones) 14.10.320
specific 14.10.240

subdivision proposals 14.10.220
utilities 14.10.210

Interpretation 14.10.100
Methods of reducing losses 14.10.040
Penalties for noncompliance 14.10.080
Statement of purpose 14.10.030
Statutory authorization 14.10.010
Variances

appeals 14.10.170
conditions 14.10.160
procedure 14.10.150

Warning, disclaimer of liability 14.10.110
Fund accounting

See also Specific Fund
Accounts established 3.90.010

Funds See Fund accounting; Specific Fund
Funeral homes See Zoning

G

Gambling
Activities unlawful 5.15.020
Generally 5.15.010
Notice of intent 5.15.080
Recordkeeping 5.15.090
Revenue 5.15.160
Tax

additional to others 5.15.120
administration, collection 5.15.050
computed, paid quarterly 5.15.040
imposed 5.15.030
municipal debt 5.15.130
payment

failure to make 5.15.070
method 5.15.060
over, under 5.15.100

returns, failure to file 5.15.110
right of recovery 5.15.140

Violation, penalty 5.15.150
Garages See Zoning
Gasoline stations See Zoning

H

Home occupations See Zoning
Hotels See Zoning

J

Judge See Municipal court judge
Junkyards See Zoning

K

Kennels See Zoning

L

Library
See also Zoning
Board of trustees

created 2.45.030
duties 2.45.040
fiscal accountability 2.45.045
membership 2.45.035

Established 2.45.010
Librarian

appointment, compensation 2.45.020
duties 2.45.025

Location 2.45.015
Library capital projects and equipment cumulative 

reserve fund
Budget 3.32.050
Creation 3.32.010
Investment 3.32.040
Purpose 3.32.030
Source 3.32.020

Licenses
See also Business licenses
Dog 6.05.010
Erotic dance studio

dancer 5.14.100
manager 5.14.110

Manufactured home park 15.20.020
Sound amplification devices 8.05.020

Liquor See Alcohol
Local improvement assessments delinquency

Foreclosure 3.70.010
Local improvement guaranty fund

Additional sums, purpose 3.60.030
Administration, use 3.60.050
Created 3.60.010
Transfer of funds

conditional, additional 3.60.060
designated 3.60.020

Warrants 3.60.040
Lodging tax

Administration, collection 3.42.030
Definitions

buyer 3.42.020
consumer 3.42.020
seller 3.42.020
selling price 3.42.020

Imposed 3.42.010
Special fund established 3.42.040
Violations, penalties 3.42.050
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M

Manufactured home parks
Animals, pets 15.20.100
Definitions

factory-built housing 15.20.010
house trailer 15.20.010
licensee 15.20.010
manufactured home 15.20.010
manufactured home park 15.20.010
manufactured home space 15.20.010
mobile home 15.20.010
park 15.20.010
permittee 15.20.010
person 15.20.010
recreational areas 15.20.010
state board 15.20.010
trailer coach 15.20.010

Fire protection 15.20.090
License

application 15.20.040
fees 15.20.030
posting 15.20.130
required 15.20.020
revocation 15.20.120

Location 15.20.050
Mobile homes

previously located 15.20.150
temporary location 15.20.140

Operation, maintenance, repair 15.20.110
Plan 15.20.060
Service buildings, recreational areas 15.20.070
Sewage, refuse disposal 15.20.080
Storage 15.20.160
Violation, penalty 15.20.170, 15.20.180

Manufactured homes See Zoning
Manufacturing, production See Zoning
Mayor

Compensation See under Town officials, employees
Contracted functions See under Council
Duties, responsibilities 2.00.010
Mayor pro tempore 2.00.030
Payroll check, warrant authority 3.80.020
Succession of office 2.00.040

Mechanical code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.010

Minors See Curfew
Mobile homes See Zoning
Model Traffic Ordinance

Adopted by reference 10.25.010
Omitted sections 10.25.020

Moorage See Dock moorage
Motels See Zoning
Multifamily dwellings See Zoning
Municipal court judge

Requirements 2.40.010
Municipal defense commission

Additional powers, duties 2.10.040

Created 2.10.010
Duties 2.10.030
Expenditure authorization 2.10.020

Museums See Zoning

N

Noise See Sound amplification devices

O

Off-street parking See Zoning
Outdoor burning

Allowed 8.30.040
Bans 8.30.070
Definitions

agricultural burning 8.30.010
ceremonial fire 8.30.010
department 8.30.010
large fire 8.30.010
local air authority 8.30.010
nuisance 8.30.010
outdoor burning 8.30.010
recreational fire 8.30.010
silviculture burning 8.30.010
small fire 8.30.010

