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TOWN OF CATHLAMET 

May 13, 2019 at 3:00pm 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Dale Jacobson 

The Special Meeting for the Town of Cathlamet was called to order by Mayor Dale Jacobson at 3:00 p.m. on 

Monday March 13, 2019. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –CM Ryan Smith 

ROLL CALL –  

Present: Mayor Jacobson, Council Members Ryan Smith, Jean Burnham, Sue Cameron, and Laurel Waller. 

Also present, Town Attorney Fred Johnson, Acting Clerk/Treasurer Sylvia Costich, Accounting Assistant Sarah 

Clark, Editor of the Wahkiakum Eagle Newspaper Rick Nelson, applicants for council position 4 Robert Stowe 
and David Olson, and members of the public. 

 

The Mayor opened by stating that item 4i., interviewing applicants, would be moved to the top of the agenda.  

 

CM Smith began the interview questions, asking David Olson and Robert Stowe what prompted them to apply 

for Town Council: Both candidates are residents of Cathlamet and desire the opportunity to help serve the 
Town. David Olson is looking to bring the history of our town back and Robert Stowe mentioned he has a stake 

in this Town. 

 

CM Burnham followed by asking each applicant if the were raised in Washington: Robert Stowe mentioned he 

was in the Navy and has traveled around the world but has made Cathlamet his home. David Olson was raised 
in Washington and worked for 30 years in municipal government, with a law degree. 

 

CM Cameron asked if the applicants would file for office again: David Olson replied that he would, but only if 

he felt he was helpful and contributed enough to the community. He said he has a notebook full of ideas that 

he would like to accomplish if appointed. Robert Stowe said he has already filed for office and would like to 

establish better communication with Town’s citizens. He would do that by getting out there and talking to them 
to find out what it is they want.  

 

CM Waller asked what they both knew about the roles of our Town Council: David Olson said he has a clear 

understanding of legislative function in councils, he has experience and has read the Town’s codes and 

ordinances. He believes it is essential to communicate and work together. Robert Stowe said he has also read 
the Town’s codes and ordinances and says the Council sets the policies and decides where the Town will go. 

 

Mayor Dale Jacobson asked the council members if they had any more questions, all members responded no. 

The Mayor announced at 3:17pm, the start of a 15min executive session started at 3:19pm, to review the two 

applicants’ qualifications for appointment to council position 4. Appointment of candidate is made in open 

public meeting. 
 

Reconvened open public meeting at 3:34pm, and the excused citizens returned to the meeting. 

Motion to appoint candidate David Olson made by CM Waller, seconded by CM Smith. Carried 4 yes, 0 no.  

 

David Olsen, new council member position 4, was sworn in by Town Attorney Fred Johnson. CM Olson joined 
the council members for the workshop on the 2019 budget. 

 

Discussion was held during the budget workshop regarding changes that needed to be made to the current 

2019 budget. Each council member received a detailed packet of proposed changes. Council members directed 

the Acting Clerk/Treasurer Sylvia Costich to prepare an amended budget as per the discussed items agreed on.  

 
ADJOURNMENT - 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:08p.m. 

 

 

__________________________   _______________________________________ 
Dale Jacobson, Mayor   Sylvia Costich, Acting Clerk/Treasurer 