Enforcement 8.30.100
Failure to pay penalty 8.30.120
Field responses 8.30.080
Permits

designated 8.30.030
required 8.30.020

Prohibited materials 8.30.050
Rules 8.30.060
Violations

designated 8.30.090
legal proceedings, abatement 8.30.130
penalty 8.30.110

P

Parking
See also Traffic; Vehicles
Additional regulations 10.20.020
Diagonal prohibited 10.20.070
Disabled 10.20.095
Limit on Main Street 10.20.050
Marked spaces 10.20.080
Parallel prohibited 10.20.070
Restrictions 10.20.010, 10.20.060
Truck 10.20.090
Unattended

children in vehicle 10.20.040
motor vehicle 10.20.030

Violation, penalty 10.20.100
Parks

See also Erickson Park; Parks, playgrounds under 
Zoning

Rules 12.30.010
Signs 12.30.020
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Payroll
Fund

created 3.55.010
recordkeeping 3.55.030
sources, warrants, transfer 3.55.020

Warrants, checks 
advance issuance 3.80.010
mayor’s authority to sign 3.80.020

Permits
Building sewers 13.70.370
Development, flood hazard areas 14.10.120
Outdoor burning 8.30.020
Overnight moorage 12.25.020
Private sewage disposal 13.70.300
Special events 12.20.020

Personnel
Attendance 2.55.110
Benefits

disability 2.55.330
insurance 2.55.340
retirement 2.55.320

Breaks, lunch periods 2.55.120
Bulletin boards 2.55.510
Call back 2.55.130
Cell phones 2.55.540
Compensatory time 2.55.100
Complaint procedures 2.55.590
Conduct, responsibilities of employees generally 

2.55.460
Conflicts of interest 2.55.470
Death 2.55.660
Deductions 2.55.250
Definitions

exempt employee 2.55.050
full-time employee 2.55.050
immediate family 2.55.050
limited duration or hours employee 2.55.050
nonexempt employee 2.55.050
permanent part-time employee 2.55.050
probationary period 2.55.050
supervisor 2.55.050
volunteer 2.55.050
work week 2.55.050

Discipline 2.55.610
Driver’s license requirements 2.55.550
Drug-free workplace policy 2.55.580
Email, Internet, network use 2.55.545
Employment references 2.55.070
Equal employment opportunity 2.55.030
Hiring 2.55.160
Holidays

designated 2.55.440
religious 2.55.450

Layoffs 2.55.640
Leave

administrative 2.55.430
jury, witness 2.55.410
military 2.55.420
sick 2.55.390

types designated 2.55.370
vacation 2.55.380
without pay 2.55.400

Membership in professional, civic, service 
organizations 2.55.280

Nepotism, employment of relatives 2.55.200
News media contact 2.55.520
Outside employment 2.55.470
Overtime 2.55.090
Paydays 2.55.240
Pay rates 2.55.230
Performance evaluations 2.55.300
Political activities 2.55.480
Probation period 2.55.190
Promotions 2.55.210
Purpose, scope of provisions 2.55.010
Records

employee 2.55.060
payroll 2.55.140

Recruiting 2.55.150
Resignation 2.55.650
Safety 2.55.560
Salary classifications, grades 2.55.220
Seat belt policy 2.55.530
Sexual harassment 2.55.040
Smoking 2.55.490
Status of employees 2.55.020
Substance abuse 2.55.570
Tax deferral programs 2.55.350
Temporary employees 2.55.170
Termination

compensation upon 2.55.290
policy 2.55.620
pretermination hearing 2.55.630

Training 2.55.310
Transfers 2.55.210
Travel

away from town 2.55.260
expense reimbursement 2.55.270

Unemployment compensation 2.55.360
Vehicle, equipment use policy 2.55.500
Volunteers 2.55.180
Whistleblowing, reporting improper governmental 

action 2.55.600
Working hours 2.55.080, 2.55.090

Physically handicapped or elderly persons facilities 
accessibility standards
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.010

Planning commission
See also Subdivisions
Created 2.50.010
Duties 2.50.030
Membership 2.50.020
Organization 2.50.040

Plumbing code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.010

Police stations See Zoning
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Preschools, nursery schools See Zoning
Property tax

Administration, collection 3.40.030
Department of Revenue contract 3.40.060
Exemptions 3.40.040
Levied 3.40.010
Rate 3.40.020
Records inspection 3.40.050

Public records request
Fee schedule 1.15.020
Index of records 1.15.010
Review of request denial 1.15.030

Public utility substations See Zoning

R

Real estate excise tax
Capital improvements fund 3.65.050
Collection 3.65.030
Compliance 3.65.020
Distribution of proceeds 3.65.040
Excessive, improper payments 3.65.090
Imposed 3.65.010
Lien against property 3.65.060
Obligation of seller 3.65.070
Payable when 3.65.080
Referendum 3.65.100

Residential code
See also Building code
Adopted 15.10.010
Section R313 amended 15.10.120
Sprinkler system installation 15.10.120

Restaurants, cafeterias See Zoning

S

Sales and use tax
Additional

administration 3.45.090
Department of Revenue contract 3.45.110
imposed 3.45.070
inspection consent 3.45.100
rate 3.45.080
violation, penalty 3.45.120

Administration 3.45.030
Department of Revenue contract 3.45.050
Imposed 3.45.010
Inspection consent 3.45.040
Rate 3.45.020
Violation, penalty 3.45.060

Schools See Zoning
SEPA

Agency compliance
fees 14.05.290
statutes adopted by reference 14.05.270

Agency decisions
appeals 14.05.260
notice/statute of limitations 14.05.265
statutes adopted by reference 14.05.240
substantive authority 14.05.250

Authority 14.05.010

Categorical exemptions, threshold determinations
critical areas 14.05.280
flexible thresholds 14.05.100
integration

with permit, land use decision 14.05.110
with project permit decision-making 14.05.120

statutes adopted by reference 14.05.080, 14.05.130
use 14.05.090

Commenting
designation of official 14.05.220
public notice 14.05.210
statutes adopted by reference 14.05.200

Definitions
chapter 14.05.030
department 14.05.030
early notice 14.05.030
ordinance 14.05.030
statutes adopted by reference 14.05.020

Environmental checklist 14.05.140
Environmental impact statements (EIS)

additional elements to be covered by EIS 14.05.190
preparation 14.05.180
statutes adopted by reference 14.05.170

Forms, notices, statutes adopted by reference 
14.05.300

General requirements, statutes adopted by reference 
14.05.040

Lead agency
determination, responsibilities 14.05.060
transfer of status to state agency 14.05.070

Mitigated DNS 14.05.160
Responsible official designated 14.05.050
Threshold determinations See Categorical exemptions, 

threshold determinations
Time limits 14.05.150
Using existing environmental documents, statutes 

adopted by reference 14.05.230
Sewer capital projects and equipment cumulative 

reserve fund
Budget 3.27.050
Creation 3.27.010
Investment 3.27.040
Purpose 3.27.030
Source 3.27.020

Sewers
See also Critical areas; Cross connections; Utility; 

Water; Water, sewer
Appeal procedure 13.70.700
Connections

inspection, supervision 13.70.460
prohibited 13.70.440
requirements 13.70.450

Construction of sewage disposal facilities 13.70.270
Control manholes 13.70.560
Costs, expenses 13.70.390
Definitions

BOD 13.70.020
building drain 13.70.030
building sewer 13.70.040
combined sewer 13.70.050
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garbage 13.70.060
generally 13.70.010
industrial wastes 13.70.070
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may 13.70.180
natural outlet 13.70.080
person 13.70.090
pH 13.70.100
properly shredded garbage 13.70.110
public sewer 13.70.120
sanitary sewer 13.70.130
sewage 13.70.140
sewage treatment plant 13.70.150
sewage works 13.70.160
sewer 13.70.170
shall 13.70.180
slug 13.70.190
storm drain 13.70.200
storm sewer 13.70.200
superintendent 13.70.210
suspended solids 13.70.220
Uniform Plumbing Code 13.70.230
watercourse 13.70.240

Deposit of objectionable wastes 13.70.250
Development fees

collection, disbursement 13.75.060
contract time period 13.75.050
interlocal agreement 13.75.020
purpose 13.75.010
rates imposed 13.75.070
service areas

Boege Road, others 13.75.040
fees 13.75.030

Discharges
applicability 13.70.600
combined, storm sewers 13.70.500
preliminary, flow-equalizing facilities maintenance 

13.70.550
pretreatment equalization 13.70.530
prohibited 13.70.510
sanitary sewers 13.70.490
untreated sewage, water to natural outlets 13.70.260

Elevation requirements 13.70.430
Excavation, restoration 13.70.470
Grease, oil, sand interceptors 13.70.540
Inspections

private property easement access 13.70.640
right of entry 13.70.620
safety rules, responsibility for loss, damages 

13.70.630
Installation, connection of toilet facilities 13.70.280
Materials, procedures 13.70.420
Measurements, tests, analyses 13.70.580
Permit

classes 13.70.380
required 13.70.370
town, control agency 13.70.381

Private sewage disposal
compliance, discharges 13.70.320
conditions of use 13.70.290
exclusivity 13.70.350
facilities to be filled, abandoned when 13.70.330
inspections 13.70.310

operation, maintenance 13.70.340
permit required, application 13.70.300
public sewer

availability, connection 13.70.330
time period for connection to 13.70.360

system cleaning requirements 13.70.360
Rates, charges See under Utility; Water, sewer
Requirements, exceptions 13.70.400
Sewage treatment works, operation, maintenance

appeals, review
determination 13.80.390
recomputation of charges 13.80.400
request 13.80.380

building sewer permit fee 13.80.320
connection

approval or denial 13.80.350
charge outside boundaries of LID No. 13 

13.80.340
charge within boundaries of LID No. 13 

13.80.330
definitions

accessory dwelling unit 13.80.011
apartment house 13.80.020
duplex 13.80.030
dwelling unit 13.80.040
equivalent customer unit 13.80.050
generally 13.80.010
hotel 13.80.060
industrial user 13.80.070
may 13.80.080
multiple-family residence 13.80.061
shall 13.80.080
single-family residence 13.80.062
superintendent 13.80.090
user 13.80.100
user charge 13.80.110

denial for good cause 13.80.360
payment

billing schedule 13.80.240
change of ownership, occupancy 13.80.310
connection closure, restoration 13.80.280
delinquent penalty 13.80.270
due date, delinquent when 13.80.250
enforcing liens 13.80.300
owner responsibility 13.80.230
recovery of debt 13.80.260
restoration conditions 13.80.290

privately constructed sewer systems 13.80.370
review

user charges 13.80.210
user classes, equivalent customer unit computa-

tions 13.80.220
sewer user charges

equivalent customer units established 13.80.120
incorrect assignment of user class, reassignment 

13.80.190
occupied, unoccupied property 13.80.160
outside boundaries of LID No. 13 13.80.150
recordkeeping 13.80.200
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review 13.80.180
single user, multiple classifications 13.80.170
special users

excess EDU surcharge 13.80.131
generally 13.80.130

within boundaries of LID No. 13 13.80.140
Side sewer 13.70.480
Treatment of industrial waste 13.70.590
Use of old sewers 13.70.410
Violation, penalty

continued, misdemeanor 13.70.660
damaging, tampering 13.70.610
discharge without permit 13.70.382
liability responsibility 13.70.680
notice, correction time limit 13.70.650

Waste acceptability 13.70.520
Sidewalk obstruction

Prohibited 12.10.010
Violation, penalty 12.10.020

Signs See Zoning
Single-family dwellings See Zoning
Snakes See under Animals
Solid waste

Adoption of Wahkiakum County solid waste nuisance 
ordinance 8.35.010

More restrictive town ordinances to govern 8.35.020
Sound amplification devices

License required 8.05.020
Nuisance noises

definitions
construction 8.05.050
dwelling unit 8.05.050
dynamic braking device 8.05.050
jake brakes 8.05.050
motor vehicle 8.05.050
noise disturbance 8.05.050
off-road vehicle 8.05.050
officer 8.05.050
person 8.05.050
property 8.05.050
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designated 8.05.060
enforcement 8.05.080
exemptions 8.05.070
hearings

contesting determination, appeal 8.05.130
mitigating circumstances 8.05.140
procedure, counsel 8.05.120

infraction
notice, determination, form 8.05.100
response, hearing, failure to respond 8.05.110
violation, exceptions 8.05.090

misdemeanor
nonappearance 8.05.170
penalty 8.05.180
violation designated 8.05.160

monetary penalties 8.05.150
Permitted 8.05.030
Restrictions 8.05.010
Violation

See also infraction; misdemeanor under Nuisance 
noises

penalty 8.05.040
Special events

Appeals 12.20.090
Definitions 12.20.010
Departmental analysis 12.20.060
Fees 12.20.050
Insurance 12.20.070
Permit

approval 12.20.040
denial 12.20.080
required 12.20.020

Public right-of-way 12.20.030
Sanitation 12.20.100

Speed limits
Generally 10.05.030
State Route 4 10.05.010
Violation, penalty 10.05.040

Spiders See Snakes, arachnids under Animals
Street names

Choosing 12.05.060
Existing 12.05.030
Extensions of existing ways-of-travel 12.05.020
Notice of proposed changes 12.05.050
Renaming 12.05.040
Required 12.05.010

Subdivisions
Administrator designated 17.32.360
Agreement for improvements

amount determined 17.32.640
bond 17.32.630
failure to carry out, reimbursement 17.32.650
generally 17.32.620

Applicability 17.32.030
Application

alterations 17.32.590
approval, length 17.32.570
informal review 17.32.060

planning commission
hearing 17.32.470
recommendations 17.32.480
report to town council 17.32.530

preapplication conference 17.32.370
preliminary

form, contents 17.32.070
plat 17.32.080

procedure 17.32.380
review

administrator recommendations 17.32.460
engineer 17.32.430
findings, recommendations returned 17.32.410
fire department 17.32.440
health officer 17.32.420
other agencies 17.32.450

supporting documents 17.32.090
town council

procedures 17.32.540
notice of action 17.32.560
time limit 17.32.550

Construction plan submission 17.32.580
Definitions

access 17.32.050
administrator 17.32.050
applicant 17.32.050
arterial 17.32.050
block 17.32.050
board 17.32.050
bond 17.32.050
building site 17.32.050
collector 17.32.050
commission 17.32.050
comprehensive plan 17.32.050
county 17.32.050
day 17.32.050
dedication 17.32.050
department 17.32.050
development 17.32.050
difficult development land 17.32.050
divisions of land 17.32.050
easement 17.32.050
engineer 17.32.050
final plat 17.32.050
frontage 17.32.050
homeowners’ association 17.32.050
improvement 17.32.050
land surveyor 17.32.050
lot 17.32.050
master plan 17.32.050
open record hearing 17.32.050
owner 17.32.050
person 17.32.050
preliminary plat 17.32.050
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private road 17.32.050
protective covenants 17.32.050
public road 17.32.050
public water system 17.32.050
resubdivision 17.32.050
right-of-way 17.32.050
road 17.32.050
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 17.32.050
street 17.32.050
subdivider 17.32.050
subdivision 17.32.050
urban subdivision 17.32.050

Effective date 17.32.720
Enforcement 17.32.690
Environmental assessment, impact statements 

17.32.390
Exemptions 17.32.040
Fees, charges 17.32.680
Notice of hearing

adjacent property owners 17.32.510
generally 17.32.490
newspaper 17.32.500
posting 17.32.520

Plat
distribution 17.32.400
final requirements

general 17.32.610
specific 17.32.600

preliminary 17.32.080
Purpose 17.32.020
Severability 17.32.710
Standards

block widths, lengths 17.32.350
buffer strip 17.32.300
difficult development land 17.32.120
drainage 17.32.140
erosion control plan 17.32.230
fire protection requirements 17.32.220
generally 17.32.100
homeowners’ association, when required 17.32.340
lot width 17.32.180
master plan 17.32.240
parks 17.32.290
pedestrian walkways 17.32.150
roads, streets

access to public street 17.32.170
access to arterials restricted 17.32.130
frontage 17.32.190
future use 17.32.310
improvements 17.32.320
lights 17.32.210
plans, construction, dedication 17.32.270
rights-of-way 17.32.280

solar heat 17.32.330
setbacks 17.32.200
sewerage 17.32.250
surveys, monuments, markers 17.32.160
waivers

special provisions 17.32.660

standards 17.32.670
water 17.32.260

Title 17.32.010
Violations, penalty 17.32.700

Swimming pool cumulative reserve fund
Accumulation, expenditures 3.20.040
Created 3.20.010
Investment 3.20.060
Purpose 3.20.020
Restrictions 3.20.050
Sources 3.20.030

Swimming pools See Zoning

T

Tax See Specific Tax
Telephone service tax

Computation, deduction 3.35.050
Debt, remedy 3.35.080
Definitions

generally 3.35.020
gross operating revenue 3.35.030
telephone service 3.35.030

Exercise of power 3.35.010
Failure to pay, penalty 3.35.070
Payment schedule 3.35.060
Purpose, intent 3.35.040
Recordkeeping 3.35.090

Theaters See Zoning
Town hall

Office hours 2.65.010
Town officials, employees

See also Specific Official, Employee
Compensation

designated 2.05.010
duties 2.05.030
mayor, councilmembers 2.05.050
payable when 2.05.020
performance bonds 2.05.040

Retirement system
copy transmittal of authorization, approval 2.15.020
deferred compensation program 2.15.030
participation 2.15.010

Traffic
See also Model Traffic Ordinance; Parking; 

Vehicles
Butler Street

parking 10.10.060
traffic control devices 10.10.070
two-way traffic 10.10.050
violation, penalty 10.10.080

Standards for access permitting on state managed 
access highways adopted 10.30.010

U

Urban subdivision code See Subdivisions
Utility

See also Sewers; Water; Water, sewer
Applicability 13.10.010
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Connections
application 13.10.020
expiration 13.10.040
fees 13.10.060
linkage to specific building permit 13.10.030
required 13.10.050

Cumulative reserve funds 13.15.035
Definitions

apartment house 13.05.010
commercial unit 13.05.010
control agency 13.05.010
developed 13.05.010
duplex 13.05.010
dwelling unit 13.05.010
equivalent dwelling unit (EDU) 13.05.010
hotel 13.05.010
house connection 13.05.010
impervious groundcover 13.05.010
industrial user 13.05.010
industrial waste 13.05.010
may 13.05.010
multiple-family (multifamily) dwelling 13.05.010
plan 13.05.010
public works superintendent 13.05.010
service connection 13.05.010
shall 13.05.010
single-family dwelling 13.05.010
special user 13.05.010
town 13.05.010

Rates, billing
See also under Water, sewer
billing

adjustment 13.15.070
liens, claims against property 13.15.080
multiple real property ownership 13.15.060
requirements 13.15.030
responsibility 13.15.040

deposit fee 13.15.005
establishing 13.15.010
information 13.15.020
minimum monthly charge 13.15.050
payment application 13.15.045

Safety, damage prevention
findings 13.45.010
public works oversight

failure to request 13.45.040
procedures 13.45.030

responsibilities 13.45.020
Tax

See also Utility tax
applicability 13.20.010
designated 13.10.065

Termination of service 13.15.090
Utility tax

Appeal 3.85.130
Definitions

cable television services 3.85.030
cellular telephone service 3.85.030
competitive telephone service 3.85.030

garbage collection service 3.85.030
gross income 3.85.030
pager service 3.85.030
person 3.85.030
sewage service 3.85.030
telephone business 3.85.030
town clerk 3.85.030
water service 3.85.030

Exceptions, deductions 3.85.060
Failure to make returns 3.85.090
Levied 3.85.010
Occupations subject to, amount 3.85.040
Overpayment 3.85.110
Noncompliance 3.85.120
Payments

delinquent, penalty 3.85.100
failure to make 3.85.090
monthly installments 3.85.070

Records 3.85.080
Rules, regulations 3.85.140
Tax year 3.85.050
Use, accountability of proceeds 3.85.020
Violation, penalty 3.85.120

V

Vegetation See Weeds, vegetation
Vehicles

See also Parking; Traffic
Disabled, stored, abandoned

definitions
abandoned vehicle 10.15.090
disabled vehicle 10.15.090
person 10.15.090
public place 10.15.090
stored vehicle 10.15.090
vehicle 10.15.090

notice to remove
contents 10.15.030
defense to actions 10.15.080
delivery 10.15.040
failure, refusal to comply 10.15.050
required 10.15.020

penalty
additional 10.15.070
violation 10.15.060

unlawful 10.15.010
Violations

Aiding, abetting 9.05.010

W

Warehouses See Zoning
Water

See also Cross connections; Sewers; Utility; Water, 
sewer

Connection
customer responsibilities 13.25.020
fees 13.25.040
floodplains See Connections in floodplains
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maintenance 13.25.015
required 13.25.010

Connections in floodplains
application

exception to tap-in restrictions 13.55.050
requirements 13.55.030

denial of unplanned construction
impacts to forest/agricultural land 13.55.040
impacts to USFW service wetlands 13.55.020
in 100-year floodplain 13.55.010

map availability 13.55.060
Conservation measures

classes established 13.40.020
definitions

customer 13.40.020
waste of water 13.40.020

emergency
declaration 13.40.030
rates 13.40.060
termination 13.40.090

mandatory 13.40.050
purpose 13.40.010
regulations 13.40.070
violations, disconnections, penalties 13.40.080
voluntary 13.40.040

Fluoridation
added to supply 13.30.010
equipment authorization 13.30.020

Metered services 13.25.030
Rates See under Utility; Water, sewer
Service

emergency 13.25.060
fire 13.25.070
interruption 13.35.110
outside town limits 13.25.050
refusal

excessive demand 13.35.040
unsafe, unlawful apparatus 13.35.020

right of termination 13.35.050
Source protection 13.35.120
Use regulations

abnormal use 13.35.070
application approval 13.35.015
increase in use 13.35.045
inspection of apparatus 13.35.030
liability for equipment, property damage 13.35.090
purpose 13.35.010
reselling 13.35.075
shut-off valve 13.35.100
tampering with system 13.35.060

Water main replacement cumulative reserve fund
Accumulation, expenditures 3.26.040
Created 3.26.010
Investment 3.26.060
Purpose 3.26.050
Source 3.26.030
Transfer of funds 3.26.020

Water, sewer
See also Cross connections; Sewers; Utility; Water
Latecomer fees

administration costs 13.60.080
area to be served 13.60.060
collection, disbursement 13.60.070
contract time period 13.60.050
criteria 13.60.030
maintenance guarantee bond 13.60.040
procedure for contract, connection 13.60.020
purpose 13.60.010
removing unauthorized connection taps 13.60.090
water and sewer facilities defined 13.60.010
water, sewer rates 13.60.100

Rates
commercial, multiresidential 13.95.045
sewer

in town 13.95.030
out of town 13.95.040
reserve account deposits 13.95.050

water
in town 13.95.010
out of town 13.95.020

Reserve funds 13.90.010
Water, sewer capital equipment cumulative reserve 

fund
Accumulation, expenditures 3.25.040
Created 3.25.010
Investment 3.25.060
Purpose 3.25.050
Source 3.25.030
Transfer of funds 3.25.020

Weapons See Firearms
Weeds, vegetation

Abatement action 8.20.060
Definitions

abate 8.20.010
continue 8.20.010
occupier 8.20.010
owner 8.20.010
weeds 8.20.010

Enforcement 8.20.040
Notice requirements 8.20.050
Prohibited conditions designated 8.20.030
Public nuisance 8.20.020
Violation, penalty 8.20.070

Wetlands See SEPA

Y

Yard requirements See Zoning

Z

Zoning
Accessory buildings

R district 18.20.020
Accessory uses

R district 18.20.020
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Adult entertainment
books, films, dancing permitted where 18.35.040
business zone 18.32.020
definitions

adult arcade 18.32.010
adult bookstore 18.32.010
adult entertainment 18.32.010
adult entertainment business 18.32.010
adult motion picture theater 18.32.010
adult novelty store 18.32.010
adult video store 18.32.010
exotic dance studio 18.32.010
nudity 18.32.010
panoram 18.32.010
peep show 18.32.010
specified sexual activities 18.32.010

Agricultural uses
R district 18.20.020

Amendments
comprehensive plan

administration 18.07.110
application review 18.07.130
application submission 18.07.120
evaluation criteria 18.07.150
final decision 18.07.170
planning commission public hearing 18.07.140
town council action 18.07.160

development regulations
administration 18.07.020
application requirements 18.07.050
application submission 18.07.040
council action 18.07.090
final decision 18.07.100
planning commission public hearing 18.07.080
procedure 18.07.030
public notice 18.07.070
SEPA compliance 18.07.060

purpose, type 18.07.010
Annexations

recommendations 18.70.010
Apartments

permitted where 18.35.040
Arcades

permitted where 18.35.040
Art studios

permitted where 18.35.040
Auto courts

permitted where 18.35.040
Auto sales, repairs

permitted where 18.35.040
Bakeries

C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Banks
C district 18.25.010

Bed and breakfasts
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.010

Board of adjustment
appeals 18.60.110
application 18.60.040
findings 18.60.080
hearings 18.60.060
jurisdiction 18.60.030
meetings, rules of order 18.60.020
membership, terms 18.60.010
notices 18.60.050
records 18.60.090
special exceptions 18.60.070
stay 18.60.100

Boardinghouses
permitted where 18.35.040

Boat storage
R district 18.20.020

Boundaries
district classification 18.40.010
established 18.50.010

Building permits
applications, contents, fees 18.65.020
required 18.65.010

Businesses
C district 18.25.010

Butcher shops
permitted where 18.35.040

C district
dimensional standards 18.25.050
established 18.15.010
height limit 18.25.030
permitted uses 18.25.010
prohibited uses 18.25.020
signs, sidewalks 18.25.070
yard requirements 18.25.040

Car lots
permitted where 18.35.040

Carport
R district 18.20.020

Catering businesses
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Child care
See also Day care
conditional uses 18.55.040
R district 18.20.030

Churches
conditional uses 18.55.060
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.010, 18.20.030

CI district
dimensional standards 18.30.060
established 18.15.010
height limit 18.30.040
junkyards 18.30.030
permitted uses 18.30.010
prohibited uses 18.30.020
signs, sidewalks 18.30.070
yard requirements 18.30.050
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Clinics, hospitals
conditional uses 18.55.070
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.030

Clothing stores, repair shops
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Coal, fuel stores
C district 18.25.010

Cobblers
See also Shoe repair shops
permitted where 18.35.040

Columbia Ridge Estates Phase II
applicable area 18.36.010
minimum setback distances

corner lots 18.36.040
noncorner lots 18.36.030

nonconforming uses 18.36.050
off-street parking 18.36.020

Commercial district See C district
Commercial/industrial district See CI district
Comprehensive plan See under Amendments
Conditional uses

generally 18.55.010
R district 18.20.030

Contents 18.05.020
Covered patios

R district 18.20.020
Crematoriums

permitted where 18.35.040
Curb openings See Dimensional standards
Dance halls

C district 18.25.010
Day care

See also Child care; Preschools, nursery schools
permitted where 18.35.040

Definitions
accessory building 18.10.020
accessory use 18.10.030
alley 18.10.040
apartment houses 18.10.110
auto court 18.10.050
bed and breakfast 18.10.060
boarding house 18.10.070
building 18.10.090
business 18.10.080
commerce 18.10.080
corner lot 18.10.210
established grade 18.10.120
family 18.10.130
front yard 18.10.300
generally 18.10.010
height of buildings 18.10.160
hotel 18.10.170
junkyard 18.10.180
kennel 18.10.190
line lot 18.10.220
lot 18.10.200
manufactured home 18.10.230
mobile home 18.10.240

mobile home park 18.10.250
motel 18.10.050
multifamily dwellings 18.10.080
nonconforming use 18.10.260
private garage 18.10.140
public garage 18.10.150
rear yard 18.10.310
setback 18.10.270
side yard 18.10.320
sign 18.10.275
single-family dwellings 18.10.100
story 18.10.290
street 18.10.280
this ordinance 18.10.330

Dimensional standards
Columbia Ridge Estates Phase II 18.36.030, 

18.36.040
R district 18.20.050

Districts established 18.15.010
Driveway, curb openings See Dimensional standards
Duplex

permitted where 18.35.040
Fences, hedges

R district 18.20.020
Fire station, substation

C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Funeral homes
permitted where 18.35.040

Garages
R district 18.20.020

Gasoline station
permitted where 18.35.040

General merchandise stores
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Grocery stores
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Heavy machinery repair
permitted where 18.35.040

Height limit
C district 18.25.030
CI district 18.30.040

Home occupations
conditional uses 18.55.020
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.010, 18.20.030

Hospitals See Clinics, hospitals
Hotels

C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Junkyards
CI district 18.30.030
permitted where 18.35.040

Kennels
permitted where 18.35.040

Laundries, laundromats
C district 18.25.010
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Libraries
R district 18.20.010

Livestock
permitted where 18.35.040

Locksmiths
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Lot area See Dimensional standards
Lumberyards, building materials stores

C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Manufactured homes
R district 18.20.030

Manufacturing, production
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Markets
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Meat shops
C district 18.25.010

Merchandise sales rooms
C district 18.25.010

Mobile home lots
permitted where 18.35.040

Motels
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Multifamily dwellings
permitted where 18.35.040

Municipal buildings
conditional uses 18.55.080
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.030

Museums
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.010

Newspaper, printing establishments
C district 18.25.010

Off-street parking
Columbia Ridge Estates Phase II 18.36.020
R district 18.20.060

Offices
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.030

Parking lots
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Parks, playgrounds
R district 18.20.010

Permitted uses
C district 18.25.010
CI district 18.30.010
R district 18.20.010

Police stations
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Preexisting uses
continued use allowed 18.45.010
restoration 18.45.020

Preschools, nursery schools
See also Day care
conditional uses 18.55.040
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.030

Printing shops
permitted where 18.35.040

Prohibited uses
C district 18.25.020
CI district 18.30.020
R district 18.20.040

Public amusements
permitted where 18.35.040

Public, private assembly
conditional uses 18.55.090

Public utility substations
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.030

Purpose 18.05.030
R district

accessory uses 18.20.020
conditional uses 18.20.030
dimensional standards 18.20.050
established 18.15.010
off-street parking 18.20.060
primary uses 18.20.010
prohibited uses 18.20.040
signs, sidewalks 18.20.070

Recreational trailer storage
R district 18.20.020

Rented rooms
R district 18.20.020

Residential district See R district
Restaurants, cafeterias

C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Retail shops, stores
C district 18.25.010

Rinks
permitted where 18.35.040

Sanitariums
conditional uses 18.55.070
R district 18.20.030

Schools
conditional uses 18.55.030, 18.55.050
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.010, 18.20.030

Setbacks See Dimensional standards; Yard 
requirements

Shoe repair shops
See also Cobblers
C district 18.25.010

Signs
C district 18.25.070
CI district 18.30.070
R district 18.20.020
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Single-family dwellings
permitted where 18.35.040
R district 18.20.010

Skating rinks
C district 18.25.010

Storage rentals
permitted where 18.35.040

Studios for private/group instruction
C district 18.25.010
conditional uses 18.55.050
R district 18.20.030

Swimming pools
R district 18.20.020

Tailors
permitted where 18.35.040

Telephone exchanges
R district 18.20.030

Temporary construction buildings
R district 18.20.020

Theaters
C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Title 18.05.010
Tourist camps

C district 18.25.010
permitted where 18.35.040

Trailer, camping, storage
R district 18.20.020

Trailer lots
permitted where 18.35.040

Truck storage
R district 18.20.020

Undertakers
permitted where 18.35.040

Vehicle repair
permitted where 18.35.040

Violations, penalties
designated 18.75.010
enforcement authority 18.75.020

Warehouses
permitted where 18.35.040

Yard requirements
C district 18.25.040
CI district 18.30.050
front 18.35.010
rear 18.35.030
side 18.35.020




